Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



COLONIAL CONSTITUTIONS : 



AN OUTLINE 



OF TETB 



CONSTITUTIONAI HISTOBT AND EXISTING 60VEBNMENT 



CP THB 



BEITISH DEPENDENCIES; 



WITH SGHEDULBS 07 THB 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL, STATUTES, AND PARLIAMENTARY DOCUMENTS 

RELATING TO EACH DEPENDENCY. 



BY ARTHUR MILLS, ESQ, 

OF THB INNBB TBMPLB, BARBI8TBB-AT-LAW. 



'* Und das Band der Staaten ward gehoben, 
Und die alten Formen stQnten ein ! " 

SCHILLSR. 



■> J J ~> ■> 

^ J > ^ -■ - -> 



^ ^ 






LONDON: 

JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET. 

1856. 



THE !U\V YORK 

^liBLLC LIBRARY 

-ASTC?, LEMOX AND 



LONDON: 
PRINTED BY WOODFALL AND KINDER, 
AXeeii COURT, brinnkr btrkst. 









• m 



• •• • 






• ^ 









* • • • 



• •• 



• •••.•''..•7:::: 



TO 



HERMAN MERIVALE, ESQ., 

UHDIB 8B0RETART OF 8TAT1 FOB THB 00LOHIB8, 

AN EARLY AND CONSISTENT ADVOCATE OF 
THAT ENLIGHTENED AND PROGRESSIVE SYSTEM OF COLONIAL POLICY 

NOW HAPPILY ADOPTED BY GREAT BRITAIN, 
IS INSCRIBED BY HIS SINCERE FRIEND. 

THE AUTHOR. 



PREFACE. 



The main object of this Volume is to supply a want 
which has been felt by the writer, and, as he has reason 
to believe, by others, of some brief compendious in- 
formation on the Constitutional History and present 
pohtical condition of the British Dependencies. 

With this view, the dates and titles of Public 
Docimients, comprising Orders in Council, Acts of the 
Imperial Parhament, and ParUamentary Reports, Ac- 
counts, and Papers, relating to each Dependency, have 
been separately arranged, and prefaced by a short 
historical summary, and a sketch of the present Con- 
stitution of each. 

The five great divisions of the world — ^Europe, Asia, 
Africa, America, and Australasia — ^have appeared the 
most convenient basis for the general classification of 
the British Dependencies, both continental and in- 
sular ; the latter being grouped with that class with 
which their geographical position most obviously con- 
nected them. Mauritius and St. Helena have thus 
been regarded as African ; the Antilles and the Falk- 
lands as American Dependencies. 
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It raay be necessary to explain, that the idea of a 
British Dependency, according to the writer's accepta- 
tion of that term, is not limited to territories originally 
settled by inhabitants of the parent State, nor to 
those now administered through the Colonial Office, 
but comprises all the Provinces of the British Empire, 
insular or continental, near or remote, which are not 
represented in the British Parliament, but subject to 
distinct subordinate Governments, absolute or repre- 
sentative. 

The territories, for instance, of the East India, and 
Hudson's Bay Companies, the Isle of Man, and the 
Channel Islands, though they may not fall within any 
of the ordinary definitions of " Colonies ; " are yet 
manifestly " Dependencies," by the omission of which 
any enumeration of the subject Provinces of Great 
Britain would be rendered incomplete. The same 
may be said of the Ionian Islands, (the protectorate 
of which involves the discharge of legislative and 
executive functions,) and of British Honduras, what- 
ever may be the eventual interpretation of the treaty 
signed at Washington in 1850. 

In the abstracts or titles of Orders in Council and 
Imperial Statutes relating to each class of Dependen- 
cies, many omissions will, doubtless, be detected ; and, 
on the other hand, it will be found, that, in some in- 
stances, references to PubUc Documents of a temporary 
and purely local nature have been inserted which might 
seem, at first sight, scarcely worthy of registration. It 
will, nevertheless, be admitted that a Chronicle of 
Edicts, though, for the most part, long since inoperative, 
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is not without its value, as illustrating the gradual re- 
laxation of Imperial authority over the Dependencies in 
matters to which these PubUc Documents relate, and 
the gradual progress of Colonial self-government. 
With respect to the Orders in Council, the absence of 
any classification in the Council Office of these do- 
cuments, to which in many instances no index exists, 
has rendered accuracy almost unattainable. The same 
may be said of the dates of commissions and instruc- 
tions of Colonial Governors, of which no register is 
kept. These dates are, however, comparatively un- 
important, except as conveying information as to the 
average tenure of office by Governors previous to 
Mr. Huskisson's administration of the Colonial De- 
partment. A brief sketch of the system of trans- 
portation, together with the Acts and documents 
relating thereto, form the subject of the last Chapter. 
At the end of the Volume, that portion of the recently 
re-issued *' Rules and Regulations for Her Majesty's 
Colonial Service " which relates to the existing forms 
of Colonial Constitutions, has been added; also an 
Appendix, containing a brief summary of the existing 
Local Government of British India. 

The important changes, now in progress, in the 
Constitutions of the Australian Colonies, are of course 
only brought up to the point at which they have 
actually arrived, and the inevitable incompleteness of 
any record which attempts to synchronize the poli- 
tical history of the remote provinces of a wide-spread 
empire will be in the case of South AustraUa pecu- 
liarly obvious. The Constitution of that Colony, 
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framed by the Provincial Act of 1854, has been 
akeady superseded.* 

This book will not be found free from the inaccura- 
cies almost inevitable in an inquiry comprehending a 
field of time and space so varied and extensive, t 

In a v7ork which professes to be for the most part 
simply a compilation, the acknowledgment of literary 
obUgations would be, in itself, a voluminous process. 
In the sketch given in the first Chapter of the 
" Home Administration of the British Dependencies," 
reference has been made to Thomas's " Notes of 
Materials for a History of the Public Departments." 
Clark's " Colonial Law," and Heeren's " Manual of 
the Political System of Europe and its Colonies," 
have been also sources of historical and legal infor- 
mation. J In conclusion, the writer cannot omit 
specially to mention the willing and valuable assist- 
ance he has received at the Colonial OflBce, the Board 
of Trade, the East India House, and the Council 
Oflfice, in the prosecution of such inquiries as apper- 
tain to those departments of the Public Service. 

* Two Elective Chambers have now been constituted. 

f Among the* errors of the press or pen which may 
possibly mislead, is one relating to the Executive Committee 
of Jamaica, to which attention is called in the Errata. 

I A Map illustrating the existing Dependencies of all the 
European Powers was originally intended to accompany this 
volume, the publication of which has been consequently for 
some time delayed. The Map is not yet complete, and as 
further postponement was deemed undesirable, a Statistical 
Table, showing the area of these Dependencies, has been 
substituted, and will be found in the Appendix. 
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Arguments for the retention of n Colonial Empire considered, 
as adduced from the examples of other States. — ^Phoenician 
Colonisation. — Carthage. — Greek Colonisation. — Roman 
Colonisation. — Colonisation of the Italian Republics of the 
Middle Ages. — Venice. — Genoa. — Colonisation of the Na- 
tions of Modem Europe. — Portugal. — Spain. — Holland. 
— ^France. — Great Britain. — Historical sketch of British 
Colonisation. — Present cohesion of British Empire attri- 
buted to the relinquishment, on the part of the Parent 
State, of all those advantages usually assumed to accrue 
to dominant Coimtries from the possession of Dependen- 
cies.^^Arguments for the abandonment of the British De- 
pendencies considered. — ^Probable disastrous consequences 
to all parties from such a course. — A Colonial Empire 
regarded as an instrument of Christian civilisation.-^In- 
evitable difficulties in the Administration of detached Em- 
pires. — Opinions of Mr. Burke, Mr. Fox, Sir Samuel 
Eomilly, and Sir Robert Peel. — Self-government for Colo- 
nies necessarily implies the powers of self-maintenance and 
self-defence, as illustrated by the case of the Thirteen 
United States. — ^Progress of public opinion in respect of 
the principles of Self-government for Colonies. — Difficul- 
ties in its practical development. — "Responsible Govern- 
ment." — Constitution of Colonial Parliaments. — Compara- 
tive advantages of two Chambers or one, and of nominated 
or elective Legislative Councils. — ^The efficiency of Self- 
government in Colonies depends mainly on the existing 
material for its establishment. — Examples of Jamaica and 
St. Vincent, and Victoria. — Freedom in local government 
consistent with continued dependence on Imperial Sove- 
reignty. — Hopes for the future. 

nnO a country claiming to sustain the important 
-*■ part now assumed by Great Britain in the con- 
troversies of the continental states-system, and yet 
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occupying so inconsiderable an area in the map of 
Europe, it would seem at first sight scarcely possible 
to overrate the importance of the right administra- 
tion of the outlying portions of her empire. And 
yet the desire to maintain the integrity of that em- 
pire, has not, at the present day, the imanimous cha- 
racter of a national instinct. Doubts, naturally in- 
cident to a period of transition in the theory and 
practice of Colonial Government, have arisen in the 
pubUc mind, aflFecting the expediency of any continued 
exercise of imperial authority over the Dependencies 
of Great Britain. These popular misgivings, of 
which it might be as difficult to trace the origin, as 
it is to deny the existence, assume various forms, 
economical and political, and sometimes an importance 
which would not otherwise belong to them by an 
appeal to the publicly-expressed sentiments of per- 
sons in authority. 

If the existence and prevalence of such misgivings 
in any form is admitted, it would be an evasion of a 
preliminary difficulty to pass them by unnoticed; even 
at the risk of encumbering with discussions on con- 
troverted questions of Colonial pohcy, the prefatory 
pages of a compilation of facts and documents in- 
tended to be merely the basis of a correct opinion on 
the subject to which they relate. 

It is not intended here to controvert that class of 
arguments for the abandonment of Colonies which 
have no other foundation than those unaccountable 
popular jealousies of the Executive Government, each 
and every department of which is in turn impartially 
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condemued as a mere field for patronage maintained 
for the convenience of the governing body at the 
expense of the community. To defend our system of 
Colonial Government from such an imputation, would 
involve at the same time a defence of our whole exe- 
cutive administration, civil and military, foreign and 
domestic, a task which I do not profess to undertake. 
But the retention of the British Dependencies is im- ^^" , 

'■ ments for 

pugned on special grounds, less vulgar and more plau- the reten- 
sible. " Extent of territory," it is argued, " is rather Colonial 
a cause of national weakness than of strength. The con?"* 
grandem* which it is supposed to confer on a State, is as "<^«'®^- 
unreal and unsubstantial as that which an individual 
^s supposed to derive from power or fame. On what 
grounds," it is asked, " do you rest the maintenance 
of a Colonial empire supported at considerable cost to 
the parent State, jfrom which you derive no profit, and 
to so large a portion of which you have already con- 
ceded the privilege of fuU and free self-government ?" 
The advocate of our present system appeals, not un- 
naturally, to the examples of other States, ancient and 
modem, in vindication of our own practice in the 
occupation and retention of distant Dependencies. 
Tyre, Greece, Carthage, Rome, Venice, Genoa, Spain, 
Portugal, Holland, France, and Denmark, are cited 
as precedents of colonising powers, which, on various 
considerations of real or presumed advantage, have, 
at various periods of the world's history, asserted a 
dominion over territories far beyond the limits of the 
parent State, and it is assumed that the policy of those 
nations, which have occupied and retained a Colonial 
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empire has, whether wise or unwise, resulted from 
certain uniform and natural instincts which Govern- 
ments can neither create nor control. But it is 
manifest that the value of any precedent, ancient or 
modem, which may be cited in favour of any given 
system, depends not merely on its actual success or 
failure to be learnt from history, but on its accurate 
application to the national circumstances of that 
country for whose guidance or warning it is quoted ; 
and the favourite precedents of antiquity especially 
need to be thus tested. 
Phoenician Phoenician colonisation, for instance, of which first 
tion.^^ Sidon,* and afterwards Tyre, was the metropolis, con- 
sisted of the plantation of emporia of commerce on 
the islands and shores of the Mediterranean, of the 
foundation of which few annals or even traditions 
remain to us, but which, when once founded, were 
subjected to no interference or effort of the parent 
State to tax, or govern, or defend them. It is mani- 
fest that, notwithstanding the commercial resemblance 
which the delineations of the Hebrew prophets so 
strikingly convey to us, any correspondence or data 
of comparison between the colonising systems of Tyre 
and Great Britain, will be sought in vain among the 
records of either. 

There was, indeed, one renowned Phoenician Colony, 

* Although the cities of the Phoenician coast were never 
united in a single monarchy, the superior influence, flrst of 
Sidon and afiterwards of Tyre, enabled each to exercise a con- 
trolling power. There was also a joint place of meeting for 
replresentatives of the three principal cities, Sidon, Tyre, and 
Aradus, in which measures affecting the home dominion of 
Phoenicia were decided on. — Vide KenricWs Phoenicia, 
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eventually the independent centre of a vast dominion, 
in the faint outlines of whose political system, as 
sketched by contemporary historians, it is difficult to 
trace the lineaments of a Tyrian parentage. Carthage 
alone, among ancient States, presents in her Colonial 
policy any analogies which may serve for warning or 
for guidance in the government of detached empires 
at the present day. 

Carthage held, for seven centuries, three hundred 
tributary African cities, on the southern shore of the 
Mediterranean, extending along a sea-board of two 
thousand miles. This might be called the Home 
Empire of Carthage. Her Colonies comprised Sar- 
dinia, Corsica, Sicily, Malta, the Balearic Islands, 
Gambia and Senegal, together with Settlements or 
trading factories on the coasts of Spain and Great 
Britain. The Colonial system of Carthage was based 
on a strict commercial monopoly : a dispute arose with 
Rome respecting a Dependency claimed by both 
powers, the final issue of which was, that the empire 
of Carthage was destroyed, having experienced no 
sympathy in the hour of her extremity from those 
Colonists who had neither the power nor the will to 
save their despotic mistress, the chief condition of 
whose empire had depended on perpetuating their 
poverty and bondage. 

But the model of Colonial policy most frequently Greek 
and prominently exhibited for the emulation of mo- tion.^"'* 
dem States is that of Greece. The historian, in con- 
trasting the early settlements of the ^olians in Asia 
Minor, and of the Dorians in Italy and Sicily, with 

h 2 
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the colonising efforts of Great Britain, deplores what 
has been sometimes affectedly denominated " the 
lost art of colonisation:" the orator on the same 
text, justly admiring that affectionate alliance which 
united Locri and Tarentum, Ephesus and Miletus with 
the land of their origin, praises those good old days 
when, " through a wise and salutary neglect, a generous 
nature was suffered to take her own way to per- 
fection/' The poet still loves to follow, through the 
dim distance of two thousand years, the Greek emi- 
grant as he bore across the seas to his adopted home 
the arts, philosophy, and traditional divinities of his 
native land. And sometimes, as the more practical 
politician contemplates the union which subsisted 
between the Colonies of Greece and the mother 
country — an union resting not on state contrivances 
and economical theories, but on reUgious sympathies 
and ancestral associations — ^he is almost tempted to 
ascribe the contrast presented by our own Colonial 
Empire to some defect of purpose or of power in 
modem statesmanship. But a closer examination of 
its records convinces him that the results presented 
by Greek colonisation are in no degree to be ascribed 
to any " lost art,'* or deUberate poKcy pecuhar to 
that age and race. Groups of emigrants driven by 
necessity or adventure, who left home when and 
whither they pleased, bound to the parent State by no 
poUtical relation or authority, and subject to no pubhc 
department or functionary for the administration of 
any central or local jurisdiction,* passing through no 

* Though the oiKicrri?, or leader of the Greek Colony, who 
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gradations of dependence to entire freedom ; a cluster 
of allied, but distinct communities ; — such were the 
Colonies of Greece,* a political phenomenon which 
the statesman of our own day may admire, but cannot 
create; — a simple, inartistic alliance, to which the 
complicated machinery of modern Colonial Govern- 
ments for the revision and control of local and muni- 
cipal legislation may indeed present an unfavourable 
contrast, but affording no basis of comparison on 
which any practical political inferences, either to con- 
demn or to justify our present system, can be reason- 
ably founded. 

Roman colonisation, considered as a political system, Roman 
affords a precedent still less applicable than that of tion. 
Greece to the present circumstances of Great Britain. 
Its genius was almost wholly military. Its field of 
operations was one vast camp. To people garrisoned 
towns, first in the conquered provinces of Italy, then 
in the distant dominions of the empire, where land 
was allotted to the soldier instead of pay and provi- 
sions, was its main object. The population of the " Co- 
loniae" was, indeed, filled up by the poorer freemen, 
whom the want of any opening for retail trade, in a 
state of society where all mechanical and agricultural 

took with him the sacred fire from the Prytaneium, was some- 
times appointed by the parent State, no governing powers 
were delegated to him. Potidsea, to which Colony the Corin- 
thians sent annually the chief magistrates {SnfAiovpyoi) appears to 
have been an exception to the general rule. Vide Thucyd. i. 56. 
* The xXvpovx^cn of the age of Pericles were military allot- 
ments of conquered lands, insignificant, as compared with the 
airoiKiat, in area and importance. 
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operations were carried on by slaves, compelled to 
seek the means of subsistence abroad ; but the Roman 
Colonies founded during the three centuries from 
Augustus to Diocletian did not spring, like those of 
modern States, from the enterprise, discontent, or com- 
mercial speculations of individuals, but were invariably 
created by the dehberate act of the Imperial Govern- 
ment. They were garrisons estabUshed in subject 
provinces already acquired by war, strong picquets of 
veterans thrown out on the outmost borders of the 
empire, and reinforced from time to time by draughts 
from the poor and crowded ItaUan population. 

"Their bond with Rome was a citizenship, the 
theory of which was strained beyond the utmost 
limits compatible with centralisation ; and when the 
representative principle was nominally introduced, 
and all the cities in the empii'e were turned into 
' Municipia,' and the Roman ' Civitas ' conferred on 
the whole Roman world, political rights were a 
nulUty, the free intervention of citizens in govern- 
ment had already disappeared, and the imperial re- 
script served only to increase taxation and level the 
distinctions between citizens and subjects. The pro- 
vinces were now Romanised, but though they had 
ceased to be Syrians or Gauls, were not truly Ro- 
mans : their political, Uke their social state was a kind 
of Uving death, for they were bound, hke the victims 
of the old Etruscan tyrant, to the dead body of the 
Roman State, and felt their own destinies associated 
by a mysterious law with a power which they hated, 
but could not shake off. No motive of influencing 
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by the institutions, arts, and manners of Rome was 
mingled with the love of rtUe in the Roman emperors : 
order without liberty was the highest aim of their 
administration. 

" No indifference was shown to such wants or re- 
monstrances of the provinces as did not interfere with 
the policy of an enUghtened despotism. That the 
' dignity of governing depends on the dignity of the 
governed* was a maxim as little regarded by the 
ancient conquerors of Europe as it has hitherto been 
by the modern conquerors of India, but, in either 
case, the civil liberty of the subject has been ade- 
quately secured. The administration of the Roman 
provinces was vested in a succession of functionaries 
delegated directly by the central Government. Four 
'prefectures* under praetorian prefects, two of the 
East, two of the West, comprised the whole empire. 
Each prefecture was subdivided into ' dioceses' ruled 
by ^vice prefects/ each diocese into provinces go- 
verned by ' consulares,* ' correctores,' or ' praesides.' 
Under the name of * Decuriones,' the ancient nobles 
of the Gaulish States remained in office with sena- 
torial functions. An enormous staff of ministers and 
officials formed the establishment of the prefect or 
governor, and discharged all responsible functions. 
Petty native rulers, as the tetrarchs of Judaea, were 
sometimes permitted to retain their former titles under 
the supremacy of Rome. The final decision of every 
question of importance was referred to the imperial 
representatives, subject to an appeal to the emperor. 
In their hands were placed all those powers which 
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the wisdom of modern statesmanship has confided to 
separate and independent departments — the executive, 
the judicial, and the legislative — for ^without their 
sanction, the resolutions of municipal or provincial 
assemblies had no efficacy. In short, the pohtical 
existence of the provinces was concentrated in that of 
the Roman Commonwealth, and the whole power of 
the Roman Commonwealth was swayed by the em- 
peror. 

" There cannot be a more melancholy proof that the 
Imperial Colonies were inefficient for all those great 
ends for which human society was designed, than the 
fact that so long as they remained under the Romans, 
they have no history. It is not only that, in the ge- 
neral decline of literature, events which, in happier 
times, would have been recorded, passed by unheeded, 
but there was no development, no progress, no move- 
ment, in their population ; they were only maintained 
by new relays of inhabitants from Italy, and had no 
aspirations beyond their existing state. We that 
have seen a body of Colonists less numerous than 
they, and placed in circumstances which taxed phy- 
sical energy to the uttermost, rise in one century from 
infancy to maturity, and before the close of another 
launch into a splendid career of prosperity and 
power, may well marvel at the immobility of these 
bands of free emigrants. 

''But the Ufe of Roman Colonies is a blank. United 
to each other and to Rome by a common language, 
and long protected from the evils of war by submis- 
sion to a common superior, they exhibited, in the 
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course of centuries, not only no amelioration, but 
even a tendency to impoverishment, and an increase 
of social inequality. 

" A like dearth of contemporary history bars all in- 
quiry into the social state — the every-day life of the 
Colonial citizens. All is left to uncertain inference 
from the nature of their institutions, and the material 
evidences of their tastes and habits. From these it 
would appear that, uuder a brilKant but hollow sur- 
face, the state of society was scarcely less monotonous 
than that which Ungered on beneath the tedious line 
of Indian or Eg3rptian dynasties. 

" It was for the supposed advantage of Rome, that 
the Colonies existed at all, and when she fell, they all 
fell also. There was no fellowship between the Ro- 
man Colonies, but the sad fellowship of simultaneous 
destruction.'' * 

But when the power of Rome had passed away, coionisa- 
Italy was destined to become once more the centre of itau^^^^ 
a brief but brilliant dominion. The republics of the Republics, 

^ Venice, 

middle ages reproduced, under more hopeful and less Genoa, 
arbitrary auspices, a system to the ephemeral charac- 
ter of which the world already bore witness, in the 
fallen commercial emporia of extinct Carthage. The 
Colonies of Genoa, in the thirteenth century, at Galata 

* The paragraphs with quotation marks are extracted from 
an able impublished Essay on Roman Colonisation by 
G. C. Brodrick, Esq., to which the Arnold Prize was awarded at 
Oxford, in 1855. The chief authorities therein cited are 
Savigny, also Zmnpt, " De Coloniis Militaribus Roman- 
orum," and Heyne, " De Romanorum Pinidentia in Coloniis 
regendis.'* 
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and KafiFa, in the .Crimea, and those of Venice, at 
Candia, Cyprus, on the coasts of Syria, and on the 
shores of the Black Sea and the Adriatic, were simply 
plantations for trade and adventure. In speaking of 
the individual Venetian's motive in colonising in 
lUyria or Greece, M. Sismondi says, *' II y venoit pour 
faire sa fortune ; des qu'elle ^toit faite, il se hatoit de 
Temporter ailleurs." * How precisely do these words 
define the objects ordinarily contemplated by a large 
class of British emigrants in that temporary self- 
exile, which is called colonisation ! A distinguished 
English writer,! in summing up the advantages de- 
rived by Great Britain from her Colonies, awards a 
prominant importance to " the facilities they give to 
British adventurers, for making fortunes with which 
they may return to their native land;" and it was 
doubtless the wealth withdrawn from her Eastern 
Colonies, which decorated the ruined palaces of 
Venice, now the melancholy monuments of her fallen 
fortune. 

But though the moral to be drawn from Venetian 
colonisation, and its results, was rather one of warn- 
ing than of encouragement to those nations which 
might thereafter aspire to a similar dominion, the 
Italian republics of the middle ages have nevertheless 
found close imitators among the colonising powers of 
modern Europe. 

The first and natural efiect of that romantic enter- 
prise which shed so bright a lustre on the closing 

* Tome X. p. 263. f McCulloch. 
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years of the fifteenth century, and heralded the dawn 
of modern colonisation, was to transfer for a time the 
site of commerce from th^ shores of the Mediter- 
ranean to the western coasts of Europe. Without 
any consideration of the true value and proper use of 
Colonies, the first and prevalent idea in modem Eu- 
rope, in the occupation of the Eastern and Western 
Indies, was in favour of an absolute possession, and 
total exclusion of strangers. "The propagation of 
Christianity," says Heeren, "formed a convenient 
pretext," and none thought of inquiring either into 
the justice of their treatment, or the principles of their 
government. The pursuit of national wealth, which a 
monopoly of the precious metals was expected to confer, 
furnished, indeed, a new and distinct motive to the 
Spanish and Portuguese Colonists of South America, 
but it did not materially affect their political condition. 

The Colonial enterprise of modem Europe received Portu- 
its first impulse from the maritime energies of the lonisation. 
Portuguese, who, long before the close of the fifteenth 
century, had organised a chain of fortresses and facto- 
ries on the coasts of India and Africa, and in the 
Eastern Archipdago, and had laid the foundations of 
that power which was soon to embrace so large a 
portion of the South American continent. Four lead- 
ing features are marked by Heeren as characterising 
the administration of the dependencies of Portugal : — 

1, the grant of personal monopolies to civil officers; 

2, the restricted powers and constant change (trien- 
nially) of viceroys ; 3, the partial administration of 
justice; 4, the overwhelming power of the clergy. 
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Under such conditions the authority of the parent 
State could scarcely be expected to endure the shocks 
of constant collisions witb distant Colonies possessing 
within themselves all the material elements of inde- 
pendence. And now, when the Azores and Madeira, 
Angola and Mozambique, with an Indian and Chinese 
factory, and a few African slave depots, complete the 
Colonial roll of Portugal,* it is difficult to realise the 
fact that there was an age when less than 40,000 
armed Portuguese kept the whole coast of the ocean 
in awe from China to Morocco, when 150 sovereign 
princes paid tribute to the treasury of Lisbon. 
Spanish The constitution of the Spanish Colonies was 
^^o^nisa- fg^gjj^Qjjg^j upon that of the mother country. The 

supreme authority was vested in a Council resident in 
Madrid, and dependent solely on the king ; this was 
termed Consejo realy supremo de Indias, and had under 
it a board for the regulation of commerce, entitled 
Audienzia real de la Contratadony which was held in 
Seville ; and thus a more settled system of Colonial 
policy was established than any other nation had ever 
founded. 

In the New World itself viceroys {virreyes) were 
appointed to represent the monarch, but the distribu- 
tion of justice was confined to the Audienzias, which 
acted as supreme local tribunals, and at the same time 
as State Councils to the viceroys. The towns elected 
their own cabildos, or municipal officers. All com- 
mercial traffic between the Colonies and the parent 

* The JPortuguese Colonies are now under the Department 
of the Mai'ine Minister, and a Council. Vide p. 389. 
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State, except from Seville or Cadiz in Spain, to Vera 
Cruz and Carthagena in America, wa8 prohibited. 
But, however arbitrary the poUtical and commercial 
relations which bound the Colonies to the mother 
country, those of religion were far more powerful. 
All the external apparatus of Christianity, her hierarchy, 
her cloisters, nay, very shortly, her Inquisition, were 
transported across the Atlantic, and thus an ecclesias- 
tical constitution was formed coeval and interwoven 
with the State, but, like the State, dependent on the 
king of Spain, not on the Pope of Rome. The results 
of this system have been such as might have been 
anticipated from the vain attempt to retain communi- 
ties of intelligent men in a state of " pei-petual mino- 
rity/' The Spanish dominion on the American con- 
tment, which began with the sixteenth century and 
extended over a period of two hundred years, once 
comprised Mexico, Guatemala, and the territory of 
Terra Firma, now subdivided into the independent 
States of New Grenada, Venezuela, and Ecuador ; also 
Peru, Chili, and La Plata, now forming the twp States 
of Paraguay and Banda Oriental. This vast area is 
now absolutely independent of the parent State. The 
only remaining Colonies of Spain are Cuba, Portorico, 
the Philippines, and a few unimportant Settlements on 
the coast of Africa.* 

It was not until Portugal and Spain had attained Dutch 
and passed the zenith of their power, that the Dutch tion. 
Republic, which had already succeeded in obtaining 
possession of the commerce of the world, converted 

* Under the Department of Foreign Affairs. Vide p. 389. 
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her factories into Colonies with all the apparatus and 
organisation of central and local government. 

Before the close of the seventeenth century, Holland 
numbered among her Colonies, Ceylon, the Cape of 
Good Hope, Guiana, several islands of the Antilles, five 
distinct Governments under a trading company in the 
Indian Archipelago, and factories on the Coromandel 
and Malabar coasts, and in China and Japan. 

The chief remaining Dependencies of this once ex- 
tended empire are, Surinam, Curacoa, St. Eustatius, 
and certain Settlements in Sumatra, Java, and the 
Moluccas.* 
French France forms no exception to the catalogue of 
tion. European nations whose colonial policy, when tried by 
the test of endurance, is found wanting. The Co- 
lonies of France embraced, a century ago, half the 
North American continent, comprising the vast and 
fertile valleys of the St. Lawrence, the Mississippi, and 
the Ohio. A French empire in the East which 
Richelieu had attempted to found, had also grown up 
under the more successful auspices of Colbert, and 
included not only Mauritius and Bourbon, but a 
considerable territory on the continent of India. The 
only surviving Colonies of France, besides the com- 
paratively recent acquisitions of New Caledonia and 
Algiers, are Martinique, Guadaloupe, Bourbon, and a 
few of the smaller Antilles, a dismantled fortress in 
Hindostan, and an almost deserted depot in Mada- 

* The existing Colonies of Holland and France are fiilly 
enumerated, infra, p. 388. 



INTRODUCTION. XXXI 

gascar.* The Colonial dominion which the genius of 
Colbert could originate demanded even a more pow- 
erful hand than his to maintain and to perpetuate. 

To those who would justify the past, and advocate 
a perseverance in the present, Colonial policy of Eng- 
land, the analogies furnished by the records of colo- 
nising States are indeed disheartening ; and if there 
be nothing exceptional and peculiar in the relations 
subsisting between Great Britain and her Colonies, 
on which a distinction can be founded between our- 
selves and those States whose examples have been 
quoted, the arguments of those who would urge an 
immediate severance of an union so irksome and un- 
profitable to all parties concerned would be absolutely 
irresistible. 

Great Britain alone, among the seven States of British 
modern Europe which have, at various periods and tion.^^^*" 
with various success, attempted the occupation and 
government of distant dominions, still retains a large 
portion of her Colonial Empire. In its material 
features, the policy on which it was originally founded 
diflFered but httle from that of other European States, 
The causes which have contributed to its longer 
duration, its wider expansion, and to the present co- 
hesion of its scattered elements, it may be important 
to investigate; and a necessary preliminary to this 
inquiry will be a brief historical recapitulation of the 
leading events which have marked the rise and 



* Nosibe appears, from recent accounts, to have attained to 
some degree of commercial activity. 
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progress of British Colonisation. Its earliest annals 
present a series of spirited but abortive eflforts under- 
taken by private individuals, with no more substan- 
tial encouragement than the vague omnipotence con- 
ferred on the adventurers by Royal Charters. 

The North-American coasts were first explored 
under two Commissions from King Henry VII., dated 
March 5, 1496, and February 3, 1498, respectively, 
granted to Giovanni Gaboto, a Venetian, resident at 
Bristol. Similar Commissions, for the same purpose, 
were subsequently granted by the same monarch to 
Asshehurst, Elliott, and others, dated March 19, 
1501, and December 9, 1502. No political conse- 
quences resulted from these discoveries. 

The first recorded act of the British Government 
with a view to Colonial enterprise, which, notwith- 
standing the failure of the first adventurers, led even- 
tually to permanent results, was the Charter granted 
by Queen EUzabeth to Sir Humphry Gilbert, of 
Compton, in Devonshire. By letters patent, dated 
June 11, 1578, the grantee is authorised " to discover 
and take possession of all remote and barbarous lands 
unoccupied by any Christian prince or people ; and 
the full right of property in the soil of those coun- 
tries whereof he shall take possession, is vested in 
him, his heirs, and assigns for ever ; one-fifth part of 
the gold or silver ore found there being reserved to 
the Crown of England. Complete jurisdictions and 
royalties, as well marine as other, within the said 
lands and seas thereto adjoining, are conferred on the 
said Humphry Gilbert, his heirs and assigns; also 



INTRODUCTION. XXXIU 

full power to convict, punish, pardon, govern, and 
rule by their good discretion and policy, as well in 
causes capital or criminal as civil, all persons who 
shall from time to time settle within the said coun- 
tries, according to such statutes, laws, and ordinances 
as should be by him, his heirs and assigns, devised 
and established for their better government : provided 
that all who settled there should have and enjoy all 
the privileges of free citizens and natives of England, 
any law, custom, or usage to the contrary notwith- 
standing." 

No Colony was ever planted in pursuance of this 
Charter; and though Sir Humphry Gilbert took 
formal possession of Newfoundland in the name of 
his Sovereign, that right was not practically asserted 
during her reign. Sir Walter Raleigh's two attempts, 
in 1584 and 1587, to establish a Colony in Virginia, 
under the same royal sanction, were as unsuccessful 
as had been those of his half-brother; and when 
James I. succeeded to the throne of England, in 
1603, there was not a single Englishman settled in 
America,* and the only Dependencies of the British 
Crown at that time were the Channel Islands, which 
had formed part of the Duchy of Normandy, and the 
Isle of Man, over which the royal authority was then 
very slightly exercised. 

The restoration of peace abroad, and the revival of 
religious intolerance at home, were the two chief 
causes which combined to render the period of the 

* Vide Bobertson's Works, vol. ii. p. 19Ji. 
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accession, of the House of Stuart to the throne of 
Great Britain an era most favourable for the early 
rise of that Colonial Empire which, in the course of 
two centuries, was destined to embrace so large a 
portion of the world. 

With the seventeenth century, British Colonisation 
began in earnest. In 1605, a party of British ad- 
venturers planted a cross on the future site of James 
Town, in Barbados, with the inscription, "James, 
king of England, and of this island.'* In 1606, 
Charters were granted by the same monarch to the 
two EngUsh companies which colonised Virginia and 
New England.* 

In 1612, the London East India Company, which 
had received its Charter twelve years previously, and 
had already commenced its mercantile operations, 
established its first important factory at Surat. In 
1619, the first Colonial Representative Assembly was 
convened at the Bermudas. In 1631, the first British 
Settlement in West Africa was established on the 
Gambia. The colonisation of the Lesser Antilles, 
Antigua, Nevis, Montserrat, the Virgin Islands, and 
the Bahamas took place during the reign of Charles 
L, and Jamaica was wrested from Spain by the forces 
of Cromwell in 1655. By the Navigation Act, in 
1660, the importance of the Colonies to the parent 
State was first formally recognised by the Imperial 
Legislature. In the last forty years of the seven- 
teenth century still further advances were made. The 

* Vide Lucas's Collection of Ancient Colonial Charters. 
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continued political and religious fennent under 
Charles II. and James 11. favoured the spirit of colo- 
nisation. The whole line of the eastern coast of 
North America, from Canada to Georgia, was, during 
this period, annexed to the British dominions in sepa- 
rate provinces under free constitutions ; and by a com- 
pact with Spain, in 1670, the sovereignty of England 
over her American possessions was expressly recog- 
nised. 

Before the year 1700, there existed at Bombay, 
Fort William, and Fort St. George, the germs of the 
three great Presidencies of British India, which, in 
1702, were further developed by the consoUdation of 
the two then existing Companies under their present 
style of the " United Company of Merchants trading 
to the East Indies."' 

By the Peace of Utrecht, in 1713, England ac- 
quired, by cession from France, Newfoundland, Nova 
Scotia, and the island of St. Christopher's, also the 
recognition of the rights of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, chartered by Charles II. forty years before. 
By the same peace, England acquired from Spain, 
Gibraltar and Minorca, and the right, under the 
Assiento Contract, of supplying Spanish America 
with slaves, and of attending the fair at Porto Bello. 

In 1750, the British forts and settlements on the 
Gold Coast, in West Africa, were established. By 
the peace concluded at Paris, February 10, 1763, 
Canada and Cape Breton, ceded by France, and Flo- 
rida by Spain, were added to the British Empire on 
the continent of America ; and at the same time, the 

c2 
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French Antilles, Grenada, St. Vincent, Dominica, and 
Tobago were formally ceded to Great Britain. By 
the same treaty, the existing British rights on the 
Bay of Honduras were retained. In 1771, Prince 
Edward's Island became a Dependency, under a dis- 
tinct Government. 

The stricter enforcement of the monopoly of the 
Colony trade after the Peace of Paris, to the preju- 
dice of the contraband trade theretofore carried on 
with the French and Spanish possessions, now caused 
discontent in the British American Colonies, which 
were finally provoked into rebeUion by Grenville's 
Stamp Act, iif 1765, and declared their own Inde- 
pendence, July 4, 1776, and were formally acknow- 
ledged as a separate Power, under the title of " The 
Thirteen United States," by the Peace of Versailles, 
September 3, 1783. 

In the meantime Clive's conquests in India had 
obtained for Great Britain, Bengal, Behar, and 
Orissa. The Camatic, the province of Benares, Gun- 
toor, and the district of the Circars in Southern 
India, were added by the peace concluded with the 
Mahrattas, May 17, 1782 ; and by that with France, 
November 30 in the same year, all these conquests 
were confirmed, and exclusive rights of trade to the 
East India Company secured. 

In 1784, New Brunswick was constituted a dis- 
tinct British province in North America. 

In 1784, a Colony of Africans, formerly the slaves 
of British American royalists, was settled at Sierra 
Leone ; and in the same year, the island of Penang, 
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in the Straits of Malacca, was added to the territories 
of British India. 

In 1788, the Australian Settlement in Sydney Cove 
was first planted — the germ of four distinct and 
increasingly important Dependencies now existing on 
that continent. 

By the defeat of Tippoo Saib at Seringapatam, in 
1799, and by the treaties which followed, British 
India was further extended in the north to the dis- 
tricts of AUahabad, Moradabad, Bareilly, Rohilcund, 
and the Doab ; and in the south to those of Tanjore, 
Canara, Malabar, and Coimbatoor. 

By the Peace of Amiens, March 26, 1802, Trini- 
dad was ceded by Spain, and Ceylon by Holland, to 
Great Britain. In 1803, Van Dieman's Land was 
first colonised; and in the three following years, 
vast accessions to our Indian Empire were effected ; 
namely, of the provinces of Delhi and Agra in the 
north, and of several Mahratta districts in the south. 

In 1806, the Cape Colony was wrested from Hol- 
land. 

By the Peace of Paris, May, 1814, the Ionian 
Islands were placed under a British Protectorate; 
Malta, St. Lucia, and Mauritius were confirmed to 
England; and by a compact with Holland, dated 
August 13 of the same year, Berbice, Essequibo, 
and Demerara, now forming the Colony of British 
Guiana, were ceded to England. In 1817, the 
Deccan, Nerbudda, and Singapore were added to 
the British dominion in India ; and in 1 826, by the 
treaty which followed the Burmese war, it was ex- 
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tended eastward beyond the Ganges, and to the pro- 
vinces of Arracan and Tenasserim. 

In the same year, a Settlement was established at 
Malacca, now included in the subordinate Indian 
Government, called the " Straits Settlements/' 

The present province of Western Australia had its 
origin in the Settlement on the Swan River in 1829, 
South AustraUa in that of Adelaide in 1836, and 
the present Colony of Victoria in the Settlement of 
Melbourne, in the following year. New Zealand was 
included in the limits of the Colony of New South 
Wales in 1839, and the Falkland Islands were placed 
under a Resident Governor in 1841. 

A war, which broke out in 1842, on our Indian 
frontier, ended in the annexation of Sinde to the ter- 
ritories of British India. 

In pursuance of a treaty with China, signed June 
25, 1843, Hong Kong became a British Settlement. 

Natal, in South Africa, was placed under British 
government in 1844. 

The Island of Labuan was ceded by the Sultan of 
Borneo, by treaty bearing date December 18, 1846. 

Vancouver's Island was committed to the manage- 
ment of the Hudson's Bay Company, by Charter 
dated January 12, 1849, and in the same year the 
province of Punjaub was added by conquest to the 
territories of British India. 

By letters patent, dated December 14, 1850, 
British KafFraria was erected into a distinct Colonial 
Government. 

Oude was annexed to our Indian possessions inl856. 
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The rise and progress of the Colonial empire of 
Great Britain, &om the first attempt to plant Colonies 
in North America, to the last annexation to her do- 
minions in Hindostan, thus comprise a period of 
three centuries. In this brief space of time has been 
consolidated an empire which has been the simple 
product of Anglo-Saxon energy, stimulated by every 
variety of motive, pohtical, commercial, and religious, 
which can actuate mankind ; — an aggregate of terri- 
torial atoms, thrown under a single rule by the rough 
chances of war, or the subtle agencies of diplomacy, 
or the bold spirit of individual adventure ; — a poUtical 
museum comprehending specimens of almost all races 
and all languages, and fragments of almost every ex- 
tinct and existing nation of the habitable world. Such 
is the British Empire at the present day. " A Power to 
which," an eloquent American statesman has declared 
that " Rome, in the height of her glory, was not to 
be compared — a Power which has dotted over the 
whole surface of the globe with her possessions and 
military posts — whose morning drum-beat, follow- 
ing the sun, and keeping company with the hours, 
circles the earth daily with one continuous and un- 
broken strain of martial music." 

Every empire which the world has yet known has 
manifested at an earlier stage of its existence than 
Great Britain has yet attained, symptoms of dismem- 
berment and decay ; and the falling off of subject 
provinces has been ordinarily the first token of ap- 
proaching dissolution. Is there any known principle 
of poUtical life which history permits us to hope will 
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be exceptional and peculiar to that cluster of com- 
munities which now own the rule of England ? Pa- 
triotism afforded for a time a bond of union to the 
Greeks, mihtary despotism to the Romans. Com- 
mercial ambition gave a motive for national cohesion 
to the scattered elements which formed the empires 
of Carthage and of Venice. Christianity, chivalry, 
and the municipal organisation bequeathed to her 
northern invaders by expiring Rome, have been the 
associative or combining elements of that grand ag- 
gregate, which we call civiHsation, in which each and 
every member of the European States-system has 
participated, and diffused in turn throughout the dis- 
tant Dependencies which have been subject to its 
sway. 
Causes of Every State of Europe, except Great Britain, has 
lesion of" nevertheless failed in all expedients hitherto attempted 
Coioiibii ^^^ ^^^ retention of those Dependencies in poUtical 
Empire in- alliance with the parent State. The consciousness of 

yestigated. * 

our exceptional position, in this respect, may well lead 
us to inquire into its cause. 

A comparative review of the past and present po- 
litical condition of the British Colonies will lead to 
the conclusion, that it has been by the gradual re- 
linquishment of those advantages which have been 
ordinarily presumed to result to dominant countries 
from the possession of Dependencies, that Great 
Britain has been enabled to retain, under her nominal 
dominion, those distant provinces of her empire which 
would otherwise have long ago asserted their claim to 
the dignity of independent principalities. That such 
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is the correct solution of the otherwise unaccount- 
able phenomenon presented by the British Empire at 
the present day, will very clearly appear if we con- 
trast those advantages which other States, at other 
times, have secured, or aimed at securing, to them- 
selves, from their Colonial possessions, with the actual 
results now accruing to Great Britain, from her politi- 
cal relations with her present Dependencies. 

The. advantages which have been presumed to re- 
sult to dominant countries at various times from the 
possession of Dependencies, may be said to fall 
exhaustively under the following six leading divi- 
sions : — 

1. The tribute contributed to the support of the 
parent State in time of peace. 

2. The military force contributed for the defence 
of the parent State in time of war. 

3. The wealth contributed to the parent State 
from the territorial and mineral resources of Depen- 
dencies. 

4. The markets for the manufactures of the parent 
State provided by Dependencies, and the profits of 
exclusive commerce with them. 

5. The maritime strength conferred on the parent 
State by an exclusive carrying trade to Dependencies 
as affording a nursery for seamen. 

6. The relief to the parent State afforded by the 
removal of a redundant or deUnquent population to 
Dependencies by emigration or transportation. 

Can it be said with truth that any one of the ad- 
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vantages above enumerated are realised by the present 
Colonial policy of England ? 

The attempt to levy tribute cost us the loss of 
the thirteen United States, the Grovemment of 
which had, indeed, previously been self-supporting, 
and has of course never been renewed.* With 
respect to military aid, the recent voluntary offers 
of certain Colonies of support to the Home Go- 
vernment in the war with Russia, are simply evi- 
dences of loyalty to the British Crown, which would 
never have been manifested if the practice of exact- 
ing subsidies from the Colonies had ever formed a 
part of British policy. The territorial revenues, 
again, of the British Dependencies, which have never 
been applied to Imperial purposes, are now, as will 
hereafter be seen, altogether surrendered to the control 
of the Local Legislatures in almost all Colonies in which 
Representative Government exists. The next in order, 
and most plausible, of the advantages above enume- 
rated as presumed to result to a dominant country from 
the retention of Dependencies, are those arising from 
the profits of exclusive commerce with those Colonies 
which afibrd markets for the manufactures of the 
parent State. In its application to Great Britain this 
class of advantages may be said to be no less obso- 
lete than those to which we have already alluded. 

* The Government of British India forms no exception 
to this statement. The revenue derived from that country 
has been insufiBcient, after deducting the disbursements of the 
East India Company, to cover the costs of its administration. 
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The anticipations of a distinguished writer* on this 
subject are abeady in a course of rapid and complete 
fulfilment. " When civilisation shall have made suf- 
ficient progress to diffuse generally a knowledge of 
the few and shnple considerations which prove the 
expediency of freedom of trade, and when, conse- 
quently, independent States shall have abandoned 
their present anti-commercial policy, the possession of 
Dependencies will no longer produce the advantage in 
question. The advantage consists in the possession 
of a specific against the evils arising from an erroneous 
system of policy. Whenever the errors of the policy 
shall be generally perceived, and the system shall be 
exploded, the specific against its evil effects will be 
valueless. If the Governments of civilised nations 
could once acquire so much reliance on the enlighten- 
ment of other civilised nations, as to expect that the 
latter would allow an unrestricted trade with their own 
subjects, the motive for the acquisition and possession 
of Dependencies, which is founded on the assumed 
folly of all Grovemments respecting commercial inter- 
course, would no longer exist." By the abolition, 
actual or prospective, of differential duties in favour 
of Colonial produce, and of all the corresponding 
restrictions which limited Colonial trade, a state of 
things has arisen in which the United States or Brazil 
stand in the selfsame relation to Great Britain in a 
commercial point of view, with the Colonies of Canada 
or Jamaica. 

* Vide Comewall Lewis's " Government of Dependencies," 
p. 230 (Ed. 1841). 
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The maritime power which it was the assumed 
object of the Navigation Laws to confer on Great 
Britain has, indeed, not as yet been ajffected by their 
repeal : the change in our commercial policy eflfected 
by the Act of 1849, has, however, annihilated the 
argument for the retention of the British Dependen- 
cies which was formerly founded on the value of an 
exclusive Colonial carrying trade as a means of dis- 
ciphne for our seamen, and of vindicating our mari- 
time ascendancy. 

The last of the advantages above mentioned, as 
presumed to result from the possession of Dependen- 
cies, was the relief which they aflPbrded to the parent 
State as receptacles of its redundant and delinquent 
population ; in other words, as fields for emigration 
and transportation. There are those, doubtless, whom 
the desire to live under laws and institutions trans- 
planted from their native land impels to choose a 
Colony as their adopted home ; but the efflux of popu- 
lation which forms the great and continuous stream of 
voluntary emigration is guided by impulses in which 
the preference of an ancestral to any new form of 
government bears no part. The statistical returns of 
1853, a year unprecedented in the annals of Colonial 
emigration from Great Britain, conclusively provje that, 
notwithstanding the aid afibrded by the Home Go- 
vernment in applying the land fund of which they 
have been stewards, in emigration to the Colonies, and 
the peculiar inducements presented by the recently- 
developed mineral resources of Australia, the most 
popular and attractive field for British colonists has 
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been the territory of the United States. The total 
number of British subjects who emigrated in 1853 to 
all parts of the worid was 300,253 : of these not 
more than 99,052 went to British Colonies, the re- 
mainder (201,201) settled in the United States.* As 
fields for the reception of free immigrants, the De- 
pendencies cannot then be said to possess any pecuhar 
value which does not also attach to independent coun- 
tries possessing equal material advantages. What, 
then, is their present and prospective value as recepta- 
cles for transported convicts ? The reply to this last 
question may be said to rest on two contingencies ; 
1, on the .opinion (already in some instances decidedly 
expressed) which may finally prevail in the Colonies 
universally as to the continuance of such an applica- 
tion of their territories ; 2, on the final decision of 
the Imperial Parhament with respect to the still con- 
troverted question of secondary punishments. In the 
meantime, the area of the Dependencies available for 
the transportation of convicts has been materially 
diminished bv the Orders in Council of June 26, 
1851, December 29, 1853, and January, 1854, while 
by statute 16 and 17 Victoria, cap. 99, the punish- 
ment itself has been in great measure abolished, f 

We have seen, then, that the British Dependencies 
aot only contribute nothing towards the revenues of 
che parent State, but involve the Imperial Parliament 
in a considerable portion of the cost of their own 

* In this calculation are not included 29,684 foreigners 
who passed through England for the same destination. 
\ Vide Chapter vii. ivfraf p. 343. 
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miKtary defence and civil government. We have 
seen also, that recent fundamental changes in our 
commercial policy have snapped asunder the bonds of 
mutual interest which once united them with Great 
Britain, while the changes in our criminal law, and 
the raised tone of public feeling in our penal Settle- 
ments, are fast rendering impossible any further 
attempts at convict Colonisation* 

To what purpose, then, it may be and has been 
asked, is this expenditure ? Wherefore, says the poli- 
tical economist, should the people of this country 
maintain by self-taxation a costly and remote empire, 
which contributes in no greater degree to their wealth 
or power than the independent principalities of the 
world ? Great Britain (says Adam Smith, writing in 
1775) is, perhaps since the world began, the only 
State which, as it has extended its empire, has only 
increased its expense without once augmenting its 
resources." How long, it is said, shall this anomaly 
continue ? 

To a question so propounded, it would be a suf- 
ficient reply that the alternatives of pecuniary loss 
and gain are not the only or even the primary consi- 
derations of enlightened statesmen, and though the 
affairs of empires may indeed be submitted, like those 
of husbandmen and manufacturers, to the test of the 
balance-sheet, it is not by this test alone that great 
questions of public policy are to be tried or finally 
decided. 

Monarchical government is a costly institution, but 
are we prepared therefore to abandon it ? To succoiu 
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and defend with our treasure and our arms feebler 
nations oppressed by tyranny or endangered by war, 
is an expensive, and (financially speaking) an unre- 
munerative process. Are we, therefore, at once to 
discontinue a pohcy which, while it has imposed on 
us enormous burdens, has at the same time given to 
Great Britain a foremost place among the nations of 
the world ? 

The Colonial Empire of England, as at present Probable 
administered, adds three millions sterling to the^^^^"* 
annual costs of the Imperial Government. Let it be ^^^^jces of 

^ sudden 

conceded, for the sake of argument, that England abandon- 

ment of 

receives nothing in return, and yet the advocates for Colonial 
the abandonment of Colonies will have gained not Gj^at'Bri^ 
one step towards the attainment of their object by **^ 
this concession, if it shall appear that the mainte- 
nance of a Colonial empire is essential in any one 
respect, as it is in very many, to the national well- 
being and influence of Great Britain. It is impos- 
sible fairly to appreciate the value of Dependencies to 
a parent State without contemplating for a moment 
the inevitable consequences of their abandonment. 
Let us suppose, that a Colony which has not yet 
attained that political vigour which is essential to in- 
dependence is suddenly cut adrift, and appropriated 
by some rival Power. A state of war exists or 
arises between that Power and Great Britain. The 
markets of the abandoned Colony are instantly closed 
to British trade, which suffers in proportion; but 
this is not all, for if, as would be highly probable in 
such a case, public opinion in the Colony is divided. 
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civil war ensues, and before the question of allegiance 
can be decided, all the ripening fruits of early civilisa- 
tion are blighted and destroyed. The premature and 
unnatural severance of a parent State from its sub- 
ordinate provinces, whether it be the result of an act 
of abandonment on the part of the former or of an 
act of rebeUion on that of the latter, cannot but be 
permanently calamitous to both, so far as their mate- 
rial interests are concerned. But to those who regard 
vast empires as created, and permitted to exist and 
expand for some higher purpose than the gratification 
of ambition, or the exercise of State-craft, or the de- 
velopment of material wealth, the dismemberment of 
such empires seems nothing less than the disorganisa- 
tion of a mighty machinery intended by God for the 
civilisation of mankind. Nor would it be difficult to 
prove that it is the interest, no less than the duty, of Eng- 
land to maintain this Imperial machinery unimpaired. 

But the real difficulty arises not from the random 
doctrines of those whose only remedy for every per- 
plexity is to cut the knot which they have neither the 
power nor the patience to unravel, but in the wise 
adaptation and gradual modification of our Colonial 
government according to the varying circumstances 
and advancing civilisation of those numerous commu- 
nities which it includes. 

It may, perhaps, tend to lessen this difficulty if we 
admit its existence. The government of distant De- 
pendencies has ever been, and will ever be, among the 
most perplexing problems of political science. The 
most distinguished statesmen have failed to solve it. 
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Modem improvements in the art of navigation, the 
abandonment of an obsolete and coercive commercial 
policy, and the gradual relinquishment of Imperial in- 
tervention in Colonial affairs, have indeed greatly con- 
tributed to simplify the process. Nevertheless, the 
British statesman has still to grapple with the same 
unchangeable conditions which baffled the genius of 
Edmund Burke, when, in adverting to the Colonies 
of America, he thus admonished the Imperial Parlia- 
ment : — " Three thousand miles of ocean lie between 
you and them. No contrivance can prevent the effect 
of this distance in weakening government. Seas roll 
and months pass between the order and execution, 
and the want of a speedy explanation of a single 
point is enough to defeat a whole system. Nothing 
worse happens to you than does to all nations who 
have extensive empire, and it happens in all the forms 
into which empire can be thrown. In large bodies 
the circulation of power must be less vigorous at the 
extremities. Nature has said it. The Turk cannot 
govern Egypt and Arabia and Kurdistan as he 
governs Thrace ; nor has he the same dominion in the 
Crimea and Algiers, which he has at Brusa and 
Smyrna. Spain in her provinces is, perhaps, not so 
well obeyed as you are in yours. She complies too, 
she submits, she watches times ; this is the immut- 
able condition, the eternal law of extensive and de- 
tached empires.*' 

The rapid growth of the British Dependencies 
during the last half-century, and the corresponding 
advance of public opinion at home in favour of their 

d 
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freedom from control, have indeed, by favouring the 
more expansive exercise of Colonial self-government, 
narrowed the domain and simplified the process of 
Imperial intervention. A remarkable illustration of 
this progress of opinion is afforded by the recorded 
words uttered forty years ago by a distinguished 
man who was not then regarded as an advocate 
of obsolete or impracticable doctrines. On June 
13, 1815, a Bill for the Registry of Slaves having 
been introduced into the House of Commons by 
Mr. Wilberforce, Sir Samuel Romilly said, '* A great 
deal has been gained by this debate. It is of great 
importance to put an end to the notion entertained, 
or at least proposed, by the planters, that their 
Colonial Legislatures have the sole and exclusive 
right to make laws to regulate their own internal 
concerns.'* 

The " notion" then entertained by the planters of 
Jamaica, which Sir S. Ronully imagined that the dis- 
cussion in which he was then engaged would for ever 
suppress, soon became the universally-received opinion 
not only of all the Colonists of the British Empire, 
but of all those who claimed any influence in the 
Councils of the Imperial Parliament. 

In 1839,* the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
(Lord Glenelg) thus " instructs*' Sir Francis Head :— , 
" Parliamentary legislation on any subject of exclu- 
sively internal concern to any British Colony, is, as a 
general rule, unconstitutional."t 

* Vide Parliamentary Papers, 1839, 118. 

t And yet when, in 1848, the Legislature of New Brunswick 
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And now " self-government for Colonies/' is among 
the most popular and fashionable political theses of 
the day^ both with those who are, and with those who 
are not, accurately informed upon the subject.* 

passed a law granting bounties on the coltivation of hemp, it 
was deemed constitutiousd to disallow that enactment, because 
it conflicted with the political bias of the EzecutiYe Qovem- 
ment at home. 

* The extravagant opinions which invariably attend all 
popular reactions, found an echo among the advocates of colo- 
nial independence in the House of Commons, and were thus 
powerfully exposed by Sir Robert Peel, in a speech on the 
affairs of Canada, January 16, 1838 : — 

"It was said that the majority of the people of Canada 
were disaffected to the British Government, and that, there- 
fore, they ought to be released from their allegiance. Let not 
the House forget that we had an extended Colonial empire, 
including India and parts of Europe. Let them not forget 
the extent to which this principle, if admitted, might be 
applied. Let it be laid down, then, as a principle, that the 
first expression of dissatisfaction with our Government, and 
the first instance of resistance to our authority, was to be a 
signal for abandoning our claim to superiority. If we laid •* 
down that principle, could it be limited to Colonies ? Could 
it not be applied to integral parts of the empire? Why 
might it not be extended to a part of England, if that part 
expressed itself dissatisfied with the rule of England ? The 
fact of dissatisfaction with our Government showed, as the 
honourable gentleman contended, that the Colony had been 
misgoverned ; and then he asked, what was the good of ruling 
over discontented subjects ? Why, if we were to act on such a 
rule of public conduct, the glory of England would in ten 
years be utterly annihilated. Was this great country prepared to 
^ay, on the first manifestation of any rebellious feeling, 
* Separate from us, and estabhsh a Government for yourselves,* 
instead of recalling them to their duty ? He thought not ; and 
that the application of this principle was perfectly inadmis- 
sible. If it applied to distant possessions, it applied also to 
those which were nearest to this coimtry. Suppose, for in- 
stance, that the people of the Isle of Wight should fall out, 

d 2 
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ProgwM But whatever merit may attach to the earliest ad- 
on the vocacy of Colonial self-government belongs not to any 
Coioidai^ statesman of the present generation. We have wit- 
Twnment ^^^^^^ in OUT owu days the revival of an old, not the 
discovery of a new principle in Colonial administra- 
tion. On the 6th of March, 1791, in the course of a 
debate in the House of Commons on the Quebec Bill, 
Mr. Fox warmly advocated the constitution of an 
Elective Legislative Council in Canada. "If," said 
he, " a local legislature is liberally formed, that cir- 
cumstance would induce me to overlook defects in the 
other regulations, because I am convinced that the 
only means of retaining distant Colonies with advan- 
tage, is to enable them to govern tbemselves.'" 

But " self-government" necessarily implies the 
powers of self-maintenance and of self-defence in the 
community which claims exemption from control. 

and say that they had a right to he independent ; that the 
rules of this philosophic argument were made for small as well 
as large communities ; and that they desired to try the sys- 
tem in order to he relieved from the heavy taxes at present 
imposed on them ; and they might say that they could show 
many equally small Italian States which were well governed 
and were prosperous ; and that the Channel lying between 
them and the mother country, there was no reason why they 
should not be equally so, or should not constitute themselves, 
like the Canadians, a small republic, with laws and institu- 
tions of their own. What would the honourable member 
say to that? His argument would apply there, if it applied 
at all. But then, seeing that the Isle of Wight might become 
attached to France, the honourable member might find it 
convenient to say, *No: you are essential to our security 
from your being contiguous to Portsmouth, and we cannot 
permit you to be separate.' But if the principle was good in 
one case, it would apply to all." 
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These conditions remarkably concurred in the case of 
the North- American Colonies, which had proved their 
capacities of self-support before they vindicated their' 
rights of self-government. The whole mflitary ex- 
penditure of the thirteen United States before the 
Revolution, including forts and garrisons, was paid by 
the produce of their own taxes. Their civil Grovem- 
ment, defrayed from the same source, cost less than 
£80,000 a year. During the seven years' war they 
raised, clothed, and paid 25,000 men, at the cost to 
themselves of several millions sterling. " They were 
governed,'' in the words of Franklin's evidence before 
the House of Commons in 1766, "at the expense to 
Great Britain of only a little pen, ink, and paper ; 
they were led by a thread." The fatal political errors 
which forced into a reluctant rebeUion the fairest pro- 
vinces of our empire, tended long to embarrass and 
to comphcate the Colonial relations of Great Britain. 
They bequeathed to ourselves and to our Colonists 
their appropriate legacy of jealousy and mistrust. 
These have, however, been in the course of the last 
half-century gradually dispelled, and have been suc- 
ceeded by relations of daily increasing mutual con- 
fidence, the natural bond of sister States owning a 
common origin, language, and religion. 

It is in the development of this poUcy, not in any 
controversies as to the soundness of its foundations, 
that the present practical difficulties of our Colonial 
government really consist. We have conceded to our 
Colonists the right to manage their own affairs, but 
they have not yet decided as to the degree or mode in 
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which they will exercise this power, in many im- 
portant particulars. Hence have arisen the vigorously- 
debated questions concerning the responsibihty of 
Executive Councillors of Colonial Governors to the 
Representative Assemblies ; also that respecting the 
comparative advantages of consohdating Colonial Par- 
liaments into one Chamber or dividing them into 
two ; and, lastly, the still fiercer controversy between 
the advocates of elective and nominated Legislative 
Councils in the Colonies, 
"Respon The chief difficulty in the practical working of 
Goyem- Colonial constitutions arises from the deficiency of 
material, that is, of men uniting the qualifications of 
leisure, capacity, and inclination for the task of legis- 
lation. " Statesmanship," says the biographer of Lord 
Metcalfe (and the remark applies not to Canada alone, 
but to all the British Colonies), " has not risen to an 
independent position, but is an appendage to the 
more certain support of professional occupation/' To 
work out the problem of " Responsible Gtovemment" 
in a Colony where the leading men, instead of press- 
ing into the ranks of pubHc life, shrink from its un- 
attractive risks on the various pleas of "urgent pri- 
vate affairs,*' would be, indeed, an Hercwlean task, 
even if the instructions originally framed for the 
guidance of Colonial Governors in this behalf, had 
been as distinct as they were contradictory and ob- 
scure.* 

To prescribe certain abstract principles of govem- 

* Tide Despatches of Lord J. Kussell to Lord Sydenham, 
quoted infra, pp. S7-Ji9. 
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ment suggested by the ancient usages of the British 
Constitution to the Queen's representative in a dis*' 
tant Qolony , was a comparatively easy task ; but we can 
scarcely be surprised if the adaptation of those prin-' 
dples to states of society to which they were utterly 
inappUcable, should have sometimes baffled the admi- 
nistrative powers of the most distinguished civil 
servants of the Crown.* 

The principles involved in ''Responsible Govem- 
menty^ according to the general understanding of that 
phrase, are nowhere more plainly defined, than in the 
following Resolutions passed by the House of Assem- 
bly of Canada in September, 1841. 

1. "That the head of the Executive Government of the 
province, being within the limits of his government the repre- 
sentative of the Sovereign, is responsible to the Imperial 
authority alone; but that, netertheless, the management of 
our local affairs can only be conducted by him, by and with 
the assistance, coimsel, and information of subordinate officers 
in the province." 

2, " That in order to preserve, between the different 
branches of the Provincial Parliament that harmony which is 
essential to the peace, welfare, and good government of the 
province, the chief advisers of the representative of the Sove- 
reign, constituting a Provincial Administration under him, 
ought to be men possessed of the confidence of the represen- 
tatives of the people ; thus affording a guarantee that the well- 
understood wishes and interests of the people, which our 
gracious Sovereign has declared shall be the rule of the Pro- 
vincial Government, will, on all occasions, be faithfully repre- 
sented and advocated." . 



* Vide Sir Charles Metcalfe's celebrated reply to the 
Warden and Councillors of the Gore District, Kaye, vol. ii. 
p. 533. 
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It is manifest that the local administrators of a 
system so critically devised must be subjected to the 
perplexing and ever-recurring conflict of an incon- 
sistent allegiance to two masters — the Colonial 
Assembly and the Sovereign of England. But, 
nevertheless, "Responsible Government" must be 
regarded as an accomplished political fact — ^a system, 
the success or failure of which, in any given Colony, 
must depend mainly on the tact and talent of the 
Queen's representative. The same causes which have 
led to government by party in almost all countries in 
which Representative Government exists at all, already 
operate in the more advanced Dependencies of the 
British Crown. "Men desire," says Adam Smith, 
" to have some share in the management of public 
aJBSairs chiefly on account of the importance which it 
gives them. Upon the power which the greater 
part of the leading men, the natural aristocracy of 
every country, have of preserving or defending their 
respective importance, depends the stability and dura- 
tion of every system of free government. In the 
attacks which these leading men are continually 
making upon the importance of one another, and in 
the defence of their own, consists the whole play of 
domestic faction and ambition."* 

The only formal step by which responsible govern- 
ment is usually established in a Colony, is the inser- 
tion in the Governor's instructions of an unlimited 
power to appoint new Councillors, subject formally to 

* Wealth of Nations, Book iv. cap. 7. 
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the Crown's confirmation ; it being understood that 
Councillors who have lost the confidence of the Local 
Legislature will tender their resignation to the 
Governor.* 

But if the premature and inconsiderate introduc- Conatiti*- 
tion of the system of government by party has some- Colonial 
times caused embarrassment by reason of the deficiency menSr 
of materials for the practical working of that system, ^"2!*" 
it has oftener happened that the formation of the con- ^tag«s 

. . of » smgle 

stitution itself has exhausted those materials which or double 
were available for political workmanship. And 
this brings us to the question of the comparative 
advantages of consolidating Colonial Parliaments into 
one chamber, or of dividing them into two. The 
difficulty arising from the scarcity of men of leisure 
and capacity in thinly-peopled Colonies, is of course 
greater where the constitution consists of two Legis- 
lative Chambers, than where their functions are com- 
bined in one. 

The question,- therefore, to be determined, either by 
or for each particular Colony, is whether the political 
advantages presumed to arise in the parent State 
from the influence of an " Upper House," as a check 
on the deliberations of the Lower, be, under the cir- 
cumstances of the Colony, really attainable. Should 
this question be answered in the negative, it is mani- 
fest that the introduction of a second deliberative 
body, whether elective or nominated, into the con- 
stitution of any given Colony^ can have no other re- 

* Vide Colonial Kegulations, Appendix B. 
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suit than to aggravate the admitted difficiilties arising 
from the limited supply of qualified legislators, and 
to complicate and delay all the processes of executive 
government. 

If, on the other hand, the Colony have attained to 
that degree of maturity at which the property and 
intelligence of the community can find an adeqtiate 
expression through an electoral body, on which cer- 
tain qualifications of wealth or age may confer the 
dignity of a Senate, empowered to revise, but not to 
overawe, the more changeful and impulsive edicts of 
a more popular Assembly, it would not be otherwise 
than natural, that a British Colony so circumstanced 
should frame its constitution on the threefold model 
of the parent State, which has been tried, and not 
found wanting, through the vicissitudes of a thousand 
years. 
^IJJ^ But it is with respect to the mode by which this 
vantages « Second Estate *' of the Colonial Government shall 

of nomi- , 

Dated and be Called into existence, that the most irreconcilable | 
Legisiar differences of opinion have arisen. The comparative | 
cib. ^^°" advantages to be derived from the creation of no- 
minated and elective Legislative Councils, have long 
been, and still are, the subject of warm and constant 
ccmtroversy. The latter system was adopted by three 
of the New England Colonies, whose Legislative Coun- 
cils were elected by the representatives of the people. 
The powers conferred on existing Legislative Coun- 
dls, nominated by the Crown, are defined below.* The 

* Vide infra, p. $^9. 
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object conteinplated in this institution was doubtless 
the creation of a Colonial life-peerage ; the members 
of whidi might, as a distinct legislative body, fulfil in 
the Colonies the functions of the House df Lords. 
An experience extending, in the case of some Colonies, 
over a period of nearly two centuries, has proved that 
this attractive theory could not be realised in practice. 
Except in those languid Colonial communities in 
which no institution could provoke intolerance, or 
excite enthusiasm, nominated Legislative Councils 
have been generally regarded simply as the creatures 
of patronage, or the instruments of despotism. 

In Canada, the Cape of Good Hope, and the Aus* 
tralian Colonies,* this opinion has been, as will 
hereafter appear, aliieady practicaUy vindicated. 

* It was for the alleged purpose of counteracting the coo* 
vict element, to ]whicb absolutely free institutions might, it 
was thought, have then given undue predominance, that a 
composite Chamber, of which one-tlurd were nomxneeE^ and 
two-thirds elected members, was established in New South 
Wales, in 1841. This form of constitution was extended to 
South Australia and Van Dieman's Land by the Australian 
Colonies Government Bill of 1650. It was in reference to 
the provisions of this Bill that a late member of the Council 
of New South Wales thus avowed what he declared to be the 
general opinion in the Australian Colonies respecting nomi* 
nated Legislative Councils : — " If there be any one institution 
which tends to bring the Home Government into collision 
with the Colony; to disturb the action of the constitutional 
system; to throw discredit upon public men; to introduce 
discord into the public councils ; and to create every disturb- 
ance which it is desirable to exclude firom the deliberations of 
a Legislative Assembly— 4t is the institution of Crown nomi- 
nees. They represent nobody ; they have not the slightest 
afl&niiy to an aristocratic institution ; they are the scapegoats 
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The Elective Senate of the United States may, in- 
deed, afford a discouraging precedent to those who 
desiderate, in an " Upper House," eflScient guarantees 
for political order and sedateness; but no rank or 
dignity which the Crown of England can confer on 
nominated Legislative Councils can compensate for 
the inherent infirmities of a deliberative body which 
does not enjoy the confidence of the Colonial popula- 
tion ; and with this attribute, at all events, no con- 
ceivable contrivance can invest the constitution of 
a newly-founded Colony, in which those ancestral 
associations which give the force of law to usages 
resting on a loving reverence for the past, have as 
yet taken no root. It is said that the ivy which 
clings to the ruined walls of the old world, is not in- 
digenous in the new ; and in political architecture, there 
is no known substitute for the mellowness of age. 
Time alone softens all things ; the influence which 
already beautifies those glorious minsters which owe 



of the constitution, the target for every attack, the butt of every 
jest. Ignominy and obloquy rain thick upon them ; a^d when 
it is asked whether the Colonies have materials for a second 
Chamber, the question may, I think, with more propriety be 
put, Can they have materials for nominees ? Can they have 
people so paramount in talent, so independent in property, so 
conciliatory in manner, so combining all sorts of contradictory 
attributes, that they can hold this invidious office without ex- 
posing themselves to the sort of treatment to which I have 
alluded ? That I think is impossible ; and it is not my opi- 
nion alone, but that of almost every person throughout the 
Australian Colonies." — Speech of Mr. Lowe at a meeting of 
the Society for the Beform of Colonial Government, held June 
I, 1850. 
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their origin to the freemasons of the twelfth century, 
may one day chasten and subdue all that is now 
rough and uncomely in those- political fabrics which 
have been so rapidly erected by the statesmen of 
the nineteenth. 

The extravagant and impatient anticipations inSelf-Ck>- 
which some theorists have indulged as to the imme- doea not 
diate effects of self-government on Colonial prosperity, sariiy 
are already contradicted by the actual state of those coionLl 
Dependencies which have enjoyed that boon for the f!^^^^ 
longest period and to the fullest possible extent. J^®" ^f 
Lord Grey may be well considered an impartial wit- St. Vin- 

cent. ftDQ 

ness on any point which may affect the political value Victoria, 
of Colonial freedom. Let us hear his testimony con- 
cerning the actual condition of the Colony of Jamaica. 
" This Colony has for two centuries been in posses- 
sion of a Representative Constitution, and the As- 
sembly npt only exercises the ordinary authority of 
a legislative body, but performs many of what are 
usually the functions of the Executive Government, 
the authority of the Crown being more restricted 
than elsewhere by various laws which have at different 
times been passed, and by usages which have grown 
up. But the actual condition of Jamaica, I regret to 
say, is far from being such as to show that the pos- 
session of the powers of self-government affords that 
complete security for the welfare of a community, and 
for the good management of its affairs, which many 
persons seem to suppose."* 

* Colonial Policy, vol. i. p. 166. 
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But Jamaica is not the only British Colony in 
which *' self-government" has disastrously coexisted 
with social and political retrogression. Jamaica is in 
this respect but too accurate a type of all those De- 
pendencies which were once the flourishing fields of 
tropical products, and are now fast relapsing into a 
state of physical, political, and moral wilderness. 

The Ciolony of St. Vincent, which now forms one 
of the Windward Group of the West-Indian Islands, 
received a Representative Constitution about a cen- 
tury ago. The first Assembly was convened in 1767 ; 
the first Act in the printed collection bears date July 
11, in that year. 

In the latest "Reports exhibiting the past and 
present state of Her Majesty's Colonial Possessions," 
transmitted with the Blue Books for 1854, and recently 
presented to both Houses of ParKament, I find the 
following passage relating to this Colony, which is 
remarkable not merely as illustrating the decadent 
state of the West-Indian Islands, already too noto- 
rious, but as conveying a wamiag against over con- 
fidence in any political machinery which has not for 
its motive power the life-giving energy of individual 
minds. 



" The population of St. Vincent is assumed {for no correct 
census has lately been taken) to be 30,128, who are supposed 
to be represented by nineteen members, chosen by themselves 
to form a House of Assembly, intended to be analogous in its 
constitution, powers, and privileges, to the House of Com- 
mons in England. 

** By the return given at p. 74 of the * Blue Book,' it vnll be 
observed, that at the last general election, in January, 1853, 
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ihere were only 203 electors registered for the whole Colony, 
and that, even out of this small number, only 130 came for- 
ward as Yoters. It thus appears, that out of the 30,128 inha- 
bitants, 130 iudiyiduaLs actuaUy elected the whole of the nine- 
teen representatives constituting the House of Assembly, 
having large powers for either good or evil in relation to the 
whole Oolony, which is bound by their acts, at least in all 
questions relating to or involving money considerations. But 
I am credibly informed, that even of these 130, who did appear 
as voters, a large proportion could scarcely be considered as 
coming forward voluntarily ; but had their voting tickets taken 
out and paid for by the candidates who polled them. ... In 
looking over the records of the returns of writs during the 
last few years, this indifference is still more strikingly dis« 
played ; and I find therefi-om (at various times), four members 
have been returned by ten voters, three members by five 
voters, two members by two voters, one member by one voter, 
and in one instance, a single voter actually returned two of 
the nineteen members composing the whole House of As- 
sembly. Nor is this indifference confined to the electors; 
there is often as much difficulty in getting a candidate for the 
representation ; and several instances are on record in which, 
afler the issue of writs, no return could be made in conse- 
quence of no candidate having come forward. 

" When all these difficulties are overcome, and the House 
actually constituted, a still more insurmotmtable impediment 
exists to its efficient working — the difficulty of getting toge- 
ther the number required by law to constitute a quorum. At 
first this number was eleven ; but it being found impracti- 
cable to assemble so large a proportion out of the nineteen, 
the minimum number was reduced to nine ; and even now 
the greatest difficulty is often experienced in getting this re- 
duced number together, and much delay and injury to the 
public interests necessarily result. 

"During the year 1854, the House only transacted business 
on twenty-eight days, and in the first quarter of the present 
year on eleven days, although, during this lastmentioned 
period, the embarrassed circumstances of the Colony, and the 
lapse of several important laws, seemed to make it doubly 
essential that no time should be lost in devising, considering, 
and enacting many measures vitally effecting the interests and 
well-being of the Colony, and every day's delay of these must 



Ixiv INTRODUCTION. 

prove a serious evil, as well as render more difficult any satis- 
factoiy adjustment of the questions involved. 

•* The real truth is, that in St. Vincent there is scarcely any 
resident proprietary body, and hardly any persons of educa- 
tion and ability, who are able or willing to devote their time 
to the public service without remuneration ; and this state of 
things is daily getting worse, in consequence of the impover- 
ished and decaying condition of the West Indies. Many of the 
members come in but rarely or irregularly ; and, as a natural 
consequence, the business of the country falls into the hands 
of a few individuals, who, residing either in the town or in 
the nearer districts, are still able and willing to give an occa- 
sional attendance at the House of Assembly. This is, how- 
ever, not representation. On the other hand, the Govern- 
ment is powerless ; and those measures which, in a Colony 
possessing a different constitution, would be promptly adopted 
by a well-organised and efficient Executive, cannot be here 
resorted to ; so, between the inefficient working of representa- 
tive institutions, and the inability. of the Executive to act 
without them, very little is done, and the Colony still remains 
without many of the most essential laws and the most neces- 
sary institutions. 

•* At the present moment, there is no public hospital in ope- 
ration, no orphan asylum, no refuge for the destitute, and no 
lunatic asylmn; no law in existence for the furtherance of 
education, no law regulating the management of intestate pro- 
perties, and none legalising a large portion of the public ex- 
penditm-e, or to meet the large debt owing by the Colony, and 
for which at present not even interest is being paid." * 

But if " self government " has not proved an in- 
fallible specific against the death-like torpor which 
has pervaded some of the oldest of our Colonial 
communities, there are others in which a too preco- 
cious development of pohtical life seems likely to be 

* Keport exhibiting the Past and Present State of Her 
Majesty's Colonial Possessions, transmitted with the Blue 
Books for 1854, and presented to both Houses of Parliament, 
1856. 



INTBOPUCTION. IxV 

attended by consequences not less disastrous than the 
evils arising from stagnation and indifference. If we 
pass from the ancient free Colony of St. Vincent, to 
the modern free Colony of Victoria, we shall have 
witnessed the principle of self-government tried by the 
severest tests of adversity and prosperity presented 
by the annals of our Colonial history. The revenue of 
Victoria was, in 1854 (the fifth year of its existence), 
£3,223,172. The expenditure in the same year was 
£4,045,291. By what extravagance this juvenile 
Government incurred this enormous debt, or by what 
means it has been or will be liquidated, does not clearly 
appear, but the records of the previous year afford us 
some clue to the mode in which the vast resources of 
Victoria have been dissipated by the Local Grovem- 
ment. 

"In the year 1853 alone, the Council voted J&l, 353,000 for 
the erection of public edifices, including a senate-house, 
palaces, hospitals, and asylums; they patronised the arts, 
science, and literature ; they laid down bridges, built towers, 
planned public gardens, libraries, and museums; and for a 
time their benevolence and liberality might be said to be of 
Imperial magnitude, and, upon some points, without a limit 
either defined or recognised. All this, of course, led to a 
large staff of officials, who had, from the unnatm^al condition of 
the markets, to be remunerated on a costly scale ; and even 
then, such was the confusion, and with such rapidity were the 
changes made, that all was in chaotic disorder, so that the 
authorities found themselves unequal to the task of govern- 
ment, both as regards public order and the regulation of re- 
ceipts and expenditure."* 

It is not, of com*se, intended to ascribe the po- 

* "The Commerce and Finance of Australia," 1866, p. 37. 

e 
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litical and commercial excitement of one group of 
Colonies, or the ruin and depopulation of another, to 
any causes connected with the system of self-govern- 
ment, though there can be little doubt, that if Vic- 
toria and Jamaica did not possess, as they do, an 
unfettered control over their own affairs, the disasters 
of both would be freely attributed to imperial mis- 
management; but it is impossible to contrast the 
actual workings of representative government in the 
British Dependencies, with the magnificent expecta- 
tions in which some sanguine theorists have indulged, 
without admitting that the results as yet realised have 
fallen £eij: short of those once anticipated from the 
agency of political organisation.* 

But if representative institutions have failed in our 
older Colonies to inbreathe life beneath the ribs of 
death, or to counteract in the younger communi- 
ties the downward tendencies of a rank material pros- 
perity, this is only to say, that they have not wrought 
miracles. In the West-Indian Colonies, the wealth, 
intelligence, and industry which once gave strength 
and comeliness to the body politic, are shrunk and 
withered ; the skeletons only of the ancient constitu- 
tions yet remain. May we not ask without irrever- 
ence, " Can these bones live ? " In the younger Co- 
lonies, on the other hand, forced, as it were, from in- 
fancy into middle life, undisciphned by those fiery 

* The clauses of Statute 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 76, for die crea- 
tion of Municipal Councils in New South Wales, aflford an 
instance of the futility of the forcing system in Colonial 
Government. Vide Parliamentary Paper 715, 1848. 
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trials which have chastened in the earher stages of 
their existence the old communities of Europe, can 
we marvel if the coarse and crude characteristics of 
immature nations should be occasionally exhibited in 
those childish and grotesque forms into which self- 
government has sometimes effloresced ? 

It is under the gradual, but certain influences of 
time alone, that the strength and efficiency of popular 
government in the Colonies can be fully and fairly 
tested, and it has been by the whimsical attempts to 
enforce on them for their presumed advantage poU- 
tical expedients inapplicable to their circumstances, 
that these ripening influences have been thwarted or 
delayed. 

To a similar impatience of results may be attri- 
buted the various contrivances devised from time to 
time for supplying new bonds of union between the 
Dependencies and the parent State. 

The representation of the Colonies in the Imperial 
Parliament was advocated before the American Revo- 
lution, on the high authority of Adam Smith,* but 

* " If each Colony were permitted to send such a number 
of representatives as suited the proportion of its contribution 
to the public revenue of the empire, a new method of acquir- 
ing importance, a new and more dazzling object of ambition, 
would be presented to the leading men. of each Colony. In- 
stead of peddling for the Uttle prizes which are to be won in 
what may be called the paltry raffles of Colony faction, they 
might then hope, from the presumption which men naturally 
have in their ability and good fortune, to draw ^ome of the 
great prizes which sometimes come from the wheel of the 
great state lottery of British politics." — Wealth of Nations, 
book iv. cap. 7. 
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though the same plausible suggestion has been since 
repeatedly renewed, there are now few persons of any 
Colonial experience by whom it is regarded in any 
other light than as a pleasing, but impracticable vision . 
If the delegation of full powers to Local Legisla- 
tures had not^superseded the necessity for such a 
contrivance, distance in some cases and the lack of poli- 
tical material in others would be insuperable obstacles 
tb its adoption. The remoteness from each other of its 
five Provinces, and the diflSculties of inter-colonial 
commimication, are fast reducing to a nullity even the 
Federal Constitution of New Zealand. The same 
causes which have hitherto hindered the political 
amalgamation of the North- American Colonies, ope- 
rate still more powerfully in the case of the Austra- 
lian group, and with tenfold force do they mihtate 
against the theory of combining fifty subordinate 
Governments scattered over the whole world in one 
central system of Imperial representation. It is not 
by dreaming of systems which would be valueless 
even if they were within our reach, but by the gra- 
dual expansion of those powers of self-government 
already conceded to our Colonial Legislatures, and in 
bringing those Colonies which are geographically re- 
mote, closer to us by the appliance of all the arts of 
modem navigation, that our real bond of union is to 
be found.* 

* The estabUshment of regular steam communication with 
aU the Colonies, and of a low uniform rate of postage, would 
do more to cement a permanent union than any possible poli- 
tical contrivances could effect. 
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K the experience of the past has not enabled us to To qualify 
anticipate all the details of future difGiculties, it has for ^d^ 
at ail events furnished irresistible evidence of the in- §Je p^a^- 
stabiUty of those principles of Colonial poUcy, which ^ ^^^^^. 
were once deemed to be the pillars of our national P«™i Go- 
greatness. To retain for the longest possible period^ 
at the smallest possible cost, with the greatest pos- 
sible advantage to ourselves, a permanent dominion 
over the Depend^cies of our empire, was once the 
problem which occupied the minds of British states- 
men. To ripen those communities to the earhest 
possible maturity — social, political, and commercial — 
to qualify them, by all the appliances within the reach 
of a parent State, for present self-government, and 
eventual independence, is now the universally ad- 
mitted object and aim of our Colonial poUcy. 

It may be, that the critical stage may soon be 
reached in the progress of the more advanced De- 
pendencies of Great Britain, when the years of their 
apprenticeship are passed, and nature shall pronounce 
them free. Let us hear, on this point, the opinion of 
one whose since-proved powers in Colonial adminis- 
tration lend an additional force to language, still fresh 
and appropriate, after the rapidly intervening changes 
and events of fifteen years. " It does not follow," 
says Mr. Meriyale, " as a necessary consequence, that 
the attainment of domestic freedom is inconsistent 
with a continued dependence on the Imperial sove- 
reignty. The epoch of separation is not marked and 
definite — a necessary point in the cycle of human 
affiedrs, as some theorists have regarded it. Union 
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might be preserved, for any reason which theory has 
to show against it, long after the sense of necessary 
dependence is gone- I do not speak of that in- 
glorious and unlovely subjection which may be main- 
tained by force, a possibility to which the last few 
years have given more colour than ever from the 
increased facilities of communication, and the terrible 
strength which has been added to the resources of 
modem war, but one which every wise man must 
deprecate as a far worse result than that which it 
prevents ; but the mere poUtical link of sovereignty 
may remain, by amicable consent, long after the 
Colony has acquired sufficient strength to stand alone. 
Existing relations may be preserved, by very slight 
sacrifices, on terms of mutual good-will ; but this can 
only be by the gradual relaxation of the ties of de- 
pendence. The union must more and more lose the 
protective and approximate to the federative charac- 
ter, and the Crown may remain at last, in solitary 
supremacy, the only common authority recognised by 
many diflferent Legislatures — ^by many nations politi- 
cally and socially distinct. 

" On such conditions as these — and assuredly if not 
on these, then on none — may we not conceive Eng- 
land as retaining the seat of the chief executive au- 
thority, the prescriptive reverence of her station, the 
superiority belonging to her vast accumulated wealth, 
as the commercial metropolis of the world, and united 
by these ties only with a hundred nations, not un- 
connected, like those which yielded to the spear of 
the Roman, but her own children, owning one faith 
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and one language ? May we not figure to ourselves, 
scattered thick as stars over the surface of this earth, 
communities of citizens owning the name of Britons, 
bound by allegiance to a British sovereign, and 
uniting heart and hand in maintaining the supremacy 
of Britain on every shore which her unconquered 
flag can reach ? These may be extravagant views, but 
if rightly understood, they have this advantage, that 
the pursuit of them cannot lead the mind to wander 
in an unprofitable track. They are altogether incon- 
sistent with the notions which have at difierent times 
led this country so fatally astray in the defence of 
valueless rights or imaginary advantages; they are 
altogether inconsistent with the idea of a subjection 
enforced by bayonets, of a subjection bought through 
the means of a constant and galling expenditure, or 
bought by the still more injurious method of con- 
ceding commercial monopohes. 

" Every step which could be taken towards the con- 
struction or maintenance of an union thus cemented, 
would be a step favourable to the individual well- 
being and prosperity of every member. Every ex- 
periment in this direction would be serviceable alike 
to the parent State which accomplished it, and to the 
CJolony aflfected by it, whether the ultimate destiny 
of that Colony were an equitable connection, or a 
bloodless separation."* 

* Lectures on Colonisation and Colonies, delivered before 
the University of Oxford, in 1839, 1840, and 1841, by Her- 
man Merivale, A.M., Professor of Political Economy, vol. ii. 
pp. 29}i-4. 
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CHAPTER I. 



AN OUTLINE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY AND 

EXISTING GOVERNMENT OF THE 

BRITISH DEPENDENCIES. 



Historical Sketch of the Home Administration of the British 
Dependencies. — ^Laws anfi Government of the British De- 
pendencies as affected by the mode of their original acqui- 
sition, either (1) by the occupation of vacant Territory, or 
(2) by cession or conquest from other Powers. — The existing 
Constitutions of the British Dependencies. (1) Those pos- 
sessing Representative Institutions under grant from the 
Crown. (2) Those for which the Crown retains the power 
of legislation. (3) Those of which the Constitutions have 
been established by Act of Parliament. — ^Powers of Colonial 
Governors. — Powers of the Executive Councils. — ^Powers of 
the Legislative Councils. — Powers of the Representative 
Assemblies. — Prerogatives reserved to the Crown in the 
Administration of the British Dependencies. (1) In respect 
of the confirmation or disallowance of Colonial Acts or 
Ordinances. (2) In respect of Territorial Revenues, and 
Royalties on Minerals. (3) In respect of Appellate Juris- 
diction. (4) In respect of the Foreign Relations of the 
Dependencies. 

THE Colonial Empire of Great Britain, which now Historical 
• . • 1 J .' X 1 J • • Sketch of 

comprises m its msmar and continental dominions ^^e Home 
more than one-seventh of the area of the habitable ^™*^*of 
globe, has been the gradual growth of nearly three the British 
hundred years.* During the first century of this dencies. 

* Vide Appendix A, Historical Sketch of the Order of Ac- 
quisition of the British Dependencies. 
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period — ^from the earliest attempt of British coloni- 
zation in Virginia till the enactment of the first 
Navigation Law — ^the Dependencies were not deemed 
of sufficient national importance to require the dis- 
tinct superintendence of any official department of 
the Government, and the whole administration, both 
executive and legislative, was exercised by the Sove- 
reign and Privy Council, with the very occasional 
interference of Parliament. The earlier Colonies were 
indeed regarded by the Sovereigns of England rather 
as part of their own demesnes than as subject to the 
jurisiiiction of the State. Territories in North 
America were granted to be held " as part of our 
manor of East Greenvdch, in Kent," "as of our 
Castle of Windsor," or "as of Hampton Court." 
When the House of Commons attempted to pass 
laws for estabUshing a free right of fishery on the 
coasts of Virginia, New England, and Newfoundland, 
they were told by the Ministers " that it was not fit 
to make laws here for those countries which are not 
yet annexed," — " that this bill was not proper for 
this House as it concemeth America." 
First ap- Jt was uot uutU the foundations of our future 

pointment 

of a Com- power, American, Asiatic, and European, had been 

the Privy for some years laid that the necessities of an in- 

thiTaffair? creasiug commerce (which had led the merchants of 

PI ^^L- ^^^ principal ports to memorialize Cromwell on the 

tions. same subject) prompted Charles 11. to delegate to a 

Committee of his Privy Council the affairs of a 

portion of the then existing British Dependencies. 

The Order in Council by which this Conunittee was 
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constituted appears to have been framed in the first 
instance in consequence of a dispute opnceming the 
government of St. Nevis. It bears date July 4, 1660, 
and runs as foUov^rs : " Upon a Petipon presented to 
His Majestic by diverse Merchants and others inter- 
ested in and tradynge to the English Planta^ons in 
America, &c., &c., His Majestic this day sittinge in 
Council hath appointed the Lord Chamberlain, the 
Earl of Southanapton, the Earl of Leicester, the Lord 
Viscount Saye and Sale, the Lord Roberts, Mr. Denzill 
Holies, Mr. Secretary Nicholas, Mr. Secretary Morice, 
Mr. Arthur Annesley, and Sir Anthony Ashley 
Cooper, or any three or more of them, to meet and 
sitt as a Committee every Monday and Thursday, at 
three of the clock in the afternoone, to jeceive, heare, 
examine, and deliberate upon any Petipon, Propo- 
sifon, Memoriall, or other Addresses which shall be 
presented or brought in by any Person or Persons 
concerning the Plantafons as well in the Continent as 
Islands of America, and from tyme to tyme make 
their reports to this Bord of their Proceedings." 

It will be seen that the instructions of this Com- 
mittee limit both the subject-matter and the scope of 
its authority to reports on questions arising in the 
insular and continental Colonies of America. It was, 
therefore, deemed necessary almost immediately after- 
wards to establish another tribunal with more exten- 
sive powers. 

Accordingly, six: months after the appointment of 
this Committee, by Patent dated December 1, 1660, 
Charles II. (having previously, by another instrument 

B 2 
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dated November 7, erected a Council of Trade) esta- 

GrettioB blished a " Council of Foreign Plantations/' to sit in 

Council of the Star Chamber at Westminster, and altogether 

Plants- distinct from the Privy Council. This Patent sets 

cDi^IL forth that the King, having provided for the general 

state and condition of trade, navigation, and foreign 

commerce of his several kingdoms, &c., is also 

mindful of his Colonies and foreign Plantations, 

which were settled and carried on by authority of 

commissions, &c., of his predecessors, and, thereupon, 

appoints a Standing Council, giving them full power 

to take into their consideration the present and futore 

state and condition of the several foreign Plantations. 

'The instructions to the said Council are as follows : — 

f^ey are commanded — 

1. "To infojrm themselves of the state and con- 
dition of all foreign Plantations; by what commis- 
sions they are and have been governed and disposed 
of; to procure copies of commissions and grants, to 
be transcribed and registered in a book. 

2. "To forthwith write letters to all the Governors, 
^c, of the English Plantations, informing them of 
the creation of a General Council of Trade, wherein 
their concernments are mmgled and provided for 
with the rest of the King's dominions, and espe- 
cially to inform them of this particular Council, which 
is applied only to the inspection and conduct of 
foreign Plantations. 

8. "To require the Governors, &c., to send an 
account of their affairs and constitution of their laws 
and Govemmenj;, 
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4. '^ To order and settle a continual correspondence, 
so as to be able, as often as required, to give to the 
King an account of the Government of each Colony 
and of their complaints. 

5. '^ To use prudential means for rendering those 
dominions useful to England, and England helpful to 
them, and for bringing the several Colonies and 
Plantations within themselves into a more certain and 
uniform way of civil government, and for better order- 
ing and distributing public justice among them. 

6. "To inquire .dihgently into the several govern- 
ments and councils of the Colonies, Plantations, and 
distant dominions belonging to other princes and 
States, and to examine by what conduct and poUcies 
they govern or benefit them. If such councils be 
good and practicable, to be appKed to our own 
Colonies. 

7. "To call to their assistance from time to time, 
as occasion may require, experienced persons, whether 
merchants, planters, seamen, artificers, &c, 

8. "To inquire into the strict execution of the 
late Act of Parliament for Encouraging and In- 
creasing of Shipping and Navigation. 

9. "To inquire touching emigration, and how 
noxious and unprofitable persons may be transplanted 
to the general advantage of the pubUc and commodity 
of our foreign Plantations. 

10. "To take care to propagate the Gospel; to 
send strict orders and instructions for regulating and 
reforming the debaucheries of planters and servants ; 
to consider how the natives, or such as have been 



6 HOME ADMINISTRATION 

purchased from other parts to be servants or slaves, 
may be best invited to the Christian faith. 

11. Lastly: "To advise, order, settle, and dispose 
of all matters relating to the good government of the 
foreign Plantations, according to their best skill; 
and, in all cases in which they shall judge further 
powers to be necessary, to address themselves to the 
King or Privy Council for farther directions.'' 

It is with reference to this Council that we find 
the following entry in Eveljm's Diary under date of 
February 28, 1671: — "The Treasurer acquainted 
me that His Majesty was graciously pleased to nomi- 
nate me one of the Council of Foreign Plantations, 
and to give me a salary of £500 per annum to 
encourage me."* 
Union of In 1672, by patent 24 Car. II., the business of 

the Coun- . 

ciis of the two Councils of Trade and of Plantations were 
tiong and united, by erecting a board, called the " Council of 
of Trade, rj^ade and Plantations." The Earl of Shaftesbury 
was appointed President, and Lord Culpepper Vice- 
President of this Council. The patent, dated Sept., 
1672, sets forth that the King's dominions had been 
considerably increased of late years by the accession 
of many great Colonies and Plantations in America 
and elsewhere, and that the customs and revenues, as 
well as the trade and wealth of the King's subjects 
at home and abroad, had much increased by mutual 
traffic and commerce between the King's dominions 
and Colonies and Plantations, as also by their several 
foreign and domestic trades respectively, and, there- 

* See also subsequent entry of May 26, 1671. 
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fore, for the improvement, encouragement, and pro- 
tection of the same, erects a Select Council to take 
care of the welfare of the said Colonies and Plan- 
tations and of the trade and navigation of the King's 
dominions, domestic and foreign, and of his said 
Colonies abeady belonging, or that might come into 
the King's hands, wheresoever situate (except Tangier), 
Any five of the Council to be a quorum, whereof the 
President or Vice-President to be one, except in 
particular cases, when certain others, particularly 
named, being present, or one of them with foiu* 
others might be a quorum in the absence of the 
President and Vice-President, to act according to the 
authorities contained in the commission and instruc- 
tions therewith sent, or according to other authorities 
and instructions which, from time to time, might be 
sent to them, • under the King's signet or sign- 
manual, and to certify the results of their resolutions 
or any propositions submitted to them by the King 
for consideration and determination. Every member 
of the Council to be sworn before being admitted 
according to the oath recited in the patent (except 
the Privy Councillors who had been sworn). The 
salary to the President was £800, to the Vice-President 
£600, and to nine other member8£500 each perannum. 
Eveljm appears to have been also a member of this 
Council, from the following entry in his Diary of 
September 1, 1672 : — " Now, our Council of Plan- 
tations met at Lord Shaftesbury's (Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) to read and reform the draught of our 
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new patent, joining the Council of Trade to our 
political capacities/' 

In 1677, by patent 26 Car. II., and bearing date 
December 21, the above commission of 24 Car. II. 
was revoked, and their papers, &c., directed to be 
delivered up to the clerk of the Privy Council. An 
interval of twenty years now occurred, during which 
it may be presumed that the functions of the Com- 
mittee of Council appointed by the first-cited order 
of July 4, 1660, were resumed with reference to such 
colonial affairs as came within the scope of their 
authority. 

In 1695, by patent dated December 16, William 
III. revived the Council of Trade and Plantations, 
and appointed Commissioners, whose authority was 
afterwards, from time to time, renewed. 

The Commission issued under this last-mentioned 
patent of 7 Wm. III., w^as for promoting the trade 
of the kingdom generally, and inspecting the Plan- 
tations in America and elsewhere ; and for this latter 
purpose the Council were directed to take under their 
care all records, grants, and papers remaining in the 
Plantation Office, or thereto belonging; to inform 
themselves of the present condition of the Colonies, 
as well with regard to the administration of the Go- 
vernment and justice in those places, as in relation to 
the commerce thereof; to look into the usual instruc- 
tions given to Governors of Plantations, and to see if 
anything might be added or omitted ; to take account 
yearly of the administration of the Governors, to con- 
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sider of proper persons to be Governors or Deputy- 
governors, in order to present their names to the 
King in Council ; to weigh all acts of the AssembUes 
of the Plantations that shall be sent to England for the 
King's approbation : the Commissioners to report from 
time to time their doings to the King or Privy 
Council. No records exist of the transactions of this 
Commission ; and that its functions were rather no- 
minal than otherwise may be inferred from an expres- 
sion contained in a letter from Evelyn to Lord Go- 
dolphin, dated June 16, 1696: "There is certainly 
wanting a Council of Trade, which should not be so 
called only, but really be in truth what it is called." 
The Board, however^ still existed, and nominally at 
least supervised the departments of Plantations and of 
Trade. 

In 1718, Richard West, M.P. for Grampound, 
was appointed counsel to the Board, and on this 
officer its colonial department practically devolved. 

In 1725, Francis Fane, M.P. for Taunton, and in 
1746, Matthew Lamb, M.P. for Stockbridge, held the 
same office successively. 

In 1766, by an official letter, dated August 26, in 
that year, Lord Shelbume directed that the Board of 
Trade and Plantations were in future to act as a 
board of advice on such points only as should be re- 
ferred from the Privy Council or Secretary of State. 
This order was, two years afterwards, cancelled by 
Lord Hillsborough, who, in 1768, restored the Board 
to its previous authority and practice. 

In 1768, the office of Secretary of State for the 
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First ap- Colonies was first established : but the Commissions 

pomtment 

of Secre- to the Comicil for Trade and Plantations continued 

sti^e'for to ruu in the like form and with like powers as before 

n^es.^^^ that appointment. 

In 1780, in a speech delivered in the House of 
Commons on Economical Reform, February 11, in 
that year, Burke speaks of the Board of Trade and 
Plantations as then consisting of eight Members of 
Parhament, receiving salaries of £1000 per annum 
each ; and in moving its suppression, he proposes to 
recommit all its business to the Council, " from whence 
it was very improvidently taken, and which business 
(whatever it might be) was much better done and 
without any expense, and indeed, where in efifect it 
may all come at last." 

Abolition la 1782, by statute 22 Geo. III. cap. 82, com- 

of the 

Council monly called Burke's Act, the office of Secretary of 
and Plan- State for the Colonies (which the loss of our North- 
^*^^^f\he A.merican Provinces had rendered almost a sinecure) 
^^^' and the Board of Trade and Plantations, were abo- 
tj^® CoJo- lished. By that Act, his Majesty was empowered to 
delegate to a Committee of the Privy Council all the 
functions hitherto fulfilled by the late Commissioners 
of Trade and Plantations ; and by Order in Council 
dated Sept. 11 of the same year (1782), circular 
instructions were issued to the governors of the 
Plantations, directing them to transmit to the Privy 
Council those duplicates of returns and accounts 
formerly sent to the Board now abolished. 

Until the power conferred by the Act to appoint 
a Committee was exercised, the details of the execu- 



lues. 



OF THE BRITISH DEPEKDEKOIEa 11 

tive administration of colonial affairs were at onoe 
committed to a subordinate branch of the Home 
(then called "Northern") Department, and were 
managed there by an under-secretary and three clerks, 
m what was styled the " Plantation branch" of the 
Home Office. A law-officer was also appointed to 
report on Colonial Acts. 
In 1784, by Order in Council dated March 5 (in 5*^^^ "^ 

' •' , ^ the an- 

which the original Order of July 4, 1660, is not re-cientCom- 
voked or noticed), ia Committee for the consideration the Prfyy 
of all matters relating to trade and foreign Planta- Trade and 
tions was apfpointed. This Committee, which was ^^Vnow 
constituted in exercise of the powers granted to his S^*^i** £ 
Majesty by statute 22 Geo. III. cap. 82, consisted of Trade.*' 
the following members: — ^The Earls of Aylesford, 
Effingham, and Clarendon; Lords Frederic Camp- 
bell, Ferrers, Grantham, Walsingham, Grantley, and 
Sydney; the Bishop of London, Sir Joseph Yorke, 
K.B., Charles Jenkinson, Henry Dundas, James and 
William Wyndham Grenville, Esqrs. 

The practical efifect of this Order was to revive 
the ancient Committee of the Privy Council, which 
the Order of July 4, 1660, had originally created, 
and to revest in that body, in ampler form, the powers 
which, from the patent of Charles IL, December 1, 
1660, till the passing of Burke's Act in 1782, had 
been partially exercised by an independent and dis- 
tmet tribunal, finally abolished by the last-mentioned 
statute. 

In 1786, by Order in Council dated August 22, a 
new Committee for the consideration of all matters 
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relating to trade and foreign Plantations was ap- 
pointed, consisting of the following members : — ^The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, First Lords of the Trea- 
sury and Admiralty, the three chief Secretaries of 
State, the Chancellor and Under-Treasurer of the 
Exchequer, the Speaker of the House of Commons, 
and other public officers ; also Lord Frederic Camp- 
bell, the Bishop of London, Lord Grantley, Sir Lloyd 
Kenyon, Honourable Thomas Harley, Sir Joseph 
Yorke, K.B., Sir John Goodricke, Bart., William 
Eden, James Grenville, and Thomas Orde, Esqrs. 
The Order appointing this Committee •concludes as 
follows : — " It is this day ordered by his Majesty in 
Council that all matters which stand referred to the 
Committee appointed by his Majesty's Order in 
Council of March 5, 1784, be, and the same are 
hereby referred to the Committee of Privy Council 
appointed this day: And his Majesty is further 
pleased to order, that the several papers relating to, 
or in any wise concerning trade and foreign Planta- 
tions, which now lye in the Council Office, or which 
were formerly in the custody of one of the principal 
officers of the late Board of Trade, or have since been 
in the custody of one of his Majesty's principal Secre- 
taries of State, be lodged in the office in which the 
business of the Committee of Council for Trade and 
Foreign Plantations shall be conducted." 

By a subsequent Order, dated August 25, of the 
same year, the estabUshment of the Committee for 
Trade and Plantations is placed on a definite footing, 
and certain salaries are ordered to be paid to the officers 
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and necessary attendants at their office. In pursu- 
ance of these Orders, the business which, since the 
passing of Burke's Act, in 1782, had been transacted 
in the Plantation branch of the Home Office, was 
transferred to the Committee of the Privy Council 
thus constituted ; and this body continued to admi- 
nister colonial affiiirs till 1794, when the office of 
Secretary of State for the Colonies was revived in the 
person of Lord Melville, then Secretary for War, to 
whom the department of the Colonies was likewise 
committed. 
In 1801, Lord Hobart succeeded to the office, and^^»??o^ 

T_ , . . the De- 

tne departments of War and Colonies were united partments 

of War 

under one Secretary. This arrangement continued and Colo- 
till 1854, when, in consequence of the war withi^*{^™ 
Russia, and the accumulated duties devolving on the J^^^^" 
Colonial Office, it was thought expedient to appoint a SoCTetary 
distinct chief Secretary of State to preside over each 
department. 

The active functions of the Committee of Council 
appointed in 1^86 appear to have ceased, so far as the 
plantations were concerned, immediately on the ap- 
pointment of the Secretary for War and Colonies. 
This Committee, popularly designated " the Board of 
Trade," is now chiefly occupied in the discharge of 
those functions which this title imports ; as a Com- 
mittee of Council for "Plantations," it acts simply 
as the referee of the Colonial Office, and the formal 
medium of declaring the royal pleasure, in the man- 
ner hereafter to be explained, respecting colonial acts 
and ordinances. Its position and powers are, in fact, 



14 



HOME ADMINISTRATION 



analogous to those of the Committee for the Affairs of 
Jersey, and Guernsey, or any other sub-committee of 
the Privy Council similarly constituted. In 1848 an 
attempt was made by Lord Grey to revive its active 
political functions, which were exercised in two Re- 
ports approved by her Majesty in CouncD, and dated 
May 1st, 1849, and January 30th, 1850, respecting 
the then projected constitutions for the Australian 
Colonies and the Cape of Good Hope respectively, 
and on a few other occasions on which Colonial 
questions of importance have been submitted to a 
Sub-Committee of the Board of Trade, constituted 
for the purpose. The various changes which have 
taken place in the administration of the Colonies since 
the first minister of that department was appointed, 
will appear from the following Table :— 

Officers of State who have superintended the Affaibs of 
THE British Dependencies under successive Adminis- 
trations, FROM 1768 TO THE PRESENT TiME, WITH THE 

Dates of their Appointments, and Official Titles of 
THEIR Departments. 

The names of those who have held office twice are printed in Italics. 



1768. Feb. 27 
1772. Aug. 27 

1776 Jan. 26 

1782. Mar. 27 

July 17 

1783. April 2 

Dec. 23 

1789. June 6 



WiUs, Earl of HiUsborough . 

William, Earl of Dartmouth . 
(Lord George Sackville Ger- 
\ maine. 

William, Earl of Shelbume . 

Thomas, Lord Grantham 

Frederic, Lord Noith . 

Francis, Marq. of Carmarthen 
(Right Hon. W. Wyndham 
( Grenville 



Secretaries 

for the 
" American 
or Colonial 
Depart- 
ment." 
Secretaries 
for the 
Home (for- 
merly North- 
em) Depart- 
ment" 
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1794. July 11 
1801. Mar. 17 

1804. May 13 

1805. July 10 



1809. Oct. 11 
1812. June 11 
1827. AprU 30 

Aug. 17 

1828 May 30 
1830. Nov. 22 

1833. April 3 

1834. June 6 

Dec. 20 

1835. AprU 18 
1839. Feb. 20 
1839. Ai^. 30 
1841. Sept. 3 

1845. Dec. 23 

1846. July 6 
1852. Feb. 27 

Dec. 28 

1854. June 15 
1865. Feb. 8 

May 1 

July 21 



(Rjgbt Hon. Henry Dundas 
[ (Lord Molrille). 
Bobert, Lord Hobart . 
John, Earl Camden 
Robert, Viscount Castlereagh 
Bt. Hon. William Wyndham 
Soberl, Vitcowit CatUereagh . 
( Bobert Banks, Earl of Liver- 
[ pool. 

Hemy, Earl Bathurst . 
Bt Hod. William Bobineon . 
BL Hon. Williain Huskisson 
Bt. Hon. Sir Geoi^ Murray 
Viscount Qod&rich . 
Bight Hon. E. G. S. Stanley 
Bt. Hon, Thomaa Spring.Riee 
George, Earl of Aberdeen 
Bight Hon. Charles Grant , 
(Constantine Henry, Marquis 
\ of Normanby. 
Lord John Bussell 
Lord Stanley {Earl Derby) 
(Eight Hon. WiUiam Ewart 
[ Gladstone. 
Henry, Earl Grey 
(Bight Hon. Sir John S. 
[ Faldngton. 

(Henry Pelham, Duke of 
I Newcastle. 

Right Hon. Sir Georae Grey 
Bight Hon. Sidney Herbert . 
hard John Russell . 
Bight Hon. SirW. Molesworth 



Secretaries 

for 
" War and 

Colonies." 



The general administration of the British De- 
pendencies, with the three exceptions of British 
India, the Channel Islands, and the Isle of Man, is 
now committed to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department. The proximity of the two 
latter Dependencies to the parent State appears to 
account for the reference of all questions involving 
tHe exercise of central authority over them to the 
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Home Office. The larger and more important ex- 
ception of the territories of the East India Company 
from the ordinary Bystem by which our subordinate 
Governments are administered, requires a fuller ex- 
planation, which the detailed history of those terri- 
tories can alone supply. It may be sufficient here to 
remark, that the expansion of British power and do- 
minion in India precisely concurred, in point of time, 
with the loss of those American provinces which had 
theretofore formed the bulk of our colonial domain. 
The Imperial Parliament which, at the suggestion 
of Burke, in 1782, had broken up as useless the 
whole existing framework of colonial administration, 
was compelled, only two years afterwards, at the 
suggestion of Pitt, in 1784, to devise an entirely new 
machinery for the Home government of its De- 
pendencies in Hindostan, which it has since been 
deemed expedient, with various subsequent modifi- 
cations, to retain. 

A fourth exception to the general rule may possibly 
be found in the vast territories, subject to the Crown 
of Great Britain, but of which both the soil and govern- 
ment are vested by charter in the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany. The Secretary for the Colonial Department is, 
indeed, the recognised channel of communication with 
that Company when its aflFairs come under the notice 
of Government ; but he does not interfere in the in- 
ternal administration of those territories. 

The Dependencies now administered through the 
Colonial Office, by distinct subordinate Governments, 
are as foDows : — 
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Three in Europe, besides the Ionian Islands, over Depen- 
which Great Britain exercises only the authority of adminu- 
a protecting State ; three in Asia ; eight in Africa through 
(including Mauritius and St Helena, as gec^raphically ^)j office, 
nearest to that continent) ; seventeen in America (cal- 
culating the Les3er Antilles as consolidated under the 
two Grovemments, formerly, of the Leewai'd and Wind- 
ward Isles, now officially termed of Antigua and Bar- 
bados) ; and six in Australasia : making in aU, thirty- 
eight subordinate Governments. 

With respect to these, certain exceptions, limiting 
the authority of the Colooial Department in some 
particulars, must be noticed. Military works, build- 
ings, roads, and barracks are subject to the Ordnance 
Office. Customs appointments, where the patronage 
is exercised by the Home Government, are vested in 
the Lords of the Treasury. The transport of stores is 
placed under the Lords of the Admiralty; and the 
discipline and employment of troops under the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. The appointment of a Secretary 
for War may occasion further changes in this dis- 
tribution of authority. 

We have thus traced the Home administration of The laws 
the British Dependencies through its various changes, yernment 
from the appointment of the first Committee of British 
Council on Plantations, in 1660, to the re-consti- ^i®^^*^^^ 
tution of the Secretaryship for the Colonies, as a^^^^^J^-J 
distinct department of the Government, in 1854. of their 

* original 

But, in order to apprehend correctly the present aoquisi- 
bearings of imperial law and government on all the 
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Dependencies, some reference to tlie mode of their 
original acquisition is essential. 

The Dependencies have been classified by com- 
mentators on colonial jurisprudence, under two leading 
divisions : — 

1. Those acquired by the occupation of vacant 
territory. 

. 2. Those acquired by cession or conquest from 
other powers. 

This classification affects not only the constitutional 
history of the Dependencies, but their political and 
legal relations with the parent State at the present 

To trace the diversities of colonial laws as resulting 
from the mode in which the Dependencies were each 
priginally acquired, belongs not to our present inquiiy, 
which is limited to the effects of that distinction on 
their constitutional lineage, and their present forms of 
government. 
Depen- jj^ Dependencies acquired by the occupation of va- 

dencies ^ ^ j r 

acquired cant territory, the common law of England, and so 

by the oc- . , . _ 

cupation much of the statute law as is applicable to the situ- 

01 vacaiiw <• !• i /» •/»« /~i 1 • • 

territory, ation a^d cu'cumstances oi an iniant Colony, is unme- 
diately in force. One of the earliest autiioritative 
expositions of this rule is qontained in the judgai^it 
of the Privy Council on an appeal from the planta- 
tions in 1722, where it is said that '* if there be a new 
and uninhabited country found out by British. . sub- 
jects, as the law ia the birthright of every subject^ so, 
' jyhereyer they go, they carry their laws with them; 
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and therefore such new-found country is to be go- 
verned by the laws of England."* The same doc- 
trine was asserted and developed by Lord Mansfield 
in the celebrated case of Campbell v. HaU^f which 
may be said to form the leading authority on this 
highly important subject. The results of this doc- 
trine, as now generally understood, are, that when a 
DOW Ciolony is formed by occupation, the inhabitants 
are entitled to be represented in their Legislature; 
that the Crown may constitute a Legislature contain* 
ing this representative element, which is usually done 
by commission to the Governor. But the Crown can- 
not take away this inherent right to self-government : 
if it is desired to establish any different form of 
legislature (as, for instance, in Colonies to which 
transportation took place), this must be done by Act 
of Parliament. It follows, as a natural consequence 
of this rule, that the creation of laws and forms of 
government for unoccupied and newly-acquired ter- 
ritories has been regarded as a national function, to 
be exercised by the collective power of the Imperial 
Parliament, as trustees for the inhabitants. 
In those Dependencies, on the other hand, which ^epen- 

, * , dencies 

have been acquired by conquest or cession from other acquired 
powers, the laws imposed by former sovereignties or con^*^"* 
remain in force until provision is made for their ^''"**- 
government either by the Crown (which has full 
power, of legislation for such Colonies, generally ex«« 
etcised by Order in Council) or by Parliament, It is, 

* 2 Peere Williams, p. 75« \ Cowper's Bepprts, p. %0Q. 

c 2 
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however, held that when once the Crown has esta- 
blished in a Colony of this description a Legislature 
with a representative element, its own power to tax 
and to legislate ceases : a point on which questions 
of some nicety have arisen, which have never received 
full decision. If a representative constitution is 
created in such Colony, it is of course competent to 
the Legislatures so established to embody the common 
law and all or any portion of the statute law of England 
in their own codes, as was done by the Legislature 
of Antigua in 1705. 

The laws of Spain, Holland, and France are still 
wholly or partially in force in those Colonies which 
Great Britain has acquired from those powers. The 
Erench Code de la Martinique, for instance, in St. 
Lucia, and part of the feudal laws of France affecting 
land in Lower Canada ; also four of the five branches 
of the Code Napoleon in the Mauritius ; the ancient 
customs of Normandy, as contained in " Le Grand 
Coutumier," or in La Somme de Manuel, in the 
Channel Islands ; the Spanish Recopilacion de las 
Indias in Trinidad ; the Roman-Dutch Law of the 
Seven United Provinces in British Guiana, the Cape of 
Grood Hope, and Ceylon; the old Sicilian laws in 
Malta; and the Hindoo and Mohammedan laws in 
British Hindostan. Nor are there wanting instances 
in which the laws and usages of ceded and conquered 
territories, though inconsistent with, and even repug- 
nant to, those of the parent State, have been per- 
mitted to sundve their annexation to the British 
Empire. Thus, in the celebrated case of General 
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HctoD, the question was mucli argued, though not 
finally decided, whether obtaimng evidence by torture 
was legal in Trinidad ; polygamy has been tolerated 
in Ceylon, the burning of widows in India, and slaveiy 
in the American Dependencies. 

The powers of the Crown in respect to conquered 
Dependencies are thus defined by Sir Edward Coke in 
his report of a case decided in 1609 : " If a king 
come to a Christian kingdom by conquest, seeing 
that he hath * vitae et necis potestatem,* he may, at 
his pleasure, alter and change the laws of that 
kingdom." Again, in 1722, in the case above cited,* 
it was held by the Lords of the Privy Council that 
''where the King of England conquers a country^ 
the conqueror, by saving the lives of the people 
conquered, gains a right and property in such people, 
in consequence of which he may impose on them 
what laws he pleases/' Again, in 1774, Lord Mans* 
field's judgment in Campbell t?. Hall,t which was a 
case involving the claim of the Crown to the four and 
a half per cent, duties on exports from Grenada, 
affirms the same proposition, with this modification : 
that "if the King (and, when I say the King, I 
always mean the King without the <5oncurrence of 
Parliament) has a power to alter the old, and intro- 
duce new, laws in a conquered country, this 
legislation being subordinate to hiJs own authority 
in Parliament, he cannot make any new change con* 
trary to fundamental principles— that is to say, he 
cannot exempt an inhabitant of such conquered 

♦ Supra, p. 18. t Supra, p. 19. 
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country from the power of Parliament, or give them 
privileges exclusive of his other subjects." 

The maxims here laid down as to the royal pre- 
rogative in providing for the government of con- 
quered countries have been uniformly applied to 
those ceded by treaties to the British Crown, unless 
the right be restricted by compact with the ceding 
party; and it is an essential element of this rule that 
the articles of peace by which a country is ceded 
are sacred and inviolable, according to their true 
intent and meaning. 

To recognise, remodel, or altogether to supersede 
the existing laws of conquered and ceded Depen- 
dencies, though no longer asserted in the arbitrary 
language of our ancient lawyers, is still deemed the 
prerogative of the Crown ; while, on the other hand, 
the exercise of the same powers, in respect of Depen- 
dencies acquired by the occupation of vacant terri- 
tory, is still in theory and in practice the prerogative 
of Parliament. 
Existing The Dependencies may, therefore, be divided, as 
tions of regards their poUtical institutions, into three classes ; 
dependen- although such is the great variety of our system, both 
^*®*' as to its origin and its practice, that a much more 
minute classification would be required to exhaust the 
subject. 
1. Those 1. Dependencies possessing representative institu- 

possessmg , * * ox 

repre- tious uudcr grant from the Crown, usually bv com- 
institu- mission, sometimes by Order in Council or charter. 
der^grant T© this class belong Jamaica and all the older, or 
Crown!''' British West-Indian Colonies ; all the North- Amen- 
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can Colonies (except Canada and Newfoundland), the 
Cape of Good Hope, and Malta, where a certain 
number of elective representatives have recently been 
added to the Council by charter. • 

2. Dependencies obtained by conquest, for which 2. ^^. 
the Crown retains the power of legislation, and which the Grown 
are popularly termed " Crown Colonies/' They are power of 
now reduced in number to the following : Gibraltar, ^^ 
Heligoland, Labuan, Ceylon, Mauritius, Natal, British 
Kafraria, Trinidad, St. Lucia. 

British Guiana, with its very peculiar institutions, 
seems to hold an intermediate position. 

In most of these Dependencies, the ordinary func- 
tions of legislation are vested in Councils nominated 
by the Crown ; but the Crown retains the concurrent 
and paramount power of legislation in itself. 

3. Dependencies of which the constitution has\T^/^,^^ 

^ which the 

been established by Act of Parliament. The aid of conatitu- 

tions baye 

Parliament has been requisite in some caises to give been esta- 
representative institutions where former Acts, or other Actof Pa^ 
obstacles, stood in the way ; in other cases to esta- "*™®^*' 
folish Crown or nominated Councils where thought 
expedient. To the first division belong Canada,* 
Newfoundland, the Australian Colonies generally, and 
New Zealand ; to the latter, Western Australia, the 
settlements on the west coast of Africa, St. Helena, 
Hong Kong, the Falkland Islands, and the territories 
of the East India Company. 

* The reli^ous rights which hy the terms of capitulation 
were reserved to Canada could only he legally and effectually 
goaranteed hy an Act of the Imperial Parliament. 



24 DEPBNDBNCaES POSSESSING 

With respect to the more numerous and important 
class of Dependencies which possess representative 
institutions, the constitutions, whether established by 
the Crown or Parliament, have been framed generaUjr 
on the model of that of the parent State. ^ 

The Governor, Legislative Council, and House of 
Assembly, have respectively represented, in theory 
at least, the Sovereign, Lords, and Commons of the 
Imperial Parliament. It is remarkable that, with tbe 
exception of military garrisons and colonies vested 
in chartered companies, this threefold form of govern- 
ment was, until the commencement of the present 
century, the uniform type of a colonial constitution. 
The powers vested in its Three Estates respectively 
remain to be considered. 
Powers of In every British Dependency, the personal authority 
Govcr- of the Sovereign is represented and executed by the 
^^"' Governor, who is uniformly appointed by Royal Com- 
mission. And with respect to this prerogative, the 
expedienc}' of which has been' recently called in 
question, it is not unimp(Hrtant to observe that ev^n 
over the ancient proprietary colonies of North Ame- 
rica, sometimes cited as precedents for the elective 
system, a royal veto on the appointment of Gover- 
nors was specially reserved. By statute 7 & 8 Wm. 
III. cap. 22, s. 16 (passed in 1696), it was provided 
" that all Govesrnprs nominated and appointed by the 
proprietors of any islands or tracts of land on the 

* In some instances, as in the Australian Colonies, the 
establishment of a threefold form of government has been 
preceded by that of a single legislative chamber, composed 
partly of elected members, and. partly of nominees. 
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ccmtinent of America, who shall be entitled to make 
such nomination, shall be allowed and approved by 
his Majesty, and shall take the oaths enjoined by this 
or aby other Acts to be taken by the Governors in 
other his Majesty's colonies, before entering on their 
respective governments." The Governor of each De- 
pendency is now appointed by her Majesty in Council, 
his powers being defined by the commission and in- 
structions under which he acts. 

In pursuance of a rule first prescribed by Mr. 
Huskisson, his appointment is usually understood to 
last for six years. 

The Governor has the prerogative of sumnloning, 
adjourning, proroguing, and dissolving all legislative 
assemUies ; of veto on all their Bills ; of reprieving 
and pardoning under certain restrictions ; of suspend- 
ing for misconduct all officers, civil, naval, and mili- 
tary, in his colony. The appointment to many sala-* 
ried offices is vested in him by law in certain Colonies ; 
but on general principle, colonial appointments are 
vested in the Crown and made by the Secretary of 
State. It is, however, understood that appointments 
under £300 a year are left to Governors, while their 
recommendations arc very geperally followed as to 
others. He is custodier of the FubUc Seal of the 
Colony. Process is issued by him, and tested in his 
name. He has the general superintendence of edu- 
cation within his Colony. He appomts, on behalf of 
the Crown, to ecclesiastical benefices in the Colonies, 
when these exist. The moneys to be expended for 
the public service are issued under his warrant. 
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He is Yice-Admiral within the limits of his govern- 
ment. He is also Captain-General and Commander- 
in-Chief in all Colonies, except those in which the com- 
mand of her Majesty's land forces may be specially 
committed to a military officer of the rank of colonel. 

Under the old colonial constitutions, extensive 
powers of a judicial nature were vested in Go- 
vernors. -They exercised, generally speaking, not 
only in name, but in fact, the authority of the Court 
of Chancery, and also of Courts of Error at common 
law. They also exercised certain branches of eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction, such as the grant of probates, 
administrations, and licences for marriage. The chief 
remains of these old usages are now to be found in 
the West India Islands; but the powers of most 
Governors, in these respects, have been so curtailed 
by modem legislation, that their enumeration is now 
rather antiquated. 

Among the special civil duties imposed on the 
Governor of each Colony, is the compilation and re- 
turn to the Colonial Office of specific reports of the 
civil establishments, revenue, and expenditure of the 
Colony which he governs. In pursuance of statutes 
11 and 12 Wm. III. c. 12, and 42 Geo. IIL c. 85, 
colonial Governors may be tried for misconduct in the 
Court of Queen's Bench in England. 
Powers of The Govemors of all the Colonies, with two excep- 

Executiye 

Councils, tions, are aided in the discharge of their duties by an 
Executive or Privy Council, composed ordinarily of a 
selection from the leading civil officers for the time 
being. According to the old form of colonial consti- 
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tution still subsisting in most of the West India 
Islands, the "Council/' or "Privy Council," is at 
once the Governor's council of advice, and the l^is-* 
lative council of the Colony. But according to 
modem practice, in almost all Colonies, even down to 
the smallest, the two bodies are distinct. The Execu- 
tive Council is composed of a small number of the 
principal officials of the settlement, appointed and 
removable by the Crown. There are many functions 
which, either by positive law or recognised usage, the 
Governor is bound to perform, " with the advice of 
his Council ; '' such, for instance, as appointment to 
offices in his gift, suspension and punishment of offi- 
cers, the introduction of Grovemment measures to the 
Legislature. 

This institution, however, has undergone a change 
of very great importance in some Colonies, by the 
estabUshment of what is popularly termed " respon- 
sible government/' 

In 1838, an attempt was made in Canada to place 
the Executive Council on the same tenure of responsi- 
bility to the Assembly of that province which the 
British Ministry now occupies in reference to the 
House of Commons — removable, that is to say, by a 
vote of censure. In a despatch addressed to Lord 
Sydenham, and dated October 14, 1889, Lord John 
Russell, then Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
thus expressed himself on this subject : — " It appears 
from Sir George Arthur's despatches, that you may 
encounter much difficulty in subduing the excitement 
which prevails on the question of what is called ^ re- 
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sponsible government.' I have to instruct you, how- 
ever, to refuse any explanation which may be con- 
strued to imply an acquiescence in the petitions and 
addresses upon this subject. The power for which a 
Minister is responsible in England is not his own 
power, but the power of the Crown, of which he is 
for the time the organ. It is obvious that the 
Executive Councillor of a colony is in a situation 
totally diflFerent. The Governor under whom he 
serves receives his orders from the Crown of England. 
But can the Colonial Council be the advisers of the 
Crown of England ? Evidently not ; for the Crown 
has other advisers for the same functions, and with 
superior authority. It may happen, therefore, that 
the Governor receives, at one and the same time, in- 
structions from the Queen and advice from his Exe- 
cutive Council totally at variance with each other. If 
he is to obey his mstructions from England, the 
parallel of constitutional responsibility entirely fails ; 
if, on the other hand, he is to follow the advice of his 
Council, he is no longer a subordinate officer, but an 
independent sovereign." 

This despatch was immediately followed by another, 
bearing date October 16 in the same year, the object 
of which is stated to be to lay down certain rules appli- 
cable to Canada, respecting the tenure on which offices 
in the gift of the Crown were then held throughout the 
British Colonies. In this second despatch. Lord John 
Russell instructs Lord Sydenham that hereafter the 
tenure of certain enumerated colonial functionaries, 
being Members of Council and heads of administra- 
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tive departments, holding office during her Majest/s 
pleasure, would not be regarded as equivalent to a 
tenure during good behaviour ; but that such officers 
would be called upon to retire from the public service 
" as often as any sufficient motives of public policy 
might suggest the expediency of that measure/' This 
despatch has been interpreted to sanction the removal, 
by vote of censure or otherwise, of the members of 
the Executive Councils whenever unable to command 
majorities in the Representative Assemblies, and has 
been thus regarded as the charter of '' responsible 
government,'' in respect of which Lord John Russell 
had, two days previously, forbidden Lord Sydenham 
to grant any explanation which might imply acqui- 
escence. This principle is now not only established 
and acknowledged in the North- American provinces, 
but partially introduced in Jamaica, and prospectively 
adopted throughout the five chief Colonies of the 
Austraksian group. 
The Second Estate of our colonial Governments, Po^«" o^ 

Legiuar 

intended by the theorv of its constitution to fulfil the tire Conn* 
functions of the hereditary peerage of Great Britain, 
is the Legislative Council. This body is ordinarily 
nominated by the Crown, and consists of a certain 
number of civil functionaries and a certain number 
of private colonists, commonly called the ''official 
and non-official members." As legislators, its mem- 
bers act in an upper House. They can originate and 
reject Bills, or propose amendments, except in cases 
of Money Bilfe. The exj^^nt of their Parliamentary 
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privileges is considerable, but hardly admits of l^al 
definition. 

The members of the Legislative Council are styled 
*^ Honourable " by courtesy, but receive no emolu- 
ments. It is said they may be suspended by the 
Governor for misconduct.* 

Up to the present year (1855) the experiment of 
an upper Elective Chamber (termed in Ammcan 
constitutions the Senate) has been tried in one Colony 
only, namely, the Cape of Good Hope, where it was 
introduced in 1852. But a tendency to this change 
has for some time existed in other Colonies, and in 
some it is on the eve of introduction, as will be here- 
after more fully noticed. 

It may be convenient to state here, that in Crown 
Colonies the single Legislative Chamber, or Legis- 
lative Council, is constructed in precisely the same 
manner as the Legislative Council in representative 
Colonies, although its powers and functions are of 
course widely diflFerent. 
Powers of The Third Estate, or " House of Assembly," is, in 
SSfve aT those Colonies to which jfree constitutions have been 
sembiies. granted, simply a miniature copy (so far as its or- 
ganisation is concerned) of the British House of Com- 
mons. The Assemblies in the older Colonies were 
summoned by royal writ, in pursuance, of com- 
missions and instructions to Governors, on the prin- 
ciple that the election of representatives is, as Lord 
Chief Justice Holt expresses it, " an original right, 

* Vide Clark's Colonial Law* 
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vested in and inseparable from the freehold/' neither 
to be given nor taken away by the Crown or Farlia* 
ment of the parent State; though, in more recent 
times, the power of the latter to confer or withhold 
this privilege has been repeatedly asserted. 

The constitution of these Assemblies, both as to 
qualification of members and electors, and in other par- 
ticulars, varies in the various Colonies of the empire : 
certain uniform features, nevertheless, attach to. all. 

In all, the suffrages of electors are taken by a Crown 
officer ; in all, oaths of allegiance are administered, 
and the session opened by the representative of the 
Crown. All elect their Speaker, have power to com- 
mit for certffln contempts (although the equaUty of 
their powers in this respect with those of the House of 
Commons has been denied), to control public accounts, 
vote supplies, impose taxes, and frame laws and ordi- 
nances. As our older colonial constitutions are of 
earlier date than the famous standing order of the 
•House of Commons of 1706, ''that this House will 
receive no petition for any sum of money relating to 
the public service, but what is recommended from 
the Crown ; " they, and indeed many of more recent 
time, want this important provision, so valuable at ' 
once as a check on needless expenditure, and as a 
support to the Executive. In the West India '^ 
Islands generally, for instance, any member of the. 
Assembly may initiate a money vote. But in all Act 
of Parliament constitutions, and in those recently 
granted by the Crown, this initiative is carefully pre- 
served to the local government. In Jamaica, the 
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Assembly has recently parted with this portion of its 
ancient privileges, from the recognised abuses to 
which it had led. 

The affirmative voice of the people in the colonial 
Assemblies . may be opposed by three negatives — the 
first vested in the Council, the second in the Governor, 
and the third in the Crown. 

The Assemblies have, with concurrence of the Go- 
vernor and Council, absolute legislative powers, sub- 
ject to the Crown's power of disallowance, as hereafter 
explained; subject also to a provision contained in 
statute 3 and 4 Wm. IV. cap. 59, s. 56 : " that 
all laws, bye-laws, usages, or customs, which, at the 
time of the passing of this Act, or which hereafter 
shall be in practice, or endeavoured or pretended to 
be in force or practice in any of the British pos- 
sessions in America, which are in any wise repugnant 
to this Act or to any Act of Parliament made or here- 
after to be made in the United Kingdom, so far as 
such Act shall relate to and mention the said pos- 
sessions, are and shall be null and void to all intents 
and purposes whatsoever."* A provision, as may be 
easily supposed, not very manageable in. practice. 
P^erogft- The legislative powers of our colonial Governments 
senred to having been thus defined, the prerogatives reserved to 
liai Go- the parent State, in dealing with the laws passed in 
^^^1^. the Dependencies, and in the exercise of a general im- 
Slraofthe P^^ control, remain to be considered. The laws 
Depen- passed in those Dependencies in* which representative 
government exists, are generally called " Acts : '' the 

« See also 8^9 Yiet. cap. 98, s. 63. 
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laws passed in those in which it does not exist are 
called " Ordinances/' " Ordinances" are simply con- 
finned or disallowed by the Crown ; the Crown's 
pleasure being signified by despatch from the Secre- 
tary of State. 

" Acts," in Colonies under the ordinary constitu- 
tion, are dealt with by Order in Council, either spe- 
cially confirming them, leaving them to their opera- 
tion, or disallowing them. The second is now the 
ordinary form, aad practically amounts to confirma- 
tion, there being no instance in modem times of an 
Act left to its operation, and afterwards disallowed. 

But in parliamentary colonial constitutions this 
course has been considerably varied, generally by 
leaving the Governor power to give the Crown's 
assent, thereby superseding the necessity of an Order 
in Council, except for the purpose of disallowing. 

The Crown's power of disallowance, it is commonly 
said, may be exercised at any time ; Acts of Parlia- 
ment, however, have generally restricted it to a period 
of two years. 

Colonial Acts and Ordinances come into operation 
6n receiving the Governor's assent, unless a diflFerent 
period be specified therein. If the Crown disallow 
an Act or Ordinance, it becomes of no effect from 
the date of publication of such disallowance in the 
Colony ; but things done under it while in force re- 
mam valid. 

They often, however, contain a clause delaying 
their operation until specially assented to by the 
Crown, commonly termed a "suspending clause." 

D 
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Governors are directed by their formal instructions — 
which, however, have become a little antiquated in 
this respect, and are not very scrupulously regarded — 
to require the insertion of this kind of clause in seve- 
ral classes of Acts. And for a similar purpose, in 
parliamentary colonial constitutions, the Governor is 
directed to "reserve for the Crown's assent" such 
Acts as he may, in his discretion, think proper, 
instead of either assenting to or negativing them. 
Under an Order in Council of January 15, 1800, 
Acts passed with a suspending clause become abso- 
lutely extinct unless they receive the royal assent 
within three years. 
(1.) In re- The will of the Imperial Government in respect to 

spect of . . . 

the confir- colouial laws is Carried out by the following process, 
disallow- These laws having been transmitted by the several 
colonial colouial Governments to the Secretary of State for 
Ordt*^^ the Colonies, are by his direction first considered 
nances, in his department to obtain an opinion on them in 
point of law. Such as are passed in Colonies under 
the ordinary constitution are then forwarded to the 
Clerk of the Privy Council, and are thus submitted 
to her Majesty, who thereupon, in pursuance of Ordef 
in Council of May 30, 1828, orders a reference to be 
made to the Committee for Trade and Plantations, 
the origin and history of which has been already ex- 
plained, and which is now commonly known as the 
" Board of Trade." The Secretary of State for the 
Colonies being himself a member of the Board, com- 
municates with the President of the Council by means 
of minutes, pointing out, in the first instance, the Acts 
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which appear to him to require the peculiar attention of 
the Board, or which should be referred for the opinion 
of any other department of the Government — ^most fre- 
quently the Treasury. Those Acts which do not ap- 
pear to him to fall within the peculiar province of the 
Committee for Trade, are recommended to be con- 
firmed, disallowed, or left to their operation, as the 
case may require, which recommendation is, as a 
matter of course, complied with ; but all colonial Acts 
requiring to be confirmed or left to their operation by 
the Crown must receive the formal sanction of the 
Committee for Trade ; and private Acts, and others 
presenting points of novelty, difficulty, or import- 
ance are ordinarily referred to the law officers of the 
Crown. 

The Ordinances of the " Crown Colonies " do not 
come necessarily before the Board ; but such of them 
as relate to naatters of trade are usually referred to it 
either directly by the Secretary of State, or by the 
Lords of the Treasury, where a reference has been 
made to their department in the first instance. 

Out of a total number of 9626 statutes passed in 
the American Dependencies, including the British 
Antilles, during a period of twenty years from 1823 
to 1853, no less than 8808 statutes were left to their 
operation; nor is it unworthy of remark and re- 
flection, on the part of those who ascribe every 
political disaster in our Dependencies to the ob- 
structions and interventions of the Home Government, 
that the total number of disallowed Acts, during the 
twenty years above-mentioned, did not exceed 185— 

D 2 
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a very minute proportion, it must be admitted, to the 
vast mass of legislative enactments remitted, during 
that period, from that portion of her Majesty's De- 
pendencies, for the exercise of an unquestioned 
Imperial Prerogative. 

By the occasional practice of the Colonial Office, 
laws framed in the Dependencies, which, for some 
defect in form or substance, might otherwise re- 
quire to be disallowed, are remitted to the Colony from 
whence they came, accompanied by a despatch sug- 
gesting modification or abandonment, and are thus 
withdrawn from royal cognizance altogether. 
(2.) Impe- We have hitherto reviewed those prerogatives of 
gativesin the Crown which appertain to the rejection or al- 
terSoriai lowance of colonial Acts and Ordinances, and the 
^^®^"p^ appointment, suspension, or removal of the chief 
penden- colonial functionaries. There are, however, certain 

cies. ^ ' ' 

elements of government which are, or have been, 
deemed the subjects of exclusive imperial authority, 
altogether removed from the cognisance of the sub- 
ordinate Legislatures. 

The first of these which requires a distinct and 
separate notice, — ^not so much on account of its 
present importance as because its gradual relinquish- 
ment throughout those Dependencies which possess 
representative constitutions aflFords the most remark- 
able token of the progress of colonial freedom, — ^is 
the management and alienation of Crown lands in 
the Colonies. 

In the first age of British colonisation, every con- 
tinent and island on which the flag of England was 
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planted was deemed at once to become a portion of 
the royal domain. Empires whose only landmarks 
were the parallels and meridians which were supposed 
to be their limits, were granted to enterprising navi- 
gators or needy courtiers by the Princes during whose 
reigns they were discovered. In some instances 
conditions were attached to the grant ; but, for the 
most part, these gifts, being supposed to be valueless, 
were free, minerals only being reserved to the Crown. 
And even after the geographical boundaries of the 
various remote Dependencies had been ascertained, 
and a system of survey had been commenced, that of 
free grants of colonial territory continued. Vast 
tracts in British North America were thus lavished 
on refugees from the revolted provinces, whom it was 
thus deemed poUtic to loyaUse. In the course of 
seven years from the first settlement of Western 
Australia more than a million and a half of acres 
were given away, and before the close of 1831 more 
than three miUion acres had been granted to free 
settlers and emancipists in New South Wales. 
Chartered Associations, incorporated for special pur- 
poses of trade, as the Hudson's Bay and East India 
Companies, had long acquired territorial rights ; and 
early in the present century land companies became 
favoured instruments for the sale and settlement of 
colonial territory. It is through such agencies that 
in Canada, Nova-Scotia, New Brunswick, Australia, 
and New Zealand the functions of Government in 
this behalf have been chiefly exercised. Probably, 
not less than two-thirds of the surveyed and available 
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soil in the British Colonies has passed through the 
hands of such associations. 

Systems of public sales of Crown lands, generally 
by auction, at advertised prices, were afterwards 
introduced into various Colonies under instructions 
from the Home Government. In 1831> in pursuance 
of a scheme suggested three years before by Mr. 
Huskisson, a system of land sales and pasture licences 
of Crown lands, in blocks of one square mile, or 640 
acres, was introduced into the Australian Colonies. 
The proceeds of land sales were in this year 
(1831) first applied to the purposes of Immigration, 
at the suggestion of Lord Howick. In 1835, ten 
Colonisation Commissioners were appointed by royal 
warrant, in pursuance of statute 4 and 6 Wm. IV., 
cap. 95, passed in the previous year, and reciting in 
its preamble that ''it was expedient that provision 
should be made for an uniform system of disposing 
of the land in South Australia." In 1837, this 
Commission was reappointed, and in the same year 
a new functionary was added to the Colonial Office 
staff, for the purpose of regulating the application of 
the proceeds of the land sales in the same Colony to 
the importation of labour. It was not, however, until 
1840 that the Administration of Colonial Crown 
lands was fully organised. By warrant, under the 
royal sign manual dated January 10, 1840, three 
Commissioners, who are in the nature of an ancillary 
board to the Colonial Office, were appointed, and 
styled *^ Colonial Land and Emigration Commis- 
sioners." The instructions of Lord John Russell, 
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then Secretary for the Colonies, accompanying the 
C!ommission, and dated January 14, 1840, defined 
their duties as fourfold : — 

1. The sale of waste lands in the colonies. 

2. The application of the proceeds of sales to the 

removal of emigrants. 

3. The collection and division of accurate statis- 

tical information. 

4. The reiidering half-yearly reports of the ad- 

ministration of their trust.* 
The Colonies deemed within the scope of this Com- 
mission (which has since been renewed in 1843, 
1846, and 1847 successively) were as follows: — 
British Guiana, Trinidad, St. Lucia, Grenada, Domi- 
nica, Bahamas, Bermudas, Mauritius, the Cape of 
Good Hope, Ceylon, Van Dieman's Land, Australia, 
and New Zealand. In the remaining Dependencies, 
the demesne lands of the Crown had been either 
already alienated or surrendered to the control of 
the Provincial Legislatures. The authorities con- 
ferred on the Commissioners did not, however, 
mterfere with those included in the commissions and 
instructions to such Governors of the British Colonies 
as might be empowered to convey and make contracts 
for the sale of the unalienated waste lands of the 
Crown within the limits of their respective govern- 
ments. One of the most important functions of the 
Board has been the application of the land or other 
revenues of certain Colonies (requiring free labour to 

* As anEmigration Board, the Oommissioners have also other 
important functions with which we are not here concerned. 
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supply the place of their emancipated slaves) to a 
species of inter-colonial immigration, by virtue of 
which Indian Coolies and liberated Africans have been 
imported in large numbers into Mauritius, Guiana, 
and some of the Antilles, It has, however, been 
chiefly in the AustraUan Dependencies, where by far 
the largest proportion of available Crown land 
existed, that the authority of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, either through the Board or otherwise, has 
been exercised. 

In 1842, by statute 5 and 6 Vict. cap. 36, the 
Governors of the five Australian Colonies, including 
New Zealand and Van Dieman's Land, were em- 
powered to survey and sell at quarterly auctions, at 
a minimum upset price of £1 per acre, all waste lands 
therein, the proceeds to be applied to the public 
service of each Colony, and one moiety thereof to the 
importation of labourers to those Colonies from the 
United Kingdom. Depositors of sums not less than 
£100 each were also enabled to purchase land in the 
Colonies by means of certificates to be presented to 
the Governor of the Colony where the purchase was 
made. By section 17 of that Act, the system of 
granting pasture and timber licences in those Colonies 
(first introduced in 1831 by Lord Ripon) received 
the sanction of Parhament, and was carried out 
under the provision of local Acts, Ordinances, and 
regulations prescribing the amounts of Ucence-fees 
and taxes on stock framed from time to time ac- 
cording to the peculiar circumstances of the Colonies 
to which they appUed. 
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In 1845, by statute 8 and 9 Vict. cap. 95, Van 
Dieman's Land was, for special reasons therein re- 
cited, exempted from the operations of the last- 
mentioned Act. In 1846, by statute 9 and 10 Vict, 
cap. 104, her Majesty was empowered to grant leases 
and pasture Ucences of the Crown lands in New 
South Wales, South Austraha, and Western Australia 
(New Zealand being specially exempted), and to issue 
regulations respecting the occupation of such lands. 
And, by Orders in Council* framed under the powers 
given by the last-mentioned Act, rules for the occu- 
pation of such lands, under certain classes of dis- 
tricts, were established in those Colonies, and detailed 
regulations were promulgated by the Governors 
accordingly. 

In 1846, regulations were issued in New South 
Wales, dated October 9, for the payment or redemp- 
tion of all quit-rents due to the Crown, in respect of 
ancient grants made before the system of sales was 
introduced, and these quit-rents have since formed an 
item in the territorial revenue of New South Wales. 
The chief elements of this revenue have, however, 
consisted, in the Australian Colonies, of the proceeds 
of sales, leases, and pasture-Ucences, and, in the other 
Dependencies, of such dispositions of the Crown 
lands as might be eflfected by their respective Gover- 
nors, or by corporate bodies sanctioned by Parliament. 

The powers hitherto reserved by the Imperial ^PP«"?^ 
Government over the colonial domain include, how- respect of 

minerals 

. it 

* See Order in Council of March 9, 1847, and Regulations pepen- 
of March 39, 1848, for New South Wales. dencies. 
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ever, one class of subject-matter which recent circum- 
stances have rendered so important as to require 
a distinct and separate review. The ancient reser- 
vation of mineral rights to the Crown in all grants of 
land was a practice borrowed, perhaps, from the 
uniform usage of those European nations which had 
preceded us in the path of colonisation ; and even 
after the policy which may have originally dictated 
this reservation was abandoned, the prerogative was 
still formally retained. 

In the " Regulations for Granting Lands in British 
North America/' inclosed in a despatch from Viscount 
Groderich to Lord Aylmer, and dated March 7, 1831, 
it is expressly stated that "the Crown reserves to 
itself all mines of precious metals." It does not 
appear, however, that any case arose for the exercise 
of this right; and on the appointment of the Colonial 
Land Commissioners in 1840 the reservation of 
mineral rights to the Crown was practically surren- 
dered, and, on all alienations then made, all minerals 
beneath the surface were deemed to be conveyed to 
the purchaser of the soil. It was not until 1844 
that the discovery of considerable mineral resources 
in South Australia led to the revival of a dormant 
claim on the part of the Crownt to certain reservations 
in respect of such mineral resources then or thereafter 
to be devebped. 

In pursuance of a report of the Colonial Land 
Commissioners, dated May 14, 1844, and of instrac- 
tions from the Colonial Office based on that report, re- 
gulations were framed in South Australia, and subse- 
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quently sanctioned by the Home Government, reserving 
a royalty of one-fifteenth on all metals and ores of 
metal thereafter to be found in or upon the Crown 
lands in that Colony. It does not appear that these 
regulations were ever acted upon ; and in the Com- 
missioners' Report of May 17, 1848, it is stated that 
" the Crown dues on minerals have not been worth 
the trouble and expense of collecting." The dis- 
covery of gold in New South Wales in 1851 led to 
the re-assertion of this claim. By proclamation dated 
May 22 in that year, the rights of the Crown in 
respect of all gold found on or in the territory of 
New South Wales is formally declared ; and on the 
subsequent discovery of the same metal in other dis- 
tricts of Australia a system was established by the 
local Governments of licences to search for alluvial gold 
on Crown lands and on private lands, granted and * 
renewed on certain monthly payments, and of licences 
to search for matrix gold on bonds from the licensees 
for payment of royalties in respect of all gold dis- 
covered in the district to which the licences applied. 
This system has, with various modifications from time 
to time, been established in South Australia ; and in 
that portion of New South Wales which now forms 
the Colony of Victoria various local acts have been 
passed, the latest of which received the royal assent 
December 1, 1853, for the management of the gold 
fields in that Colony. By order in Council, dated 
June 13, 1853, regulations were established for the 
demise of lands in the Colony of South Austraha, 
supposed to contain minerals not auriferous, for terms 
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of fourteen years, at certain fixed terms therein pre- 
scribed. 

It will be observed that the statutes and public 
documents above cited, in which the claims of the 
Crown to mineral reservations are from time to time 
asserted, have reference only to the AustraUan 
Colonies. The same principles must, however, in the 
absence of express provisions to the contrary, be 
presumed to extend to all or any of the British 
Dependencies whose mineral resources may now, or 
hereafter, be discovered and developed. In the Cape 
Colony, for instance, regulations on the same subject 
were promulgated September 13, 1853, asserting the 
same rights. 

The royal prerogative, in respect of the sale, lease, 
or other disposition of the colonial Crown lands, and 
• the proceeds of mineral licences and royalties, has, 
however, been simply administrative, and has jdelded 
no returns to the Imperial Treasury. The territorial 
revenue, whether arising from the sale or lease of 
lands, or from licences to depasture stock, to fell 
timber, or to search for minerals, has always been 
deemed applicable to the public service of the re- 
spective territories yielding those proceeds ; subject 
in each case to the expenses of survey, management, 
"and sale, as a primary charge on those revenues ; and 
in the case of the Australian Colonies (as provided 
by sec. 19 of the "Land Sales Act" of 1842), to 
the reservation of one moiety of such revenues to 
the transport of immigrants to these colonies from the 
United Kingdom. By statute 15 and 16 Vict. cap. 



m RESPECT OF COLONIAL LANDS. 46 

72, sec. 72, which received the royal assent June 30th, 
1852, the Home Government renounced in favour of 
the Provincial Parliament created by that Act, all 
future control over the territorial revenues of New- 
Zealand ; and in the same year all doubts as to the 
power of the Imperial Parhament to dedicate these 
fiinds to colonial purposes in all the Dependencies 
were removed by statute 15 and 16 Vict. cap. 39, 
which specially provides that the proceeds of waste 
lands in the Colonies shall not be deemed part of the 
casual territorial revenues of the Crown. At the close 
of the same year, by a despatch, dated December 15, 
1852, and addressed by the then Secretary of State 
for the Colonies (Sir John Pakington) to the Governors 
of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and 
Van Dieman's Land, it was proposed, on certain con- 
ditions therein prescribed, to repeal all the existing 
Land Sales Acts, by which powers were reserved to 
the Crown, and to surrender the land revenues in 
those colonies to the Provincial Legislatures. When 
the measures thus initiated shall have been carried 
out, the renunciation of this branch of the royal pre- 
rogative, in respect of British Australasia, will be 
complete. In the European Dependencies no subject- 
matter for its exercise remains. In the North- 
American provinces it has been long relinquished. 
In the Antilles, with the exception of some tracts of 
unalienated lands in the Bahamas and Trinidad, the 
territories of the Crown have been appropriated. 
Ceylon and Labuan are probably the only Asiatic 
Colonies in which unsold lands, available for settle- 
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ment, exist. These, in respect to the former, have 
been, since 1848, too insignificant to form the subject 
of a report to the Home Government, while the terri- 
tories of British India are removed from its direct con- 
trol. In Southern Afirica alone any considerable area 
remains unaUenated, and still subject to the disposition 
of the Crown. But here, as elsewhere, the mere ad- 
ministrative control reserved to the agents of the 
Home Grovemment is a barren right, Vhich may be 
unpopular, and must be unprofitable ; and should its 
renunciation be, at any period, regarded as a boon or 
demanded as a right, by the Provincial Parliaments at 
the Cape Colony, or elsewhere, it may fairly be anti- 
cipated that it will be conceded, and that the burden 
and responsibility of administering their national 
estates will, through all the Dependencies of the 
British Empire, be cast on those communities whose 
freedom from imperial intervention in the practical 
ownership and enjoyment of their soil has been so 
long and so universally acknowledged. 

" If we recognise the principle that colonists should 
govern themselves, except in those particulars where 
the exercise of self-government would necessarily 
clash with Imperial Sovereignty, this (the control over 
their territorial revenues) is one of the functions 
which should seem in theory more peculiarly fit to be 
exercised by the colonial, not the imperial, autho- 
rities."* 
p^*™^ There is a yet unquestioned element of imperial 
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* Lectures on Colonies and Colonization, by Herman Meri- 
vale, Esq., p. 91, Lect. xv., ed. 1842. 
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power in the government of our Dependencies which Apijeliate 
remains to be considered. I allude to the judicial tion oyer 
prerogative of the Queen. The right of determining p«nden- 
in the last resort all controversies between the citizens ^^^ 
of a State has always been considered at once the 
best evidence and the firmest safeguard of sovereign 
power. Appellate jurisdiction, in all causes arising 
throughout the British Dependencies, has been exer- 
cised uniformly and universally, and is still an undis- 
puted prerogative of the British Crown. It has been 
thought that the right claimed and exercised by the 
Sovereigns of England, of deciding appeals from the 
Channel Islands which the Dukes of Normandy for- 
merly determined is the basis on which the appellate 
jurisdiction of the Privy Council in all colonial causes 
is founded. A submission to one common appeal, 
in the last resort, would, however, appear to be a 
natural consequence of the adoption of local systems 
of jurisprudence, which, notwithstanding the varieties 
in written laws, will be found, on examination, to 
possess certain uniform features throughout the 
British Empire. The Courts of Justice in the De- 
pendencies, whose functions and jurisdiction are 
defined by the terms of each Royal Commission, and 
by Imperial Acts extending to them, are generally a 
Court of Chancery, a Superior Common Law Court, 
uniting the jurisdiction of the Queen's Bench and 
C!ommon Pleas in England; a Court of Ordinary; 
a Court of Admiralty ; a Court for the administration 
of criminal justice, frequently called a " Court of 
Grand Session;*' and a Court of Error. The right 
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of appeal from Colonial Courts of Error has been 
defined by instructions to the Governors of the various 
Colonies, and has been limited ordinarily to cases 
where the subject in dispute has been certified to 
exceed a certain amount, varying from £200 to £1,000, 
but in most cases fixed at £500. 

The present course of proceeding in appeals from 
the Dependencies was regulated in 1833, by statute 
3 and 4 WilUam IV. cap. 41. By this Act a Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council is constituted, under the 
style of the " Judicial Committee," consisting of the 
following members : — the President for the time 
being, the Lord Chancellor, and such Privy Coun- 
cillors as shaU, from time to time, hold any of the 
following offices — ^Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, the 
Chief Justices of the King's Bench and Common 
Pleas, the Qhief Baron of the Exchequer, the Master 
of the Rolls, the Vice-chancellor and the Judges of 
the Prerogative and Admiralty Courts. This Com- 
mittee, of which four form a quorum, is empowered to 
hear and report to her Majesty on all appeals brought 
from the Colonies, and from the Courts at the East- 
Indian presidencies in the form prescribed. 
Imperial Th^ remaining evidences of imperial power pre- 
over the sentcd by the existing Government of the British 
relations Dependencies may be readily enumerated. They com- 
Depen- prchend all questions involving the relations of those 
Dependencies, and, consequently, of Great Britain her- 
self, with foreign States ; the formation of treaties and 
alliances, tiie naturalisation of aliens, the declaration 
of war or peace, and, by consequence, all naval and 
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military regulations. The external relations of every 
Britisli province, however free may be the form of 
each subordinate Government, are, for obvious rea- 
sons, reserved for the arbitrament of the parent 
State. The fullest conceivable development of the 
principles of self-government, and as a natural result 
of those of self-defence, as applied to our Dependencies, 
can never conflict with this prerogative, essential as 
it is not only to the harmonious action, but to the 
very political existence of a detached and fragmentary 
empire.* 

* In two Bills framed in 1853 by the Legislative Councils 
of New South Wales and Victoria, remodelling the constitu- 
tions of those Colonies, clauses were inserted defining *' Im- 
perial subjects," and empowering the governors to reserve 
Bills affecting such matters, for the royal pleasure; these 
clauses were, however, deemed to involve an unconstitutional 
interference with Imperial authority, and were accordingly 
omitted from the Acts, as finally adopted by the Home Go- 
vernment, and assented to by the Queen. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE BRITISH 
DEPENDENCIES GENERALLY. 



Tear. 



Orders in Council. 



1660 



1676 



1679 



1681 



1699 



1726 



1732 



1785 



1752 



1766 



July 4. Appointing a Committee to deliberate and 
report on all mattei's relating to the Plantations in 
the islands and continent of America. 

April 28. Directing Attorney-General to prepare 
a form of oath to be taken by the governors of his 
Majesty's Plantations. 

AprU 25. Ordaining that aU clerg3rmen sent as 
chaplains to his Majesty's Plantations shall retain 
their fellowships during absence. 

July 28. Prohibiting all governors of his Majesty's 
Plantations beyond seas, also of Guernsey and Jer- 
sey, to leave their respective governments mrithout 
licence first obtained from his Majesty in Council. 

November 2. Ordering returns of all governors of 
Plantations, who have been appointed by the proprie- 
tors, and not approved by his Majesty. 

August 9. For passing a Commission empowering 
the Bishop of London to exercise spiritual jurisdic- 
tion in the Plantations, and appointing ia Court of 
Appeal from any sentences that shall be given under 
this Commission. 

•May 4. Forbidding all governors of his Majesty*s 
Plantations from assenting to any laws whereby the 
inhabitants there may be placed on a more advanta- 
geous footing than those of Great Britain. 

October 9. Directing the Board of Trade and 
Plantations to write circular letters to the governors 
of all his Majesty's Plantations, ordering tiie trans- 
mission of accounts and financial reports. 

Jime 18. Directing the Board of Trade and Plan- 
tations to make abstracts of all papers relating to the 
British Colonies, beginning with Jamaica. 

March 1 1. Approving instructions to the governors 
of his Majesty's Plantations, directing them to revise 
and transmit copies of their laws to the Board of 
Trade and Plantations. 

September 20. Approving instructions to the go- 
vernors of his Majesty's Plantations, directing them 
to correspond with the Secretary of State, and not 
with the Board of Trade. 



TO THE BRITISH DEPBNDEKCIES. 61 



Year. Orders in Council. 



1769 April 21. Approving circular instructions to the 

governors of his Majesty's Plantations, forbidding 
them to assent to Acts for raising money by way of 
lottery, unless first transmitted for his Majesty's ap- 
probation. 

1771 June 7. Ordering Secretary of State to receive his 

Majesty's pleasure for inserting in all future commis- 
sions to governors of Colonies a clause authorising 
them to issue commissions for the care and custody 
of lunatics, the said order to be also communicated 
to the Board of Trade. 

1774 February 2. Approving Eeport of Committee on 

drafts of instructions to the governors of his Majesty's 
Plantations relative to granting lands. 

1782 September 11. Approving circular instructions to 

the governors of his Majesty's Plantations, directing 
them to transmit those duplicates of returns and 
accounts formerly sent to the Board of Trade, to the 
Committee of Council for Plantations, and direct- 
ing that, in pursuance of a statute passed for that 
purpose, all Patent Offices shall be held only during 
good behaviour in the Colonies. 

September 27. Approving circular instructions to 
governors of his Majesty's Plantations, directing 
them to conform to the provisions of two Acts of 
4 & 13 Geo. III., for restraining the issue of paper 
bills of credit in the Colonies. 

1784 March 5. Appointing a Committee for the consi- 

deration of all matters relating to Trade and Foreign 
Plantations. 

1786 August 22. Appointing and new a more numerous 
Committee for Trade and Foreign Plantations. 

August 25. Approving report as to the establish- 
ment and necessary attendants for the service of the 
Committee for Trade and Plantations. 

1787 April 4. For regulating the trade between Great 
Britain and his Majesty's Colonies in Ametica, and 
the West Indies and the United States. 

IBOO January 15. Declaring that, in cases where his 
Majesty's confirmation shall be necessary to give vali- 
dity and effect to any Act passed by the Legislature 
of any of his Majesty's Colonies or Plantations, un- 
less his Majesty's confirmation thereof shall be ob- 
tained within tlu^ee years from the passing such Act in 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING 



Tear. 



Orders in Council. 



any of the said Colonies, such Act shall be considered 
as disallowed. 
1822 March 28. Approving report of Committee for 

Trade and Plantations respecting the revision of 
salaries, and of the establishment of the Com- 
mittee. 

1826 December 16. For amending an Order of June 1, 
1826, regulating the trade of the British possessions 
abroad. 

1827 July 16. Specifying the countries which are en- 
titled to carry on trade with his Majesty's possessions 
abroad, under the provisions of the laws now in 
force. 

November 16. For the suppression of piracy, and 
the more effectual protection of the trade and 
commerce of his Majesty's subjects in the Mediter- 
ranean. 

1828 May 30. Directing that all Colonial Acts transmitted 
to the Lord President should be referred by their 
Lordships to the Committee for Trade and Planta- 
tions. 

1829 January 15. For giving effect to certain Letters 
Patent in the Colonies named in the Order, wherein 
the law of England in that behalf is not in force. 

1830 July 24. Be-appointing certain Privy Councillors 
members of the Tmde and Plantations Conunittee. 

1833 April 3. Providing for the Colonial Office [Esta- 
blishment. 

October 16. Eeferring aU pending appeals from the 
Plantations to the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council. 

1834 April 17. For gazetting general rules framed by 
Commissioners appointed by his Majesty under the 
authority of 3 & 4 Wm. IV. cap. 73., for itte abolition 
of slavery throughout the British Colonies. 

October 1. For approving of an oath to be taken 
by the governors of his Majesty's Colonies in lieu of 
the oath heretofore taken. 

1886 October 5. For regulating the terms on which 

appeals to his Majesty in Council from the awards of 
the Commissioners of Compensation are to be 
allowed under statute 3 & 4 Wm. IV. cap. 73. 

1 840 May 22. For determining the places to which con- 

victs may be transported from the United Kingdom, 
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Year, 



1842 



1854 



Orders in Conncil. 



and from the Colonies, from and after August 1 
next. 

January 4. For extending to all the Colonies such 
of the provisions of Order of April 7, 1 838, as re- 
late to condemned or forfeited slaves. 

April 7. For extending through her Majesty's 
Indian territories and foreign or colonial possessions, 
the indulgence which has been granted to Bussian 
vessels imder Order of March 29, 1854. 



ACTS OF THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT RELATING 
TO THE BRITISH DEPENDENCIES GENERALLY. 



Boyal 
Asseiit. 



1782 



1803 



1814 



*«* Statntes extending to more than one qf the five grovpe qf Depef^ 
dencies are inserted in this abstract. 



1817 



22 Geo. III. cap. 76. — An Act to prevent the 
granting in future any patent office to he exercised 
in any Colony or Plantation. now or at any time here- 
after belonging to the Crown of Great Britain, for 
any longer time than so long as the grantee thereof 
or the person appointed thereto, shall discharge the 
duty thereof in person, and behave well herein 
(amended by 54 Geo. III. cap. 61). 

(August 12.) 43 Geo. IIL cap. 160.— An Act for 
the encouragement of seamen, and for the better and 
more effectually manning his Majesty's navy ; and for 
making provision for the salai'ies of judges of Vice- 
Admiralty Courts at Malta, the Bermudas, and Baha- 
mas (amended by 45 Geo. III. cap. 72). 

(July 27.) 54 Geo. III. cap. 142.— An Act to per- 
mit the exportation of Tea to the British Colonies in 
America, Europe, and Africa, free of duty. 

(July 30.) 54 Geo. III. cap. 184.— An Act for the 
effectual examination of accounts of the receipt and 
expenditure of colonial revenues at Ceylon, Mauri- 
tius, Malta, Trinidad, and at the Cape of Good Hope 
(continued by 69 Geo. IIL cap. 67, and 1 Geo. IV. 
cap. 65). 

(June 27.) 57 Geo. III. cap. 63. — An Act for the 
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Royal 
Auent 



Acts of Parliament. 



1819 



1821 



1824 



1826 



1830 



1832 



1833 



1836 



more effectual punishment in his Majesty's Planta- 
tions of offences committed in places without the do- 
minions of Great Britain (amended hy 59 Ge6. III. 
cap. 44). 

(July 2.) 59 Geo. III. cap. 60. — An Act to per- 
mit the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and 
the Bishop of London, for the time being to admit 
persons into holy orders specially for the Colonies. 

(July 12.) 59 Geo. III. cap. 120.— An Act for esta- 
blishing a registry of colonial slaves in Great Bri- 
tain, and for making further provisions as to the re- 
moval of slaves from the British Colonies. 

(July 11.) 1 & 2 Geo. IV. cap. 121.— An Act for 
the effectual examination of certain colonial reve- 
nues. 

(June 24.) 5 Geo. IV. cap. 113. — An Act to amend 
and consolidate the laws relating to the aboUtion of 
the slave trade. 

(May 26.) 7 Geo. IV. cap. 48 (ss. 43-9).-An 
Act to alter and amend the several laws relating to 
Customs duties on colonial produce. 

(December 23.) 1 Wm. IV. cap. 4. — An Act to ren- 
der valid acts done by the governor of any of his 
Majesty's Plantations after the expiration of his com- 
mission, and to extend the periods within which the 
patents of governors of Colonies shall, on any future 
demise of the Crown, become vacant, and to provide 
for the longer duration of such patents- 

(April 9.) 2 Wm. IV. cap. 26.— An Act to authorise 
the Conmiissioners for auditing the public accounts 
of Great Britain, to examine and audit accounts of 
the receipt and expenditure of colonial revenues. 

(August, 2ft.) 3 & 4 Wm. IV. cap. 73 —An Act for 
the abolition of slavery throughout the British Colo- 
nies, for promoting the industry of the manumitted 
slaves, and for compensating the persons hitherto 
entitled to the services of such slaves. 

(July 4.) 6 & 7 Wm. IV. cap, 26.— An Act for 
granting to his Majesty certain duties on sugar im- 
ported into the United Kingdom, for the service of 
the year 1836 (continued by 1 & 2 Vict cap. 33, 
2 & 3 Vict. cap. 21, 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 23, and 9 & 10 
Vict. cap. 63, and repealed by 11 & 12 Vict. cap. 97). 
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j^j^^ Acts of Parliament 



1840 {August 10.) 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 96 (s. 6).— An Act for 
the regulation of postage duties (colonial). 

1842 (April 20.) 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 14.— An Act to amend 
the laws for the importation of com. 

(August 23.) 6 & 6 Vict. cap. 107.— An Act for re- 
gulating the carriage of passengers in merchant vessels 
to her Majesty's Colonies and elsewhere. 

1843 (May 31.) 6 & 7 Vict. cap. 32.— An Act to authorise 
the Legislatures of certain of her Majesty's Colonies 
to pass laws for the admission of unsworn testimony 
in certain civil and criminal proceedings. 

(July 28.) 6 & 7 Vict. cap. 34.— An Act for the 
better apprehension of offenders escaping to or from 
the Colonies. 

1844 (July 29.J 7 & 8 Vict. cap. 49.— An Act for the 
better regulation of colonial posts. 

(September 5.) 7 & 8 Vict. cap. 112 (s. 61).— An 
Act to amend and consolidate ^e laws relating to 
merchant seamen. 

1845 (August 4.) 8 & 9 Vict. cap. 89 (ss. 3-6).— An Act 
for registering British vessels. 

(August 4.) 8 & 9 Vict. cap. 90 (ss. 13, 14, 18, and 
19). — ^An Act for granting duties of Customs. 

(August 4.) 8 & 9 Vict. cap. 93. — ^An Act to regu- 
late the trade of the British possessions abroad. 

1848 (September 4.) 11 & 12 Vict. cap. 97.— An Act to 
repeal the Customs duties on the importation of 
sugar, and to impose new duties in lieu thereof. 

1849 (June 26.) 12 & 13 Vict. cap. 29.— An Act to amend 
the laws in force for the encouragement of British 
shipping and navigation. 

(July 28.) 12 & 13 Vict. cap. 66.— An Act to em- 
power certain colonial Legislatures to establish 
inland posts. 

(August I.) 12 & 13 Vict. cap. 96. — ^An Act to pro- 
vide for the prosecution and trial in the Colonies of 
offences committed within the jurisdiction of the 
Admkalty. 

1862 (June 30.) 16 & 16 Vict cap. 52.— An Act to 
enable colonial and other bishops to perform certain 
episcopal functions under Commissions from bishops 
of England and Ireland (extended by 16 & 17 Vict, 
cap. 49). 
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PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS RELATING 



Royal 
Auent 



Acts of Parliament 



1853 



(August 4.) 16 & 17 Vict. cap. 48.— An Act for 
the punishment of offences in the Colonies in relation 
to the coin. 



PARLIAMENTABY REPORTS. ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO THE DEPENDEN- 
CIES GENERALLY. 



Tear. 



1806 
1813-14 



1814-15 



1816 



1817 



Senional 
Number. 



1819 



206 



87) 
114/ 
181 



137 

224 
353 

148 

216 

129 
497 
552 



• 4» 



Parliamentary documents relating to more than 
one of the Jive groups of Dependencies are inserted 

in ^is alstraet. 



Papers relating to Trade and Foreign 
Plantations. 

Papers relating to appointments to 
offices in the Colonies. 

Official papers relating to Roman Catho- 
lics in several States of Europe and the 
British Colonies, and proceedings in 
Council relating to estates of Jesuits in 
Canada. 

Return of number of newspapers sent 
postage free to the Colonies by tiie Secre- 
tary to the Post Office. 

Estimates of charge of colonial esta- 
blishments. 

Names of the governors, lieutenant- 
governors, and officers superintending the 
government of the several Colonies. 

Return of the salaries, &c., of officers in 
the Colonies, so far as relates to the Gene- 
ral Post Office. 

Return of civil and military offices in 
the West Indies and the Mauritius, with 
salaries and emoluments. 

Return of offices in the Colonies held 
under the Crown. 

Official returns of the value of British 
colonial trade. 

Return of coals exported at the puhlic 
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Year. 



SeMional 
Number. 



1819-20 



18120 
1821 



85 
86 



} 



62 

64 

119 



862 

485 



1822 
1823 



1824 



508 



377 
126 
167 
343 

401 



17 



Parliamentary Reports, kc. 



charge for the service of Government de- 
partments in the Colonies. 

Betums of the civil and military esta- 
blishments of the West Indies, North 
America, New South Wales, and Sierra 
Leone. 

Statement relating to the audit of colo- 
nial accounts. 

Betums of Colonies in the possession of 
the United Kingdom. 

Betum of British troops stationed at 
Trinidad, St. Lucien, Tobago, Demerara, 
Essequibo, Berbice, Malta, Ionian Is- 
lands, Ceylon, Maiuitius, Cape of Good 
Hope, Sierra Leone, and Van Diemen*s 
Land. 

Betum of colonial troops embodied or 
disembodied. 

Correspondence respecting the ex- 
penses of the military defence of the 
Colonies in the possession of the United 
Kingdom. 

Accounts of the Colonies of Ceylon, 
Mauritius, Trinidad, Cape of Good Hope, 
Malta, and other places, returned by die 
Commissioners of the Audit Office. 

Names of certain colonial officers, and 
the dates of their appointments. 

Abstracts of accoimts relating to Com- 
missaries in certain Colonies. 

Betums of persons holding office in the 
Colonies. 

Accounts of receipts and disbursements 
at Trinidad, Malta, Mauritius, the Cape of 
Good Hope, and Ceylon. 

Estimates of sums required to facilitate 
emigration from Ireland to Canada and 
the Cape of Good Hope; also estimates 
of sums required in aid of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in certain 
Colonies. 

Estimate of sum required for certain 
colonial services. 
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Tear. 



1824 



1825 



1826 



1826-7 



1828 



SeMional 
Number. 



1829 



116 i 
440 ) 

30 

131 

363 

450 



156 
332 



350 

87 

160) 
161 J 

428 
276 



57 
122 
191 

41 



Parliamentary Reports, &c 



Betum of persons holding offices, who 
are not now in the execution of them, in 
the Colonies. 

Estimate of the sums required for cer- 
tain colonial services. 

Estimate of sums required in aid of 
emigration. 

Persons holding offices in the Colonies, 
hut not in the execution of them. 

Accounts relating to exports to the East 
Indies, Sierra Leone, Cape of Good Hope, 
Mauritius, and the Antilles. 

Estimate of the sums required for cer- 
tain colonial services. 

Copies of instructions originally given 
hy the Secretary of State to fiie Commis- 
sioners sent out to inquire into the state 
of the Cape of Good Hope, the West 
Indies, and Sierra Leone. 

Eetums relating to the population of Bar- 
hadoes,St.Lucia,and theCape of Good Hope. 

Abstract of accoimts relating to Com- 
missaries on certain colonial stations. 

Estimates of sums required in aid of 
emigration; and estimates of sums re- 
quired for certain colonial services. 

Accounts and papers relating to appeals 
from the Colonies to the Privy Council in 
each year since 1814. 

Eetums of shipping and tonnage en- 
tered inwai'ds and cleared outwards be- 
tween the United Kingdom and the Ame- 
rican, African, and Asiatic Dependencies, 
from 1814 to 1826. 

Abstract of accounts relating to Com- 
missaries at certain colonial stations. 

Estimate of expense of certain colonial 
services. 

Schedule to the printed copies of Acts 
and proceedings of the Legislative Assem- 
blies of certain Colonies. 

Estimates of the sums required for cer- 
tain colonial services. 
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Tear. 



Sessional 
Number. 



1829 
1880 



44 

89 

130 

270 



212) 
362/ 

351 



1830-31 



1831 



650 
266 
323 
260 



1831-32 



164 



210 



211 



Parliamentary Beports, &c. 



Abstracts of accounts relating to Com- 
missaries on certain colonial stations. 

Estimates of the sums required for cer- 
tain colonial services. 

Abstracts of accounts relating to Com- 
missaries on certain colonial stations. 

Eetum of timber imported into the 
United Kingdom from European coun- 
tries and British Colonies from 1827 to 
1829. 

Correspondence relating to the revenues 
of Ceylon, Mauritius, the Cape of Good 
Hope, and Trinidad. 

Papers relating to the conditions on 
which lands are granted in the North- 
American Colonies and New South 
Wales. 

Number of persons who have emigrated 
to the Colonies. 

Abstracts of accounts relating to Com- 
missaries on certain colonial stations. 

Estimates of sums requked for cerUun 
colonial services. (See 1831 — 31.) 

Betum showing date at which each 
Colony was ceded, captured, or settled; 
population, distinguishing white from 
coloured and free from slaves; whe- 
ther having Legislative Assemblies or 
governed by Orders in Council; value 
of imports and exports, &c, (See 1845 
—49.) 

Betum of persons holding offices in 
the Colonies who are not at present in the 
execution of the duties of them. 

Eetums of pensions and retired allow- 
ances granted to persons for service con- 
nected with the Colonies since 1815, stating 
name, office, date, and fund whence pen- 
sion is paid. 

Betums of number and names of per- 
sons appointed to judicial stations in the 
Colonies, and in British India, since Janu- 
aiy 1, 1801, specifying dates and emolu- 
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47S 



P*ili>m«DlUT BapoTti, &e. 



ments, and whether from the English, 
Irish, or Scotch bar. 

Betums of colonial and other appeals 
lodged at the office of the Privy Coimctl 
from ISiiS to 1S31, the mode in which dis- 
posed of, and copies of Orders and regula- 
tions made in respect of the same. 

Value of com and meal imported from 
the British Colonies and frvm Ireland, 
from 1816 to 1831. 

Reports from Colonisation Commis- 
sioners, and returns relating to emigra- 
tion. 

Report firom Select Committee on the 
military establishments of the Colonies. 

Despatches relating to emigration. 

Report from Select Committee on colo- 
nial military expenditure. 

Despatches relating to emigration. 

Report from the Select Committee on 
the disposal of lands in the Bri^h Colo- 
nies. 

Report from Select Committee cai native 
races in the Colonies. 

Return of the number of ecclesiastics of 
all denominations in the Colonies and ter- 
ritories of the East India Company mun- 
tained by grants of public money. 

Copies of commissions and correspond- 
ence relating to the Colonial Land snd 
Emigration Board. 

Papers relating to the emigration of la- 
bourers from the west coast of AMca to 
Jamaica, British Guiana, Trinidad, an^ 
Mauritius. 

Abstract of civil, naval, and militu? 
colonial expenditm^ and revenue in eaw" 
Colony in 1843-3. 

Estimate of the sums required for colo- 
nial and consular services, &c. 

Return of endowments for religions 
education in the Colonies, whether imier 
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Year. 



Sewional 
Number. 



1845 



1846 



520 

617 
623 

266 
400 



691 

702 



1847 



706 

728 

119 
200 
229 
716 



Parliamentary Eeporti, &e. 



710 



the authority of the Groinm, of Parliament, 
or of the colonial Government ; with num- 
her and names of colonial bishops, deans, 
and other recipients of such endowments , 
also the number and spiritual provision for 
all convicts in the Colonies. 

Boyal orders and proclamations relative 
to coin and currency in the various Colo- 
nies. 

Fifth report of the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commissioners. 

Return of all agents acting for Colonies 
in Great Britain, names, duties, authority, 
salary, and emoluments. 

Estimates of the sums required for colo- 
nial or consular services. 

Copies of all applications from various 
Colonies made to tiie Colonial Office for 
representative government, with the an- 
swers thereto. 

Betums relating to the population and 
social state of certain Colonies. 

Return of the provisions, if any, made 
by law or otherwise, in her Majesty*s 
different colonial possessions for destitute 
persons. 

Sixth report of the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commissioners. 

Reports exhibiting the past and pre- 
sent state of her Majesty's colonial posses- 
sions. 

Memorials from various Colonies respect- 
ing differential duties since 1845. 

Report of Lords* Committee on colo- 
nisation from Ireland. 

Estimate of the siuns required for colo- 
nial and consular services. 

Correspondence between her Majesty's 
Government and persons interested in 
railways in* Ceylon, Trinidad, and British 
Guiana. 

Indexes to reports of Emigration Com- 
missioners. 
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PARLIAMENTART PAPERS RELATING 



Yflw. 



1847 



1847-8 



1848 



Sessional 
N amber. 



740 



809 

800) 
811) 

869 

)246 

")892 

(678 

241 



827 

340 1 

764 J 



749 



747) 
748) 



941 

961 
1006 



Parliamentary Reports, &e. 



Returns of revenues and disbursements 
of each Colony for the last year to which 
they can be made up ; also of the Colonies 
which have adopted the House of Com- 
mons' resolutions for return of colonial ac- 
counts, and of those which have and those 
which have not Representative Assemblies. 

Seventh report of the Colonial Liand 
and Emigration Commissioners. 

Correspondence on the subject of trans- 
portation and convict discipline in the 
Colonies. 

Reports exhibiting past and present 
state of her Majesty s colonial possessions. 

Four reports from the Select Committee 
on the Navigation Laws, with minutes of 
evidence and appendix. 

Return of colonial-built vessels and their 
tonnage, registered at each port of the 
United Kingdom in 1847. 

Estimates of sums required for colonial 
and consular services. 

Reports from Lords' Select Committee 
on the operation and policy of the Naviga- 
tion Laws, with evidence, appendix, and 
index. 

Correspondence between the Secretary 
of State and the governors of the sugar- 
growing Colonies on the distress existing 
Siere. 

Colonial laws passed under authority of 
statute 9 & 10 Vict. cap. 94, to enable the 
Legislatures of certain British possessions 
to repeal or reduce certain duties of Cus- 
toms. 

Correspondence on the subject of jBon- 
vict discipline and transportation in the 
Coloniea. , 

Eighth report of the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commissioners. 

Report exhibiting past and present state 
of her Majesty's colonial possessions. 
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Year. 



Sessional 
Number. 



1849 



86 
224 
239 



1850 



217 



268 

1121) 
1122) 

1126 



69) 

738) 



352 



256 
693 



740 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Betum of the names of all govemors of 
the British Colonies, with sakries, places 
of residence, and former profession. 

Third report on colonisation from Ire- 
land. 

General abstract of colonial military, 
civil, and naval expenditure. 

Betum of all the Colonies, with dates of 
acquisition, and form of government, num- 
ber of her Majesty *s troops and of colo- 
nial military force employed in each, and 
at what cost during five years past. 

Correspondence, memorials, &c., relating 
to the transportation of convicts to the 
Cape of Good Hope and Ceylon. 

Estimates for colonial and consular ser- 
vices. 

Correspondence on the subject of con- 
vict discipline and transportation to the 
Colonies. 

Beports exhibiting the past and present 
state of her Majesty's colonial posses- 
sions. 

Beturn showing how far crimes for 
which capital pimishments have been abo- 
lished in this country, are still capitally 
punished in the Dependencies of Great 
Britain. 

Betum of duties payable under colonial 
enactments on goods imported into the 
British Colonies, at the dat^s mentioned.in 
the several tabular statements. 

Estimates for colonial and consular ser- 
vices. 

Correspondence between her Majesty's 
Government and the East India Company 
and others respecting steam communica- 
tion via Suez to the East Indies, Cey- 
lon, Hong Kong, and the Australian colo- 
nies. ... 

Conmiimications addressed to the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies. on supply of 
cotton from any of the British Dependencies. 
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PARLUM£NTABT PAPERS RELATING 



Yflw. 



1850 



1861 



Sessional 
Number. 



76iJ 



1163) 
1285] 
1232 

11 



86 

180 1 
408] 



227 



162 



372 

627 

680 

1383 
1421 



Parliamentary Reports, &c* 



Copies of all treaties. Acts, or ordi- 
nances of the local Legislature of India, and 
the transmarine possessions of the Grown, 
whereby provision is made for ministers 
of the Eoman Catholic Church in such 
possessions 

Correspondence on transportation to 
the Colonies. 

Beports on past and present state of her 
Majesty's colonial possessions. 

Returns showing how far crimes for 
which capital punishments have been abo- 
lished in this countiy, are still capitally 
punished in the Dependencies, (^upra, 
1860—69.) 

Accounts of exports to and imports from 
the British Colonies and East Indies in 1 848. 

Returns of postage charged on letters to 
British Colonies and East Indies, and 
revenue and expenditure of the several 
post offices for the three years ending 
January 5, 1848. 

Copies of provincial Acts of Canada 
and Jamaica by which the civil disabilities 
of the Jews were renjoved, and corre- 
spondence relating thereto. 

Statement of measures adopted respect- 
ing the erection and management of light- 
houses in the British Colonies ; with an ab- 
stract of all returns received on the subject. 

First report of Select Committee on 
steam communication with the East Indies, 
Australia, and New Zealand. 

Return of the colonial expenditure of 
Great Britain for the years 1847-8 and 
1848-9. 

Returns exhibiting statistics of emigra- 
tion, from 1846 to 1860, to British Colo- 
nies and other parts. 

Eleventh general report of the Colonial 
Land and Emigration Commissioners. 

Reports on l£e past and present state of 
her Majesty's colonial possessions. 
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Tear. 



Sessional 
Number. 



1852 



23 

84 

92 

144 

200 

249 

355 



391 



458 



566 



1466 

1499 

1517 

1515\ 
1516) 



Farliamentarj Reports, &e. 



Betums relating to emigration and colo- 
nial lands. 

Returns of duties payable under colo- 
nial enactments. 

Betum of troops employed in British 
Colonies. 

Accounts of exports from and imports 
to all the British Colonies from 1845 to 
1849. 

Betums of gross revenues and disburse- 
ments of each of the Colonies of Great 
Britain, exhibiting the cost of collection. 

Copies of all tenders, letters, or state- 
ments relating to steam communication to 
the East^ Indies and Australian Colonies. 

Petitions to her Majesty and representa- 
tions to the Government, on colonial 
church legislation, or on any points affect- 
ing the management of the affairs of the 
Church in the Colonies since 1845. 

Betiun of names of all governors and 
lieutenant-governors of the different Colo- 
nies, with salaries, dates of appointment, 
previous profession, and residences. 

Betum of number of colonial bishops, 
stating the salaries of each, and the sources 
whence these salaries are derived. 

Betiun of her Majesty's troops em- 
ployed in the British Colonies in the last 
three years, with cost for pay and commis- 
sariat expenses. ^ 

Tables of the revenue, population, and 
commerce of the United Kingdom and its 
Dependencies. 

Twelfth general report of the Colonial 
Land and Emigration Commissioners. 

Papers on convict discipline and trans- 
portation. 

Beports of the Committee (appointed 
by the Treasury) on the naval, ordnance, 
and commissariat establishments and ex- 
penditure in the Colonies, with correspond- 
ence thereon. 
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PARUAMBMTABT PAFERa 



Jmr. 


SeMional 
Number. 


Fsrliament&ry Reports, &e. 


1862 


1530 


Beports from goyemors of the Colonies 
on the past and present state of her Ma- 
jesty*s oolonial possessions. 


1853 


65 


Betum of shipping engaged in the colo- 
nial trade. 




84 


Eetum of Customs duties payahle in 
the Colonies. 




02 


Number of troops employed m the Colo- 
nies in 1851 and 1852. 




113 


Betum of emigrant ships deared for the 
Colonies. 




204 


Correspondence respecting colonial post- 
age. 
Estimates relating to colonial and con- 




261 






sular services; abstract for 1853. 




308 


General abstracts of colonial expenditure. 




703 


Bates of colpnial postage. 


•— 


836 


Further returns relating to Customs 
duties in the Colonies. 




027 


Betums of revenue and expenditure of 
the Colonies. 


— ^ 


1000 


General abstract of colonial expendi- 
ture. 




1004 


Number of letters received and de- 






spatched by the Colonial Land and Emi- 
gration Commissioners. 




1505 


Further reports on the state of the colo- 
nial possessions, for 1852, from the go- 
vernors of the various Colonies. 




1647 


Thirteenth annual report of the Colo- 
nial Land and Emigration Commissioners. 




1603 


Further reports of the state of the colo- 
nial possessions for 1852. 


1854 


46 


Betum of troops employed in the Colo- 
nies in 1851, 1852, and 1853. 


w- 


172 


Estimates for colonial and consular ser- 

• 




177 


Vices. 

Correspondejice relating to the removal 
of troops stationed in Colonies, 




487 


List of governors of Colonies. 


* 


401 


Betum respecting ocean postage. 




1705 


Papers relating to transportation to the 
Colonies. 
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CHAPTER II. 

EUROPEAN DEPENDENCIES. 

Ionian Islands — ^Malta — Gibraltar — ^Heuooland-^Islb of 

Man, and Ghannj&l Islands. 



IONIAN ISLANDS. 

THE protectorate of these islands involves the 
exercise of Imperial authority, both executive 
and legislative ; though not fulfilling the definition 
of a CSolony^ or forming a portion of the British 
Empire, they cannot be properly omitted from the 
category of British Dependencies. 

The Ionian Islands — Corfu, Cephalonia, Zante, 
Santa Maura, Theaki or Ithaca, Faxo, Cerigo, and 
several small islets-HM}mprise an area of about 1 000 
square miles. The chief island, Corfu, now the 
seat of government, the ancient Corcyra, was origi- 
nally a Colony of Corinth, The islands became a 
part of the Eoman Empire after the decadence of 
Greece. They were, in the 14th century, under 
Venice, until the dissolution of that Bepublic in 
1796, when they fell into the hands of the French; 
but in 1799 were retaken by the combined fleets of 
Russia and Turkey, and in 1800 the Emperor Paul 
declared them an independent State under the pro- 

F 2 
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tection of the Porte. They were restored to France 
at the Peace of Luneville, confirmed by the Treaty of 
Presburg in 1806, and that of Vienna in 1809, but 
were all, except Corfu, taken by a British squadron 
in 1810, and remained in the hands of Great Britain 
till, by the Treaty of Paris in 1814, they were de- 
clared a free, single, and independent State, and 
placed under the protection of his Britannic Majesty, 
and an Act of Ratification was executed at Constanti- 
nople, April 25, 1819. 

By the 3rd Article of the Treaty of Paris, the 
Ionian Republic was empowered to regulate its 
own internal economy, subject to the approbation of 
Great Britain; and a Lord High Comnussioner, 
invested with the necessary power and authority for 
this purpose, was to reside upon the islands. His 
Britannic Majesty was to have the right of occupy- 
ing all the fortresses and fortified places of the seven 
islands, and of maintaining garrisons in them, and 
the miUtary force of the said States was to be under 
the orders of the Commander-in-Chief of the British 
troops. 

A charter was granted to the United Islands in 
May, 1817, by which the following constitution was 
established. A Legislative Assembly of 40 members, 
seven elected by each of the larger islands, Corfu, 
Cephalonia, and Zante respectively, and four by Santa 
Maura, and four by the remaining islands, making in 
all 29 members, the synclitse and nobles being in all 
cases the electors ; their qualifications being the same 
as prescribed in the Emperor Alexander's charter of 
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1803. The remaining 11 members of the Legis- 
lative Assembly (called integral or ex-oflScio mem- 
bers), comprising the Regents or Governors of the 
five larger islands, veere to be nominated by the Lord 
High Commissioner. The Assembly to meet every 
two years for a session of three months; 11 being 
a quorum. The duration of each ParUament being 
five years. 

A Senate of five members, elected by the Legis- 
lative Assembly, having a President and Secretary 
appointed for five years by the Lord High Commis- 
sioner, was also constituted, and to this body the 
executive administration was committed, under the 
supreme authority of the Lord High Commissioner. 
Regents were also appointed for each island, with 
their respective subordinate Councils. A supreme 
Court of Justice was established at Corfu, with sub- 
ordinate Courts in the other islands. Certain modi- 
fications in this constitution were proposed in 1849. 

The chief functionary in the islands is the Lord 
High Commissioner, appointed by the Crown. 



The following are the Names of those who have held 
THE Office of Lord High Commissioner, with the 
Dates of their respective Commissions. 

Lieut-General Sir T. MaitJand, May 7, 1816. 
Lieut-General Sir F. Adam, April 7, 1824. 
George, Lord Nugent, September 8, 1832. 
Lieut.-General Sir Howard Douglas, March 13, 1836. 
Right Hon. Alexander Stewart Mackenzie, Dec. 2, 1840. 
Lieut.-General J. Colbome (Lord Seatou), Feb. 24, 1843. 
Sk H. G. Ward, May 2, 1849. 
Sir John Young, March 10, 1855. 
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OBDEBS IN COUNCIL EELATING TO THE 

IONIAN ISLANDS. 



T«r. 



1813 



1816 
1834 
1838 

1830 
184d 

1851 



Olden in GoanciL 



(Augast 14.) Authorising the civil commissioner, 
or goyemor, to grant licences for canying on the 
trade between the United Kingdom and the Ionian 
Islands. 

(May 6.) Providing for the provisional government 
of the Islands till the Constitutional Charter shall be 
in force. 

(March 10.) Approving proclamation for dissolving 
present Parliament of Sie United States of Ionian 
Islands. 

(September 7.) Approving proclamation for dissolv- 
ing Parliament of the Islands. 

(November 5.) Regulating the salutes to be paid to 
the Lord High Commissioner. 

(June 17.) Approving proclamation for dissolvii^ 
the Parliament. 

(December 10.) Disallowing an Act of the Ionian 
Parliament for organising courts of law In these 
States. 

(November 14.) Approving proclamation for dis- 
solving the Parliament 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, & PAPERS 
RELATING TO THE IONIAN ISLANDS. 



Year. 


SeMioma 
Number. 


IWIianmitary Bepofti, Ac 


1816 


228 


Lord Collingwood's instructions to Cap- 
tsdn Spranger respecting the attempt to 
deliver the Ionian Isles from tiie Fiench in 
1809. 


1818 


132 


Constitutional chart of the Ionian Is- 
lands. 


1810-20 


82 


Abstract of expenses incurred there. 


1821 


21 


Statement of the militia embodied 






there. 
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Tear. 



Sessional 
Number. 



1821 



1822 
1842 



591 
601 
876 
341 



1844 



1860 



501 



215 



1852 



607) 
1276 j 
567 



1477 



1852-3 



226 



772 



Parliamentary Beports, &c. 



Accounts and papers relating to the re- 
venue and expenditure of the Islands. 

Paper respecting disturbances at Santa 
Maura. 

Proclamations issued by Sir Thomas 
Maitland. 

Quarterly payments made to the Trea- 
sury from the contribution of 35,0002. per 
annum, payable to Great Britain for mili- 
tary protection of the Ionian States from 
1823, with dates of payments. 

Quantities and declared value of British 
and*Iiish produce and manufactures ex- 
ported thereto. 

Eetums of editors of newspapers ex- 
pelled from the Islands in 1849, and the 
number of persons tried by courts-martial 
in Cephalonia. 

Papers respecting recent changes in the 
constitution of the Islands. 

Despatches between Sir H. G. Ward, 
Lord High Commissioner, and Earl Grey, 
respecting the first meeting, dates of seve- 
ral meetings, prorogations, and list of laws 
passed by the late Legislative Assembly ; 
also respecting the number, duties, and 
salaries of the senators, and the changes 
in the local jurisdiction of the judges, and 
mode of electing the mimicipal councils in 
the different islands ; also returns of all 
laws passed for altering the finances of the 
Islands. 

Convention between her Majesty and 
the King of the Netherlands relative to 
the commercial intercoiu*se between the 
Netherlands and the Ionian Islands, 
signed January 14, 1852. 

Correspondence respecting the banished 
members of the Legislative Assembly, and 
the prorogation of the newly-elected 
Assembly. 

Papers relating to Chevalier Mustoxedi. 
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MALTA, GOZO, AND CUMINO. 

These islands were, in past ages, successively under 
the dominion of the Carthaginians, Romans, Sara- 
cens, and Sicilians, and in 1530 were granted, by the 
Emperor Charles V., who had become possessed of 
them, to the Order of the Knights of St. John, and 
were by them held for more than two centuries till 
captured by the French, under Bonaparte, in 1798. 
They were afterwards retaken by the English in 1800, 
and finally ceded to Great Britain by the Treaty of 
Paris, in 1814. Representative* government existed 
in Malta and in Gozo as early at least as in 1690, in 
the form of a "Consiglio Populare," which elected 
its own officers, appointed its own ambassadors, and 
exercised, under the Suzerain in Sicily, the whole 
legislative authority in the island until it was abolished 
by the Grand Master Rohan, and a new code of laws, 
entitled "Dritto Municipale di Malta,'* was intro- 
duced. A Supreme Council of Justice now exercises 
the highest judicial functions in the islands, and the 
Chief Justice of this tribunal is appointed by the 
Crown. By Order in Council of Dec. 18, 1834, regu- 
lations were made for appeals from its decisions to 
the Sovereign in Council. 

' The administration of affairs in the islands is com- 
mitted to a Governor appointed by the Crown. In 
1835 a Council of Government was created under 
the royal sign manual, and in 1838 was recon- 
structed. It consisted of three official members 
(besides the Governor), namely, the Senior Officer 
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of the troops, the Chief Secretary, and the Auditor 
General, and three unofficial members, two of whom, 
were to be native-bom Maltese, and one British-bom 
(but two years resident in Malta), all to be appointed 
by the Governor, subject to the confirmation of the 
Crown. By letters patent, dated May 11, 1849, 
this Constitution was altered, and a new Council 
constituted, of 18 members, eight of whom are 
elected by the inhabitants. The Governor is Presi- 
dent, has two votes as member of Council, and a 
veto on all its proceedings. His salary is £4600 per 
annum. 

ThK FOLLOWIKa HATE HELD THE OfFIOE OF Q0VEBKOB8 OF 

Malta, having received theib Commissions at the 
dates appended to each name. 

181 B, July 15, Lieut.-General Thomas Maitland. 
1824, May 6, Francis, Marquess of Hastings. 
1826, December 22, Major-General T. G. Ponsonby. 
1836, October 1, Major-General Sir H. T. Bouverie. 
1843, June 14, Lieut-General Sir P. Stuart. 
1847, October 37, Right Hon. R. More OTerraU. 
1851, October 1, Colonel Sir William Reid. 

ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO MALTA 

AND GOZO. 



Tear. 



1801 
1803 



Orders in Council. 



(July 30.) Declaring La Yalette, in the island of 
Malta, a free port. 

(June 8.) Continuing till January 1, 1804, a pre- 
vious Order regulating the trade to and from Malta. 

(December 1.) Continuing above Order till six 
I months after peace shall have been concluded. 
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Year. 



Ordert in Council. 



1807 ^January 7.) Begulating the trade of the islands. 

1808 (October 6.) Directing payment of the prize-money 
due to the Sicilian troops in respect of the capture 
of Malta, to be paid to the Prince de Castelciala. 

1800 (March 15.) Empowering Governor to grant li- 
cences for re-export of goods, not being naval and 
military stores, to certam ports mider certain circum- 
stances. 

1810 ' (August 23.) Authorising instructions to Commis- 
sioners there on the subject of import and export 
licences. 

1812 (July 17.) Begulating the trade and commerce of 
the islands. 

1824 (December 18.) Begulating appeals to her Majesty 
from the Supreme GouncU of Justice of the is- 
land. 

1835 (April 1.) Approving instructions to the Lieutenant- 
Governor for creating a Council of Government in 
the island of Malta. 

1836 (September 21.) For enabling the Commissioners 
in Mfidta to enforce attendance of witnesses, and to 
facilitate the conduct of their inquiries. 

(November 29.) Establishing in the island certain 
regulations respecting the publication of written or 
printed works there. 

1843 (February 1.) Bemoving doubts as to the Governor's 
authority to prevent the residence of aliens within the 
government of Malta. 

1844 (March 4.) Approving certain proclamations issued 
by the Lieutenant-Governor relating to the currency 
and circulation of coins in the island. 

(March 4.) Approving proclamations declaring the 
rate at which certain dollars, &c., are to pass current 
in the islands. 

(June 19.) Authorising (under statutes 6 & 7 Vict 
cap. 94) her Majesty's consular agents in the Ottrn 
man dominions to exercise jurisdiction in matters of 
a civil and criminal nature over British subjects, and 
appointing Malta as the British colony wherein crimes 
and offences committed by British subjects within 
the Ottoman dominions may be inquired of, tried, 
determined, and punished. 

1845 (Januaiy 13.) Empowering Lords of the Admi- 
ralty to place the victualling yard under charge of the 
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1845 



1846 



1849 



1850 



1852 



1854 



Orders in Goancil. 



same officer who superintends the steam machinery 
of dockyard. 

(June 30.) Approving proclamation legalising the 
tender and currency in Malta of the Sicilian dollar at 
the rate of 4s. sterling. 

(May 19.) Befernng to Committee petition of cer- 
tain inhahitants, complaining of certain grievances, 
and especially of the interference of the police at the 
last Camival. 

(May 1.) Approving letters patent altering the 
Governor's commission in respect of the constitution 
of the Council of Government. 

(June 19.) Authorising the Governor to issue Medi- 
terranean passes on certain conditions, and revoking 
Order of Novemher 520, 1819. 

(November 18.) Begulating the Maltese currency, 
and legalising the circulation of five-firanc pieces. 

(March 5.) Approvmg instructions to Governor re- 
voking appointment of Purveyor of Charities as an 
ex-officio member of the Council of Government. 

(Janiiary 30.) Establishing a code of criminal 
laws, and regulations of police, for the island and its 
dependencies. 

(April 15.) Prohibiting the exportation of arms 
from the island or its dependencies. 

(July 3.) Approving certain instructions for exe- 
cuting the Commission for examining witnesses on 
the standing interrogatories in prize causes, and in 
regard to Ihe custody and sale of prizes and their 
cargoes at Malta under statute 17 Vict cap. 18, ss. 
52 & 53. 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ACCOUNTS, & PAPERS 
RELATING TO MALTA AND ITS DEPENDENCIES. 



Tetr. 


Semoml 
Number. 


Parliamentary Reporta, && 


i8oi-a 


82 


Account of territorial revenues of Malta, 
Gozo, and Cumino. 
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T«ur. 

1 


Setiional 
Number. 


1816 
1821 


217 
69 


1837-88 


141 


1839 
1846 


140) 
211) 
326 


1846 


343) 
613J 


1850 


134 


1863 


024 


1854 


290 




■ 



Parliamcntarj Reports, &c 



Papers relating to Malta. 

Betum of Knights of Malta receiving 
pensions from Great Britain. 

Beports of Commissioners appointed to 
inquire into the affairs of the island. 

Beports of Commissioners on affairs of 
the island, and correspondence thereon. 

Correspondence on the subject of the 
Malta currency. 

Petition of Maltese to her Majesty re- 
specting the interference of the police at 
the celebration of the Carnival on the is- 
land, and despatches thereon. 

Despatches between Governor of Malta 
and the Colonial Office relating to the ad- 
mission of foreigners to the isLand. 

Extract from &e criminal code of Malta 
relating to the punishment to be inflicted 
for offences against the respect due to reli- 
gion. 

Despatches relating to the criminal 
code. 



GIBRALTAR. 

Gibraltar (founded by a Moorish Chief in the 
eighth century) was ceded to Spain by the Moors in 
the 14th century, and in 1704 was captured by the 
English, under Admiral Sir George Rooke, and, 
haying successfully resisted, at four different periods, 
four several attacks from French and Spanish forces, 
has ever since remained in the possession of Great 
Britain. In 1722, in pursuance of a petition of the 
inhabitants, a Judge for the trial of Civil or Criminal 
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Causes was appointed by royal commission. Two 
Charters of Justice were granted by George IT. and 
one by George III., by which a Court of Civil Fleas 
and a Court of Appeals were established. These, 
however, were abolished by the Charter dated Sept. 1, 
1830, by which the Supreme Court of Gibraltar, as 
at present existing, was constituted. By Order in 
Council, dated April 1, 1841, Gibraltar was declared 
to be a place to which convicts might be sent. In 
1842 an episcopal diocese was erected at Gibraltar. 

The administration of affairs at Gibraltar is vested 
in the Commander-in-Chief of the troops as Gover- 
nor, in whom alone the power of enacting laws is 
vested. His salary is £5000 per annum. 



The following List contains the Names of those who 

HAVE SEEK GOYEBNOBS OF GiBBALTAB AT THE DaTES 
PREFIXED TO EACH NaME. 

1704. Prince Geoi^e of Hesse Dannstadt. 

Major-Genend Shrimpton (Lieutenant-Goyemor). 
1706. Lieut-General David, Earl of Portmore. 
1720. Brigadier- General A. Kane. 
1727. Brigadier-General J. Clayton, 
1730. Lieut.-General J. Sabine. 

1738. Lieut-General F. Columbine. 

1739. Lieut- General W. Hargrave. 
1749. Lieut.-General Humphry Bland. 
1752. Lieut-General Thomas Fowke. 

1756. Lieut.-General James, Lord Tyrawley. 

1756. Major-General William, Earl of Panmure (second in 

command). 
1758. Major-General William, Earl of Home. 

1761. Major-General Parslow. 

1762. Lieut.-General Hon. E. ComwaUis. 
1770. Major-General Robert Boyd. 



78 



EUROPEAN PEPENDENCIES. 



1776. Lieut'Oeneral George Augustus Elliot. 

1787. Major-General Charles 0*Hara. 

179D. Lieut-General Sir Bobert Lloyd. 

179i, July 19, General Sir H. Clinton. 

1706. Major-General Sir Thomas Trigge. 

1802, March 24, H.B.H. Edward, Duke of Kent and Stra- 

them. 
1804. Lieut. General Hon. H. E. Fox, 
1810. Major-General Sir Colin Campbell, }• Lieut-GoTemors. 
1814. Lieut-General George Don, 
1820. March 6, General John Pitt Earl of Chatham. 
1831. April 8, Lieut-General Sir W. Houston. 
1835. February 28, Major-General Sir Alexander Woodford. 
1848. October 4, General Sir R T. Wilson. 
1848. November 21, Major-General Sir K. W. Gardiner. 



I. \ui 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO GIBRALTAE. 




1720 



1722 



1728 



1744 



1752 
1779 

1783 



(August 11.) Establishing a court of judicature, 
and ordering Attorney-General to prepare draft ac- 
cordingly. 

(June 14.) Approving instructions to Govemor 
about Mediterranean passes, with forms of bond and 
oath (revoked by Order of September 30, 1825). 

(December 16.) Referring to Attorney-General and 
Board of Trade draft of charter for establishing civil 
government. 

(March 29.) Empowering Govemor to grant letters 
of marque. 

(September 6.) Ordering Admiralty to transmit 
thither 19th article of Treaty of Utrecht 

(June 30.) Approving charter for erecting court of 
criminal jurisdiction. 

(June 23.) Directing Advocate-General to prepare 
Gonunissions authorising Govemor of Gibraltar to 
grant letters of marque and reprisal against Spain. 

(December 31.) Ordering the Govemor to c«Jl in 
the old Mediterranean passes, and issuing otiiera in 
a new form. 
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Year. Orden in CoimciL 



1805 (May 0.) Authorising Governor to grant licences for 
import and export of goods to and from Spain. 

1809 (March 16.) Eefernng to Attorney-General Order 
respecting duties and fees to be piud on wine and 
other articles of consumption. 

1816 (August S.) Imposing certain duties on ships com- 
ing to anchor o£f the port and in the harbour. 

1825 (September 30.) Bevoldng Order of June 14, 1722» 
respecting passes to vessels belonging to residents. 

1826 (November 20.) Approving the proceedings of the 
Commissioners for settling the titles to hmds, and 
confirming various grants. 

1827 (February 5.) Amending and confirming a procla- 
mation prepared by the Lieutenant-Governor for the 
regulation of the police. 

1880 (July 30.) Ordering certain quarantine regulations 
to be published in the Gazette. 

1832 (October 12.) Confirming an ordinance made by 
Lieutenant-Governor respecting the putting in force, 
within the said garrison, of the laws of England re- 
lating to bankrupts. 

1833 (February 4.) For the improvement and more easy 
collection of the revenue. 

1841 (April 1.) Authorising the transportation of con- 
victs fix)m the United Kingdom to Gibraltar. 

(June 23.) Bevising an Order of February 4, 1833, 
for management and collection of Her Majesty's 
revenues at Gibraltar, and amending the schedule to 
an Order of February 6, 1822, relating to the wharf- 
i^e dues on exports. 

1843 (February 1.) For removing doubts as to the 
Governor's authority to prevent the residence of aliens 
within the limits of his government. 

1844 (May 23.) Approving proclamation fixing the rate 
at which certain gold and silver coins shall pass cur- 
rent in Gibraltar. 

1845 (April 26.) Bevoking so much of Order of Sep- 
tember 3, 1S44, as relates to the tender of Mexican 
and South American doubloons. 

1846 (November 14.) Approving instructions to the Go- 
vernor respecting the promulgation of laws and ordi- 
nances. 

1848 (February 11.) Empowering the Governor to pur- 
chase land in the garrison when required for the 
public service 
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Yfltf. 



1848 
1860 

1861 



1854 



Ordert in Coimcil. 



(October 31.) Amending the regulations in force 
for collecting the wine duties. 

(June 19.) Authorising Governor t6 issue Mediter- 
ranean passes on certain conditions, and revoking 
Order of September 30, 1825. 

(March 7.) Confirming an Ordinance of January, 
1851, to amend and consolidate the law relating to 
bankrupts; also for the regulation of the wine and 
spirit trade. 

(June 25.) Correcting an error in Order of March 
7 respecting the wine trade. 

(April 15.) Prohibiting the exportation of arms, 
ammunition, and military and naval stores from the 
town and garrison of Gibraltar. 



PAKLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, & PAPERS 

RELATING TO GIBRALTAR. 



Year. 



1822 

1831 
1843 

1844 



1854 
1855 



Seuional 
Number. 



65 
284 

68 
512 

591 



} 



130 



161 
274 



} 



Parliamentaiy Reports, &c. 



Returns of revenue collected at Gibral- 
tar. 

Return relating to certain offices there. 

Commercial tariffs and regulations of 
Gibraltar. 

Quantities and declared value of British 
and Irish manufactures and produce ex- 
ported to Gibraltar. 

Memorial of merchants at Gibraltar, 
with correspondence. 

Reports of Dr. Baly respecting quaran- 
tine ^t Gibraltar. 
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HELIGOLAND. 

This island, situate about 46 miles from the mouth 
of the Elbe, in the North Sea, was a Dependency of 
Denmark till 1807, when it was captured by the 
British under Admiral Russell. By the Treaty of 
Paris, in 1814, it was confirmed to Great Britain. 

The government is committed to aLieut.-Govemor, 
appointed by the Crown, under whom are local 
Magistrates. 

ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO HELIGOLAND. 



AJ). 

1809 
1811 



1812 
1813 

1843 



Orders in Council. 



(May 31.) For regulating the trade to and from 
Heligoland. 

(June 15.) Authorising the Governor, to protect 
British property there from attachments hy subjects 
of Hamburgh. 

(September 6.) Enabling the Governor to grant li- 
cences for vessels to trade between that island and 
the ports between Norden and the Eyder. 

(April 8.) Extending Order of September 6, 1811, 
to ports between Norden and Horn Point. 

(January S6.) Directing Attorney-General to pre- 
pare Order for removing certain persons from the 
island. 

(June 10.) Imposing export duties on manufactures 
made from foreign materials, otherwise liable to Cus- 
toms duties on importation into the United King- 
dom. 



THE ISLE OF MAN. 

The Isle of Man, notwithstanding its geographical 
proximity — ^not more than 35 miles from the British 
shore — ^yet falls within the definition of a Dependency 

G 
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as being the subject of a distinct government.* The 
island comprises an area of about 220 square miles. 
From the 10th to the 13th century the island was 
under the dominion of* Norway. In 1266 it was 
ceded by Norway to Alexander, then King of Scot- 
land, for 5000 marks sterUng. 

During the 17th century, though the authority of the 
British Government was exercised there by Orders in 
Council, the island passed successively into the posses- 
sion of the Earls of SaUsbury, Northumberland, and 
Derby, till 1705, when it descended to the then Duke 
of Athol, in the possession of whose family it remained 
till 1765, when arrangements were proposed for 
ceding it to the Crown of England for £72,000. 

By statute 45 George III. cap. 123, passed in 1805, 
one-fourth of the island revenues were reserved to the 
Duke of Athol, and finally, in pursuance of statute 
6 George IV. cap. 34 (passed in 1825), the island, 
with all its manorial rights and revenues, and patron- 
age of the See, was, in consideration of a sum of 
£416,000, awarded by arbiters, for ever ceded to the 
British Government. 

The constitution of the Isle of Man comprises 
three estates — ^the Governor, appointed by and repre- 
senting the Sovereign ; the Council; and the House 
of Keys. The Council consists of the Bishop of the 
diocese, the Attorney-General, the Receiver-General, 
the two Deemsters or Chief Justices, the Clerk of 
the Rolls, the Water-Bailiff or Judge- Admiral, and 
the two Vicars- General, who are members ex-officio. 

* Administered through the Home Office. 
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The House of Keys consists of 24 principal landed 
proprietors, who themselves fill up vacancies arising by 
death or resignation, by presenting two qualified can- 
didates for selection to the Governor, who nominates 
one. The Governor assembles the House of Keys 
at his discretion, 13 forming a quorum, and they 
possess not only legislative l3ut judicial powers as a 
Court of Appeal. All legislative acts of the House 
of Keys must be sanctioned by a majority of the 
Council and by the Governor before they are pre- 
sented for the royal assent. Detailed information 
on the laws and constitution of the island will be 
found in the Abridgment of the Manks Statutes, 
and the Report of the Commissioners, 1792, and in 
a book entitled the " Lex Scripta of the Isle of Man," 
comprehending the ancient ordinances and statute 
laws firom 1422 to 1819.* 

OKDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE 

ISLE OF MAN. 



A.D. 



1624 



1663 



1722 



1724 



Orders in Council. 



(November 24.) Declaring the privileges of the 
island in the matter of a French ship seized and 
detained there. 

(July 15.) Declaring that the Act of general par- 
don did extend to the island, and ought to have been 
taken notice of in the case of one W. Christian. 

(July 19.) Eeferring to Attorney-General the com- 
plaint of bishop and vicars-general against the Go- 
vernor for imprisoning them. 

(July 4.) Reversing the sentence against the bishop 
and vicars-general on their appeal against the officers 
of the Earl of Derby. 

* Published at Douglas, 1819. 

G 2 



84 



EUROPEAN DEPENDENCIES. 



A.D. 



Orden in CounciL 



1728 



1764 



1765 



1766 



1793 

1808 

1812 

1814 
1817 

1819 



1823 
1826 



1830 



1832 



(November 14.) Calling on the Earl of Derby and 
his deputy officers to answer the complaint of the 
House of Keys. 

(August 3.) Ordering Attorney-General to prepare 
Orders for executing the laws for preventing iUicit 
trade carried on in the island. 

(February 26.) Ordering copies of records in 
council-books relative to die island to be made, 
and clerk to attend House of Commons with the same. 

(June 19.) Approving report of Committee relative 
to the taking possession of the island by the Govern- 
ment, and directing a proclamation, with commission 
and instructions, to John Wood, Esq , as Governor, 
to be prepared. 

(July 6.) Approving Commission of the Duke of 
Athol as Governor there. 

(May 14.) Permitting foreign goods to be imported 
thither from Guernsey under Ucences from the Com- 
missioners of Customs. 

(September 29.) Authorising Messrs. Boulton and 
Watt to coin JBIOOO in pence for circulation in the 
island. 

(March 7.) Confirming two Acts passed in the island 
relative to insolvent debtors. 

(July 1.) Confirming two Acts passed in the island: 
1. For altering the criminal law; 2. For preventing 
the circulation of promissory notes. 

(February 1.) Confirming an Act passed in the is- 
land to prevent the recovery of tippling debts. 

(December 3.) Confirming an Act for the better 
making and repairing of roads and bridges. 

(April 3.) Confirming an Act to prevent the brew- 
ing of beer from sugar and molasses. 

(July 27.) Confirming an Act respecting the ap- 
pointment of attorneys, and their fees. 

(November 20.) Confirming two Acts : 1. For pre- 
venting tumults and riotous assemblies ; 2. For ap- 
pointment of magistrates. 

(July 3.) Referring to Committee letter from Sir R. 
Peel, inclosing an Act of the island respecting pre- 
servation of game there. 

(March 14.) Confirming two Acts: 1. Respecting 
the granting leases of mines ; 2. Respecting a new 
parish church in the parish of Kirkchrist. 
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A.D. Order! in Council. 



1832 (May 30.) Confirming Acts : 1. For the amendment 

of the criminal law ; 2. For regulating the sale and 
purchase of articles by weight ; 3» For better regu- 
lating of juries. 

1834 (January 24.) Confirming Acts : 1. For supplying 
the town of Douglas m^ water; (2) for building 
church at Kirk Michael. 

1835 (April 23.) Confirming Act relating to mort- 
gages. 

(July 15.) Confirming two Acts relating to fish and 
game. 

(September 11.) Confirming Act for lighting town 
of Douglas with gas. 

1836 (February 23.) Confirming Act rendering written 
memorandums necessary to the validity of certain 
engagements. 

(April 28.) Confirming three Acts: 1. For extend- 
ing powers of magistrates ; 2. For pimishing plun- 
derers of wrecked vessels ; 3. For preventing tumul- 
tuous and riotous assemblies. 

1839 (March 1.) Confirming three Acts : 1. For commu- 
tation of times in the island ; 2. For a new church 
in St. Andrew*s parish; 3. For amending an Act 
respecting church at Kirk Michael. 

(April 10.) Confirming Act for suppression of lotte- 
ries. 

(April 10.) Ordering issue of copper coinage for 
the island. 

1840 (January 3.) Confirming two Acts: 1. For assimi- 
lating currency of the island to that of Great Bri- 
tain ; 2. Eespecting weights and measures and sale 
of bread. 

1842 (December 10.) Authorising Bishop of Sodor and 
Man to distribute, according to his judgment, a cha- 
rity paid by the Crown under letters patent from 
Charles II. 

1843 (October 2.) Confirming an Act for ascertaining and 
defining certain rights of ecclesiastical persons, parish 
clerks, and schoolmasters. 

1846 (August 1.) Confirming an Act abolishing distinc- 
tions in the law of arrest as affecting persons bom 
off the island. 

(September 26.) Confirming three Acts : 1. Ee- 
specting the printing of newspapers ; 2. Respecting 
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Boyal 
Assent 



1846 
1846 

1848 



Acts of Parliament. 



^August 4.) 8 & 9 Vict. cap. 94. — ^An Act for regu- 
lating the trade of the Isle of Man. 

(August 7.) 9 & 10 Vict. cap. 46. — ^An Act to con- 
tinue till December 31, 1861, statutes 4 & 6 Vict. 
cap. 30, for authorising a survey of the Isle of Man. 

(September 4.) 11 & 12 Vict. cap. 117. — ^An Act for 
rendering certain newspapers published in the island 
liable to postage. 



PARLIAMENTABY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS. AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO THE ISLE OF MAN. 



Tear. 



1806 



1823 



1843 



1845 

1846 

1847 



1852 



Sessional 
Number. 



29 

139 

169) 
160 J 
477 
492 

351 



29 
26 
48 



} 



322 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Amount of duties on imports and ex- 
ports. 

Reports on petitions of the Duke of 
Athol relative to the island. 

Accoimts of revenues and expenditure. 

Civil establishment of the island. 

Produce of Customs, and expense of 
the establishment. 

Receipt and expenditure of the island 
in the years 1840, 1841, and 1842, show- 
ing the various soui'ces whence derived 
and purposes to which applied ; also ap- 
propriation of surplus revenues. 

Orders of Treasury admitting articles to 
be imported into the island duty free. 

Returns relating to the state of the is- 
land, its judicial establishments, govern- 
ment, trade, imports, and exports. 

Returns of the gross Customs revenue of 
the island in each year from 1804 to 1851, 
and of the gross expenditure in 1851; of 
the gross receipts of the Woods and Forests 
of the island in each year from 1827 to 
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Year. 


SeBsional 
Number. 


Parliamentary Beports, &c. 


1853 


601 

605 
746 
847 
977 


1861, and of the Post Office from 1842 to 
1851 ; and correspondence between the 
Governor and the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department on otiier matters re- 
latmg to tiie island. 

Accounts of the island from 1805 to 
1853, and of moneys vote^ for public works 
there from 1841 to 1851. 

Memorial relatmg to Customs duties in 
the island. 

Treasury minute respecting Customs 
duties in the island. 

Eeply to deputies from the House of 
Keys on Customs duties in the island. 

Ketum respecting lighthouses on the 
island. 



CHANNEL ISLANDS. 

Jersey, Guernsey, AJdemey, and Sercq (wdth the 
islets called Herm, Jethou, Le Marchant, and the 
Caskets). 

These islands, having formed part of the territories 
of the Dukedom of Normandy, were retained by 
England when the continental possessions of the 
Duchy were reUnquished, and were, in 1108, formally 
annexed, by King Henry I., to the British Crown, 
under the dominion of which they have since re- 
mained. 

The laws which govern these islands are the ancient 
customs of Normandy, as contained in "Le Grand 
Coutumier,*' or in "Jja Somme de Mancel," muni- 
cipal and local usages, Ordinances made by the Sove- 
reigns of England, or by Royal Commissioners, and 
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Orders in Council. The earliest exercise of royal autho- 
rity over the Anglo-Norman isles, in the Records of 
the Council Office, is an Order, dated Nov. 12, 1404, 
declaring the will of King Henry IV. that the in- 
habitants of the islands should not acknowledge the 
authority of the Admiral of France. 

Acts of the Imperial Parliament intended to affect 
the Channel Islands must either expressly name them 
or be formally registered and published there by the 
Royal Courts, which are the Civil and Criminal Tri- 
bunals of the islands, erected by Royal Charter in 
the reign of King John — there being one Court in 
Jersey and another in Guernsey, with jurisdiction 
over Aldemey, Sercq, and its smaller Dependencies. 
A BailiflP, appointed by the Crown, presides over each 
Court, and 12 jurats or judges, elected in Jersey by 
the people, in Guernsey by an electoral body called 
the " States of Election," the constitution of which 
wiU hereafter be more particularly described. The 
chief officers of these Courts are, in Jersey, the Vi- 
comte, Procureur de Roi, Advocate and Greffier ; in 
Guernsey, the Prevost or Sheriff and the Controller. 
From these Courts an appeal lies to Her Majesty in 
all civil causes affecting property exceeding the value 
of 300 livres toumois. Trial by jury in criminal 
cases was established in Jersey in pursuance of an 
Order in Council, dated June 3, 1791 ; seven out of 
twelve jurors having the power to convict, with an 
appeal to a grand inquest of twenty-four, five of 
whom have power to acquit. In Guernsey, trial by 
jury does not exist. 
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The Channel Islands have been at various times 
the subject of dispute between England and France, 
in the reigns of the 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 6th Edwards, 
also of Charles 11. and George 111. 

By an Order in Council of March 11, 1668, the 
islands were placed, in ecclesiastical matters, under 
the See of Winchester. 

The basis of their Civil Constitution has, notwith- 
standing certain modifications, remained unchanged,* 
though the institutions and laws of the islands diflTer 
in some respects, as will appear from the following 
brief account of each. 



JERSEY. 

The government of Jersey is administered by a 
Lieutenant-Governor, usually a mihtary officer, ap- 
pointed by the Crown, and a legislative body, called 
the "States,'' of 36 members (comprising the 12 
Judges, who are elected, for life, by all heads of 
families in Jersey being ratepayers). The 12 Rectors 
of the 12 parishes of the island, nominated (with the 
exception of the Dean) by the Lieutenant-Governor, 
are also life legislators ; and these, together with the 
12 Constables of the 12 parishes, elected triennially 
by the people, form the '* States,*' to which the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and the Bailiff or President of the 
Royal Court, the Vicomte, and the law officers also 
belong — the last mentioned having seats but not votes 

* Official Correspondence now passes through the Home 
Office. 
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in the Assembly. The " States " caunot be convened 
without the assent of the Lieutenant-Governor, who 
has a veto on all its deUberations. All Acts of the 
States must receive the royal assent within three 
years in order to make them permanent laws. 

The Bailiff and the Vicomte (whose functions cor- 
respond with those of the Prevost or Sheriff in Guern- 
sey) are appointed by the Crown. 

GUERNSEY. 

The government of Guernsey, as modified by a 
Projet de Loi passed by the States, June 9, 1843, 
and confirmed by Her Majesty in Council, Dec. 13, 
1844, is committed to a Lieutenant-Governor (usually 
a Major-General in the Army) and appointed by the 
Crown. There is also a body called the " Assembly 
of the States," consisting of 210 members, namely, the 
eight Rectors of the ten parishes of the island, two 
Constables from each parish, and 180 douzainiers or 
parish officers from the whole. The Bailiff and Pro- 
cureur, both appointed by the Crown, have also seats 
in this Assembly, which is commonly called the 
" Elective States,*' and is convened for the purpose 
of electing the Jurats and other officers of a more 
limited Assembly of 37 members, called "The States 
of Deliberation," by which the finances and general 
affairs of the island are administered. This body in- 
cludes the BaiKff as President, the Procureur, eight 
Rectors, 1 2 Jurats or Judges, and 1 5 Deputies irom 
the town and country douzaines. The States of De- 
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liberation, or " Administrative States," are convened 
by the Bailiff whenever he sees fit ; but on the requi- 
sition of six members, he is bound to call a meeting. 
The Bailiff acts as President both of the States and 
of the Royal Court, in which the 12 Jurats act as 
judges. The Bailiff is appointed by the Crown. 
The office of Governor, which had been a sinecure, 
was abolished in 1835, and a portion of its emolu- 
ments applied to augment the stipends of the clergy, 
the law officers, and in aid of schools in the island. 
The Lieutenant-Governor, as the chief functionary, 
now receives about £1400 a year, and the Bailiff 
£300, from the insular Crown revenues, and his fees 
of office. There are local corporations in Guernsey, 
called Central Douzaines. 

Alderney is a Dependency of Guernsey, but has 
a little Parliament of its own, consisting of six Jurats, 
elected by the ratepayers, and 12 Douzainiers, also 
elected by the people. There is also a Judge there. 

Sekcq is also a Dependency of Guernsey, but has 
a constitution, with powers to make local enactments, 
consisting of the Seigneur and an Assembly of 40 
tenants, over whom, at their meetings, held three 
times a year, the Seneschal, nominated by the 
Seigneur, presides. The Assembly have power to 
elect the island police officers. As regards all mili- 
tary and ecclesiastical affairs, and criminal jurisdic- 
tion, Sercq is under the authority of Guernsey. 

Herm, Jethou, Le Marchant, and the Caskets are 
small islets with only a few poor inhabitants, and 
under the government of Guernsey. 
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1404 



1405 

1437 
154^ 



1657 



1613 



1616 



1618 



1619 



16^1 
1626 



Orders in Council. 



(November 12.) Approving instructions to be sent 
to the Ambassadors sent to Picardy to treat with 
the French, and declaring the will of King Heniy 
IV., that the inhabitants of the islands should 
not acknowledge the authority of the Admiral of 
France. 

(May .) Confirming the appointment of Sir 
Thomas Picworth and Sir John Lisle to the govern- 
ment of these islands. 

(April 9^ For granting the islands to Humphry, 
Duke of Gloucester, and his heirs. 

(June 13.) Directing the Lord Chancellor to cause 
to be searched all indentures passed between the 
King and his progenitors and the Captains of these 
Islands. 

(March 15.) Declaring that Her Majesty Queen 
Mary shall not be at the charge of sending men for 
defence of the island of Jersey. 

(June 11.) Concerning the said of ships, and the 
customs of Normandy regarding that matter in 
Jersey. 

(November 4.) Orders relative to the ecclesiastical 
afi^drs of the islands. 

(March 13.) Instructing Sir Edward Conway and 
another to inquire into the state of the island, and to 
survey fortifications of Jersey. 

(June l5.) For the better government of the 
island of Jersey, martial and civU, maintenance of 
harbour, &c. 

(March 19.) Approving order to Governor, Bay- 
liffe, and States for settlement of ecclesiastical afiGEiIrs 
there. 

(July 2.) Approving Ordinances for the civil and 
military government of Jersey, and imposing tax on 
retail sale of wine, &c. 

(December 10.) Ordering collection inAldemeyfor 
the expense of erecting harbour there. 

(December 23.) For better guarding the island of 
Guernsey. 

(December 16.) Ordering militia of the counties 
of Dorset, Hants, and Wilts to garrison the islands 
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in case of necessity, and for permitting the importa- 
tion of coals, leather, and wool. 

1637 (July 23.) Orders for raising and victualling certain 

troops, to be levied for service in the islands, to be 
armed from stores there, the deficiency to be made up 
from. England. 

1628 (December 24.) Ordering the island of Jersey to 

be guarded against foreign invasion. 

1635 (June 19.) Ordering repair of fortificatiQ^s of Jer- 

sey, and giving power to impress workmen and 
labourers. 

1639 (May 24.) Ordering arms to be sent to Guernsey. 

1640 (September 13.) Ordering Earl of Danby to pro- 
ceed forthwith to his government at Guernsey. 

1641 (December 26.) For suppressing traffic carried on 
in the Channel Islands wifli the Irish rebels. 

1660 (March 13.) For establishing a system of jurisdic- 

tion in the islands. 

(March 20.) Approving certain resolutions for esta- 
blishment of future government there. 

(August 13.) Ordering Attorney-General to prepare 
a form of general pardon to the inhabitants on their 
acknowledging their " onfayned greife of heart "for 
having submitted to usurping powers. 

(August 15.) Ordering Attorney- General to prepare 
commission to proper persons to report on the state 
of diese islands. 

J 666 (January 29.) Commanding Governor Bayliffe and 

Jurats to yield obedience to the High Coru:t of Admi- 
ralty. 

1669 (August 27.) Ordering an exemplification of the 

Act of Oblivion to be sent to Jersey. 

1672 (February 7.) Directing Lord Arlington to com- 

mand the Bayliffe and Jurats to aid in suppressing 
unwarrantable proceedings of certain Nonconformists 
and Dissenters in Guernsey. 

1677 (May 30.) Commanding the magistrates to send to 
the Council an account of the laws and customs of 
the Chanoel Islands. 

1679 (May 7.) Declaring that the Committee for Trade 
and Plantations are likewise a Committee for the 
affairs of the islands. 

1686 (August 16.) For registration of the Articles of 
War in the Channel Islands. 
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1689 (August 8.) Declaring the privileges of the islands 

(notwithstanding the present suspension thereof] in 
respect of trade with France. 

1781 (March 9.) Ordering Boyal Court to answer the 

petitions of the Clergy against the Bayliffe and Jurats 
for refusing them their usual seats in the States. 

1739 rNovember 9.) Ordering Secretary at War to lay 
beiore the Committee an account of the forces sent 
to those islands during the wars in the reigns of King 
William and Queen Axine. 

1769 (March 13 ) Peremptorily ordering Boyal Court to 

carry into execution His Majesty'^ Order in Council 
of December 16th last, relative to the visiting of 
ships to prevent illicit trade 

1785 (March 9.) Ordering the Governor and authorities 
immediately to convene the States of Jersey. 

1791 (June 3.) Appointing Commissioner to proceed 

thither with reference to the establishment of trial by 
jury in Jersey. 

1794 (July 4.) Confirming an Act of the States of Jer- 
sey relative to planting trees on the highways and tiie 
killing of game. 

1796 (February 23.) For relieving persons calling them- 
selves Metihodists from being compelled to attend 
militia exercise on Sunday. 

1798 (November 14.) For the registration of an Act of the 
past session " For the better protection of the Trade 
of the Kingdom." 

1805 (March 6.) Ordering Koyal Court of Guernsey 
to return an answer to the memorial of the Bishop 
of Winchester touching the interference of the said 
Court with his ecclesiastical jurisdiction. 

(December 6.) For establishing custom-house offi- 
cers in the islands. 

1806 (August 27.) Confirming an Act of the States of 
Jersey laying an additional duty on wines. 

1807 (Jidy 15.) Approving report of Committee respect- 
ing the number of members necessary to constitute 
an Assembly of the States. 

(August 26.) For registering in the islands an Act 
to make more effectual provision for the preventiou 
of smuggling. 

1808 (April 13.) Confirming the sale by M. Le Pelley of 
a part of the island of Sercq to the Government. 
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1810 (April 18.) Declaring that it shall be lawful for per- 
sons belonging to the Jersey militia to elect whether 
to attend imlitary instruction and exercise on Sunday 
or weekday. 

1811 (May 9.) Declaring that the coin of Great Britain 
shall be the legal current coin of Jersey, at the rate 
of £1 sterling for 24 livres of the former French cur- 
rency. 

1817 (July 11.) For authorising the sale and exchange 

of the Crown lands. 

1826 (May 29.) Approving report on petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Peter's Port, Guernsey, praying to be 
allowed the right of naming their own parochial 
officers. 

1827 (March 14.) Confirming an Act of the States of 
Jersey prohibiting the importation of cows, heifers, 
and bulls. 

1829 (May 13.) For transmitting to the islands the Act 
for punishing mutiny and desertion, and for better 
payment of the army and their quarters. 

1830 (April 7.) Eeferring to Committee letter from Sir 
Kobert Peel respecting the holding of elections on 
Simday in the paiish churches in Jersey. 

(June 20.) Appointing a Committee consisting of 
the whole, or any three members of the Council, for 
the affairs of Jersey and Guernsey. 

(July 13.) Confirming Act of States of Jersey for 
regulating the oyster fishery between Jersey and the 
French coast 

1831 (March 2.) Con&maing Act of States of Jersey, 
regulating election of jurats and centeniers. 

(June 8.) Transmitting to Royal Courts, Census 
Act for registration. 

(October 12 ) For registering an Act, 2 Geo. IV. 
cap. 5, relating to the removal of paupers. 

1832 (March 14.) Confirming two Acts passed by the 
States of Jersey: — I. Regulating the qualifications 
for certain offices ; 2. Amending the laws relating to 
decrets. 

(July 11.) For registering in the islands the Habeas 
Corpus Act. 

(October 12.) For registering in the islands the 
Acts 64 Geo. III. cap. 156, and 2 & 3 Will. IV. cap. 
84. 

H 
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1833 For registering in the islands the Acts 9 Geo. IV. 

cap. 92, and 3 Will. IV. cap. 14, relating to savings' 

banks. 
1884 (January 24.) For enabling Koyal Court to try 

persons accused of crimes in vacation as well as in 

term. 

1835 (July 16.) Confirming three Acts passed in Jersey 
in 1833 respecting elections and the reform of the 
Royal Court. 

(July 31.) Confirming an Act of the States in 
Jersey establishing a Merchant Seaman's Benefit 
Society. 

1836 (February 3.) Confirming an Act of the States of 
Jersey respecting the public library of the island. 

(February 23.) For registering in Guernsey the 
Act 1 & 2 Will. IV. cap. 38, relating to the buHding 
of churches. 

(August 10.) Confirming an Act of the States of 
Jersey for diminishing the expense of proceedings in 
decrets. 

1837 (August 21.) Approving Act of States for the abo- 
lition of lotteries in Jersey. 

(December 11.) For carrying into eflPect certain 
arrangements for improving prison discipline in 
Jersey. 

1838 (February 15.) For registering in the islands sta- 
tutes 6 & 6 Will. IV. cap. 62, for the abolition of un- 
necessary oaths. 

(September 14.) For registering statutes 1 & '2 
Vict. cap. 113, amending laws relating to the Cus- 
toms. 

1839 (May 3.) Confirming Act of States of Jersey re- 
ducing the number of members necessary to form a 
quorum. 

(July 31.) Confirming Act of States regulating the 
forms to be observed in the alienation of lands and 
other tenements belonging to various ecclesiastical 
benefices. 

1 840 (January 3.) For registering two Acts, 9 Geo. IV. 
cap. 32, and 3 & 4 Will. IV. cap. 49, respecting 
Quakers' and Dissenters' oaths. 

(May 22.) For registering statutes 3 & 4 Will. IV'. 
cap. 101. 
(July 13.) Confirming a Projet de Loi of Guernsey 
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of February 14, 1840, altering the laws of succession 
and inheritance. 

1840 (September 11.) CoDfirming an Act of the States 
for issuing a copper coinage for the island of Jersey 
to amount of £1000. 

(October 3.) Confirming an Ordinance passed by 
the States of Guernsey for registration of births, 
deaths, and marriages. 

(December 8.) For registering in the islands 
statute 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 96, regulating postage 
duties. 

1841 (August SI.) Confirming the Naturalization Acts 
Amendment Act passed by the States. 

1842 (April 27.) Confirming three Acts of the States of 
Jersey: — 1. For substituting declarations in lieu of 
oaths; 2. Eegulating wine duties; 3. Regulating 
election of vingteniers. 

(September 24.) For registering in Jersey statutes 
3 & 4 Will. IV. cap. 51, and 5 & 6 Vict cap. 66. 

1843 (February 1.) Confirming Act of States of Jersey 
respecting the evidence in criminal prosecutions of 
the relatives of the accused. 

(October 2.) Confirming two Acts of States of 
Jersey: — 1. Eegulating mode of numbering houses 
at. St. Heller's; 2. Respecting limitation of criminal 
prosecutions. 

(November 10.) For registering four Acts of the 
last session of Parliament ; namely 6 & 7 Vict. cap. 
34, relating to the apprehension of offenders in the 
Colonies; cap. 65, relating to the copyright of de- 
signs; cap. 79, respecting a Convention between 
Great Britain and France concemiug the fisheries ; 
and cap. 84, relating to the Customs. 

(December 13.) For registering 6 & 7 Vict. cap. 37, 
respecting the endowments of populous parishes. 

1844 (May 23.) Confirming three Acts of the States, 
passed March 9, 1844: — 1. For levying fines ad- 
judged by Royal Court ; 2. For local purposes at St. 
Helier's ; 3. For dividing the Vingtaine du Mont au 
Pretre into two districts. 

(October 7.) For registering 7 & 8 Vict. cap. 83, 
relating to savings' banks. 

(December 13.) Confirming (with amendments) a 
Projet de Loi passed by the States of Guernsey, June 

H 2 



100 



EUROPEAN DEPENDENCIES. 



A.D. 



Orders in Council. 



1846 



1846 



1847 



0, 1843, for making an alteration in the constitution 
thereof. 

(January 13.) For registering 6 & 6 Vict. cap. 90, 
and 6 & 7 Vict. cap. 96, respecting out-pensioners 
of Chelsea Hospital. 

(September 13.) For registering 8 & 9 Vict cap. 
69, 84, 85, 86, 87, 89, and 93. 

(November 20.) Appointing Commissioner to 
proceed to the Islands to examine into and report 
on criminal laws now in force there, and the con- 
stitution of the tribunals charged with their execution. 

(March 18.) For registering Merchant Seamen's 
Act, 7 & 8 Vict. cap. 112. 

(July 6.) For registering certain Acts haying refe- 
rence to church matters, to wit : 1 & 2 Vict. cap. 107, 
2 & 3 Vict. cap. 49, 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 60, 5 & 6 Vict. 
cap. 108, and 6 & 7 Vict. cap. 37. Also confirming 
two Acts of the States of Jersey : 1. Authorising col- 
lections of wine duties for three years. 2. For con- 
struction of certain works at St. Helier*s Harbour. 

(October 30.) Confirming Act of States of Jersey, 
March 7, 1842, for exempting Quakers and Mora- 
vians from giving evidence on oath. 

(February 27.) For registering two Acts, 9 & 10 
Vict. caps. 100 & 102 respectively, relating to regula- 
tions of steam navigation, and amendment of Cus- 
toms laws. 

(July 22.) Confirming a Naturalisation Act of the 
States of Jersey, of April 9, 1845. Also confirming a 
Projet de Loi adopted by the Koyal Court, January 
18, and approved by the States, May 7, for affording 
relief to lands encumbered with rent-charges in 
Guernsey. 

(July 22.) Confirming four Projets de Loi adopted 
by the Koyal Coiurt, April 12, and approved by States 
of Guernsey, May 7, to wit: 1. Eelating to prescrip- 
tions as applied to claims to personalty. 2. Begu- 
lating the form of wills for disposal of personal 
estate. 3. Eelating to devises of real property. 4. 
Eelating to the law of guarantee. 

(August 10.) Authorising the Procureur and Re- 
ceiver General of Guernsey to grant leases of the 
Crown lands, under directions of the Lords of the 
Treasury. 
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1848 (June 28.) Confirming a Projet de Loi adopted by 
the Court of Chief Pleas, and approved by the States 
of Guernsey, July 2, 1848, intituled "Loi d'Expro- 
priation forcee." 

(August 1 1 .) For granting to the Court of Aldemey 
criminal jurisdiction in certain cases. 

(September 5.) Confirming Act of States of Jersey 
of April 11, 1848, abolishing rentes foncieres, or 
perpetual mortgages on real property. 

(October 31.) For registering two Acts 11 ft Id 
Vict. cap. 42 and 43, respecting the duties of Justices 
of the Peace out of sessions. 

1849 (January 15.) Authorising Royal Court of Guern- 
sey to stay inflictions of punishments on notifications 
from Secretary of State of intended remission of 
sentence by the Crown. 

(May 1.) For registering statute 11 & 12 Vict. cap. 
105, prohibiting tiiie importation of diseased cattle 
or sheep. 

(May 21.) Confirming a Projet de Loi amending 
the law of evidence in Guernsey. 

(July 30.) Amending Order of August 10, 1849, in 
regard to the granting leases of certain Crown lands 
in Guernsey. 

(July 30.) For transferring the charge of the for- 
tifications of Guernsey to the Ordnance depart- 
ment. 

(October 6.) For registering the following statutes : 

11 <& 12 Vict. cap. 81, regulating Steam Shipping ; 

12 & 13 Vict. cap. 29, Navigation Act; 12 & 13 Vict, 
cap. 33, Passengers Act; 12 & 13 Vict. cap. 90, 
Customs Act. 

(October 6.) Confirming Projet de Loi, of Guern- 
sey, authorising Queen's Serjeant to execute civil 
process in the Island. 

1850 (January 8.) Peremptorily directing the registra- 
tion of the Habeas Corpus Act^ 21 Car. II., cap. 2, as 
directed by Order of July 11, 1832. 

(June 19.) Confirming an Ordinance passed by 
States of Guernsey in February, 1850, intituled 
"Des Preteurs sur Gages." 

(June 19.) Approving a Projet de Loi passed by 
the States of Aldemey, October 1, 1849, relative to 
the marriage of Dissenters thereon. 
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(November 1 3.) For registering in Jersey statutes 
13 Vict. cap. 21, and 13 and 14 Vict. cap. 95. 

(December 12.) Confirming Act of States for im- 
proving the Administration of Criminal Justice by 
introducing publicity in certain cases. 

(May 5.) Confirming an Act of States of Jersey of 
December 13, 1850, authorising the issue of a copper 
coinage to the amount of JglOOO sterling. 

(July 17.) Confirming Ordinance of Royal Court of 
January 20, 1851, respecting the eligibility of Cantonal 
Douzainiers to the office of Parochial Douzainiers. 

(March 5.) Confirming Projet de Loi of Royal 
Court, April 28, approved by States of Guernsey, 
December 23, 1851, intituled "De la Prescription 
Immobiliere." 

(April 5.) Confirming an Ordinance passed by 
Royal Court in October, 1851, and approved by States 
respecting the taking of solemn affirmations. 

(May 15.) For registering the following Acts : — 
10 & 11 Vict. cap. 62, for establishing naval prisons, 
and prevention of desertion from Her Majesty's navy; 
and 14 <& 15 Vict. cap. 99, to amend the laws of 
evidence. 

(June 16.) Confirming a Projet de Loi of Guernsey, 
intituled, " Des Formalites requises pour les Testa- 
mens d'Immeubles." 

(June 30.) For renewing, for five years, the law in- 
tituled " Loi d'Expropriation forcee." 

(December 28.) Confirming certain statutes for the 
government of Elizabeth College, in Guernsey. 

(January 4.) For regulating the government of 
Victoria College, in Jersey. 

(June 13.) Approving report of Committee on an 
arrangement for attendance of Incumbents of parishes 
at State meetings. 

(August 19.) Approving a Projet de Loi for amend- 
ing the law of evidence in Guernsey. 

(October 24.) For registering the following statutes 
of 16 & 17 Vict., namely, cap. 37 : Excise Duties on 
Spirits Act; cap. 73. Naval Coast Volunteers Act; 
cap. 107. Customs Consolidation Act. 

(November 25.) Approving report of Committee 
respecting establishment of dues for maintenance of 
St. Sampson *s Harbour. 
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(March 9.) Confirming Projet de Loi relative to the 
manner of proving documents in Guernsey. 

(October 18.) For registering, in the Channel 
Islands, the " Foreign Deserters Act, 1852," and the 
"Prize Acts, Kussia, 1854," and the "Merchant- 
ShippmgAct, 1854." 

(October 18.) Confirming Ordinance approved by 
States July 28, 1854, relating to the granting licences 
and the sale of beer and cider. 



ACTS OF THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT RELATING 
TO THE CHANNEL ISLANDS. 



£ojal 
Assent. 



Acts of Parliament. 



1830 



1835 



1845 



1848 



1853 



(March 19.) 11 Geo. IV. and 1 Will. IV. cap. 5. 
An Act to make provision for the removal of vagrant 
and poor persons bom in the Isles of Jersey and 
Guernsey and chargeable to parishes in England. 
' (August 21.) 5 & 6 Will. IV. cap. 23. An Act to 
extend the provisions of the Friendly Societies Acts 
to the Islands of Guernsey and Jersey. (Amended 
by 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 10.) 

(July 31.) 8 & 9 Vict. cap. 65. An Act to deter- 
mine the countervailing duties on plain spirits manu- 
factured in the Channel Islands, and to prohibit the 
importation of rectified or compound spirits there- 
from. 

(September 4.) 11 and 12 Vict. cap. 117. An Act 
for rendering certain newspapers published in the 
Channel Islands liable to postage. 

(July 8.) 16 & 17 Vict. cap. 32. An Act to regu- 
late the Excise duties on spirits, and to increase the 
countervailing duties on spirits the manufactiu-e of 
the Channel Islands into Scotland and Ireland. 
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Number. 


1807 


67 


1810-11 


195 


i8da 


478 


1886 


18 


1847-8 


046 


1850 


318 


1852-3 


577 


1854 


25 



Parliamentary Reports^ &c. 



Account oir vessels cleared out from 
Guernsey. 

Correspondence relating to specie in 
circulation in Aldemey. 

Returns of the civil and militaiy ex- 
penses of Guernsey, Jersey, and Aldemey, 
and of the amount collected there. 

Copy of letter from Secretary-at-War 
respecting office of Governor of Guernsey, 
and emoluments from tithes of com. King's 
revenue. 

Report of Commissioners appointed to 
inquire into the state of the criminal law 
in the Channel Islands. 

Correspondence relating to the amend- 
ments of the criminal law in Guernsey and 
Jersey. 

Correspondence relating to lighthouse 
in Guernsey. 

Return of cost of land for harbours and 
fortifications. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ASIATIC DEPENDENCIES. 
Bbitish India — Ceylon — ^Hong-Kong, and Labuav. 



BRITISH INDIA. 

THE British Empire in India may be divided poli- 
tically into three classes of territories, distinguish- 
able by the degree of British influence and authority 
exercised over each. 

I. The territories directly governed through the 
East India Company, either by the supreme or any of 
the four subordinate Governments. 

n. The territories of native princes with whom we 
have subsidiary or protective relations, and who are 
under the political supremacy of the East India Com- 
pany. 

III. The territories of States which have under- 
taken to accept British mediation, or are under 
British influence, but are not ruled directly by Great 
Britain. 

The insular territories of the East India Company 
are included poUtically within the first of the above 
classes; they have been, since 1858, constituted a 
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distinct subordinate Government, called the " Straits 
Settlements." * 

British India, continental and insular, may thus be 
said to comprise altogether an area of more than a 
million square miles. The triangle of Hindostan (of 
which Hyderabad, Chittagong, and Cape Comorin, 
are the three points) forms the most important por- 
tion of this empire. Hindostan was, for 1800 years, 
alternately the seat of Greek, Tartar, Mahommedan, 
and Mogul rule ; and was, in the latter part of the 
1 5th century, first colonized by the Portuguese, and 
afterwards, in the 1 7th, by the Dutch, French, and 
EngUsh. 

The Government of British India, unUke those sys- 
tems of poUty which have gradually expanded with 



* The Prince of Wales Island, now the seat of Government, is 
situate in the Straits of Malacca, on the west coast of the Malay 
peninsula, and comprises an area of about 160 square miles. 

Singapore, a settlement comprising one island and about 
fifty islets oflf the south point of the Malay peninsula, com- 
prising an area of about 275 square miles, was formerly the 
site of a Malay kingdom. In 1 252, Singapore was captured 
by a King of Java, and afterwards abandoned. In 1819, 
it was first occupied by Great Britain; and, in 1824, pur- 
chased in fee-simple, from the Sultan of Johore, for the 
sum of 60,000 Spanish dollars, and an annuity of 24,000 Spa- 
nish dollars for the natural lives of the Proprietors. 

Malacca, a settlement comprising an area of about 1 000 square 
miles, on the west coast of the Malay peninsula, between the 
parallels of 2" and 3° north latitude, and the meridians of 102" 
and 1 03** east longitude. The chief town was founded (as is said) 
in J 252 ; occupied by the Portuguese in 1511, by the Dutch in 
1641, and by the English in 1795 ; again held by the Dutch 
from 1818 to 1825, when it was exchanged with the British 
for Bencoolen, in Sumatra. 
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the advancing civilisation of other countries, has con- 
sisted, for more than two centuries, of a sort of tem- 
porary machinery, contrived and modified from time 
to time to meet the necessities of successive conquests. 
Political powers, delegated, in the first instance, to a 
trading corporation for the Umited purposes of their 
own commerce, were of course wholly insufficient for 
the government of a vast empire. Each succeeding 
change in the Administration of British India has 
been thus only the natural result of each succeeding 
conquest, which necessitated some fresh contrivance 
for strengthening the hands of the ruling power over 
the constantly-increasing area of the Imperial domain. 
Each successive change in the constitution of British 
India will be found, on a review of those events in 
the order of their occurrence, to have been ordinarily 
preceded by an advance, not so much in the power 
and resources of the country, as in its territorial 
boundaries. 
The first British East India Company was formed Historical 

sketch. 

in London in 1599, and received its Charter in 1600. 
Its first factory was established at Bantam in 1602. 
The Charter was renewed in 1609; and in 1612 
the joint-stock system of trade was adopted ; and in 
the same year a second factory at Surat esta- 
bUshed; a third at Fort St. George on the Coro- 
mandel Coast, in 1640 ; and a fourth on the Hoogley, 
in 1656. In 1658, the Charter was renewed by 
Cromwell; and in 1661, by Charles II. In 1662, 
the island of Bombay was ceded as dower to Charles 
II. on his marriage with the Infanta Catherine ; and in 
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1687, the Presidency of Surat was transferred thither, 
but the revenue not covering the expenses, it was, in 

1688, made over to the Company, and has since been 
the centre of their dominions in Western India. In 

1689, after a three years^ war with the Mogul, it was 
laid down as a fixed policy, that dominion was to be 
acquired in India, and that the Company were to 
become a nation. Land was purchased and settled. 
In 1693, the Charter was again renewed; and in 
1698, Fort WilUam was erected, and the district 
round Calcutta purchased. In the same year, by 
statute 9 and 10. Will. III. cap. 44, in considera- 
tion of certain Customs' duties to be levied on im- 
ports from the East Indies, the Company were gua- 
ranteed for three years the privileges of trade to all 
countries between the Cape of Good Hope and the 
Straits of Magellan. On September 5, in the same 
year, a second Company, called the English East 
India Company, received its Charter. By an inden- 
ture tripartite, under the Great Seal, dated July 22, 
1702, to which the two Companies and the Crown 
were parties, the Companies were first designated as 
the " United Company of Merchants trading to the 
East Indies." In 1707, by statute 6 Anne, cap. 17, 
provision was made for legally amalgamating the two 
Companies ; all differences to be submitted to Lord 
Godolphin as arbitrator, and his award to be bind- 
ing. In 1711, by statute 10 Anne, cap. 28, the cor- 
porate capacity of the United East India Company 
was recognised, and their privileges of trade con- 
tinued. In 1720, the Company were established at 
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the seats of their three present Presidencies, Bombay, 
Madras, and Calcutta ; and in 1 744, by statute 1 7 
George II. cap. 17, their privileges were continued for 
a certain term, and on certain conditions therein de- 
fined. -The Government of the three British facto- 
ries in India was at this time committed to a Presi- 
dent and Council, appointed by the Company, at each 
of the three stations, and its ajffairs were conducted 
by civil oflScers sent out from England under cove- 
nants of service. In 1746, war with the French 
began in the Camatic, and, with various successes, 
continued till 1755, when Commissioners were ap- 
pointed who restored all the territories taken in the 
war to the natives ; Mohammed Ali, the ally of the 
British, being left in possession of the Carnatic. 
In 1756, war broke out again. The British con- 
quered the Carnatic; and in January, 1761, Pondi- 
cherry, the last stronghold of the French, was taken, 
and their empire in India brought virtually to an end. 
In the same year, the three districts of Burdwar, Mid- 
napore, and Chittagong, were added, by cession of the 
native prince, to the Presidency of Bengal. In 1764, 
the British had reduced every strong place which op- 
posed them, vanquished the Mogul Emperor and his 
feudatories, and made themselves masters of the 
great central plain of India. In 1765, Lord Clive 
was sent out by the Company with the supreme com- 
mand. He concluded a treaty with Sujah Dowlah, 
by which the Company obtained the management of 
the revenue, including, in fact, the entire sovereignty 
of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa. In 
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the same year, by statute 7 George III. cap. 57, the 
territories and revenues thus acquired were guaranteed 
for two years to the East India Company on pa3rmeiit 
of £400,000 per annum. In 1769, by statute 9 
George III. cap. 24, the provisions of the last-men- 
tioned Act were continued for five years. 

^oS*m^i ^^ ^^^^' ^y statute 13 George III. cap. 63, the 
of Gk)Ter- Imperial Parliament first made provision for the Go- 
rai and vcmment of British India. That statute enacted that 
^^ ' the election of the twenty-four Directors of the East 
India Company (theretofore annual) should be thence- 
forward for certain terms prescribed in the Act. A 
Governor- General and four Councillors were also ap- 
pointed for five years (their seat of government to be 
- at Fort WilHam, in Bengal), to administer the whole 
civil and military government of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orissa, and the revenues thereof, and to have a gene- 
ral control over the subordinate Presidencies and 
Councils of Madras and Bombay. The Act empow- 
ered the Governor-General to frame ordinances and 
regulations, which must, in order to give them force, 
be registered in a " Supreme Court" constituted by 
the Act, and holding its sessions at Calcutta. In the 
Bame year (1773), another Act (13 George III. cap. 
j64) was passed, which, after reciting the financial 
diflSculties of the East India Company, relieves them 
from their annual payment, and authorises the issue 
of £1,400,000 in Exchequer-bills, to be applied in 
their relief. By the same Act, the Company are 
bound to export annually merchandise to the amount 
of £380,837 (exclusive of naval and military stores), 
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for two years. In 1779, statute 19 George III. cap. 
61, continued to the East India Company all their 
territories and revenues until April 5, 1780. 

In 1781, by statute 21 Geo. III. cap. 65, the 
privileges of the Company were continued for ten 
years, determinable thereafter on three years' notice. 
It was also enacted that the Company should pay 
£400,000 in fuU satisfaction of all claims on them, 
that their dividends should be Umited to eight per 
cent., and that after payment thereof, three-fourths of 
their surplus receipts should be paid into the Ex- 
chequer. It was in this year that the Dutch Settle- 
ment of Negapatam capitulated to the EngUsh— an 
event which was followed by the fall of that power on 
the mainland of India. 

In 1784 (by statute 24 Geo. III. cap. 25, com- First estar 
monly called Pitt's Act,) His Majesty was empowered of Board 
to appoint six Privy Councillors as Commissioners for ^ ^" '^ • 
the Affairs of India — three to form a quorum — and 
either the Chancellor of the Exchequer or one of the 
Secretaries of State to be President. By the same 
Act, appointments to vacancies in the offices of 
Governor-General, and in the subordinate Govern- 
ments at Fort St. George and Bombay, and of the 
Councillors at each Presidency, also the right to 
recall the Governor-General and to declare war, are 
vested in the Court of Directors. 

In 1788, by statute 28 Geo. III. cap. 8, the Com- 
missioners appointed by the last-cited Act, called the 
"Board of Control," were empowered to direct that 
the expense of raising, transporting, and maintaining 
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such troops as might be required for the security of 
the British territories in the East Indies, should be 
defrayed out of the territorial revenues. The same 
Act compelled the Court of Directors to lay annually 
before Parliament an account of the revenues and 
disbursements of each Presidency. 

In 1793, by statute 33 Geo. III. cap. 52, the ter- 
ritorial possessions and revenues of India were fur- 
ther confirmed to the Company for twenty years, 
together with their commercial privileges. The 
powers of the Board of Control were also renewed 
and extended. The Governor-General of India was 
also invested with absolute powers in certain cases, 
and further provisions were made for the local go- 
vernment of the three Presidencies. In the meantime, 
the Mysore and Mahratta Wars had in their results 
brought vast accessions to the British dominions in 
Hindostan. Before the close of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, the power of Tippoo Saib had been annihilated 
by Lords Comwallis and Wellesley, and his territory 
entirely subdued. The East India Company had 
taken in full sovereignty the Coast of Canara, the 
district of Coimbatoor, the passes of the Ghauts, and 
Seringapatam. The district in the interior of Mysore 
had been placed indirectly, and that of Tanjore im- 
mediately, under British government. In 1801, the 
same course was pursued with the Carnatic, and in 
the same year the Governor of Oude ceded half his 
territory Allahabad, Rohilcund, and a portion of the 
Doab, while Great Britain assumed the protection 
of the whole. In 1802, war began with the Mah- 
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rattas. In 1803, the whole of the Doab, Delhi, 
Agra, part of Bundelcund and Cuttack, were yielded 
to our arms, and the battle of Assaye, fought in 
September of that year, " fixed the dominion of 
England over prostrate India." 

In 1813, by statute 53 Geo. III. cap. 155, the 
Company were confirmed in the possession of all their 
past and lately acquired territories for a further period 
of twenty years, together with their privileges of ex- 
clusive trade in tea with China ; the cost of their 
estabUshments and payment of forces to be defrayed 
from their territorial revenues. The Act also pro- 
vides for distinct accounts of -territorial, pohtical, and 
commercial affairs to be returned by the Directors. 
By the 49th section of this statute, the first eccle- 
siastical provision was made for British India. It 
enacts that if His Majesty shall by letters patent, 
countersigned by the President of the Board of 
Control, appoint a bishop and three archdeacons, their 
salaries shaU be paid by the Company.* 

In 1814, war again broke out with Nepaul, and 
ended in the establishment of British influence there 
in 1816. In 1817, the Peishwar of Poonah was de- 
posed, and the greater part of his territory was 
attached to the Presidency of Bombay. 

In 1818, the supremacy of Great Britain over 
Central India was established. In 1824, some dis- 
tricts on the eastern coasts of the Bay of Bengal 

* Three dioceses have been since erected — ^i Calcutta in 
1814; Madras, 1836; and Bombay, 1837. 

I 
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were acquired by the Burmese War. Assam was at 
the same time added to our Empire, and in 1826, 
Bhurtpore. 

In 1833, by statute 3 and 4 Wm. IV. cap. 85, the 
possession of the British territories in India was con- 
firmed to the Company for a further period of twenty 
years ; their privileges of exclusive tea-trade to China 
were discontinued ; the Board of Commissioners for 
the AfiSEurs of India was remodelled, and the civil 
and military government vested in the Governor- 
General and four councillors, three of whom were to 
be servants of the Company of ten years' standing. 
The Council was to assemble at such place in India 
as the Govemor-Greneral might appoint ; and to make 
laws and regulations subject to the disallowance of 
the Court of Directors. The appointment of the 
Govemor-Greneral was vested in the Court of Direc- 
tors subject to the royal approval, to be signified 
through the President of the Board of Control. 
Provision was likewise made by the Act for the pay- 
ment and jurisdiction of bishops to be appointed at 
Madras and Bombay. The island of St. Helena was 
vested in the Crown. The Governor-General was 
empowered to appoint a " Law Commission" to 
report on the system of judicial and police establish- 
ment in India — an authority which he exercised 
December 27, 1833. The rights of the Imperial 
Parliament to legislate for India are, by section 51 of 
this statute, expressly reserved. 

In 1835, by statute 5 and 6 Wm. IV. cap. 52, the 
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Directors of the East India Company were authorised 
to suspend the provisions of the last-cited Act, so far 
as they related to the subordinate Government of 
Agra. And the Governor-General in Coimcil was 
empowered, during such suspension, to appoint a 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North- Western Provinces. 

In the same year (1835), the hitherto protected 
State of Mysore was taken under direct British 
management. In 1839, Afghanistan was unsuccess- 
My invaded. In 1843, Scinde was annexed. In 
1845 the war with the Sikhs commenced, and ended 
in the cession of the Cis-Sutledge territory and the 
Doab. In 1849 Sattara lapsed, in the same year 
the Punjaub was annexed, and in 1856, Oude. 

In 1853, by statute 16 and 17 Vict. cap. 95, all 
the provisions of former Acts relating to the Govern- 
ment of India, not inconsistent with that Act, were 
confirmed; and the possession of their territories 
in India was continued to the Company until Par- 
liament should otherwise provide for the same. The 
Constitution of the Court of Directors was re- 
modelled : six Legislative Councillors were added 
to the Council of India, and the Directors were em- 
powered to add two more members to the Council, 
and the fourth ordinary member was enabled to sit 
and vote at all its meetings.* The Crown was also 
empowered to appoint Commissioners in England to 
report on Law Reforms recommended by the Indian 
Law Commission appointed under statute 3 and 4 

* Vide sections 21-26. 

1 2 
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Wm. IV. cap. 86, such report to be presented within 
three years from the passing of the Act. The Board 
of Control was also empowered to frame regulations 
for the admission of candidates to the East India 
Company's Colleges at Haileybury and Addiscombe, 
and for the system to be pursued there, and for de- 
termining the qualifications of all candidates for the 
Military and Civil Service in India.* The Court of 
Directors was also by the Act empowered to create a 
new Presidency, or constitute a new LieutenantTGover- 
norship, and to alter the limits of existing Presidencies. 
Present It will appear from the preceding summary that 
tionlf ' the Government of British India is administered in 
India. England by two distinct Departments: 1. By the 
[For reia- East India Company, as represented by the Court of 
native Directors. And 2. By the Crown, as represented by 

States 

local ' the Board of Control. The Court of Directors, as 
menTand reconstituted in 1853, by statute 16 and 17 Vict, 
tenures ^^P* ^^» cousists of eighteen members, twelve elected 
^ide by the Proprietors, and six appointed by the Crown (ten 
C.J forming a quorum), to whom is committed the civil, 

military, iBnancial, and general administration of all 
the Company's territories in India. All the Directors 
appointed by the Crown must be qualified by ten years' 
service, and six of those elected by the Proprietors by 
ten years' residence in India. The twelve elective 
Directors are chosen by all Proprietors holding £1000 
stock, and all the Directors, both nominated and elec- 
tive, must possess the same qualification. The Chair- 

« 

* Vide sections 36-<42, abolishing patronage, &c. 
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man and Deputy-Chairman are elected by the Court. 
There are certain distinct Committees of the Court 
for despatch of business, and a secret Committee of 
three members for the transmission of despatches 
from the Board of Control to India. The Board of 
Control, or of " Commissioners for the Affairs of 
India," first appointed in 1784, now consists of 
certain Ministers of the Crown, the First Lord of 
the Treasury, the Lord President, Lord Privy Seal, 
the three Secretaries of State, and the Chancellor of 
Exchequer, being ex-offido members \ and the Com- 
missioner first named in the patent (usually a Cabi- 
net Minister), being the President. The Board 
exercises on behalf of the Crown, a veto on certain 
appointments, a supervision over the correspondence, 
and a general control over the civil and military Go- 
vernment of India, as admifiistered by the East India 
Company. 

The supreme local administration of India is vested 
in a Governor-General and a Council, now con- 
sisting of eleven members.* The seat of Government 
is at Calcutta; and it exercises a general authority 
over the four subordinate Governments, and a direct 
control over all those districts of British India which 
are not included within any of the four. The Go- 
vernor-General of India is appointed by the Court of 
Directors of the East India Company, and is revok- 
able by them ; but ordinarily, since Lord Hastings' 
time, holds office for five years. He is invested with 

* Exclusive of the Lieutenant-Governors of the subordinate 
Presidencies. 
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supreme executive authority, which may be exercised 
with or without the concurrence of his Council. 

The Council of India is now constituted as follows : 
— ^the Governor-General, and four ordinary mem- 
bers, who must have been civil or military servants 
of the Company of ten years* standing; there are 
also four legislative members, being civU servants of 
the Company of ten years' standing, but entitled 
to vote only in the framing of laws and regulations. 
There are also three eos-officio members, namely, the 
Commander-in-Chief, the Chief Justice, and one of 
the other judges of the Supreme Court of Bengal. 
The Governor- General in Council exercises a general 
authority, both civil and mihtary, over the Presidencies 
of Bengal, and the North- West Provinces, Madras, 
Bombay, and the Straits* Settlements, and a direct 
control over all those territpries which are not included 
in any of the subordinate Governments. His authority 
extends also to the territories of all native princes 
with whom we have contracted subsidiary or protec- 
tive relations, and to the exercise of such influence as 
Great Britain may possess by treaty over those 
independent States which have accepted of our medi- 
ation. 

Governors and Councils were established at Madras 
and Bombay, in 1784. A Lieutenant-Governor of 
the North- West Provinces was appointed in 1885, 
and the "Straits' Settlements" were constituted a 
distinct subordinate Government in 1853. 

The Governor-General of British India receives a 
salary of 25,000/. per annum. 
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The following abe the Names of those who have held the 
Office of Govebnob-G^neral, with the Dates of theib 
Appointments (those appointed pbiob to the Regulation 
Act in 1773 haying been sttled Administbatobs). 

Alexander Dawson, January 27, 1748. 

William Fytche, January 8, 1753. 

Roger Drake, August 8, 1752. 

Colonel Robert Clive, March 26, 1758. 

Henry Vansittart, November 28, 1759. 

John Spencer, November 26, 1764. 

Lord Clive (Second Time), June 1, 1764. 

Harry Verelst, January 26, 1767. 

John Cartier, December 16, 1769. 

Warren Hastings, April 25, 1771. 

John Macpherson, February 1, 1786. 

Lord Macartney, July 1785. (Declined OflSce.) 

Lord Comwallis, February 24, 1786. 

Major-General W. Meadowes, April 28, 1790. 

Sir John Shore (Lord Teignmouth), September 19, 1792. 

Sir Alured Clarke, September 20, 1797. 

Lord Momington (Marquess Wellesley), October 4, 1797. 

Marquess Comwallis (Second Time), January 9, 1805. 

Sir George H. Barlow, February 19, 1806. 

Lord Minto, Jtdy 9, 1806. 

Earl of Moira (Marquess of Hastings), November 18, 1812. 

George Canning, March 27, 1822. (Declined Office.) 

WiUiam, Lord Amherst, October 23, 1822. 

Lord William Cavendish Bentinck, July 18, 1827. 

William, Lord Heytesbury, January 28, 1835. 

George, Lord Auckland, August 12, 1836. 

Edward, Lord Ellenborough, October 20, 1841. 

Sir Henry Hardinge (Viscount Hardinge), May 2, 1844. 

James Andrew, Marquess of Dalhousie, August 4, 1847. 

Charles John, Viscount Canning, July — , 1855. 

The following abk the Names of those who have held the 
Office of President of the Boabd of Comhissionebs fob 

THE AfFAIBS of InDIA SINCE ITS CONSTITUTION, IN 1784. 

Thomas, Lord Sydney, September 3, 1784. 
Right Hon. W. Wyndham GrenviUe,' March 12, 1790. 
Right Hon. Henry Dundas, June 28, 1793. 
George, Viscount Lewisham, May 19, 1801. 
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Robert, Viscount Castlereagh, July 12, 1802. 

Gilbert, Lord Minto, February 12, 1806. 

Right Hon. Thomas Grenville, July 16, 1806. 

Right Hon. George Tiemey, October 1, 1806. 

Right Hon. Robert Dundas, April 6, 1807. 

Dudley, Earl of Harrowby, July 16, 1807. 

Right Hon. R. Dundas (second time), November 13, 1809. 

Robert, Earl of Buckinghamshire, April 7, 1812. 

Right Hon. George Canning, June 20, 1816. 

Right Hon. Charles Bathurst, July 16, 1821. 

Right Hon. C. Watkin WiUiams Wynn, July 8, 1822. 

Robert Dundas, Viscount Melville, February 7, 1828. 

Edward, Lord EUenborough, April 24, 1 828. 

Right Hon. Charles Grant, December 6, 1830. 

Edward, Lord EUenborough (second time), December 20, 1834. 

Right Hon. Sir- John C. Hobhouse, Bart., April 29, 1835. 

Edward, Lord EUenborough (third time), April 9, 1841. 

W. F. Fitzgerald, Lord Fitzgerald and Vesci, October 28, 1841. 

Frederic J., Earl of Ripon, May 23, 1843. 

Sir J. C. Hobhouse, Lord Broughton (2nd time), July 10, 1846. 

Right Hon. Fox Maule, February 5, 1862. 

Right Hon. J. C. Herries, February 27, 1852. 

Right Hon. Sir Charles Wood, Bart., December 28, 1852. 

Right Hon. R. Vernon Smith, , 1855. 

ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE TERRI- 
TORIES OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 



Tear. 



1613 
1614 
1615 

1617 



Orders in Council. 



(June 13.) For regulating the trade to the East 
Indies. 

(January.) For ordering certain criminals to be 
transported to the East Indies. 

(July.) For delivering J. Gates, and other reprieved 
convicts, to the Governor of the East India Company, 
to be sent to India. 

(March aO.) For delivering John Browne, now a 
prisoner in the castle of Canterbury, convicted of 
felony (but not of murder, burglary, or witchcraft), 
unto Sir J. Smith, Knight, Governor of the East 
India Company, to be sent beyond the seas to the 
East Indies. 
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Tear. 



1618 



1619 



1622 



1626 
1627 

1631 
1638 



1661 
1662 

1663 

1667 
1668 

1677 

1681 



Orders in Council 



(May 28.) Ordering the East India Company to 
advance, in connection with the Muscovy Company, 
a loan of 100,000 rubles to the Emperor of Russia. 

(February 28.) For separating the financial affiEdrs 
of the East India Company from the Muscovy Com- 
pany. 

(January 31.) For declaring the will of King James 
concerning certain points in dispute between the East 
India Company and the Dutch, and for ordering pay- 
ment of £20,000 to the Company in reals. 

(January 29.) For permitting the East India Com- 
pany to export bullion. 

(January 25.) For ordering vessels belonging to 
the East India Company to be prepared for Govern- 
ment service. 

(September 23.) Ordering strict observance of the 
Proclamation regulating the East India Company's 
ofl&cers at various outports. 

(May 25.) For appointing Committee to inquire 
into the present state of the trade to the East Indies, 
and to receive propositions for the better regulation 
thereof. 

(September 2 ) For declaring His Majesty's answer 
to four propositions of the East India Company touch- 
ing the regulation of their trade. 

(February 7.) Ordering certain munitions of war 
to be sent to Bombay. 

(March 13.) Ordering Lord Treasurer to send 
dBlOOO sterling to Bombay for the present supply of 
His Majesty's forces there. 

(October 21.) Appointing Committee to adjust the 
differences between the East India Company and the 
Dutch. 

(March 20.) For reforming abuses at Bombay, 
Surat, and other factories in the East Indies. 

(March 6.) Ordering a patent for granting Bombay 
to the East India Company, to be engrossed, and to 
pass the seals. 

(October 26.) Ordering Mr. Barry at Lisbon to so- 
licit about the quiet possession of the island of Bom- 
baine (Bombay). 

(November 23.) Licensing the East India Company 
to transport sixty-six pieces of iron ordnance to Fort 
St. George. 
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Tear. 



Olden in Council. 



1691 
1693 

1702 
1721 
1726 
1735 



1760 
1806 

1808 

1809 

1813 
1827 



1828 



1829 



(February 4.) Granting Commissions to ships of 
the East India Company i^ainst the French. 

(November 2.) Approving the East India Com- 
pany's Charters, with twenty-six regulations set forth 
in the Order. 

(June 11.) Approving the Indenture uniting the 
two East India Companies. 

(October 2.) Prohibiting ships going to the East 
Indies from trading to the Plantations. 

(August 9.) For passing letters patent granting the 
Company further privileges and fi^chises. 

(December 18.) Approving proclamation prohibit- 
ing all persons from trading to the East Indies, con- 
trary to the privileges granted to the East India 
Company. 

(November 26.) Approving Charter to the East 
India Company to erect courts of justice near Ben- 
coolen, in ^e island of Sumatra. 

(August 5.) Approving Charter for establishing 
courts of judicature in the Prince of Wales's Island, 
and for trial of piracies. 

(October 15.) For permitting the East India Com- 
pany to export stores to their settlements at Canton 
and St. Helena. 

(March 27.) Authorising the East India Company 
to permit the sale, by public auction, of several arti- 
cles, the produce and manufacture of China. 

(August 14.) For regulating the trade between the 
United Kingdom and the East Indies. 

(March 14.) For submitting for His Majesiy's ap- 
proval a table of fees to be taken in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Bombay. 

(June 30.) For allowing to the officers of the Bom- 
bay Marine, within the limits of the East India 
Company's Charter, the privilege of taking rank 
agreeably to their several degrees, with the officers of 
the Boyal Navy, 

(March 5.) Approving the report of Committee on 
certaiii rules relating to juries in the Supreme Court 
of Judicature at Fort William, in Bengal. 

(Jime 10.) Approving report of Committee on the 
petition of Sir Peter Grant, the only siurviving justice 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Bombay; 
also on a memorial from the East India Company. 
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Year. QideEi in GmmciL 



1830 (June 28.) Approving report of Committee on cer- 
tain variations in the times of holding Sessions of 
Oyer and Terminer in the Siqpreme Court of Bom- 

1832 (July 11.) Approving report of Committee for dis- 
missing petition oi certain Hindoos of Bengal, eom- 
plaining of the suppression of the practice of Suttee 
by a regulation of the Governor-General of India in 
Council. 

1833 (July 3.) Approving report o£ Committee on peti- 
tion of Major-General Sir Lionel Smith on the sub- 
ject of the Deccan booty. 

1836 (April 13.) Approving report of Committee respect- 
ing certain rules and orders for the plea, equi^, and 
Crown sides of the Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Bombay. 

(November 30.) Approving certain rules proposed 
by the Commissioners for the a&irs of India, relat- 
ing to the preparation of the annual prospective 
estimates of vacancies in the Indian establislunentB, 
under sections 103 & 106 of statute 3 & 4 WilL lY. 
cap. 85. 

1838 (January S3.) Approving report of Committee on 
certain rules and tables of fees established by the 
Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal. 

(April 10.) Establishing certain rules in appeals 
from Her Majesty's Supreme Courts in Indui and 
elsewhere to the eastward of the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

(July 30.) Confirming certain statutes framed by 
the Commissioners for ^e affairs of India, under 
statute 1 & 2 Vict. cap. 22, for the good government 
of the East India Company's College at Haileybury. 

1839 (October 21.) Approving report of Committee on 
certain alterations in the statutes of the East India 
Company's College at Haileybury. 

1840 (May 7.) For allowing the importation of sugars, 
the produce of the Presidency of Fort St. George, at 
a duty of £1 4«. per cwt. 

1841 (May 8.) For reducing the duties payable on the 
produce and manufactures of the British possessions 
in India on their importation into certain colonies 
therein named; to wit, Australia, Ceylon, and the 
Cape of Good Hope. 
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Tear. 



1843 



1847 



1848 



1849 



1860 



1852 



Orders in Council. 



(April 27.) Confirming certain rules and orders 
made by the Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort 
William, October 22, 1841. 

(June 17.) For granting Charter of Incorporation 
to the Eastern Archipelago Company. 

(July 22.) Approving rules of November 7, 1846, 
and April 22, 1847, of the Supreme Court of Judica- 
ture of Bombay. 

(June 27.) Confirming certain rules of October 25, 
November 15, and December 10, 13, and 22, 1847, 
and of January 2 and February 2, 1848, of Supreme 
Court of Judicature of Bengal. 

(May 21.) Confirming rules of the Court of Ju^- 
cature of the Prince of Wales's Island, Singapore, 
and Malacca, of November 6, 1848. 

(June 19.) Disallowing certain rules of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature of Bengal, confinned 
by the Legislative Council of India, under statute 
3 & 4 Vict. cap. 34. 

(August 18.) For apprehending, within the territo- 
ries of the East India Company, seamen, being 
deserters from Russian, Swedish, Norwegian, and 
Peruvian merchant ships. 



ACTS OF THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT RELATING 
TO THE TERRITORIES OF THE EAST INDIA 
COMPANY. 



Royal 
Assent 



1698 



1707 



Acts of Parliament 



9 & 10 Wm. III. cap 44.— An Act for rwsing a 
sum not exceeding two millions upon a fund for 
payment of annuities after the rate of 8 per cent 
per annum, and for settling the trade to the East 
Indies. 

6 Anne, cap. 17. — ^An Act for"assuring to the Eng- 
lish Company trading to the East Indies, on account 
of their United Stock, a larger interest in the fund 
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f^y^ Acto of Parliament. 

Assent. 



and trade therein mentioned, and for raising thereby 
120,000i. for canying on the war. 

171 1 10 Anne, cap. 28. — ^An Act for continuing the trade 
of the East India Company. 

1744 17 Geo. II. cap. 17. — ^An Act for continuing the 
trade of the East India Company for a further 
period. 

1754 17 Geo. II. cap. 9. — An Act for punishing mutiny 
and desertion of officers and soldiers in the service 
of the United Company of Merchants trading to the 
East Indies, and for the punishment of offences 
committed in the East Indies or at the island of St. 
Helena. 

1767 7 Geo. III. cap. 57. — ^An Act for establishing an 
agreement for the annual payment of £400,000 for a 
limited time, by the East India Company in respect 
of the territorial acquisitions and revenues lately 
obtained in the East Indies. 

1769 9 Geo. III. cap. 24. — An Act for continuing, 
for five years, the provisions of statute 6 Geo. III. 
cap. 67. 

13 Geo. III. cap. 63. — ^An Act to regulate the 
government of India. 

1773 13 Geo. III. cap. 64.— An Act to authorise the 
issue of £1,400,000 in Exchequer Bills, to be applied 
in relief of the East India Company. 

1781 21 Geo. III. cap. 65. — An Act for establishing an 
agreement with die United Company of Merchants 
trading to the East Indies, for die payment of the 
sum of £400,000 in full discharge and satisfaction of 
all claims of the public, from the time the bond debt 
of the Company was reduced to £1,500,000 till 
March 1, 1781. 

1784 24 Geo. III. cap. 25. — An Act to provide for the 
government of India. 

1788 28 Geo. III. cap. 8. — ^An Act to provide for the 
expense of raising, transporting, and maintaining 
such troops as may be required for the security of 
the British territories in the East Indies. 

1793 (June 11.) 23 Geo. III. cap. 52.— An Act for con- 
tinuing in the East India Company, for a further 
term, die possession of the British territories in India, 
together with the exclusive trade under certain limi- 
tations ; for appropriating to certain uses the revenues 
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1799 



1800 



1802 



1803 



1805 



1807 



AcU of Parliiiment. 



and profits of the said Company, and for making pro- 
vision for the good order and government of the towns 
of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay. 

13 Geo. III. cap. 89. — ^An Act for regulating the 
manner in which the East India Company shall hire 
and take up ships for their regular service. (Amended 
by 50 Geo. III. cap. 86.) 

(July 28.) 39 & 40 Geo. III. cap. 79.— An Act for 
establishing further regulations for the government 
of the British territories in India, and for the better 
administration of justice within the same. 

(March 24.) 42 Geo. III. cap. 29.— An Act to 
authorise the East India Company to make their 
settlement at Marlborough, in the East Indies, a fac- 
tory subordinate to the Presidency of Fort William, 
in Bengal, and to transfer the servants who, on the 
reduction of that establishment, shall be supernume- 
rary, to the Presidency of Fort St. George. 

(August 11.) 43 Geo. III. cap. 107. — ^An Act to 
enable the Court of Directors of the East India Com- 
pany to make allowance to the owners of certain ships 
in their service. 

(December 15.) 44 Geo. III. cap. 3. — ^An Act to 
regulate the bonds issued by the East India Com- 
pany, with respect to the rate of interest and duty 
payable thereon. 

(April 10.) 46 Geo. III. cap. 36.— An Act to enable 
the East India Company to appoint the Commander- 
in-Chief on the Bengal establishment to be a member 
of the Council of Fort William, in Bengal, notwiiJi- 
standing the office of Governor-General of Fort Wil- 
liam and of Commander-in-Chief of the forces being 
vested in the same person. 

(August 8.) 47 Geo. III. cap. 41. (Sess. 2).— An 
Act to enable the East India Company to raise 
money on bond, instead of increasing their capital 
stock. 

(August 13.) 47 Geo. III. cap. 68. (Sess. 2).— An 
Act for the better government of the settlements of 
Fort St George and Bombay, for the regulation of 
public banks, and for amending so much of statute 
33 Geo. III. cap. 62, as relates to the periods at 
which the civil servants of the East India Company 
may be employed in their service abroad. 
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,^y»^ Acts of Parliament 

Assent. 



1810 (June 15.) 50 Geo. III. cap. 87. — An Actto provide 
for the raising of men for the service of the East 
India Company. 

(June 20.) 50 Geo. III. cap. 114. — An Act for grant- 
ing to His Majesty a sum of money to be raised by 
Exchequer Bills, and to be advanced and applied in 
the manner and on the terms therein mentioned, for 
the relief of the United Company of Merchants 
trading to the East Indies. (Amended by 52 Geo. 
III. cap. 10.) 

1811 (June 10.) 51 Geo. III. cap. 64. — ^An Act to enable 
the East India Company to raise a further sum of 
money upon bond, instead of increasing their capital 
stock. 

1812 (July 18.) 52 Geo III. cap. 121.— An Act to autho- 
rise the transfer to the East Indies of debts originally 
contracted' there on the part of the East India Com- 
pany, payable in England. 

(July 18.) 52 Geo. III. cap. 135.— An Act for ad- 
vancing two millions and a half sterling to the East 
India Company, to enable them to discharge part of 
the Indian debt. 

1813 (July 21.) 53 Geo III. cap. 155.— An Act for con- 
tinuing in the East India Company, for a further 
term, Uie possession of the British territories in India, 
together with certain exclusive privileges; for esta- 
blishing further regulations for the government of the 
said territories, and the better administration of jus- 
tice within the same; and for regulating the trade 
to and from places within the limits of the Company's 
charter. 

1814 I (May 17.) 54 Geo. III. cap. 56. — An Act to repeal 
the duties on teak wood and other ship timber im- 
ported from the East Indies. 

(July 28.) 54 Geo. III. cap. 105. — ^An Act to remove 
doubts as to the duties and taxes heretofore imposed 
and levied under the authority of the several Govern- 
ments in the East Indies. 

1815 (May 25.) 55 Geo. III. cap. 64.— An Act to explain 
and amend 53 Geo. III. cap. 115 so far as relates to 
the granting gratuities by the East India Company. 

(June 14.) 55 Geo. III. cap. 84. — ^An Act to make 
provision for the Judges in the East Indies in certain 
I cases. 
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1817 



1818 



1820 



1822 



1823 



1824 



1825 
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(June 20.) 67 Geo. III. cap. 86. — An Act to regu- 
late the Trade to and from the places witiiin the 
limits of the Charter of the East India Company, 
and certain possessions of His Majesty in the Medi- 
terranean. 

(July 10.) 57 Geo. III. cap. 95. — ^An Act to exempt 
the Territories within the limits of the East India 
Company's Charter from certain of the Navigation 
Laws. 

(June 6.) 58 Geo. III. cap. 83. — An Act to amend 
and reduce into one Act the several Laws relating to 
the manner in which the East India Company are 
required to hire ships. 

(June 6.) 58 Geo. III. cap. 84. — ^An Act to remove 
doubts as to the validity of certain Marriages had 
and solemnized within the British Territories in 
India. 

(July 24.) 1 Geo. IV. cap. 99. — ^An Act to enable 
the East Lidia Company to raise and maintain a 
Corps of Volunteer Infantry. 

(July 21.) I Geo. IV. cap. 101. — ^An Act to enable 
the Examination of Witnesses to be taken in India 
in support of Bills of Divorce on account of Adultery 
committed in India. 

(July 80.) 8 Geo. IV. cap. 93.— An Act for carrying 
into execution an Agreement between His Majesty and 
the East India Company. 

(July 11.) 4 Geo. TV. cap. 71. — ^An Act for defray- 
ing the Charge of Ketiring Pay, Pensions, or other 
expenses of tJhiat nature of His Majesty's forces serv- 
ing in India ; for establishing the Pensions of the 
Bishops, Archdeacons, and Judges; for regulating 
Ordinations ; and for establishing a Court of Judi- 
cature at Bombay. 

(June 21.) 5 Geo. IV. cap. 88.— An Act to autho- 
rise the East India Company to trade direct from 
China to the British Colonies and Plantations in 
America. 

(June 24.) 5 Geo. IV. cap. 108.— An Act for trans- 
ferring to the East India Company certain posses- 
sions, newly acquired, in the East Indies, and for 
authorising the removal of convicts from Sumatra. 

(July 5.) 6 Geo. IV. cap. 85.— An Act for further 
regulating the payment of the Salaries and Pensions 
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to the Judges of His Majesty's Courts in India, and 
the Bishop of Calcutta ; for authorising the transpor- 
tation of Offenders from St. Helena, and for more 
effectually providing for the Administration of Jus- 
tice in Singapore and Malacca, and certain Colonies 
on the Coast of Coromandel. 
1826 (May 6.) 7 Geo. IV. cap. 37.— An Act to regulate 
the Appointment of Juries in the East Indies. 

(May 26.) 7 Geo. IV. cap. 62.— An Act for defray- 
ing the expense of any Additional Naval Force to he 
employed in the East Indies. 

1828 (June 27.) 9 Geo. IV. cap. 33.— An Act to declare 
and settle the Law respecting the Liahility of the 
real Estates of British suhjects and others within 
the Jurisdiction of His Majesty's Supreme Courts in 
India as assets in the hands of E:2^cutors and Admin- 
istrators to the payment of the Dehts of their de- 
ceased Owners. 

(July 19.) 9 Geo. IV. cap. 73. — An Act to provide 
for the Belief of Insolvent Dehtors in the East Indies 
until March 1, 1833 (continued by 4 & 5 Wm. IV. 
cap. 79, 6 & 7 Wm. IV. cap. 47, and 3 & 4 Vict, 
cap. 80). 

(July 20.) 9 Geo. IV. cap. 74. — An Act for Improv- 
ing the Administration of Criminal Justice in the 
East Indies. 

1829 (June 24.) 10 Geo. IV. cap. 6-2.— An Act to exclude 
persons accepting Offices in the East Indies from 
being Members of the House of Commons. 

1832 (August 16.) 2 & 3 Wm. IV. cap. 117.— An Act to 
amend the Law relating to the Appointment of 
Justices of the Peace and of Juries in the East 
Indies. 

1833 (August 28.) 3 & 4 Wm, IV. cap. 85.-— An Act for 
effecting an An'angement with the East India Com- 
pany, and for the better Government of His Majesty's 
Indian Territories, till April 30, 1854. 

(August 28.) 3 & 4 Wm. IV. cap. 93. -An Act to 
regulate the Trade of China and India. 

(August 29.") 3 & 4 Wm. IV. cap. 101.— An Act to 
provide for the Collection and Management of the 
Duties on Tea. 

1834 (July 25.) 4 & 5 Wm. IV. cap. 33.— An Act to re- 
peal so much of several Acts as requires Deposits to 
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1841 



1842 
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be made on Teas sold at the sales of the East India 
Company. 

(August 31.) 6 & 6 Wm. IV. cap. 52.— An Act to 
authorise the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company to suspend the provisions of 3 & 4 Wm. 
lY. cap. 85, so far as they relate to the Goyemment 
of Agra. 

(August 13.) 6 & 7 Wm. IV. cap. 53.— An Act for 
enabling His Majesty to grant Admiralty Jurisdiction 
to the Courts of Judicature of Prince of Wales's 
Island, Singapore and Malacca. 

(July 12.) 7 Wm. IV. & 1 Vict. cap. 47.— An Act 
to repeal so much of certain existing Acts as pro- 
hibits the Payment of Salaries of &e East India 
Company's Officers during their absence from their 
respective^ stations in India. 

^ (July 29.) 2 & 3 Vict cap. 34.— An Act to confirm 
certain rules and orders of the Supreme Courts of 
Judicature at Fort William and Madras, and to em- 
power the same courts and the Supreme Court of 
Judicature of Bombay to make rule& and orders con- 
cerning pleadings. 

(August 4.) 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 37. — ^An Act to con- 
solidate and amend tlie laws for punishing mutiny 
and desertion of officers and soldiers in the service of 
the East India Company, and for providing for the 
observance of discipline in the Indian Navy. 

(August 7.) 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 56.— An Act further to 
regulate tlie trade of ships built and trading ^thin 
the limits of the East India Company's Charter. 

(April 6.) 4 Vict cap. 8. — ^An Act to reduce the 
duty on rum and rum shrub, the produce of and im- 
ported from certain British possessions in the East 
Indies into the United Kingdom. 

(August 10.) 5 (S; 6 Vict. cap. 101.— An Act for ex- 
tending to the governors of llie East India Company 
the powers given by statute 5 Geo. IV. cap. 113, for 
suppressing the importation of slaves into India by sea. 

(August 12.) 5 & 6 Vict cap. 119.— An Act to 
enable Her Majesty to grant furlough allowances to 
the Bishops of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, who 
shall return to Europe for a limited period, after 
residing in India a sufficient time to entitle them to 
the highest rate of pension. 



BRinSH INDIi. 



181 



Boyal 
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1844 



1849 



1851 



1853 



Acts of Parliament* 



(June 6.) 7 Vict. cap. 18. — An Act to remove 
doubts as to the power of appointing and confirming 
the sentences of courts martial in the East Indies. 

(July 28.) 13 & 13 Vict. cap. 43.— An Act for pun- 
ishing mutmj and desertion of officers and soldiers 
in the service of the East India Company, and for 
regulating, in such service, the pa3rment of regimental 
debts and the distribution of the effects of officers 
and soldiers dying in the service. 

(July 24.) 14 & 15 Vict. cap. 40.— An Act for mar- 
riages in India. 

(August 7.) J4 & 16 Vict. cap. 81. — ^An Act to au- 
thorise the removal from India of insane persons 
charged with offences, and to give better effect to in- 
quisitions of lunacy taken in Lidia. 

(August 20.) 16 & 17 Vict. ca^. 96. — An Act to pro- 
vide for the government of India. 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, & PAPERS 
RELATING TO THE TERRITORIES OF THE EAST 
INDIA COMPANY. 



Year. 



1801 



1801-2 
1802-3 
1803-4 

1806 



Sessional 
Nomber. 



64 



122 

126 

60 

111 

116i 

40 

48 



Parliameataty Beporti, &c. 



Accounts of the annual revenues and 
disbursements of Bengal, Fort St. George, 
Bombay, Bencoolen, and Prince of Wales's 
Island. 

Papers respecting private trade between 
India and Europe. 

Accounts of atmual revenues, &c. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Papers relative to the Mahratta war. 

Papers respecting Prince of Wales's Is- 
land. 

Treaties, engagements, and correspond- 
ence between me British Government and 
the Mogul. 

k9 
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T«ftr. 



1806 

1806-7 

1807 
1808 



1809 



1810 
1810^11 

1812 
1812-13 



1818-14 
1814-15 



1816 
1817 



1818 



SeMlODAl 

Number. 



158 
205 

94 




{ 



194) 

240/ 

91 

268 

275 

227^ 

228 

165 

200 

186 

848 

158 

154 

194 



264 



188 
89 

828 
381 
310 
389 
65 



Parliamentary Reports, &e. 



Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Political correspondence relative to 
Oude. 

Papers relating to the afiBedrs of the Gar- 
natic. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &e. 

Correspondence of Marquess Comwallis 
with the Court of Directors. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Beport of Committee on East India pa- 
tronage. 

Return of writers and cadets sent to 
India by the Company. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 



Accoimts of annual revenues, &c. 



Papers relating to the Christians in 
Malabar, Roman Catholic Chapel, temple 
of Juggernaut, missionaries in Bengal, 
&c. 

Eetum of answers of circuit judges 
respecting the religion of the Hindoos; 
also respecting missionaries, and the 
first introduction of Christianity into In- 
dia. 

Accoimts of annual revenues, &c. 

Regulations passed by the Governments 
of the three Presidencies. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Papers relating to the war in Nepaul. 
Regulations passed by Governments of 
the three Presidencies. 
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Tear. 



1818 
1819 

1820 

1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 



SesflioDal 
Number. 



I 



1826 



1826-27 

1828 



1829 



1830 



1831 
1831-32 



362 

299 
89 
91 
596-618 
433-446 
406-431 
346 460 
316 354 

360 

508 18 

158 

{ 349 
(410 

330 

325 

129 

390 



201 

240 
60-682 



398 

633 

4 

450 

734-5 



} 



1833 




Parliamentary fieportt, &c. 



• Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 



Papers relating to the Burmese war, and 
to discussions with that Government. 

Papers relating to the burning of Hin- 
doo widows, and voluntary immolation. 

Regulations passed by the Governments 
of Bengal, Fort St. George, and Bombay. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

« 

Regulations of the Governments of the 
three Presidencies. ^ 

Eules relating to juries in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William, in 
Bengal. 

Regulations of the Governments in the 
three Presidencies. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Regulations of the Governments at the 
three Presidencies. 

Accounts of annual revenues, Ac. 

Returns of East India civil offices. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Reports from Select Committee ap- 
pointed to consider the present state of the 
affairs of the East India Company, with an 
Appendix on the state of society among the 
Asiatic subjects of Great Britain. 

Correspondence and papers respecting 
the renewal of the East India Company*s 
Charter. 



184 



ASIATIC DEPENDENCIER 



Year. 



1883 



1836 

1837-8 



1839 



1840 



1841 



1842 



Sessional 
Number. 



271 

277) 
754/ 
518 
51 
156 

673 



40 



431 



552 
627 



614) 
22/ 
39 
86 




58 
200 
585 



Parliamentaiy Beports^ fce. 



Accounts of annual revenues, Ssc, 

Begulations of the Governments of the 
three Presidencies. 

Report on salt monopoly in India. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c, 

Begulations of the Governments of the 
three Presidencies. 

Copy of the penal code prepared by the 
Indian Law Commissioners, published by 
command of the Governor-General in 
CounciL 

Treaty with Bimjeet Singh and Shah 
Shujah-ool-Moolk at Lahore, June 26, 
1838. 

Various papers relating to the present 
state of steam communication witli India 
by the various routes, and expenses in- 
curred. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Minute by the Governor-General of 
India on the cultivation of cotton in the 
East Indies, and comparative cost of pro- 
ducing cotton-yam in England and in 
India. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Acts of the Government of India. 

Correspondence between the Govern- 
ment of India and the Court of Directors 
relative to contributions to Hindoo tem- 
ples. 

Statements showing the pay and allow- 
ances of Her Majesty's troops serving in 
India. 

Despatch from the Court of Directors 
on the further severance of Government 
from all connection with the idolatry and 
superstition of Mahommedans and Hin* 
does. 

Acts of the Government of India. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Special reports of the Indian Law Com- 
missioners. 
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Year. 



1843 



J 844 
1845 




1847-8 



Sessional 
Number. 




300 



(313 1 

(490 J 

613 

r367) 

1506/ 

27a 



18 

406 

14 

68 
190 
439 



;} 



1849 



712 

C 19 

1 330 

^23^ 
137 
167 
184 
206^ 
230 
245 

1 361 J 
431 

481 
611 



974 
452 



Pariiamentary Reports, &c. 



Proclamations of the Governor- General 
of India respecting the gates of the tem- 
ple of Somnauth and the evacuation of 
Affghanistan. 

Special reports of the Indian Law Com- 
missioners. 

Treaties with the Ameers of Scinde and 
other conventions, and correspondence re- 
lating thereto. 

Papers relating to infanticide in India. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Special report of the Indian Law Com- 
missioners. 

Acts of the Government of India. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Special reports of the Indian Law Com- 
missioners. 

Reports relating to railways in India. 

Papers relating to Scinde. 

Return of papers in possession of the 
East India Company showing the mea- 
sures taken to promote the cultivation of 
cotton in India since 1836. 

Report relating to cotton in Bomhay. 
. Special reports from the Indian Law 
Commissioners. 



Eight reports from Select Committee on 
sugar and cofiee planting in the East In- 
dies, with minutes of evidence, appendix, 
and index. 



Retiun of register of ships huilt in the 
Hooghlyfrom 1781 to 1846. 

Accoimts of annual revenues, &c. 

Reports from Select Committee on the 
growtii of cotton in India, with minutes of 
evidence, appendix, and index. 

Statistics of education in India. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 
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Year. 



SMtional 
Number. 



1849 



1850 



eai 



479 
669 



1851 



752 
1203 
17 

90 



112 
219 
276 

326 
385 
583 



606 
622 



ParliamenUry Reports, &c. 



Communications on the connection of 
the Government of British India with 
idolatry or Mahommedanism. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Documents relative to the revenue and 
expenditure of the State of Sattara since 
the death of the rajah, under the adminis- 
tration of the East India Company. 

Treaties, Acts, and Ordinances, relating 
to the Boman Catholic Church. 

Report of Commissioners on law of 
marriage in the East Indies. 

Laws passed by the Goyemor-General 
and Council in !bidia, in 1847, 1848, and 
^849, with indexes. 

Correspondence between the Govern- 
ment of India and the Court of Directors, 
and the Government of Bombay and the 
resident Commissioner at Sattara, relative 
to the annexation and government of that 
territory. 

Statement showing the cost of postal 
communication with the East Indies. 

Beports and statements relative to the 
grand trigonometrical survey of India. 

Communications relating to the con- 
nection of the Government of British In- 
dia with idolatry or Mahommedanism. 

Accounts respecting the annual revenues 
for the last three years. 

Home accounts of the East India Com- 
pany. 

Returns showing nature of exammation 
of cadets before appointment or promo- 
tion in the service of the East India Com- 
pany. 

Second report from Select Committee 
on steam communication with India. 

Eetum of all roads, bridges, factories, 
docks, and all other public works, com- 
pleted in India by the East India Com- 
pany within the last ten years, with cost 
thereof, 
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Year. 



Sessional 
Nomber. 



1B51 



1852 



1852-53 



659 



41 
60 



73 
338 

87 

361 



437 

484 

533 



561 



< 



41 

73 

369 

^426^ 
479 
556 
492 

768 
897 



> 



Parliamentary Eeports, &e. 



Statement of nature and locality of 
maritime siurveys undertaken by the East 
India Company since 1820. 

Lords* report on Indian territories. 

Copies of all documents furnished by the 
Besident at Sattara to the Bombay Govern- 
ment, showing revenues of Sattara, and 
charges thereon, under the administration 
of the East India Company. 

Papers relating to Meer Ali Morad. 

East India Acts for 1 850, with index. 

Betums relating to postal communica- 
tion in India. 

Betum of number of scholars in the 
several educational establishments of the 
several Presidencies of British India, dis- 
tinguishing Christian, Mussulman, and 
Hindoo scholars, and whether the Chris- 
tian Scriptures are used in such schools. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Home accounts of the East India Com- 
pany. 

Beport from the Select Committee on 
Indian territories, with minutes of evidence, 
appendix, and index. 

Correspondence between the Bombay 
Government and the authorities at home 
on the trade of Scinde and the establish- 
ment of an annual fair at the port of Cur- 
racbee. 

Beport from the Select Committee 
(House of Lords) on Indian territories, 
with index. 

Papers relating to Meer Ali Morad and 
the affairs of Scinde. 

Statistical papers, recently prepared, re- 
lating to India. 

First, second, third, fourth, fifth, and 
sixth reports from Select Committee on 
Indian territories, with appendix and in- 
dex. 
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Year. 



Seuional 
Nmnber. 



1852-8 



430 

505 

556 

560 
615 



637 



632 



681 



770 

787 

888 

884 

928 
948 

975 



988 



999 



(407 I 
(987) 



Parliamentaiy Beports, &c. 



Papers relating to the Eajah of Sattara. 

Territorial accounts of the East India 
Company. 

Third report from Select Committee on 
India. 

Home accounts of East India Company. 

Papers relating to Djackee Dedajee's 
attempt to bribe &e Bombay Government 
(with lithographs annexed). 

First, second, and third reports from 
the Lords' Committee on Indian territo- 
ries. 

Correspondence respecting the Govern- 
ment of India, between the Board of Con- 
trol and Directors. 

Betums relating to East India Proprie- 
tors, their voting, and the patronage of 
Directors since 1834. 

Instructions to the Governor-General of 
India respecting Sir James Brooke. 

Correspondence relating to railways in 
India. 

Betums of the subjects of the Guicowar 
enjoying the British guarantee. 

Papers relating to public works, and 
financial letters frx)m Madras. 

Betums of East Indian importations. 

List of covenanted and uncovenanted 
servants on the East India civil service. 

Monies disbursed by way of gratuities 
in the East Indies at the ibiee Presiden- 
cies. 

Despatch respecting the allowance to 
the temple of Juggernaut from the Trea- 
sury. 

Papers illustrative of the revenue sur- 
vey and assessment of Bengal and Bombay, 
with plans. 

Beports and returns relative to public 
works in Bengal, Madras, and Bombay. 

Instructions from the Court of Directors 
to the Government of India respecting 
public works. 



BfilTISH INDU. 



139 



Tear. 



185a-3 



1854 



1855 



Sessional 
Number. 



897 

21 

29 

80 

131 

188 

213 

224 

247 

I 261 I 

(272) 

292 

318 

393 
413 

416 
418 

483 
497 

513 

514 

34 

183 

226 



Parliamentary Beports, &g. 



Index and appendix to reports on Indian 
territories. 

Beport of Commissioners on public 
works in Bengal and. Bombay. 

Betum of sums spent on education in 
India since 1834. 

Papers relative to Sir Charles Napier's 
resignation. 

Memorandums of Mcyor Kennedy, with 
plan respecting railways in India. 

Correspondence respecting the claims 
of Meer Oomaid Sing. 

Betum relating to public works in 
India. 

Betum of the quantity of land under cul- 
tivation in the East Indies, and papers re- 
specting public works. 

Correspondence respecting the China 
expedition. 

Accounts of annual revenues, &c. 

Home accounts of East India Company. 

Correspondence relating to railways in 
India. 

Despatch relating to education in India. 

Letter from Court of Directors respect- 
ing public works in India. 

Betums relating to the Bajah of Berar. 

Papers relative to the Nizam's terri- 
tory. 

Beports on the administration of Scinde. 

Correspondence respecting postage in 
India. 

Despatch from the Court of Directors 
respecting military appointments in India. 

Betum of number of divisional and 
brigade commands in the army in India. 

Papers relating to Assistant-Surgeons in 
the East India Civil Service. 

Betum respecting torture by the police 
in India. 

Betum of sums paid and remaining due 
for Camatic debts. 
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Year. 


Setnonal 
Number. 


Parliamentary Beports, &c 


1855 


242 
243 
253 
272 


Beceipts and charges from 1850 to 1854 
respecting Sattara. 

Eeports respecting telegiuphs in the 
East Indies, with a plan. 

Territorial accounts of the East India 
Company. 

Abstract of correspondence respecting 
railways in India. 



CEYLON. 

Ceylon is situate between the parallels of 5® 55' 
and 9° 48' N. latitude, and the meridians of 79® 55' 
and 82° E. longitude, and comprises an area of about 
24,000 square miles. The island was known and 
visited by the Greeks, Romans, and Venetians ; and, 
in the sixteenth century, colonised by the Portuguese, 
who, in the seventeenth century, were dispossessed 
by the Dutch. In 1796, the English forces under 
Colonel Stuart dispossessed the Dutch, and their 
Settlements in Ceylon were first annexed to the 
Presidency of Madras; but afterwards, in 1798, con- 
stituted a separate Colony under Governor the 
Honourable Frederick North. By three several 
Charters under the Great Seal, dated respectively 
AprU 18, 1801, August 6, 1810, and October 30, 
1811, provisions were made for the administration of 
justice in Ceylon ; and by the last of these trial by 
jury was introduced. By the provisions of this 
Charter, every man has a right, in criminal cases, 
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to be tried by thirteen persons of full age of his 
own caste. 

At a convention held in the city of Kandy^ March 2, 
1815, between Lieutenant-General Brownrigg, on 
behalf of the British Government, and the principal 
Eandyan Chiefs, the reigning Rajah, of Malabar race, 
was solemnly deposed, and the dominion of the Kan- 
dvan Provinces was declared to be vested in the Sove- 
reign of the British Empire, and to be exercised through 
the Governors of Ceylon for the time being, saving 
certain secular and religious native rights and privileges. 

By letters patent, under the Great Seal, dated 
April 23, 1831, a Council of Government was ap- 
pointed in Ceylon, and by a supplementary com- 
mission to Sir Wilmot Horton, the Governor, dated 
March 19, 1833, the form of government now exist- 
ing in the Island was established. 

By Charter of Justice of the same date, a Supreme 
Court of the Island was constituted, to be holden at 
Colombo, with power to issue writs of Habeas Corpus. 
District and Circuit Courts were established at the 
same time. The laws and usages of the Cingalese, 
except where repugnant to the laws of England, still 
exist, and the Roman-Dutch law was administered in 
the Supreme Court long after the British conquest, 
and still prevails in the maritime provinces. 

The present constitution of Ceylon consists of a Go- 
vernor appointed by the Crown, aided by an Executive 
Council of five members, namely, the Second Officer 
in Command, the Colonial Secretary, the Queen's 
Advocate, the Treasurer, and Auditor-General. 
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There is also a Legislative Council of fourteen 
members, including the above-mentioned members 
of the Executive Council and other unofficial mem- 
bers, being the chief merchants and proprietors in 
the Colony, appointed by the Governor, subject to 
the confirmation of the Crown. 

In 1845, certain official appointments in the Colony 
were first thrown open to the Natives. 

The salary of the Governor-General and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Ceylon is 7000/. per annum. 

The FOLLOwiNa abb the names of those who have heu) thk 
OFncB OF Governor of Ceilon, with the Dates of 

THEIB BESPEGTIYE PaTENTS. 

Frederic North, March 26, 1798. 

Sir Thomas Maitland, January 15, 1805. 

Lieut-General Sir Eohert Brownrigg, October 4, 1811. 

Sir Edward Paget, November 4, 1820. 

Sir Edward Barnes, April 22, 1 823. 

Sir Robert Wilmot Horton, April 23, 1831. 

Bight Hon. J. Alexander Stewart Mackenzie, April 1, 1837. 

Sir Colin Campbell, January 15, 1841. 

George, Viscount Torrington, March 27, 1841. 

Sir George W. Anderson, September 24, 1850. 

Sur H. G. Ward, Februaiy 8, 1855. 

ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO CEYLON. 



Year. 



1798 
1823 

1830 



Orders in Council. 



(April 18.) Approving Commission for trial of 
pirates at Ceylon. 

(January 31.) For regulating the trade between 
Ceylon and foreign States in amity with His Majesty. 
(Revoked by Order, April 26,. 1845.) 

(November 1.) Making provision respecting the 
issue of writs of Habeas Corpus at Ceylon* 
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Year. Orders in Council. 



1831 (August 10.) Approving Commission and instruc* 
tions to Sir B. J. Willmot Horton, Oovemor and 
Commander-in-chief at Ceylon. 

1832 (April 12.) For abolishing the system of forced 
labour at CeyloiL 

1833 (February 4.) Approving Charter for regulating the 
administration of justice in Ceylon, and directing the 
Lord Chancellor to pass the same under the ureat 
Seal. 

1836 (March 4.) For continuing in force an Order of 
November 1, 1830, respecting writs of Habeas Cor- 
pus. 

1840 (January 3.) Approving instructions to the Gover- 
nor for the appointment of the Auditor-General as 
Member of the Executive Council in the room of the 
Government agent of the central province. 

(August 1 0.) For granting a Charter of Incorpora- 
tion to the Bank of Ceylon. 

1841 (May 8.) For admitting into the United Kingdom 
sugar, the produce of and imported from Ceylon, on 
payment of the same duties as may at the time be 
payable on sugar, the produce of &nd imported from 
the British possessions in India. 

(August 11.) Confirming, with amendments, an 
Ordinance passed by the Governor and Council in 
October, 1840, to prevent encroachment on Crown 
lands. 

1842 (April 27.) Confirming, with amendments, the 
Ordinance of the Governor and Council amending 
the laws relating to vagrants. 

(June 8.) For allowing rum and rum-shnib, the 
produce of and imported from Ceylon, to be admitted 
into the United Kingdom. 

(December 10.) Authorising the Governor and 
Council of Ceylon to amend &e Charter of Justice 
of February 18, 1883. 

1844 (June 10.) Bevoking so much of letters patent of 
January 18, 1843,' as enable the Governor and Legis- 
lative Council to alter the Charter of Justice of Cey- 
lon. 

1845 (April 26.) For regulating the trade of Ceylon. 
1847 (June 17.) Approving instructions to Governor as 

to time from which ordinances passed by Legislative 
Council are to take e£fect. 
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Tear. 



1848 



1858 



Orden in Council. 



(April 15.) Approving additional instructions to the 
Governor respecting &e place at which grants of 
land shall be delivered. 

(December 29.) Confirming an Ordinance of Go- 
vernor and Comicil of August 31, 1853, respecting 
temporary appointments to certain offices. 



PABLIAMENTABY REPOKTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO CEYLON. 



Year. 



1819 
1825 

1828 



Seiaional 
Number. 



319 
513 

593 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



1829 


344 


1831-2 


274 


1833 


332 


1834 


228 


1840 


527 a 


1843 


568 


1847-48 


41 



Papers relating to the war in Ceylon. 

Papers relating to the government of 
the island. 

Accounts of colonial debt, revenue, esta- 
blishments, and salaries paid in Great 
Britain, and returns relating to cinnamon 
trade. 

Returns of civil and militaiy establish- 
ments of the East India Company main- 
tained on the island, from 1796 to 1798. 

Reports of Colonel Colebrooke and D. 
H. Cameron on judicial establishments 
and procedure in Ceylon. 

Charter for improving the administra- 
tion of justice in Ceylon. 

Letters from Sir Robert Wilmot Hor- 
ton to the Secretary for the Colonies on 
the salt monopoly in Ceylon. 

Ordinance of Governor and Council for 
establishing a new tariff of duties on ex- 
ports and imports. 

Correspondence relative to the abolition 
of slavery on the island. 

Returns of exports and imports of the 
island, and also of aggregate expense of 
Customs establishments. 
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Year. 



1849 

1850 
1851 



1852 
1852-3 



Sessional 
Number. 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



(279) 

I 591) 

1 106 I 
(605 J 
36 

r 997 

1634 J 

414 



U13 
571 
88 

410 
927 

919 

985 



First, second, and third reports of the 
Select Committee on Ceylon, with minutes 
of evidence, appendix, and index. 

First, second, and third reports of Se- 
lect Committees, with evidence, appendix, 
and index. 

Fourth report of Select Committee on 
Ceylon. 

Copy of report of Commission sent to 
Ceylon, with correspondence thereon. 

Account of total charge to the British 
Government of the military establishments 
at Ceylon. 

Papers relating to the court-martial held 
on Captain Watson at Ceylon. 

Instructions to the Governor of Ceylon 
as to repeal of export duty on cinnamon. 

Betum respecting the expenses of the 
Ceylon Commission, and specially of the 
inquiry respecting Captain Watson. 

Despatch respecting idolatry in Ceylon. 

Reply to Sir John Pakmgton's de- 
spatch. 

Betum respecting lighthouses and bea- 
cons on the coast of Ceylon. 

Despatch from the Duke of Newcastle 
respecting idolatry in Ceylon. 



HONG KONG. 

An island off the Chinese Coast, situate in latitude 

*" 12' N., and longitude 114° 13' E.,* comprising an 

area of about 27 square miles. The island was ceded 

to Great Britain by Treaty with China, dated June 

25, 1843. 

The Government is administered by a Governor, 



* Victoria. 
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aided by an Executive Council of three members, 
including the Commanding OlBSicer of the troops. 

There is also a Legislative Council, over which, 
likewise, the Governor presides ; and of which, the 
Chief Justice, the Attorney-General, and the Colo- 
nial Treasurer are members. 

The Episcopal Diocese, called Victoria, was esta- 
blished by patent, dated May 11, 1849. 

The Governor and Commander-in-Chief of Hong 
Kong, who is also Chief Superintendent of trade in 
China, receives a salary of £4000 per annum.* 

The following have held the Office: — 

Sir H. Pottinger, February 24, 1843. 
J. Davis, Esq., March 4, 1846. 
S. G. Bonham, Esq., November 22, 1847. 
J. Bowring, Esq., December 29, 1853. 



OKDEKS IN COUNCIL KELATING TO HONG 

KONG. 



Year. 



1843 



1844 



Orders in Council. 



(January 4.) Directing that the court of justice 
appointed by Order of December 9, 1833, to be 
holden at Canton, or on board any British vessel in 
that port, shall henceforth be holden in the island of 
Hong Kong. 

(April 3.) Approving device of a seal for the Go- 
vernment of Hong Kong. 

(October 2.) For enabling the Governor to suspend 
the operation of any of the Orders made December 
9, 1833, January 4 and February 24, 1843. 

(April 17.) Authorising Her Majesty's consuls and 
vice-consuls in China, and certain other persons, to 



* £2000 only is now voted by the Imperial Parhainent. 
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Tear. 



1844 



1845 



1862 



Orders in Conncfl. 



exercise jurisdiction over British subjects in China, 
in civil and criminal matters, and appointing Hong 
Kong as a British Colony, wherein crimes and 
offences committed within the Chinese dominions 
may be inquired of, tried, determined, and punished. 

(November 28.) Approving proclamation giving 
effect to an alteration in the rate at which the dollar 
or rupee shall be issued at Hong Kong in payment 
of S£daries or other transactions, with reference to 
British cinrency, and for the further regulation of the 
standard of value there. 

(December 23.) Approving additional instructions 
to the Governor, permitting and regulating appeals 
from the Supreme Court of Hong Kong. 

(December 23.) For appointing a Vice-Admiralty 
Court at Hong Kong. 

(October 16.) Approving proclamation limiting the 
tender of silver coins at Hong Kong. 



PARLIAMENTAKY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO HONG KONG. 



Year. 


Sessional 
Number. 


Parliamentary Reports, &c. 


1844 
1847 


484 
743 


Estimate of amoimt required to defray 
the charge of the British Settlement at 
Hong Kong, and of the consular establish- 
ments at the five ports open to British 
trade in China. 

Correspondence between Mr. Montgo- 
mery Martin and the Secretary of State 
relating to the resignation of the office of 
Treasurer of Hong Kong. 



I, 2 
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LABUAN. 

Labuan is situated in latitude 5"^ 14^ N., and 
longitude 115** 16' E., about twenty miles from the 
western coast of Borneo, in the Malay Archipelago. 
It was incorporated with the British Empire by 
Treaty, bearing date Decetober 18, 1846, made be- 
tween the British Government and the Sultan of 
Borneo. 

By letters patent, dated December 15, 1847, James 
Brooke, Esq., was appointed Governor of Labuan. 

By commission and instructions of the same date, 
he is authorised to appoint two Justices of the Peace 
there to be members of the Legislative Council of 
Labuan. 

By letters patent, dated April 3, 1848, a Court of 
Vice- Admiralty was appointed in the Island. 

An Episcopal Diocese was established in Borneo, 
in which Labuan is included, by Patent, dated Au- 
gust 6, 1855. 

The salary of the Governor of Labuan is £800 per 
annum. 



PARLIAMENTAKY REPORTS. ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO LABUAN AND BORNEO. 



Tear. 



1847-8 



1850 
1864 



Sessional 
Number. 



460 



663 
12 

1771 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Instructions to the Governor of the new 
settlement of Labuan, and correspondence 
on the subject with the Treasury. 

Correspondence relating to Labuan. 

Supplemental return relating to head- 
money at Borneo. 

Papers respecting Sir James Brooke. 
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CHAFTER IV. 

AFRICAN DEPENDENCIES. 

I. SOUTHEBN, — COMPRISINa THE CaPE OB* GoOD HoPS, 

Bbitibh Kafframa, and Natal. 

n. Western, — coMPRisiNa Sierra Leone, the Gambia 
Settlements, and the Gold Coast Settlements. 

in, Mauritius. 

IV. St. Helena and Ascension Island. 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

The Cape Colony is that portion of South Africa 
which is bounded, on the north by the Orange River 
and its tributaries, on the east by the Kei and the 
Keiskamma ; and comprises an area of about 200,000 
square miles. Its southern point was called first, by 
Diaz, a Portuguese commander under John II., who 
discovered it, in 1486, on a voyage to India, " The 
Cape of Storms," afterwards " Cape of Good Hope ;" 
and was, during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
used chiefly as a station for Portuguese, Dutch, and 
Enghsh ships bound to and from India. In 1652, 
the Colony was formally settled by the Dutch East 
India Company under Van Riebeck. During the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries, the government was 
committed by them to various commanders, over a 
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miscellaneous population of (besides Dutch) Prus- 
sians, Hanoverians, Flemings, Poles, and Erencli 
refugees, whom the revocation of the Edict of Nantes 
had driven thither. Predatory warfare and traffic 
was, during this period, carried on with the Hotten- 
tots, Bosjesmans, and Kaffirs. In 1793, the Boers 
rebelled, expelled the Dutch governor, and at- 
tempted to establish a republic, In 1797, a British 
force having previously occupied Cape Town, Lord 
Macartney was sent to the Cape as British governor. 
The Colony was again ceded to the Dutch in 1799, 
at the Peace of Amiens ; but, in 1805^ reoccupied 
by the British, and taken by Sir David Baird. The 
slave trade from Guinea, which had been carried on 
in the previous century, was abolished in 1808. Per- 
secution of the Hottentots and wars with the Kaffirs 
continued during the Governments of Lord Caledon, 
Sir J. Cradock, Lord C. Somerset, Sir B. D'Urban, 
and Sir Lowry Cole; and from 1815 till 1836, 
when their territory was restored by Lord Glenelg, 
a continuous border war with the Kaffirs was main- 
tained, which has, with more or less interruption, 
lasted to the present day. The government of the 
Colony, which had, under the Dutch, been adminis- 
tered by district councils and magistrates (Land* 
roost), was, on its final occupation by Great Britain, 
• in 1806, committed to a Military Governor sent 
from England. This system lasted tUl 1835, when 
an Executive Council was formed, which consisted, 
till the late changes, of the Colonial Secretary, the 
Treasurer-General, the Attorney- General, the princi- 
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pal Officer of Customs, and the senior Commanding 
Officer. A Legislative Council of twelve members — 
six official and six unofficial — was also constituted, all 
nominated by the Governor, subject to the confirma- 
tion of the Crown. The Colony was, at the same 
time, divided into two provinces : the Western, in 
which the metropolis. Cape Town, is situate ; and the 
Eastern, of which Graham's Town is the capital. 
These were again divided into twenty counties or 
divisions, which were further partitioned into about 
275 field-cometcies or wards. The administration 
of justice at the Cape was committed, by the Dutch, 
to the Landroosts and the Heemraden, or District 
Councils of Burghers. There was also a Weis- 
kammer, or Orphan Court, for managing the effects of 
minors and orphans, and an inferior Court, called the 
Court (rf Commissaries. A Charter of Justice was 
granted in 1827; and by a subsequent Charter, 
dated May 4, 1832, Supreme and Circuit Courts 
were constituted in the Colony. Trial by jury has 
been also introduced. 

The Government established in 1835 continued till 
1850, when, by letters patent, dated May 23, 1850, 
the Governor and Council were empowered to enact 
two Ordinances for the establishment of a Represen- 
tative Government, which Ordinances were afterwards 
amended and confirmed by Her Majesty in Council. 
The constitution thus established consists of two 
Elective Chambers — ^a Legislative Council, and a 
House of Assembly. The Council is composed of 
fifteen members and the Chief Justice for the time 
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being; five forming a Quoram. The House of 
Assembly consists of forty-six Members ; twelve, with 
the President, forming a Quoram. House or land 
holders to the amoimt of £25 per annum, and re- 
ceivers of salary to the amount of £50 per annum, 
are electors qualified to vote, in every district where 
they have property, for members of the House of 
Assembly, in one only for members of the Legislative 
Council. 

The salary of the Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief was, in 1854, £5000 per annum.* 



AuONa THOSS WHO HAVE HELD THE OFFICE OF GOYEBMOB ABE 
THE FOLLOWING, WITH THE DaTES OF THEER BESPECTIVE 

Commissions. 

George, Earl Macartney, December 30, 1796. 

Sir George Yonge, Bart., March 23, 1799. 

Dupre, Earl of Caledon, July 10, 1806. 

Sir J. F. Cradock (afterwards Lord Howden), April 9, 1811. 

Lieut.-General Lord Charles Somerset, November 2, 1813. 

Sir G. Lowry Cole, March 20, 1828. 

Sir Benjamin D'Urban, October 23, 1833. 

Sir George Napier, November 4, 1837. 

Lieut.- General Sir Peregrine Maitland, December 19, 1843. 

Sir Henry Pottinger, Bart., October 1, 1846. 

Sir H. G. Wakelyn Smith, Bart., December 16, 1847. 

Major-General Hon. G, Cathcart, January 10, 1862. 

Su* George Grey, K.C.B., July 24, 1864. 



♦ By patents, dated June 26, 1847, Nov. 23 and Dec. 8, 
1853, the episcopal dioceses of Cape Town and Graham's Town 
were created, the former including British Kafiraria and 
St. Helena. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE CAPE 

' OF GOOD HOPE. 



Tear. 



1796 



1797 
1798 
1801 



1807 

1809 

1820 
1821 

1823 
1826 
1828 



Orders in Council. 



1829 



(November SO.) Ordering Secretary of State to 
prepare Commission for establishing Court of Vice- 
Admiralty at the Cape of Good Hope. 

(December 28.) For regulating the trade to and 
from the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

(January 4.) Approving Commission for trial of 
pirates there. 

(January 24.) For regulating the trade of the 
Colony. 

(February 11.) Empowering the Governor to grant 
licences to import, in British vessels, goods from the 
Spanish Colonies in America, and to export goods 
from the Cape of Good Hope to those Colonies; 
also forbidding commanders of ships of war and 
privateers to molest vessels engaged in that trade. 

(May 13.) Authorising the Governor to impose a 
duty of 16 per cent, on all goods not of British or 
Irish manufacture. 

(April 12.) For regulating the trade to and from 
the Colony. (Partly revoked by Order, April 12, 
1820.) 

(July 12.) For regulating the trade to and from the 
Colony. 

(November 14.) For altering the duties on certain 
articles, being the produce or manufacture of the 
United Kingdom, imported into the Colony. 

(September 19.) For further regulating the trade of 
the Colony. 

(May 3.) Approving report of Committee on peti- 
tion of Orphan Chamber from the Colony. 

(March 20.) Approving commission and instructions 
to Sir Galbraith Lowry Cole, G.C.B., Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief. 

(November 24.) Confirming, with amendments, an 
Ordinance of the Governor of the Colony for regu- 
lating the re-establishment of the Orphan Chamber, 
and for the better administration of estates held in 
trust for the members thereof. 

(January 15.) Confirming an Ordinance of the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor for the regulation and good govern- 
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Tear. 



Ordera in CounciL 



1830 
1832 



1833 
1834 

1835 



1836 



1838 



1839 



1840 



ment of Hottentots, and other free persons of colour, 
within the Colony. 

(February 2.) For improving the condition of the 
slave population in the Colony. 

(February 6.) For adapting to the circumstances of 
the Colony certain provisions of an Order of Novem- 
ber 2nd last, for improving the condition of slaves in 
Colonies having Legislative Assemblies. 

(Februaiy 22.) For regulating the trade of the 
Colony. 

(November 6.) Amending Order of November 2, 
1831, for improving the condition of the slaves in the 
Colony. 

(August 13.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to Major-General Sir Benjamin D'Urban. 

(June 10.) For gazetting general rules framed 
under statute 3 & 4 Will. IV. cap. 73, for abolition of 
slavery in the Colony. 

(April 1.) Approving certwn rules for regulating 
claims for compensation under statute 3 & 4 Will. 
IV. cap. 73. 

(Apnl 1.) Eevoking so much of Order of February 
22, 1822, as prohibits the importation of tea into the 
Colony, except from the United Kingdom. 

(February 3.) Approving letters patent for dividing 
the eastern provinces of tiie Colony into a separate 
and distinct Government, and providing for the ad- 
ministration thereof. (Eevoked by Order, January 
22, 1852.) 

(April 13) Declaring Port Elizabeth to be a free 
warehousing port. 

(June 16.) Approving device for a seal for the 
Government of the eastern division of the Colony. 

(February 15.) Confirming, with certain exceptions, 
an Ordinance enacted by tiie Governor and Legis- 
lative Council, for the better observance of the Lord's 
Day. (Eevoked by Order, February 4, 1839.) 

(February 20.) For saving to the Clergy and minis- 
ters of the Christian religion in the Colony, the hereto- 
fore existing rights to fees on celebration of marriage. 

(April 3.) For repealing so much of an Order of 
September 7, 1838, as respects marriages solemnised 
according to the ritual of the Dutch Reformed 
Church. 
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Tear. Ordeif in Council. 



1840 (August 10.) For levying Customs dues at the 
Cape of Good Hope. (Amended by Order, May 8, 
1841, and March 11, 1843.) 

1842 (August 27.) Confirmmg Ordinance of March 1, 
1841, amending and consolidating laws regulating 
the rights and duties of masters, servants, and ap- 
prentices. 

1843 (February 1.) Empowering the Governor to exercise 
prerogative of pardon in cases of treason and murder. 

(October 2.) Eevoking certain prohibitions on the 
importation of foreign meat, and the produce of 
foreign countries, into the Colony, 

(November 10.) Authorising the Governor and 
Legislative Council to pass laws and ordinances pro- 
viding for the better administration of justice. 

1844 (May 23.) Approving letters patent for annexing 
Natal to the Settlement of the Gape of Good Hope. 

(December 13.) For continuing in force till June, 
1846, an Ordinance regulating the rights and duties 
of masters and servants. 

1845 (April 26.) For equalising the duties on French 
brandy with those on other foreign spirits imported 
into the Colony. 

(June 30.) Disallowing Ordinance of December, 
26, 1844, directing that certain ordinances shall take 
effect from date of promulgation, and defining the 
period from whence they shall take effect 
1646 (January 21.) Confirming an Ordinance of March 
1, 1841, regulating the relative rights and duties of 
masters and servants, and apprentices. 

1847 (January 18.) Confirming certain rules concerning 
emancipated slaves brought into the Colony and its 
dependencies. 

(April 24.) Bepealing all former Orders respecting 
the trade of the Colony, and regulating it for the 
future. (Amended by Order, September 28, 1847.) 

(July 22.) Declaring Colony to be a place to which 
offenders sentenced to transpcotatioa in Mauritius 
by courts-martial may be conveyed. 

1848 (September 4.) Appointing Colony a place to which 
felons and other offenders under sentence of trans- 
portation or banishment maybe conveyed. (Eevoked 
by Orders, January 8, 1850, and June 25, 1851, and 
January, 1854.) 
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Year. 



Orders in Council. 



1848 (October 31.) Giving validity to three Ordinances 
passed by the Legislature of the Colony, to which 
there is no evidence of the Governor's assent : to wit, 
1. Amending law respecting appointments of ofl&cers 
of the Supreme Court; 2. Kelating to apprehension 
and trial of prisoners ; 8. Amending la^r relating to 
Grand and Petit Jiuies. 

(October 31.) Imposing duty of i^. dd. per gallon 
on spirits imported into the Colony, and permittmg 
delivery, duty free, of one gallon of spirits for every 
ten gallons of Cape v^ine exported. 

(December 13.) Declaring ports of Waterloo Bay 
and East London free wrarehousing ports. (Eevoked 
by Order, March 1, 1849, so far as regards Waterloo 
Bay.) 

1849 January 81.) Providing for summary trial of felons 
and other oflfenders transported from the United 
Ejngdom to the Cape of Good Hope, for offences 
committed in the Colony, and for the discipline of 
such as may be employed on roads and public works. 

(July 13.) Approving report of Committee on cor- 
respondence bety^een Earl Grey and the Governor of 
the Colony relating to the several acquisitions of ter- 
ritory adjacent thereto. 

(November 1 3.) Approving letters patent for erect- 
ing the territories of British Kaffraria into a separate 
and distinct Government; and for empovirering the 
Governor of the Cape Colony to make lawrs for the 
government of the said territories. Also, approving 
commission and instructions to the Governor in that 
behalf. 

1850 (January 30,) Approving commission and letters 
patent to Governor empowering him to pass an 
Ordinance, with advice and consent of his Legisla- 
tive Council, for constituting a Parliament, to consist 
of the Governor, Legislative Council, and House of 
Assembly. 

(January 30.) Approving report of Committee for 
trade on various papers relative to the establishment 
of a Eepresentative Legislature at the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

1851 (March 22.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to the Governor for erecting the Orange River 
Sovereignty into a distinct and separate Government, 
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Year. 



Orders in Council. 



1851 



1852 
1863 



1854 



1855 



and empowering the Governor to make laws for the 
government of that territory. 

(May 5.) Approving instructions to the Governor 
reducing the nimiher of tlie Legislative Council. 

(June 25.) Approving devices of seals for the Go- 
vernment of British Kafi&aria and the Orange River 
Sovereignty. 

(March 5.) Enabling Legislature to alter and re- 
peal certain Customs duties. 

(March 11.) Confirming, with amendments, Ordi- 
nance enacted by Governor and Legislative Council, 
for constituting a Parliament for the Colony. 

(March 11.) Confirming an Ordinance for regulat- 
ing, in certain respects, the appropriation of the reve- 
nue of that Colony by the Parliament thereof. 

(January 30.) Revoking Her Majesty's letters 
patent of March 22, 1851, constituting the Orange 
River territories a distinct Government. 

(January 30.) Approving proclamation making 
known the abandonment of the sovereignty over the 
Orange River territories. 

(January 30.) Approving Charter and instructions 
to provide for the futile government of the territo- 
ries of British Kafi&aria. 

(July 24.) Approving commission and instructions 
to Governor Sir George Grey, K.C.B. 

(March 10.) Suspending the prohibition against 
the importation into the Cape of Good Hope of 
foreign reprints of English books. 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND PA- 
PERS RELATING TO THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 



Year. 


Sessional 
Number. 


Parliamentary Beports, &c. 


1816 

1817 
1819-20 


214-15 

225 

58 


Return of offices held at the Colony of 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

Return of value of imports and exports. 

Account of revenues of the Cape of 
Good Hope. 
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Tear. 



1827-28 
1830 

1834 

1836 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 

1850 



1851 



Senional 
Namber. 



1862 



J282 
U06 

584 



617 

279 

400 

786 

/912 
\969 

86 



11138J 

fll37\ 
11234) 

1288 

424 
1362 



635 
683 



227 



Parliamentary fieports, &c. 



89 
57 



Beports of the Commissioners on the 
adm'inistration of the goyermnent and 
finances of the Colony, with docmnents. 

Reports of Commissioners of Inquiiy 
into the condition of the native tribes of 
South Africa. 

Papers relative to proclamations at the 
Cape of Good Hope with respect to abori- 
gines. 

Papers relative to the Kaffir War and 
the death of Hintra. 

Application for Representative Govern- 
ment. 

Correspondence with the Governor of 
the Cape of Good Hope relative to the 
state of the Kaffir tribes on the eastern 
frontier of the Colony. 

Correspondence relative to the rebellions 
of the Boers. 

Despatches relating to convict discipline 
and the employment and reception of con- 
victs at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Correspondence relative to the establish- 
ment of a Bepresentative Assembly at the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

Correspondence with the Governor rela- 
tive to the state of the Kaffir tribes on the 
eastern frontier. 

Correspondence relative to the establish- 
ment of a Bepresentative Assembly at the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

Beport of Select Committee on Kaffir 
tribes. 

Betum of Her Majesty's troops employed 
in South Africa since 1843, in each year, 
and abstract of expenditiu"e of Great Bri- 
tain on South Africa during that time. 

Estimate of sums required for the 
Kaffir war beyond ordinary grants for 
army, navy, ordnance, and commissariat 
services, 

Betum of troops employed in South 
Africa. 

Copies of all Ordinances passed by the 
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Tear. 



Sesssional 
Nnmber. 



1862 



1853 



1854 



107 



lU 



544 



fl334) 
13621 
1380 1 

tU28J 
1360 



1427 



130 



268 

264 

fl581) 

11636 J 

1636 

1640 



ri646\ 
ll768/ 



Parliamentary Beports, &c 



Legislative Council of the Cape of Good 
Hope since its recent reconstruction. 

Estimates of sums required for the cost 
of the Kaffir war, beyond ordinary grants 
for army, navy, ordnance, and commissa- 
riat services. 

Return of white and coloured popula- 
tion of the Colony in the several districts 
of the eastern and western divisions, and 
also of British Kaffiraria. 

Treasury minute directing Commission- 
ers of Audit to prepare account of extraor- 
dinary expenses of the Kaffir war. 

Correspondence with the Governor of 
the Cape of Good Hope on the state of the 
Kaffir tribes and the recent outbreak on the 
eastern frontier of the Colony. 

Correspondence with the Governor on 
the assumption of sovereignty over the ter- 
ritory between the Vaal and Orange Rivers. 

Correspondence relative to flie esta- 
blishment of a Representative Assembly 
at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Return of petitions received from the 
Cape of Good Hope, and of letters patent 
appointing the Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

Return of number and cost of troops in 
South Africa. 

Estimate of further sums required for 
the Kaffir war. 

Further papers relative to a Representa- 
tive Assembly at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Correspondence relating to the Kaffir 
tribes and recent outbreaks on the eastern 
frontier. 

Two Ordinances enacted by the Go- 
vernor and Council of the Cape of Good 
Hope constituting a Parliament for the 
Colony, and regulating the appropriation of 
the revenue thereof by the said Parliament. 

Further correspondence relative to the 
Orange River Sovereignty. 
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BRITISH KAFFRARIA. 

By Proclamation dated December 23, 1847, and 
issued by Sir H. G. W. Smith, then Governor of the 
Cape Colony, the boundaries of this district were first 
defined. By letters patent, dated December 14, 1850, 
British Kaffraria was erected into a separate and dis- 
tinct Government. By Charter, dated March 6, 1854, 
the present boundaries of the Colony are minutely 
defined, and that part of the territories hitherto called 
British KaflTraria which lies between the Elip Plaat 
River and the Zwart Kei is annexed to the Colony of 
the Cape of Good Hope. By the same Charter pro- 
vision is made for the separate and distinct govern- 
ment of British Kaffraria, and that laws passed in the 
Cape Colony shall be of no force in Kaffraria. The 
government is committed by the above-cited Charter 
to the Governor of the Cape Colony for the time 
being, subject to the special instructions which are 
appended to the Charter, power being reserved to Her 
Majesty to appoint a Lieutenant-Governor. 

Provision is made for the local government of the 
Colony by the same instrument which is the basis of 
its present constitution. 



NATAL. XM 



NATAL. 

This territory, extending about 200 miles along 
the east coast of Afirica, between the parallels of 
2r W and 30" 40' south latitude, and between 
the meridians of 20* and 31"* 10' east longitude, 
comprises an area of about 18,000 square miles. 
It was first discovered by the Portuguese at th6 
end of the 15th century, and afterwards settled by 
the Dutch East India Company ; and at various times 
between 1823 and 1844, attempts to colonise the 
country were made by Boers from the Cape Colony 
and by Various EngKshmen, among whom were Lieu- 
tenant Farewell and Captain Gardiner. In May, 
1844, letters patent were issued annexing the district 
to the Cape Colony. By subsequent letters patent, 
dated April 31, 1845, Natal was made a distinct and 
separate Government ; but power was still entrusted 
to the authorities of the Cape Colony to make laws, if 
required, for the new province. By a royal Charter, 
dated March 2, 1847, the power granted to the Cape 
Legislature was revoked, and vested in the oflScer ad- 
ministering the government of Natal, and in certain 
pubhc functionaries, who constitute the Legislative 
Council. 

The salary of the Lieutenant-Governor of Natal 
was, in 1854, £800 per annum.* 

* By patent, dated Nov. fJ3, 1853, an episcopal diocese was 
created in Natal. 

M 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO NATAL. 



Tetr. 



1844 
1845 

1846 




1840 



1860 



Orders in Council. 



(May 23.) Approving letters patent for annexing 
Natal to the Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope. 

(April 26.) Approving commission for erecting 
district of Natal into a separate and distinct Govern- 
ment 

(February 26.) Approving commission and in- 
stmctions to the Lieutenant-Governor for establish- 
ing an Executive Coimcil at Natal. 

(July 8.) Approving device of a seal for the Govern- 
ment of Natal. 

(September 26.) For regulating the trade of NataL 

(February 27.) Establishing a Legislative Council 
at NataL 

(February 11.) Designating the public officers who 
are to compose the Legislative Council of Natal. 

(June 27.) Exempting agricultural implements 
from duty on importation into the district of NataL 

(June 19.) Giving effect to an Ordinance (No. 3 of 
1840] passed by the Legislature of the district of 
Natal, providing for the better administration of jus- 
tice among the natives. 

(January 8.) Approving supplementary commis- 
sion providing for Uie administration of government 
there in the event of the Lieutenant-Governor's 
office suddenly becoming vacant 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO NATAL. 



Tear. 



1847-8 

1849 

1852 
1862-3 



Sessional 
Number. 



980 

f 861 

11059) 

1292 



\ 



1417 . 
1697) 



Farliamentaiy Beports^ Sec. 



Correspondence relative to the establish- 
ment of the Settlement of Natal. 

Correspondence on the Settlement of 
Natal and rebellion of the Boers. 

Further correspondence relative to the 
Settiement of Natal. 
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IL WESTERN AFMOAN DEPSNDENOISa 

SIERRA LEONE. 

The Settlement of Sierra Leone comprises a tract 
of territory about 18 miles by 12, on the west coast 
of Africa.* It is a peninsula, on the north side of 
which the capital-, Freetown, is situate. Sierra Leone 
was first occupied by the Portuguese in 1463. Slave 
factories were established there at various times by 
the English and Portuguese. In 1787, it was ceded 
to the King of England by the native chiefs, for the 
settlement of some liberated negroes who had come 
to England at the close of the American war, and 
had been emancipated in consequence of Lord Mans* 
field's decision. In 1791, the Sierra Leone Company 
was formed, under the auspices of Granville Sharp, 
Wflberforce, Clarkson, and Thornton. In 1792, a 
further settlement of Africans from Nova Scotia was 
planted there. In 1808, the Colony was surrendered 
to the Crown, and the civil and military authority 
there transferred to the British Government, which 
now consists of a Governor, and a Legislative Coun« 
cil composed of seven or more members, comprising 
the Chief Justice, Colonial Secretary, and one or two 
merchants. In Sierra Leone, the laws of England 
generally prevail. Trial by jury is in force. The 
courts of justice are, the Court of Royal Commission, 
of Vice- Admiralty, of the Recorder of Freetown, and 
an Appeal Court, at which the Governor and Council 
preside, and from which, where the matter in dispute 
exceeds £400, there is an appeal to Her Majesty in 

* Also the nhas dos Idolos and Banana Islands. 

M 2 
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Council. By a Charter of Justice dated October 17, 
1834, nine Councillors were appointed to assist the 
Governor, with certain judicial and legislative powers. 
The Governor's salary was, in 1854, £2000 per 
annum.* 

Among those who have held the Office of Goveehob 

ARE THE FOLI.OWING, WITH THE DaTES OF THEIR BE- 

BPECTivE Commissions. 

Charles Maxwell, June 22, 1811. 

Lieut-Colonel G.^Macdonald, December 10, 1841. 

William Ferguson, April 26, 1846. 

Norman W. Macdonald, April 6, 1846. 

A. E. Kennedy, August 18, 1852. 

Lieut-Colonel Stephen Hill, November 14, 1854. 



ORDEKS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO SIERRA 

LEONE. 



Year. 



1800 
1826 

1829 



1837 



1839 
1840 



Orders in Coancil. 



(June 11.) Granting a Charter for t2ie government 
of Sierra Leone. 

(May 3.) For prohibiting the exportation of gun- 
powder to the coast of Africa. (Continued by Order, 
November 20, 1826.) 

(October 12.) Extending to Sierra Leone and the 
West African Settlements the provisions of certain 
statutes relating to the Customs. (Revoked by 
Order, February 13, 1849.) 

(April 5.) Approving commission and instructions 
to Lieutenant- General Richard Doherty, Captain- 
General and Govemor-in-Chief of Sierra Leone and 
its dependencies. 

(November 15.) Authorising the Governor to exer- 
cise prerogative of pardon in certain cases. 

(October 3.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to J. Jeramie, Esq., Captain-General and 
Governor-in-Chief. 



* By patent, dated May 22, 1852, the episcopal diocese of 
Sierra Leone (including the Gambia and Gold Coast Settle- 
ments) was constituted. 
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Tear. 



1843 



Orderg in Council. 



1849 



185a 



1853 



(June 10.) Approving proclamation respecting 
value of certain silver coins at Sierra Leone, and 
revoking Order of March 23, 1825, for payment of 
troops in British money. 

(July 13.) Approving report of Committee on ex- 
tension of British jiuisdiction over British subjects 
residing in countries under dominion of native 
princes adjacent to Sierra Leone. 

(March 5.) Enabling the Legislature of Sierra 
Leone to alter or repeal Customs regulations made 
by certain Orders in Council. 

(June 30.) Approving proclamation regulating the 
rates at which ceitain gold coins of the United 
States are to pass at Sierra Leone. 

(June 30.) Approving Charter of Incorporation of 
African Steam-Ship Company. 

(November 25.) Approving instructions to Go- 
vernor ratifying the Bishop's appointment as a Mem- 
ber of the Council of Sierra Leone. 



ACTS OF THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT RELATING 

TO SIERRA LEONE. 



Year. 



Acta of Parliament 



1807 



1821 



1843 



1853 



(August 8.) 47 Geo. III. cap. 44. — ^An Act for 
trsmsfeixing to His Majesty certain possessions and 
rights vested in the Sierra Leone Company, and for 
shortening the dmration of the said Company, and 
for preventing any dealing or trafficking in slaves 
i?iihin the Colony of Sierra Leone. 

(May 7.) 1 & 2 Geo. IV. cap. 28.— An Act for abo- 
lishing the African Company, and transferring to 
and vesting in His Majesty all the forts, possessions, 
and property now belonging to or held by them. 

(April 11.) 6 Vict, cap. 13.— An Act to enable Her 
Majesty to provide for the government of her Settle- 
ments on ^e coast of Africa, and in the Falkland 
Islands. 

(August 20.) 16 & 17 Vict. cap. 86.— An Act to re- 
move doubts as to the rights of the liberated Africans 
in Sierra Leone. 
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PAMJAMENTAEY KEPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO SIERRA LEONE. 



Yetr. 



Seuional 
Number. 



Parliamentary Beports, &e. 



1801-9 

1803-4 

1806 

1806-7 

1810-11 
1820 



1824 
1825 



1827 
1829 

1830 



1845 



195 

55 

101 
90 



269 
503 
520 

(312f 
1562 1 

236 
57 



661 



520 



Reports on petition of the Court of Direc- 
tors of the Sierra Leone Company. 

Accounts of grants to the Sierra Leone 
Company. 

Report on petition of Court of Directors 
of the Company. 

Accounts of grants to the Company. 

Papers respecting the state of the Settle- 
ment, heing reports of Sir George Collier 
on the character of the natives, and on the 
productions of the soil. 

Accounts relating to the trade with 
Sierra Leone and &e coasts of Africa. 

Returns of grants of money for the 
civil estahlishment of Sierra Leone. 

Returns of revenue, exports, popula- 
tion,, schools, churches and chapels, ves- 
sels and fishing-hoats, marriages, &c., &c., 
at Sierra Leone. 

Reports of Commissioners of Inquiiy 
into the state of Sierra Leone and its de- 
pendencies. 

Returns of the population in Sierra 
Leone, distinguishing the liberated Afri- 
cans from other African residents. 

Abstract of expenditure from 1812 to 
1828 ; correspondence as to treatment of 
captured negroes, the militia, the transfer 
of dependencies ; queries and replies as to 
climate, troops, vessels, &c., employed on the 
West-African station since 1815. 

Report from the Select Committee on 
the Settlements of Sierra Leone and Fer- 
nando Po. 

Various accounts relative to the taxes, 
duties, fees, and other sources of revenue, 
in the years 1842 and 1843, at Sierra 
Leone and the Gambia Settlements, 
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Tears. 


Sessional 
Number. 


Farliamentary Beports, &c 


1850 
1852-3 


643 
53 
1680 


Correspondence relative to the emigra- 
tion of labourers from Sierra Leone to the 
West Indies. 

Eeport from Lords* Select Committee 
on means to be adopted for the final ex- 
tinction of the African slave trade. 

Papers relative to slave dealing at Sierra 
Leone. 



THE GAMBIA RIVER SETTLEMENTS. 



The seat of Government of these Settlements is 
Bathurst^ a town situate on an island at the mouth of 
the Gambia River, on the west coast of Africa, be- 
tween 13** and 14** N. latitude, and about 16* W. 
longitude. These Settlements were first visited by 
the Portuguese in 1456, and afterwards by the Dutch. 
Patent grants in respect of these territories were made 
at various times by British Sovereigns to African Com- 
panies. The first was granted by Qneen Elizabeth in 
1588, for trading from the Gambia and Senegal 
Rivers, and renewed by James I. in 1618, by 
Charles I. in 1631, and by James II. in 1673. 

In 1713, the African Company entered into what 
was called the " Assiento Contract," with the Spanish 
and English Governments, by which they imdertook 
to supply to Spain a certain number of slaves yearly 
for a certain time, a portion of the profits of the un- 
dertaking to be divided between the English and 
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Spanish Governments. In 1749, the Company sur- 
rendered its charters, forts, and other property to the 
British Government, which paid their debts, and a 
new Free Company was formed which existed till 
1821, and was then dissolved. The present Govern- 
ment of the Gambia Settlements at Bathurst was esta- 
blished by letters patent, dated June 24, 1853. It 
consists of a Governor and an Executive and Legisla- 
tive Council (the Colonial Secretary, the Collector of 
Customs, and the Queen's Advocate, being members 
of the former). The salary of the Governor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief was, in 1854, £1000 per annum. 



Among those who have held the Office of Governor are 
THE following: — 

H. P. Seagram, June 10, 1843. 

Ed. Norcott, November 10, 1843. 

C. Fitzgerald, May 23, 1844. 

R. G. Macdonnell, August 10, 1847. 

A. Kennedy, May 15, 1852. 

Major L. S. O'Connor, August 18, 1852. 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE 
GAMBIA RIVER SETTLEMENTS. 



Tear. 



Orders in Coimcil. 



1669 
1765 



(September 24.) Granting licence to the African 
Company to carry out battery work to the Gambia. 

(February 22.) Directing Board of Trade to take 
proper measures for taking Senegal and Gambia out 
of the hands of the African Company, and to erect 
them into a province imder His Majesty's govern- 
ment. 
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Year. 



1765 



1766 

J 843 

1849 
1852 



Orders in Council. 



(November 1.) Approving report of Committee for 
erecting territories of Senegal and Gambia into one 
Government by the name of the Province of Sene- 
gambia, and for forming a civil constitution and 
military establishment therein; also directing Se- 
cretary of State to appoint a Governor for the said 
province. 

(March 21.) Ordering Court-house and Govern- 
ment-house to be erected at St. Louis, in that pro 
vince. 

rjune 10.) See Siebba Leone. 

(July 15.) For establishing a Vice-Admiralty Court 
at the Gambia Biver Settlements. 

(January 31.) Eegulating the trade of Her Majesty's 
Settlements on the Gambia Biver. 

(March 5.) Enabling the Legislatui'e at the Gam- 
bia to alter or repeal Customs regulations made by 
certain Orders in Coimcil. 



GOLD COAST SETTLEMENTS. 

These Settlements comprise certain forts and sta- 
tions on the coast of Upper Guinea in Western Africa, 
extending between 5** and 4** 20' E. longitude. The 
chief are Cape Coast Castle, Annamaboo, Dix Cove, 
and Accra. 

Cape Coast Castle was first settled by the Portu- 
guese in 1 61 . They were dispossessed by the Dutch, 
and the Settlement was confirmed in the possession of 
England by the Treaty of Breda in 1672. When the 
African Company, under whose control these forts 
remained for a long period, was abolished in 1821, 
several of the forts were abandoned, and the remainder 
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surrendered to the Crown and subjected to the autho- 
rity of the Governor of Sierra Leone. In 1827, the 
retained forts were placed under the management of a 
London CJommittee of African merchants, to whom 
the disbursement of an annual Government grant was 
confided. The local authority is vested in a Lieute- 
nant-Qovemor. under whom is a judicial assessor ap- 
pointed by the Queen. No Council, Legislative or 
Executive, exists at the Gold Coast : the power of en- 
acting laws is vested in the Governor and Council of 
Sierra Leone. There are also at Annamaboo and Dix 
Cove, resident magistrates, by whom local affairs are 
administered. 

Accra, withforts Christianborg and Friedensborg and 
other now deserted forts, was purchased by the British 
Government from Denmark for £10,000 in 1850. 
These forts are governed by a resident magistrate under 
orders from Sierra Leone. British influence is also 
now paramount at Lagos and at Abbeokouta, a town 
about fifty miles inland, which was lately colonised hy 
about 8000 liberated Africans from Sierra Leone. 
In April, 1852, the Governor of the Gold Coast as- 
sembled the native kings and chiefs, who formed them- 
selves into a legislative assembly for the regulation of 
the local aSiairs of a district comprising an area of 
8000 square miles. 

The salary of the Governor was, in 1854, £800 per 
annum. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE GOLD 

COAST SETTLEMENTS. 



Tear. 



1843 
1844 



1850 



1853 



Orden in Oomidl. 



(August 23.) Approving device of a seal for the 
Government of the Gold Coast Settlements. 

(September 8.) Directing all judges and others, in 
exercising power and jurisdiction imder statute 6 & 7 
Vict. cap. 94, within the countries and places adja- 
cent to Her Majesfy*s forts and Settlements on the 
Gold Coast, to observe such of the local customs as 
are compatible with the law of England ; and ap- 
pointing Cape Coast Castle and Sierra Leone as 
places to which persons coming within the operation 
of the said Act may be sent for trial and punish- 
ment. 

(October 7.) Approving instructions to Governor 
of Sierra Leone for making further provisions for the 
administration of Her Majesty's forts and Settlements 
on the Gold Coast. 

(November 8.) Approving instructions to the Go- 
vernor of Sierra Leone authorising certain persons 
therein named to exercise jurisdiction within the 
countries adjacent to Her Majesty's Settlements on 
the Gold Coast. 

(January 8.) Approving Charter for the govern- 
ment of Her Majesty's Settlements on the Gold Coast. 

(February 5.) For establishing a Vice-Admiralty 
Comrt at the Gold Coast Settlements. 

(February 7.) Approving instructions to Governor 
appointing the Colonial Secretary for the time being 
to be a member of the Legislative and Executive 
Coimcils in place of the Collector of Customs. 
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ment was established by a proclamation of Governor 
Farquhar, which^ however^ was afterwards suppressed 
in 18^1 J in pursuance of instructions from Lord 
Bathurst. 

The Government of Mauritius, as at present con- 
stituted, is vested in a Governor, aided by an Execu- 
tive Council, of which the Colonial Secretary, Pro- 
cureur, and Advocate-General, and the second officer 
in command of the troops, are members. There is also 
9 Legislative Council or Council of Government, to 
which, besides the three above-named members of the 
Executive Council, the Collector of Customs, Auditor- 
General, Treasurer and Collector of Internal Revenues 
also belong, making altogether seven official members. 
There are also seven unofficial members selected by the 
Governor from the chief landed proprietors and mer- 
chants of the island, and submitted for appointment 
to Her Majesty. 

The Setchelles Islands are distant about 900 
miles from Port Louis in the Mauritius ; they comprise 
altogether (including about 30 islands) an area of 
50,000 acres, and are governed by a Civil Conunis- 
sioner acting under the orders of the Government of 
Mauritius. . 

The salary of the Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief, is £6000 per annum.* 

Among those who have held the Goyebnhemt abib — 

Mcyor-Qeneral Sir William Majnard Gomm, Jane 3, IS^i^. 
G. W. Anderson, Esq., February 13, 1849. 
J. M. Higginsbn, Esq., August 14, 1850. 

* By patent, dated Nov. 24, 1854, an episcopal diocese was 
donstituted in Mauritiiis. 



MAUBITIUa 176 



ORDEBS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO MAURITIUS 

AND ITS DEPENDENCIES. 



Tear. 

1814 
1817 

1820 

1824 

1826 



1828 
1829 

1830 



1831 



1832 



Orders in Gonncil. 



(September 24.) For establishing a registry of slaves 
in the Isle of France and its dependencies. 

(March 1.) For permitting foreign vessels to import 
ana export certain articles to and from the island. 

(Julj 12.) For regulating the trade of the island. 

(March 10.) For permitting the importation of cattle 
into the island from Madagascar under the French 
flag. 

(January 80.) For amending Order of September 
24, 1814. 

(July 27.) Approving additional instructions to the 
Governor, respecting the bringing before the Council 
of the island questions connected with its administra- 
tion. 

(March 5.) Approving commission and instructions 
to Sir Charles Colville. 

(Jime 22.) For removing the disabilities to which 
Her Majesty's subjects of free condition but of African 
or Indian birth or descent are subject in Mauritius. 

(February 2.) For improving the condition of the 
slave population in Mauritius. 

(November 5.) For regulating the administration of 
justice in Mauritius. 

(November 22.) Approving Report of Committee 
for Trade, recommending that a Charter be granted 
for establishing a bank in Mainritius. 

(February 23.) Disallowing an Ordinance of the 
Governor and Council of Mauritius, and for pro- 
hibiting the use of chsdns and irons in the punish- 
ment of slaves in the island. 

(April 13.) For improving the administration of 
justice in Mauritius. 

(May 2.) Constituting Port Louis in Mauritius, a 
free warehousing port. 

(November 6.) Approving Proclamation, admonish- 
ing the inhabitants of the island of the danger they 
will incur by remaining in arms. 

(November 6.) For 3ie suppression of the military 
force, which has been arrayed in the island without 
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Yew. 



1882 



1834 



1885 



1886 



1837 



1888 



Orders in Conncil. 



legal authority, for the punishment of persons who 
shall continue in anns, and for the estahlishment of 
martial law if required for the maintenance of His 
Majesty's authority. 

(November 6.) For removing doubts as to the ne- 
cessity of registration of laws and Boyal Commis- 
sions in the Courts of Mauritius, to provide for the 
administration of judicial oaths, and to consolidate 
the offices of Procureur and Advocate-General. 

(November 6.) For amending Order of November 2, 
1 881 ,for improving the condition of slaves in Mauritius. 

(June 10.) For gazetting general rules formed 
under 8 & 4 Wm. IV. cap. 78, for abolition of slavery 
in Mauritius. 

(September 17.) For giving effect in Mamitius to 
statute 8 & 4 Wm. IV. cap. 73. 

f April I.) For gazetting certain rules respecting 
clauns for compensation under statute 8 & 4 Wm. IV. 
cap. 78, s. 55. 

(June 10.) Approving instructions to the Governor 
of Mauritius for remodelling the list of official 
members of the Council. 

(February 28) For improving the administration 
of justice at Mauritius. 

{June 20) For abolishing certain restrictions ex- 
isting imder local enactments on establishment of 
schools in Mauritius, and for encouraging the pro- 
gress of education there. 

(July 6.) Approving Eeport of Judicial Committee 
on registry of the negro population of Mauritius. 

(November 30.) For ensuring at the Seychelles 
Islands the effect and execution of the provisions of 
the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, and of Order in 
Council of September 18, 1884, relative to appren- 
ticeship. 

(November 18.) For enabling Judges of Supreme 
Court of Mauritius to correct in certain cases the 
classification of persons apprenticed in the Colony 
imder statute 8 & 4 Wm. IV. cap. 73. 

(June 20.) For extending to Mauritius the provi- 
sions of an Order of April 25, 1838, for fixing allow- 
ance of food to apprenticed labourers. 

(September 7.) Tluree Orders : 1. For regulating 
rights and duties of masters and servants ; 2. For 
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Year. 



1838 



1839 



1840 



1841 



1842 



1843 



1845 



Orders in Council. 



prevention and punishment of vagrancy ; 3. For re- 
gulating law of marriage at Mauritius. 

(November 5.) For terminating at a period to be 
named by the Governor, the obligations of prsedial 
apprentices in Mauritius, created by statute 3 & 4 Wm. 
IV. cap. 73. 

(August 26.) Granting Charter of Incorporation to 
the Mauritius Commercial Bank. 

(November 15.) Approving instnietions to Gover- 
nor to appoint Collector of Internal Revenue one of 
the official members of the Council, instead of the 
President of the Appeal Court. 

(July 13.) Approving instructions to Governor, 
authorising him under certain, circumstances to assent 
to Ordinances for the Naturalisation of Aliens. 

(February 25.) Declaring that the English and not 
the French version of Mauritius Ordinances should be 
considered as the original version. 

(June 23.) For amending Order of September 7. 
1838, respecting contracts between masters and ser- 
vants at Mauritius. 

(January 15.) For regulating emigration from 
British India to Mauritius. 

(January 15.) For assimilating the law of Mauritius 
to that of England, so far as regards tenure of lands 
or irremovable property by aliens. 

(June 3.) For permitting French ships to import 
into Mauritius from the island of Bourbon, ice being 
the produce of that island. 

(February 1 .) Approving proclamation regulatin ' 
the rates at which foreign coins and coins of the East 
India Company's territories are to be cm'rent in Mau- 
ritius, also revoking Order of March 23, 1825. 

(June 10.) Empowering the Governor to alter pro- 
visions of Order of September 7, 1 838, respecting 
rights and duties of masters and servants, and for 
suppression of vagitmcy, and of an Order of October 
6, 1838, respecting encroachments on Crown lands. 

(September 13.) Fixing date for introducing into 
the legal tribunals of Mauritius the exclusive use 
of the English language. 

(November 20.) For exempting pot and pearl ashes 
and specimens illustrative of natiu'al history, from 
the 4 per cent, ad valorem import duty at Mauritius. 
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Year. 



1848 
1849 

1850 
1851 



1852 
1858 



Orders in GonnGil 



(December 16.) Declaring royal assent to a Mau- 
ritius Ordinance, repealing certain Customs Duties. 

(May 1.) Approving additional instructions to the 
Governor for altering the constitution of the Council 
of Mauritius. 

(December 12.) Regulating Coolie Immigration into 
Mauritius. 

(October 23.) Declaring royal assent to a Mauri- 
tius Ordinance, 1860 (No. 2). For altering the orga- 
nisation of the several Courts there. 

(December 26.) Declaring royal assent to a Mau- 
ritius Ordinance, repealing certain Customs Duties. 

(October 16.) Approving Proclamation limiting the 
tender of silver coins in Mauritius. 

(April 1.) For suspending during the continuance 
in force of a Mauritius Ordinance (No. 24), 1851, re- 
lating to Copyright, the prohibition against the 
importation of foreign reprints of British books. 



ACTS OF IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT RELATING TO 

MAURITIUS. 



Tear. 



1848 



1852 



Acts of Parliament 



(September 5.) 11 & 12 Vict. cap. 130.— An Act 
for guaranteeing the interest on certain loans raised 
at Mauritius. 

(December 16.) 16 Vict. cap. 4. — An Act to amend 
statute 11 & 12 Vict. cap. 130. 
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PARLIAMENTAKY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND PA- 
PERS RELATING TO MAURITIUS AND . ITS 
DEPENDENCIES. 



Year. 



Sessional 
Number. 



1837 



1837-8 

1841 
1844 

1846 
1850 



516 A 



fl80 
1232 

66 

356 



691 
741 



1852 



110 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



1819-20 


57 




89 
236 


1825 


1826 


428-9 


1826-7 


284 



Accounts of the revenues of Mauritius. 

Return of civil officers at Mauritius. 

Papers relating to the colonial trade of 
Mauritius. 

Return of regiments stationed in Mau- 
ritius. 

Return of tlie quantity of cotton ex- 
ported from the Seychelles Islands in 
each year since the period of tlieir occu- 
I pation. 

Abstract of revenue and expenditure of 
Mainritius, money raised, debts paid off. 

Copies of Mauritius Ordinances for re- 
gulating the relative duties of masters and 
employers and articled servants and la- 
bourers there. 

Papers relating to the introduction of 
Indian labourers. 

Correspondence relating to the immi- 
gration of Indian labourers into Mauri- 
tius. 

Papers relating to the state of the la- 
bouring population of Mauritius. 

Despatches from the Governor and 
memorials from the Mauritius Association 
relative to the trade and finances of the 
island. 

Despatch from the Governor to the 
Secretary of SfMe, with report on the state 
of the rural districts of Mauritius. 
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ST. HELENA AND ASCENSION ISLAND. 

St. Helena is situate 1200 miles from the African 
coast. The observatory is in 15** 55' S. latitude, and 
in 5* 44' W. longitude. The island comprises an area 
of about 30,000 acres. It was discovered by the 
Portuguese in 1 502, and afterwards held by the Dutch, 
who abandoned it in 1651 ; and from that time till 
the renewal of their Charter in 1833, it was held by 
the English East India Company. It was in the latter 
year surrendered to the Crown, and is now governed 
by a military officer aided by a Council, of which the 
Chief Justice and Lieutenant-Colonel commanding 
the troops are members, having been appointed by 
warrant under His Majesty's sign manual in confor- 
mity with the Order in Council, dated October U, 
1835. 

The salary of the Governor was, in 1854, £2000 per 
annum.* 

Ascension Island was discovered on Ascension 
Day in 1501, and taken possession of by the English 
in 1815. The fort is situate in latitude 7** 56' S., 
longitude 14"* 26' W. The island comprises an area 
of about 35 square miles. 

* By patent, dated June 25, 1847, St. Helena was included 
in the episcopal diocese of Cape Town, constituted by that 
patent. 






ST. HELENA. 181 

ORDEKS IN COUNCIL KELATING TO ST. HELENA. 



Year. 



Orders in CoundL 



1835 



1836 
1839 



1840 



1843 



1845 



185U 

]851 
1852 



1853 



(April 1.) For making provision for the adminis- 
tration of the civil affairs of the island on its trans- 
fer from the East India Company to the Grown, 
with warrant under His Majesty's sign manual to the 
Civil Commissioner appointed. (Eevoked by Order, 
October 12, 1835.) 

(May 20.) Approving device of new seal for the 
Government of the island. 

(October 26.) For establishing a Vice-Admiralty 
Court at the island. 

(June 3.) Approving, with amendments, an Ordi- 
nance of the Governor in Council amending and 
consolidating the laws relating to taxes. 

(July 11.) Eegulatmg the duties of Customs in the 
island. 

(January 15.) For carrying into eflFect an Ordi- 
nance of the Governor in Coimcil respecting coun- 
terfeit coins. (JSee Order, July 15, 1843.) 

(December 13.) Authorising the duties of Customs 
to be paid and received according to imperial weights 
and measures. 

(September 13.) Confirming an Ordinance of the 
Governor in Council for levying a tonnage duty on 
all merchant vessels trading to Qie island — the dues 
to be applied to the erection of a civil hospital. 

(November 20.) Placing trade of France with St. He- 
lena on same footing as with other British possessions. 
(November 20.) Confirming two Ordinances passed 
by Governor in Council: 1. Imposing duty on all 
boats used as tanks for watering vessels, and on plea- 
sure-boats ; 2. Respecting issue of licences. 

(January 8.) Impeding tonnage duty on all mer- 
chant vessels in aid of the erection of an hospital 
and prison on the island. 

(June 25.) Approving certain rules of the Vice- 
Admiralty Court in slave trade and other cases. 

(January 10.) Permitting the free importation of 
oil into the island. 

(April 5.) Enabling the Governor to act as Chief 
Justice. 

(February 21.) Confirming an Ordinance of Sep- 
tember 9, 1862, respecting certain duties of Customs. 
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ACTS OF IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT RELATING TO 

ST. HELENA. 



Year. 



1816 



Acts of Parliament. 



(April 11.) 56 Geo. III. cap. 23. — ^An Act for regu- 
lating the intercourse with the island of St. Helena 
during the time Napoleon Bonaparte was detained 
there. 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO ST. HELENA. 



Tear. 



1860 



1861 



Sessional 
Number. 



Parliamentary Beports, &c. 




Correspondence relative to the emigra- 
tion of labourers from St. Helena to the 
West Indies. 

Returns of revenue collected in St. He- 
lena in 1848, 1849, and 1850, with salaries 
of certain government officers. 
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CHAPTER V. 

AMERICAN DEPENDENCIES. 

Sect. I. Northern, — Comprising Canada — East and West, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Prince 
Edward's Island, The Hudson's Bay Territories, 
Vancouver's Island, and Bermudas. 

Sect. II. — Central, — Comprising Honduras and the Antilles, 
or West India Islands. 

Sect. III. Southern, — Comprising British Guiana, The 
Falkland Islands, and Pitcairn. 



SECT. I. — ^NORTHERN AMERICAN DEPENDENCIES. 

CANADA. 

ri AN AD A* comprises that portion of the North- 
American continent, which is situate between the 
parallels of 42"* and 53° north latitude, and the me- 
ridians of 64** and 90"* west longitude, being an area 
of about 350,000 square miles, including both pro- 
vinces. East Canada was discovered by Giovanni 
Gaboto, a Venetian, holding a commission from 
Henry VII. of England, in 1497, but immediately 
afterwards fell into the possession of France, to which 
power it was formally ceded, in 1632, by the treaty of 
St. Germains, and so remained till 1759, when it 
was conquered by the British, under General Wolfe, 

* Galled from an Indian word Kanata, a cluster of huts. 
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and by the treaty of Paris, in 1763, was ceded to 
England. In 1774, by statute 14 George III. cap. 
83, the Crown was empowered to appoint a Council 
for the administration of the affairs of the Province, 
of not less than 19, or more than 23 members. 

In 1791, by statute 31 George III. cap. 31, 
Upper and Lower Canada were divided and consti- 
tuted into two Provinces. By this Act, the Governor 
was empowered to summon 15 Councillors in the 
Lower, and 7 in the Upper Province, where a Lieut.- 
Governor was appointed. Houses of Assembly were 
at the same time formed, to consist of not less than 
50 members in Lower, nor than 16 in Upper Canada. 
The electors for counties were to be freeholders or rotu- 
riers possessing 40*. sterling per annimi. The electors 
for towns and townships, £5 hoM&e-otvners, or £10 
house'/iolders. By an Act passed in 1830, foreigners, 
naturalized by five years' residence in Canada, were 
rendered capable (if possessing the necessary qualifi- 
cations) of exercising the franchise. In consequence 
of the Rebellion, this constitution was suspended in 
East or Upper Canada in 1838, and a Special Council 
appointed. In 1840, by statute 3 and 4 Vict. cap. 
35, Upper and Lower Canada were re-united, and a 
Legislative Council of the two united Provinces con- 
solidated. This Council was to consist of not less 
than 20 members (and has, in fact, numbered 45), 
10, including the Speaker, to be a quorum. All to 
be appointed for life by the Crown, and to be natural- 
born subjects of Her Majesty, and of full age. The 
House of Assembly constituted by this Act, con- 
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sisted of 42 representatives of the Eastern, and 42 
of the Western Province, 84 altogether, 20 being a 
quorum, elected for four years. Freeholders or rotu- 
riers, to the amount of £500 sterling, were to be 
eligible as members, and freeholders or roturiers, to 
the amount of 40^. sterling, to be entitled to vote in 
districts, counties, or circles. House-owners to the 
amount of £5 per annum, and house-renters to that 
of £10, for towns. Members to take oath or affirma- 
tion of allegiance. Each member to be allowed, by 
the Legislature, 10«. currency per diem during the 
session, and 4*. per league for travelUng expenses. 

By statute 10 and 11 Vict. cap. 71, the provisions 
of the Act of Union, relating to the Civil List of 
Canada, were repealed, and Her Majesty was enabled 
to assent to a Provincial Act, under which the whole 
expenditure of the Colony now takes place. 

Municipal institutions were established in 1840, 
being district Councils composed of representatives 
of a certain number of townships, elected by the 
householders (the qualifications of a Councillor being 
real estate, to the value of £500). The Presidents 
of these Councils are wardens appointed by the 
Crown ; they meet quarterly for the management of 
all local affairs. 

The present constitution of Canada is defined by 
three Provincial Acts, all of which were assented to 
on June 14, 1853. By the first of these, namely, 
16 Vict. cap. 152, intituled "An Act to enlarge the 
Representation of the People of this Province in Par- 
Hanient," certain new constituencies were created. 
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and several of those already eidstmg were subdivided 
or reconstructed. The result is, that the two Pro- 
vinces of Canada now consist of 125 electoral divi- 
sions (counties, ridings, and tovms included), return- 
ing altogether 130 members to the Legislative As- 
sembly. 

By the second of the Acts above-mentioned (16 
Vict. cap. 153), intituled "An Act to extend the 
Elective Franchise, and better to define the Qualifica- 
tions of Voters in certain Electoral Divisions, by pro- 
viding a System for the Registration of Voters," the 
qualifications of electors are defined as follows : — 

Every male of full age, being a subject of Her 
Majesty, by birth or naturalization, and not being 
disqualified as the holder of any oflSce, or otherwise 
by law, is entitled to vote. The special pecuniary 
qualification of electors for cities and towns, is either 
ownership, tenancy, or occupation of real property in 
such city or town, or within its liberties or municipal 
boundaries, to the amount of £7 10^. per annum, or 
of such property beyond the municipal, but within 
the electoral, boundaries of such city of the gross 
value of £50, or the annual value of £5. The special 
pecuniary qualifications of electors for counties and 
ridings is the ownership, tenancy, or occupation of 
real property of the gross value of £50, or the annual 
value of £5, in any parish, township, town, or village, 
in such county or riding, not included within the 
limits of any represented city or town. 

The third Act is 16 Vict. cap. 154, intituled " An 
Act to amend the Act 7 Vict. cap. 65, for better 



CANADA. 187 

Securing the Independence of the Legislative As- 
sembly of this Province." By this Act it is pro- 
vided that no office-holder, nominated by the Crown, 
shall be eligible for a seat in the Legislative Assembly, 
except members of the Executive Council and the 
Receiver-General, Inspector- General, Secretary of the 
Province, Commissioner of Crown Lands, Attorney 
and Solicitor General, Commissioner of Public Works, 
President of the Executive Council, and Postmaster- 
General. 

The qualification for members of the House of 
Assembly remains unchanged, as fixed by statute 
3 and 4 Vict. cap. 35. 

The Legislative Council of Canada consists, at 
present, of 42 members, who have been nominated 
by various Governors of the Province successively. 
The Provincial Legislature is, however, empowered by 
statute 17 and 18 Vict. cap. 118 (passed in 1854), 
to constitute the Legislative Council an elective 
body. 

The Executive Council has usually consisted of 1 1 
members, including the President, Secretary, Inspec- 
tor-General, Law Officers, Commissioners of Crown 
Lands and Public Works, and other ministers who 
are deemed " responsible " to the people, and liable to 
be displaced by the vote of the House of Assembly.* 

The Governor of Canada is styled '* Governor Ge- 
neral of British North America, and Captain-General 
and Governor-in-Chief in and over the Provinces of 

* Vide Kesolutions of Canadian Parliament, Sept. 3, 184J ; 
Pai'liamentai'}' Paper, 1848, 621. 
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Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Island 
of Prince Edward, ftnd Vice-Admiral of the same." 
His salary is £7000 per annum.* 

The following are the Names of those who, since the 
Union of East and West Canada, have held the 
Office of Governor. 

Right Hon. C. Paulett Thomson (Lord Sydenham), Sept 6, 
1839. 
Sir Charles Bagot, Oct. 7, 1841. 

Sir Charles (afterwards Baron) Metcalfe, Feh. 24, 1848. 
Earl Cathcart, March 16, 1846. 
Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, Oct. 1, 1847. 
Sir Edmmid Head, Sept. 20, 1854. 

ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO CANADA. 



Year. 



1760 



1765 



1773 



1779 



1796 



Orders in Council. 



(August 28.) Referring to Attorney-General the 
petitions of the Earl of Stirling, praying to be put 
in possession of a tract of land called Canada in 
America. 

(November 15.) Ordering Board of Trade to pre- 
pare draft of an instruction to the Governor of 
Quebec to pass an Ordinance &ere relative to juries, 
barristers, and attorneys. 

(April 22.) Ordering Attorney-General to prepare 
an instrument for re- annexing to the Government of 
Quebec such parts of the coast of Labrador as are 
situated between the river St. John and bay Fhillip- 
eaux. 

(July 16.] Approving instructions to the Governor 
of Quebec tor framing an Ordinance to amend certain 
Ordinances of 1777, for establishing Courts of civil 
and criminal judicature there. 

(April 6.) Approving instructions to the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Upper Canada respecting the fiiture 
conduct and management of the Indian depart- 
ment. 



* Since 1849, the Provincial Parliament has been alter- 
nately held at Toronto and Quebec. 
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Tear. Orders in Council. 



1797 (July 5). Approving instructions to the Lieutenant- 

Governor of Upper Canada directing that in all 
future grants of land, mines of gold and silver only 
be reserved to His Majesty, except as therein men- 
tioned. 

(July 20.) Approving instructions to Governor of 
Lower Canada authorising him to take higher fees 
for land grants than those already fixed. 

1799 (February 1.) Confirming three Acts of Upper 

Canada : 1 . For the better divisions of the Province. 
2. For regulating the performance of statute duty on 
the highways. 3. For establishing a Court of civil 
and criminal jurisdiction. 

(April 11.) For granting the estates formerly held 
by the Jesuits, in Lower Canada, to the Eight Hon. 
W. Pitt, Earl Amherst. 

1802 (June 2.) Approving instructions to Governor for 

granting the Crown Lands in Lower Canada. 

1829 (August 17.) Confirming Act of Legislature of 
Lower Canada relative to the subdivisions of the 
province into counties. 

1830 (August 25.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to Lord Aylmer, Captain- General and Go- 
vemor-in- Chief of British North America. 

1835 (April 1.) Approving commission to Earl Am- 

herst for investigations and settlements of complaints 
preferred to His Majesty by the House of Assembly 
of Lower Canada. 

(June 24.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to the Earl of Gosford. 

(September 9.) Confirming two Acts of Upper 
Canada relating to the bank of that Province. 
1838 (February 15.) Approving instructions to Governor 

Earl Gosford to appoint special councillors in Lower 
Canada, under 1 & 2 Vict. cap. 9. 

(February 15.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to the Earl of Durham, Governor- General and 
Captain-General of all Her Majesty's Provinces 
wi^in and adjacent to the continent of North America, 
and High Commissioner for the adjustment of certain 
important aflfairs aflfecting the Provinces of Upper 
and Lower Canada. 

(December 12.) Disallowing an Ordinance of the 
Governor and Special Council of Lower Canada, of 
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Orders in Council. 



June 28, 1838, " to provide for the security" of that 
Province. 

1840 (January 3.) Granting Charter of Incorporation to 
the British Bank of North America. 

(August 10.) Authorising the Governor-General 
to declare, by proclamation, that the Provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada shall be one Province, 
under the name of the Province of Canada, and 
approving device of a seal for the Government 
thereof. 

(August 10.) Approving commission to the Right 
Honourable Charles Paulett Thomson, Captain- 
General and Govemor-in-Chief of the Province of 
Canada. 

1841 ^October 6.) Approving Commission and Instruc- 
tions to Sir Charles Bagot, Govemor-in-Chief, &c. 

(October 21.) Approving certain regulations of the 
Governor and Coimcil of the Province for the sale of 
the clergy reserves. 

1842 (June 3.) Declaring Toronto and Hamilton to be 
free warehousing ports. 

(December 10.) Approving two amended regula- 
tions of the Governor and Council for the sale and 
alienation of the clergy reserves. 

1843 (July 15.) Specially confirming an Act passed in 
Canada imposing a duty on foreign wheat. 

(August 23.) Exempting from duty on importation 
specimens illustrative of natural history. 

1844 (October 7.) Approving instructions to the Go- 
vernor directing him to issue letters patent for the 
incorporation of the Koman Catholic bishopric of 
Quebec, with power to hold property under limita- 
tions in Mortmain. 

1847 (February 4.) Giving effect to certain regulations 
for the disposal of the clergy reserves. 

1848 (February 11.) Assenting to a Canada Act repeal- 
ing and consolidating the Duties ^of Customs. 

(August 11.) Approving instructions to Governor 
authorising him to appoint to certain vacant oflBces. 
1850 (January 8.) .Suspending the operation there of 

statute 6 & 7 Vict. cap. 76, " to give effect to a treaty 
between Her Majesty and the United States for the 
apprehension of certain offenders, so long as a cer- 
tain Provincial Act shall continue in force." 
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Orders in Council. 



1850 (December 12.) Assenting to a Canada Act for the 
establishment and regulation of inland postage. 

(December 12.) Suspending, during the con- 
tinuance of an Act passed in Canada, the prohibition 
against the importation into the said Province of 
foreign reprints of books published in the United 
Kingdom. 

1852 (May 15.) Eevokingan Order specially confirming 
a Canada Act (99.4) establishing a Church Society. 

(August 18.) Approving supplemental Charter to 
bank of British North America. 

1853 (February 21.) Including district of St. Francis 
within the limits of the diocese of Quebec. 



ACTS OF THE IMPEEIAL PAKLIAMENT RELATING 

TO CANADA. 



Year. 






1768 



Acts of Parliament. 



1791 



1803 



1826 



14 Geo. III. cap. 83. — An Act for making more 
effectual provision for the government of the Pro- 
vince of Quebec. 

14 Geo. III. cap. 88. — ^An Act to establish a fund 
towards further defraying the charges of administra- 
tion of justice and support of civil Government within 
the Province of Quebec. 

31 Geo. III. cap. 31.— An Act to repeal certain 
parts of statute 14 Geo. III. cap. 88, and to make 
further provision for the government of the Province 
of Quebec. 

(August 11.) 43 Geo. III. cap. 138. — ^An Act for 
extending the jurisdiction of the courts of justice in 
the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. 

(June 22.) 6 Geo. IV. cap. 59. — An Act to 
provide for liie extinction of feudal and signorial 
rights, and burthens on lands held a titre de fief and 
a titre de cens, in the Province of Lower Canada, 
and for the gradual conversion of these tenures into 
the tenure of free and common socage, and for other 
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Acts of Parliament. 



purposes relating to the said Province ; also, for re- 
annexing certain parts of Labrador and the island of 
Anticosti to the said Province of Lower Canada. 

1826 (May 26.) 7 Geo. IV. cap. 68.— An Act to amend 
so much of 31 Geo. III. cap. 31, as relates to the 
election of members to serve in the Legislative 
Assembly in the Province of Upper Canada. 

1827 (July 2.) 7 & 8 Geo. IV. cap. 62.— An Act to 
authorise the sale of a part of the clergy reserves in 
the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada. 

1828 (July 15.) 9 Geo. IV. cap. 51.— An Act to alter 
statute 6 Geo. IV. cap. 95, for enabling His Majesty 
to grant to a company to be incorporated by Charter, 
to be called the " Canada Company," certain lands in 
the Province of Upper Canada. 

(July 25.) 9 Geo. IV. cap. 91. — ^An Act to autho- 
rise the advance of a certain sum out of the consoli- 
dated fund for the completion of the Welland Canal 
navigation in Upper Canada. 

1831 (March 30.) 1 Will. IV. cap. 20.— An Act to 

explain and amend the laws relating to lands holden 
in free and common socage in the Province of Lower 
Canada. 

1834 (March 26.) 4 & 5 Will. IV. cap. 7.— An Act to 
authorise the Legislatures of British North America 
to make laws relating to the rates of inland postage. 

1838 (August 16.) 1 & 2 Vict. cap. 112.— An Act for in- 
demnifying those who have acted under an Ordinance, 
made in pursuance of statute 1 Vict. cap. 9, to make 
temporary provision for the Government of Lower 
Canada. 

1839 (August 17.) 2 & 3 Vict cap. 44. — ^An Act to pre- 
vent ships clearing out from a British North-American 
port from loading any part of their cargo of timber 
upon deck. (Continued by 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 35, and 5 
Vict. sess. 2, cap. 17.) 

1840 (July 23.) 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 35.— An Act to re-unite 
the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for 
the government of Canada. 

(August 7.) 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 78.— An Act to provide 

for the sale of the clergy reserves in the Province of 

Canada, and for the distribution of the proceeds 

thereof. 

1842 (August 12.) 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 118. — An Act for 



Year. 



1843 



1847 



1848 



1851 



1852 



1853 



1854 
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Acts of Farliameot. 



guaranteeing the payment of interest on a loan of 
iSl, 500,000, to be raised by the Province of Canada. 

(July 12.) 6 & 7 Vict. cap. 29. — ^An Act for reducing 
the duty on wheat and wheat-flour, the produce of the 
Province of Canada, imported thence into the United 
Kingdom. 

(July 22.) 10 & 1 1 Vict. cap. 71.— An Act to autho- 
rise Her Majesty to assent to a certain Bill of the 
Legislative Council and Assembly of the Province of 
Canada for granting a civil list to Her Majesty, and to 
repeal certain parts of an Act for re-uniting liie Pro- 
vinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and for the 
Government of Canada. 

(August 14.) 11 & 12 Vict. cap. 66. — ^An Act to 
repeal so much of an Act, 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 35, as 
relates to the use of the English language in public 
documents. 

(August 9.) 14 & 15 Vict. cap. 63. — ^An Act for the 
settlement of the boundaries between the Provinces 
of Canada and New Brunswick. 

(June 30.) 15 & 16 Vict. cap. 53. — ^An Act to pro- 
vide for the exercise of certain powers vested in the 
Bishop of Quebec in respect of certain districts 
severed from his diocese.* 

(May 9.) 16 Vict. cap. 21. — ^An Act to authorise 
the Legislature of the Province of Canada to make 
provision concerning the clergy reserves in that Pro- 
vince, and the proceeds thereof. 

(August 11.) 17 & 18 Vict. cap. 118.— An Act to 
empower the Legislature of Canada to alter the con- 
stitution of the Legislative Council for that Province. 



* By patents, dated June 28, 1793, July 27, 1839, and July 
18, 1850, respectively, the episcopal dioceses of Quebec, 
Toronto, and Montreal were constituted. 
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PABUAMENTARY EEPORTS. ACCOUNTS, & PAPERS 
RELATING TO CANADA. 





SeMioDd 




Ttu. 


Nombu. 


Pariiamentai; Reporta, tu. 


18X0-11 


u. 


Estimates of the diarge of the ciril 


1813-14 


89 I 


and Nova ScoUa. 

Accounts relative to the imports and es 
ports to and from Canada, Nova Scotia 




(81 


New Brimswick, Prince Edvrard's Island, 


1814-16 


82 






(esi 


number aid toim^e of ships entered in- 
wards and cleared outwards firom 1800 W 
1818. 




334 
( 


Estimates of the charee of the civil 
Accounts of imports to and exports irom 


1816 


I 1*J 


Canada, Nova Scotia. New Branswick. 


loi 


Prince Edward's Island. Cape Breton, and 




( 


Newfoundland. 





153 


Eetum of Marines serving in Canada, 


~ 


334 


Estimates of the charge of the civil 
establishments of Canada, New Bruns- 
wick, and Nova Scotia. 





417 


Accounts of trade and navigation re- 
lating to the North-American Colonies. 


1817 
18IS 
1819 
1830 


2791 
74 t 

193 f 
64 ) 


Estimates of the charge of civil esta- 
blishments in Canada, New Brunsirick. 


and Nova Scotia. 




169 


Eelurns of goods exported to the British 
Colonies in North America. 





170 


Returns of ships employed in British 
North-American trade. 


isai 


165 


Estimates of the chaise of civil ests- 
blishmentB. 


— 


280 


Eetum of exports to tiie North Americ&n 
Colonies, 


1833 


761 




1823 


182 


Estimates of the charge of civil mW- 


1824 
1825 
1836 


17 1 
30 j 
156 




and Nova Scotia. 


.836-7 


161 J 
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Year. 



Sessional 
Number. 



1826-7 



254 



286 
377 



1828 



378 

380 
64 



1828 
1829 
1830 



445 



475 



569 

122) 
41 V 
89) 
73 



574 



627 



740 



Parliamentary Reports, &e. 



Begulations adopted in the Ganadas in 
respect to the granting of land ; also, Ad- 
dress on the subject of clergy reserves in 
Upper Canada. 

Eetiun of population of the Cauadas. 

Memorandum transmitted to theSecretary 
to the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, in reference to the state of the Church 
in the North American Colonies, 1824. 

Letter from Dr. Strachan, Archdeacon 
of York, Upper Canada, respecting the 
state of the Church in that Province- 
Estimate of expense of water communi- 
cation in the Canadas. 

Return of the Post Office establishment 
in the Canadas, Nova Scotia, and New 
Brunswick, and postage collected in the 
years 1825-6. 

Copies of two despatches from the Lieut.- 
Govemor to the Secretary of State, relating 
to the Welland Canal. 

Estimates for improving water commu- 
nication on the Ottawa Biver and on the 
lakes in Canada. 

Beports from Select Committee respect- 
ing the civil government of Canada. 

Estimates of charges of the civil esta- 
blishments in British North America. 

Communications between Colonial Of- 
fice and the Governors of the Canadas in 
pursuance of the recommendations of the 
Canada Committee. 

Despatches from the Governors on the 
state of the Executive and Legislative Coun- 
cils of the Canadas. 

Address to His Majesty from the House 
of Assembly of Lower Canada on the sub- 
ject of lands held by the Boman Catholic 
Seminary at Montreal. 

Be turns of Acts passed by the Legislatives 
of British-American Colonies laying taxes 
on immigrants. 



o 2 
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SeMional 
Number. 



1830-1 



135 



233 



1831 



395 
102 



1831-2 



362 
370 
334 

492 



1833 
1834 



1837 



504 



740 



433 
514 

617 



96 
271 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Correspondence between the Treasury, 
the Colonial Secretary, and the Ordnance, 
on canal communication. 

Returns respecting sales of Crown lands 
and clergy reserves in Canada, and grants 
of land for the maintenance of any col- 
lege. 

Report from Select Committee respect- 
ing the Rideau Canal. 

Communications relative to the appro- 
priations of Crovni revenue between the 
Governors and the Legislatures of the two 
Provinces. 

Estimates of charges of civil establish- 
ments in North-American Colonies. 

Report from Select Committee on canal 
communication in Canada. 

Report of Mr. Richards to the Colonial 
Secretary respecting waste lands in Canada, j 
and emigration. 

Correspondence between the Board of 
Ordnance and officers in Canada respect- 
ing canal communication and the expense i 
thereof. | 

Letter from Board of Ordnance respect- j 
ing the Rideau Canal in Canada, together 
with the Treasury minute thereon. 

Four addresses to His Majesty from thi 
House of Assembly of Upper Canada, dat( 
March 20, 1828 ; March 14, 1829 ; Januj 
13, 1830; and December 14, 1831. 

Returns relating to the Legislative Goi 
cil of Upper Canada. 

Returns of payments made to the clei 
of every denomination out of funds rais 
in the Province of Canada. 

Reports of Governors of British 
vinces in North America, and of Indi^ 
department in Canada, on the presei 
state of the aboriginal tribes there. 

Select Committee on a&irs of LiOw< 
Canada. 

Papers relating to Sir Francis Head. 
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Year. 



1837-8 



Sessional 
Number. 



118 



181 



1839 



231 



141 



1840 



274 



1841 
1843 



483 

13 
314 



1844 



591 



1846 

1847 



721 

50 

569 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Correspondence relating to the boun- 
dary between the British possessions in 
North America and the tlnited States, 
under the treaty of 1783, with Appendix. 

Copies of all letters between Mr. Hume, 
Mr. Koebuck, and any Member of Parlia- 
ment, and M. Papineau, Mr. M*Kenzie, Dr. 
Duncombe, and others in Canada, which 
have been seized there or otherwise came 
into the possession of the Government 

Despatches and inclosures from Lord 
Aberdeen to Lord Amherst relative to the 
government of the Canadas, April 2, 1835. 

Correspondence between the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Upper Canada and the Secre- 
tary of State on the creation of rectories 
in the Province by Sir John Colbome. 

Copy «.f an Act of the Legislature of 
Upper Canada, intituled ** An Act to pro- 
vide for the Disposal of public Lands in 
the Province.'^ 

Report of Commissioners appointed in 
Canada to inquire into the losses sustained 
during the rebellion in Canada. 

Ordinances of the Governor and Special 
Council of Lower Canada. 

Proceeds of all sales of clergy reserves 
in Canada ; amounts invested in the public 
funds ; annual interest ; sales effected imder 
various Acts ; rents arising from reserves 
demised for terms of years; application 
of fund to churches of England and Scot- 
land, and in aid of public worship and 
education of different religious bodies. 

Statistical returns relating to the popu- 
lation, militia, education, imports, exports, 
shipping, agriculture, fisheries, currency, 
manufactures, and minerals of Canada. 

Reports on the Canadian Post Office. 

Papers relating to North- American emi- 
gration. 

Correspondence respecting the effects of 
the usuiy laws of Canada on the indus- 
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161S 
1840 



1»60 
1651 



■1016) 
1033 
1035 J 
1031 



trial and commercial interests of the Pro- 
rince. 

Correspondeiice relating to the mtroduc- 
tion of reBponsible Government into the 
North- American Colonies. 

Despatches relating to North- American 
emigration. 

Correspondence on the operation of 
the Navigation Laws on the Frovince of 
Canada. 

Final report of officers employed to 
survey line for Quebec and Halifax rail- 
way, with correspondence thereon. 

Papers relating to the change of the seat 
of Government, and to the annexation 
movement 

Despatches relative to emigration to the 
North- American Colonies. 

Papers relative to the clergy reserves in 
Canada. 

Copy of a Provincial Act for the man^e- 
ment of the temporalities of the United 
Chm^ of England and Ireland in the 
diocese of Montreal, and for other purposes 
therein mentioned, with the resolution of the 
Council and Assembly of Canada tbereon. 

Accounts of all sums issued out of the 
consolidated fund, by virtue of statute 5 & 
6 Vict. cap. 118, towards making good de- 
licleQcy in p^ment on tlie part of the 
Province of Cfanada of interest accruing 
due on the loan of £1,500,000 to the said 
Province. 

Papers relating to the clergy reserves. 

Address of Legislative Council respect- 
ing a Koyal Charter for a Chmiih college 
in Canada, and respecting a free convoca- 
tion of the bishops, clergy and laity of the 
said Province ; also copy of Act establish- 
ing said college. 

lletums of the Imperial Custom Houses 
of the Nortli-American Provinces on 
January I, 1853. 
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Year. 



Sessional 
Number. 



1852 



1852-3 



1853 



(1344 

1382 

,1516 

1448 
1394 



85 



175 
5231 



1854 



1855 



499 

714 

1002 

1003 



(1588) 

11613) 

1650 



160 

173) 
174 i 



{ 



1763 



(1789 
11812 

276 



V 



Parliamentaiy Beportt, &c 



Correspondence relative to the dvil list, 
and to military expenditure in Canada, and 
to the projected railway from Halifax to 
Quebec. 

Papers relating to the clergy reserves. 

Papers relative to the settlement of the 
disputed boundaries between the Provinces 
of Canada and New Brunswick. 

Correspondence respecting the clergy 
reserves. 

Correspondence between the Bishop of 
Quebec and the British Government re* 
specting the clergy reserves ; also returns 
of payments made to the churches of 
England and Scotland, and to other reli- 
gious bodies in Canada out of imperial 
resources, since 1840. 

Paper respecting the library of the Le- 
gislative Council and Assembly of Canada. 

Betum respecting Customs officers in 
Canada — ^their names, salaries, and duties. 

Addresses on the constitution of the 
former House of Assembly of Canada. 

Bepresentations of settlers on the Grand 
Biver, in Canada, and correspondence with 
the Governor-General on the subject 

Further papers relative to the clergy 
reserves in Canada. 

Papers relative to emigration to the 
North-American Colonies. 

Opinions of the judges on the Canada 
Clergy Beserves Act (April 13, 1840). 

Amoimt of the Canada clergy reserve 
fund, and payments made therefrom ; also 
extent of the reserves, and value of the 
luisold portions thereof. 

Further papers relative to emigration to 
North America. 

Papers relating to the Legislative Council 
of Canada, and to legislative proceedings 
there. 

Address relating to the legal position of 
bishops. 
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NOVA SCOTIA. 

Nova Scotia, including Cape Breton, comprises an 
area of about 16,000 square miles, situate between 
the parallels of 43' 20' and 46' N. latitude, and 
the meridians of 61' and 66' 20' W. longitude. 
Nova Scotia was first settled in 1604 by the French 
under the name of Acadia, and was ceded to England 
at the peace of Utrecht in 1714. After the peace of 
Aix-la-Chappelle in 1748, a settlement of disbanded 
troops was formed in Nova Scotia by Lord Halifax 
then President of the Board of Trade and Plantations, 
and the town which now bears his name became the 
capital of the Colony. In 1758, Cape Breton by the 
dispossession of the French was added to the British 
dominions, though not till afterwards annexed to the 
Colony of Nova Scotia. In the same year a consti- 
tution was established by commission to the Duke of 
Richmond as Governor, which was afterwards modi- 
fied by commission to Governor Parr, dated September 
11, 1784. This constitution consists of a Lieutenant- 
Governor and an Executive Council of 6 members. 
Also a Legislative Council, now consisting of 19 mem- 
bers (and including the Chief Justice and Bishop), 
provisionally appointed by the Governors, subject to 
the confirmation of Her Majesty under the royal sign 
manual. There is also a House of Assembly of 61 
members, one for the smaller, and two for each of the 
> principal counties, six representatives from Cape 
Breton, and the rest for the towns, the chief of which 
are Halifax, Annapolis, Liverpool, Pictou, and Wind- 
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sor. The electors must be householders or land- 
holders to the value of 40^. per annum. The members 
of the House of Assembly and their Speaker, receive 
a stipend and travelling expenses. 

The system of "responsible government" was 
fully recognised in Nova Scotia by the resignation of 
the Executive Council, in pursuance of a vote of the 
Provincial Parliament of January 26, 1848. 

By a Provincial Act, passed in 1851, the public 
statutes of Nova Scotia were revised and consolidated, 
and now form the code of the province. 

The salary of the Governor of Nova Scotia was, in 
1854, £3000 per annum.* 

Among those who have at vabious times administered the 
goyernment op the province, either as governobs-in- 
Chiep or Lieutenants, are the following : — 

Hon. E. Comwallis, 1749. 

P. Hopson, 1752. 

C. Lawrence, 1764. 

R. Moulton, 1756; 

J. Belcher, 1760. 

M. Wilmot, 1764. 

M. Franklin, 1 766. 

F. Legge, 1773. 

M. Arbutlmot, 1776. 

R Hughes, 1778. 

Sir A. S. Hammond, 1781. 

J. Parr, 1782. 

E. Fanning, 1783. 

R. Bulkeley, 1791. 

J. Wentworth, 1792. 

Sir G. Prevost, 1808. 



* By patent, dated August 9, 1787, the episcopal diocese of 
Nova Scotia, comprising Cape Breton and Prince Edward*s 
Island, was constituted. 
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Sir J. Sherbrooke, 1811. 

General Darrock, 1811. 

General Smyth, 1816. 

Earl of Dalhousie, 1819. 

Sir J. Kempt, 1820. 

M.Wallace, 1826. 

Sir G. Campbell, 1836. 

Lord Falkl£^)d, 1840. 

Sir J. Harvey, 1846. 

Col. Sir G. Le Marchant, June 16, 1852. 

OEDEES IN COUNCIL KELATING TO NOVA 

SCOTIA. 



Year. 



Orders in Council. 



1661 

1662 
1667 

1668 



1731 



1760 



1764 



1783 



(March 6.) Ordering the claims of all parties and 
the claims of the Crown of England to Nova Scotia 
to be drawn up in Latin. 

(April 23.) Granting to Colonel Thomas Temple 
" 4000 acres of the soyle of y« saide plantacon." 
(November 6.) Ordering Colonel Temple to deliver 
Acadia to the French in pursuance of the treaty of 
Breda. 

(July 28.) Suspending the delivery to the French 
of Acadia, in consequence of delay in ceding St. 
Christopher's, and pending the expected arrival of 
M. Colbert to treat thereon. 

(May 11.) Approving instructions to the Governor 
respecting the settling of certain persons on lands 
there. 

(February 16.) Approving settlements of lands 
evacuated by the French, as organised by the Governor 
and Council there. 

(July 11.) Granting 260,000 acres to twenty-three 
persons in the Province at an annual grist rent of 
one farthing per acre, such land to be settled by Pro- 
testants, within ten years from the date of Order in 
the proportion of one settler for each 200 acres ; and 
in default to revert to the Crown. 

(May 16.) Approving instructions to Governor 
Parr as to grants of land to the Loyalists, and for 
religious and educational purposes. 

(June 6.) Approving instructions to Governor 
Parr for reserving all timber fit for masts for His 
Majesty's use; also for revesting in the Crown all 
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lands unimproved, and therefore forfeited, according 
to the terms of grant. 

1783 (July }i5.) Eevoking all Orders for grants of land 
bearing date before January 1, 1774, which have not 
yet been carried into execution. 

1784 (July 2.) Confirming two Acts of the Province : 
1. For granting His Majesty's free pardon to all per- 
sons concerned in the late rebellion; 2. For the 
relief of His Majesty's subjects professing the Popish 
religion, and repealing two Acts of tiie Province 
which are oppressive to them. 

1787 (August 1.) Approving report of Committee for 

establishing a Bishop to have ecclesiastical jurisdic- 
tion over Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec, and 
Newfoundland, and instructions to the Governors of 
those Colonies accordingly. 

1795 (November 25.) Confirming an Act of the Pro- 

vince for raising £2000 by lottery for the piurpose of 
building bridges. 

1828 (February 13.) Extending privileges of statute 6, 

Geo. rV. cap. 114, to the ports of Pictou and Sydney 
in Nova Scotia. 

1834 (May 14.) Confirming Act of the Province relating 
to marriage licences. 

1836 (July 6.) Declaring that the clauses and provisions 

of an Act passed in Nova Scotia shall be the rules 
and regulations respecting the fisheries on the coasts, 
bays, and creeks in that Province. 

1839 (July 11.) Declaring the ports of Digby and 
Arichot, in Nova Scotia, to be free warehousing ports. 

1840 (December 8.) Approving instructions to the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor for reserving to the Crown in future 
the nomination of President of the Legislative 
Council. 

1844 (March 4.) Declaring New Edinburgh, in St. 

Mary's Bay, to be a free warehousing port. 

1846 (May 19.) Approving instructions to Earl Cathcart 
enjoining him to administer the oath of allegiance, 
and no other oaths, to political and official persons. 

1848 (August 11.) Suspending, during the continuance 
of Provincial Act, Ibe prohibition against the impor- 
tation into the Colony of foreign reprints of Eng- 
lish books. 
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PARUAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO NOVA SCOTIA 



1836 
1837 
1837-8 



1841 
1843 
1843 
1844 



Pirliunoitaiy B«poHi. lu 



Papers relating to the re-anneialion of 
Cape Breton to the GoTemment of Nova 
Scotia. 

Report Mi before the Colonial Depart- 
ment by Lieutenant-Colonel Cockbum od 
emigration to Nova Scotia, New Bnms- 
^ick, and Prince Edward's Island, with 



Correspondence &om Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick relative to the constitution 
of the L^slative and Executive Gouneil i 
there. 



Estimates of the charges for the civil 
establishments in Nova Scotia. i 



NEW BRUNSWICK. , 

This Province fonns an irregular square comprising 
an area of about 26,000 square miles. The eastern 
boundaries were defined by -the Ashburton Treaty in 
1842. It is situate between the parallels of 45° 5' 
nd 48° 20' N. latitude, and the meridians of 63° 48' 
And 67° 50' W. longitude. i 

New Brunswick was first settled by British subjects | 
f 5n 1761, and afterwards by disbanded troops from 
'jj^- N'ew England in 1783, was severed from Nova 
^cotia (of which province it had before formed a part) | 
En 1784, when, by Royal Charter, a constitution was 
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granted to the Colony which now exists. It consists 
of a Lieutenant-Governor aided by an Executive 
Council of 8 members, a Legislative Council of 17 
members, to which the Bishop of Nova Scotia be- 
longs ex officio,^ and a House of Assembly of 39 
Representatives of the people. 

The system of "Responsible Government" was 
formally recognised by a vote of the Provincial Legis- 
lature, February 24, 1848. 

By a Provincial Act, passed May 1, 1854, the 
pubUc statutes were revised and consolidated. 

The salary of the Governor of New Brunswick is 
£3000 per annum. 

Among the Names of those who have held the Government 
OF New Brunswick, either as Govkrnors-in-Chief of 
British America or Lieutenant-Governors of the Pro- 
vince, are the following, with the Dates of their re- 
spective Commissions. 

Guy Carleton, 1786. 

E. Winslow, 1803. 

lieutenan^Colonel Johnston, 1808. 

General M. Hunter, 1809. 

General W. Balfour, 181 1. 

General E. P. Smyth, 1812. 

General Sir J. Saumarez, 1813. 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. W, Hailes, 1816. 

Ward Chipman, 1823, 

J, M. Bliss, 1826. 

General Sir H. Douglas, 1829. 

General Sir A. Campbell, 1831. 

General Sir J. Harvey, 1837. 

Colonel Sh- W. E. Colebrooke, 1841. 

Sir E. Head, 1848. 

Hon. J. H. T. Manners Sutton, July 1, 1854. 
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* In 1845, the diocese of Fredericton was created. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO NEW 

BRUNSWICK. 



Year. 



1784 



1802 
1821 

1835 
1836 
1837 

1843 
1846 

1846 

1847 

1848 
1850 

1852 

1864 



Ordera in Council. 



(June 18.) Approving report of Committee on 
the form of civil consljtution proper for the govern- 
ment of the Province, and directing the Lords of the 
Treasury to give orders for carrying the same into 
effect so far as relates to that department. 

(June 2.) Approving instructions to the Governor 
for granting Crown lands in the Province. 

(Mai-ch 21.) Extending the privileges of statute 
58 Geo. III. cap. 19, to 3ie port of St. Andrew's, in 
New Brunswick. 

(March 4.) Declaring the port of Masaquadavie, in 
New Brunswick, a free port. 

(August 10.) Declaiming Moramichi, in New Bruns- 
wick, a free port. 

(September 20.) Approving instructions to Go- 
vernor Sir J. Harvey for enlarging Council of Pro- 
vince of New Brunswick. 

(June JO.) Declaring port of Dalhousie, on the 
river Rentigouche, a free warehousing port. 

(June 30.) Approving instructions to Governor 
respecting the newly-erected Bishopric of Frederic- 
ton. 

(July 6.) Approving instructions to Governor to 
dispense with certain oaths heretofore taken by ofl&- 
cial and political persons. 

(August 10.) Specially confirming, tmder statute 
9 & 10 Vict. cap. 94, a New Brunswick Act respect- 
ing certain differential duties on imports. 

(August 11.) Suspending the prohibition against 
importation of foreign reprints of English books. 

(December 12.) Confirming a New Brunswick 
Act for establishment and regulation of inland post- 
age. 

(November 27.) Respecting the admission of ap- 
peals to Her Majesty in Council from Supreme 
Court of New Brunswick. 

(November 14.) Approving proclamation for giv- 
ing currency to certain copper coins in New Bruns- 
wick. 
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PARLIAMENTABY EEPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO NEW BRUNSWICK. 



Year. 



1828 
1881-2 



Sessional 
Number. 



1837-8 



1839 



1847 



1852 



rl091 

1148) 

688 



137 



595 



716 



1394 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Report on emigration to New Bruns- 
wick, and other papers. 

Award of the King of the Netherlands 
relative to the disputed boundary between 
New Brunswick and United States of 
America. 

Papers relating to emigrants' marriages, 
education, militia, minends, fisheries, ship- 
ping, imports and exports in New Bruns- 
wick. 

Correspondence relative to' the constitu- 
tion of the Executive and Legislative 
Councils in New Brunswick. 

Correspondence between Her Majesty's 
Government and parties interested in rail- 
ways in New Brunswick. 

Papers relative to the settlement of the 
disputed boundaries between the Provinces 
of Canada and New Brunswick. 



NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Newfoundland is situate between the parallels of 
46° 40'^and 61" 37' N. latitude, and the meridians of 
52" 25' and 59" 15' W. longitude, comprising an area 
of 35,850 square miles ; called " Prima Vista" by 
Cabot, who first discovered it in 1497 ; and afterwards 
frequented for its fisheries by Portuguese, Spanish 
and French. 

The island was colonised by British subjects under 
five Charters granted by the Crown at various times. 
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The first in 1578, by Queen Elizabeth to Sir Hum- 
phrey Gilbert; the second in 1610, by James I.- to 
Lord Northampton, Sir Francis Bacon, and certain 
merchants of London and Bristol ; the third to Sir 
George Calvert of a tract of land called the Province 
of Avalon; the fomih to Lord Pembroke, Lord 
Holland and the Marquis of Hamilton, specially re- 
serving to the grantees the rights of fishing, salting, 
and drying of fish; the fifth in 1635, by the Star 
Chamber to certain merchants and traders. In 1663, 
Charles I. issued instructions to his Lord Treasurer 
containing regulations "for the governing of His 
Majesty's subjects inhabiting in Newfoundland." 
After a series of struggles for possession between 
France and England, by the 13th article of the Treaty 
of Utrecht in 1713, subsequently ratified by the fifth 
article of the Peace of Paris, the exclusive sovereignty 
of Newfoundland, subject to certain rights reserved to 
France, was ceded to Great Britain, commissions giving 
powers to various merchants were issued at various 
times, but it was not till 1728, that the first Governor 
Captain Henry Osborne was appointed. In the fourth 
article of the Treaty of Versailles in 1783, the cession 
of Newfoundland to Great Britain is confirmed ; and 
in 1832, by royal instructions to Sir T. J. Cochrane, 
then Governor, a constitution was established con- 
sisting of a Lieutenant-Governor, an Executive Coun- 
cil of nine members (who also composed the Legisla- 
tive Council, and were nominated by the Governor) 
and a House of Assembly. The Assembly consisted 
of 15 Members, representing nine districts, of which 
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St. John's and Conception Bay were the chief, all 
natural-bom, or naturalised householders of full age, 
and unconvicted of infamous crimes, being qualified 
as electors and as members, the only difference being 
that one year's residence qualified an elector, and two 
were required for a member. Voters residing beyond a 
certain distance were entitled to vote by subscribing 
a written paper. 

By the instructions accompanying the Conmiission 
of 1832, a Legislative Council (including five official 
members) was constituted. By statute 5 and 6 Vict. 
cap. 120, passed in 1842, the Queen was empowered 
to establish, by commission to the Governor, a pro- 
perty qualification for members, not exceeding the 
gross sum of £500, or £100 per annum. This sta- 
tute was, in 1847, by statute 10 and 11 Vict, cap. 44, 
made permanent. In the meantime, a series of con«» 
flicts between the two branches of the Legislature 
bad taken place, which resulted in the suspension of 
the constitution, and the substitution of a single 
chamber, composed of ten nominated, and fifteen 
elected, members, with a distinct Executive Council. 
This system lasted four years, when the former con- 
stitution was for a time renewed. 

By a Provincial Act, 18 Vict., passed November 
30, 1854, the number of members of the Assembly 
Was increased to thirty, and the electoral districts were 
re-arranged. In the same year the Legislative and Exe- 
cutive Councils were separated, and the system of 
" Responsible Government '* was estabhshed, the dis- 
placed pubUc officers being compensated. 
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The salary of the Governor is £3000 per annum. 
The office has been held by — 



Gapt. Osborne, R.N., 17ii9. 
Capt. Vanbra^^, 1737. 
Ci^tLordO. Graham, 1710. 
G^L Hon. J. Byog, 1741. 
C^t. Sir C. Hardy, 1744. 
Capt Bodney, 1749. 
Cevt Drake, 17B0. 
C^t Bou%, 1758. 
C^t Dorril, 1765. 
Capt. EdwanJs, 1757. 
Capt. Webb, 1760. 
Capt Oroves, 1701. 
Capt Palliser, 1764. 
Ci^t Hon. J. ByroD, 1769. 
Commodore Molyneux, 1773. 
Commodore Doff, 1775. 
Adm. Montague, 1776. 
Adm. Edwards, 1779. 
Adm. Campbell, 1783. 
Adm. EUiot, 1786. 



Adm. MUbanke, 1789. 
Adm. Sir J. Wallace, 1794. 
Adm. Waldegrave, 1797. 
Adm. Pole, 1800. 
Adm. Gambier, 1803. 
Adm. Sir E. Gower, 1804. 
Adm. Holloway, 1807. 
Adm. Sir J. Duckworth, 1810. 
Adm. Sir J. Keats, 1813. 
Adm. Fickmore, 1816. 
Adm. Sir C. Hamilton, 1818. 
Capt Sir T. Cochrane, 1835. 
G^t. Prescott, 18S4. 
M^.-Gen. Sir J.Harvey,184I. 
Hon. F. W. A. Bruce, 1846. 
Lt.Colonel Sir J. G. Le Mar- 

ehant, 1847. 
EerBalllie Hamilton, 1853. 
C. H. Darling, Mar. 36, 18S6. 



OBDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 



Olden Id CoandL 



(February 14.) Appointing a Committee to con- 
aider of plimtiDg a Settlement in the island of New- 
foundland. 



(March 14.) For limitation as to the Newfoundland 
fleet in respect of impreBsment for the navy. 

(February 3G.) Grantini^ licence to Lord Baltimore 
to export a certain quanti^ of com for the relief of 
the plantations. 
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Year. Orders in Council. 



1636 (January ^L) Proposing fundamental la^^ for the 
government of the Colony, especially as to the ma- 
nagement of its fishery. 

(January 29) Ordering all parties using the fishing 
trade to contribute rateably to its charges. 

1637 (June 28.) Framing regulations as between the 
patentees for the Colony and the deputies of the 
western ports as to duties to be paid at the fishings 
there. 

1640 (September 9.) Ordering Commission to inquire 
into oppressive conduct of Captain Kirke there, on 
the complaint of certain Devonshire merchants. 

1669 (February 4.) Ordering Chaplain to be sent with 
the next convoy to Newfoundland, " for the keeping 
of the people now living in that island in Chris- 
tianity." 

1671 (March 10.) Ordering insertion of certain rules 

and orders in the Newfoundland charters. 

1676 (April 19.) Directing Lords of the Admiralty to 

give instructions respecting certain ships going to 
Newfoundland. 

1684 (May 2.) Ordering account of trade and fishery 

there to be transmitted yearly to Committee for 
Trade and Plantations. 

1700 (January 23.) For providing pay and clothing to 

extent of £373 0». lOd, for forces there. Orders to 
Treasury and Admiralty accordingly. 

1729 (May 14.) For effecting certain alterations in the 

government; and directing Bishop of London to 
send out a Chaplain with Lord Yere Beauclerk, 
" who is to endeavour to procure for said Chaplain a 
maintenance from the people there." 

1769 (May 3.) Granting to the Society of the Unitas 

Fratrum permission to occupy 100,000 acres of land 
on Esquimaux Bay on the coasts of Labrador, and 
to establish a Mission there during His Majesty's 
pleasure: also ordering the Master- General of the 
Ordnance to supply the said Society with 50 muskets. 

1778 (May 11.) Approving instructions to Governor em- 
powering him to receive one-tenth of metals raised 
from copper mines. 

1779 (August 13.) Permitting 400 tons of bread and 
flour to be exported firom Poole to Newfoundland, for 
use of fisheries. 



P 2 



1791 
1BS9 



1846 
1849 
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Order* in Coandl. 



(February 17.) AllowiDg exportation from United 
States of certun quantities of flour and Indian com 
during fishing season. 

(July 16.) Declaring port of St. John's a free ware- 
housing port 

(May 18.) Declaring Harbour Grace a free port 

(September 80.) Approving instructions to Go- 
vernor authorising him to apply to Bishop of New- 
foundland* iustructions in which Bishop of Nova 
Scotia is named. 

(August ^7.) Approving commission and inetruc- 
tiona to Governor for carrying into effect, 6 & 6 Vict 
cf^. 1^0, for amending constitution of Government 
of Newfoundland. 

(Nov. 20.) Approving instructions to Governor re- 
specting oaths to be taken by members of the Legis- 
lative Council. (Revoked by Order, July 6, 1846.) 

(July SO.) Suspending, during the continuance of 
an Act passed there, the prohibition agunst the im- 
portation of foreign repiints of English books. 



ACTS OF THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT RELATING 
TO NEWFOUNDLAND. 



Acta of PsilituDent. 



(March 30.) 49 Geo. HI. cap. 27.— An Act for 
estabUshing Courts of Judicature in Newfoundland 
and the islands adjacent, and for re-annexing part 
of the coast of Labrador and the islands lying 
on the said coast to the Government of Newfound- 
land. 

(May 31.) 61 Geo. III. cap. 45. — An Act relating 
to the public use of certain ship rooms in the torn 
of St. John's, and for instituting Surrogate Courts 
on the coast of Labrador and in certain islands 
adjacent thereto. 



latent of July 10, 183G, the diocese was constituted. 
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Royal 
Assent. 



1813 



1817 
1819 



1820 



1824 



1842 



1849 



Acts of Parliament. 



(April 16.) 53 Geo. III. cap. 38. — ^AnAct for regu- 
lating the exportation of com and other articles to 
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, the bay of Ghaleur, and 
the coast of Labrador. 

(June 27.) 57 Geo. III. cap. 51. — ^An Act to regu- 
late the celebration of marriages in Newfoundland. 

(June 14.) 59 Geo. III.^ cap. 38. — An Act to 
enable His Majesty to make regulations with respect 
to the taking and cining fish on certain parts of the 
coasts of Newfoundland, Labrador, and His Majes1y*s 
other possessions in North America, according to 
a Convention made between His Majesty and the 
United States of America. 

(July 15.W Geo. IV. cap. 51. — ^An Act to regulate 
the rebuilding of the town of St. John's, in New- 
foundland, and for indemnifying persons giving up 
ground for that purpose. 

(June 17.) 5 Geo. IV. cap. 67. — ^An Act for the 
better administration of Justice in Newfoundland, 
and for other purposes. (Continued by 10 Geo. 
rV. cap. 17). 

(August 12.) 6 & 6 Vict. cap. 120.— An Act for 
amending the constitution of the Government of 
Newfoundland. (Continued by 9 & 10 Vict. cap. 
45, and 10 & 11 Vict. cap. 44.) 

(May 24.) An Act to confirm certain Acts of the 
Legislature of Newfoimdland respecting the rebuild- 
ing of the town of St. John's, aad to enable the 
said Le^slature to make other provisions in that 
behalf. 



PARLIAMENTAKY KEPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO NEWFOUNDLAND. 



Tear. 



1801 
1817 



Sessional 
Number. 



121 
436 



Parliamentary Beports, &c. 



Accounts respecting the Newfoundland 
fishery. 

Reports and evidence on the trade aad 
state of the Settlement of Newfoundland. 
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1819 
1834 



1831-3 
1849 

1861 



163 j 
(.642 ) 



Fariiamentarj Beporti, Sic 



Account of Newfoundland imports and 
ezporte. 

Papers and accounts relating to Kew- 
fonndland. 

Number of vessels cleared from tbe 
United Kingdom to Newfoundland, aud 
value of importe and exports from 1814 
to 1826. 

Commission appointing Sir T. Coch- 
rane Governor of the Colon;, and autho- 
rising him to convolie a X<egislative As- 
semtdy ; also instructions transmitted with 
the Commission. 

Report from Captain Loch, R.N., to 
Vice-Admiral the Earl of Dundonald, on 
the fisheries of Newfoundland and Labra- 
dor. 

Gorreapondenca relating to the assump- 
tion of the title of Bishop of Newfound- 
land by the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
that Colonj. 

Correspondence on the constitution of 
Newfoundland. 



PRINCE EDWARD'S ISLAND. 
This island is situate between the parallels of 46' 
and 47° N. latitude, and the meridians of 62° and 64° 
30' W. longitude, and comprises an area of about 
3150 square miles. It was discovered by Sebastian 
Cabot on St. John's Day, 1497, and first thence called 
the " Island of St. John." It was first settled by the 
French, and alternately held by them and by the 
English till 1763, when it was ceded to Great Britain, 
and annexed to the Government of Nova Scotia. The 
survey of the island having been completed in 1766, 
a mandamus under the King's sign manual was issued 
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in August, 1767, to the Governor of Nova Scotia, 
commanding him to issue tickets of allotment to 
certain officers of the army and navy having claims 
upon the Crown, who drew the tickets by way of 
lottery. Thus, subject to certain quit rents, nearly all 
the island was granted by the Crown. At the peti- 
tion of its inhabitants, the island was constituted a 
separate Colony, and Walter Paterson appointed its 
first Governor in 1771.- In 1773, a constitution, 
similar to those of the other North- American Colo- 
nies, was established, consisting of a Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, aided by an Executive Council of nine, and a 
Legislative Council of six members, appointed by the 
Crown, and a House of Assembly of 24 members 
elected by the inhabitants. The Executive Council is 
nominated by the Lieutenant-Governor, subject to con- 
finnation by the Crown, but is limited by the royal 
instructions to nine members, three of whom are 
members of the Legislative Council, and one of the 
House of Assembly. 

In 1851 the system of " Responsible Government '* 
was introduced. 

The laws in force in the island, besides those of 
England, which at the time of its acquisition existed, 
are those of Nova Scotia (so far as they are unrepealed 
since the island became a distinct Government), and 
the Acts of Assembly since passed. The Courts of 
Law are similar to those of West Canada. 

The salary of the Lieutenant-Governor of Prince 
Edward's Island was, in 1854, £1500 per annum.* 

* By patent, dated March 6, 1826, Prince Edward's Island 
was included in the episcopal diocese of Nova Scotia. 
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Amono the Naxes of those who have h£ij> the GoYEM' 
xbnt abe those of — 

Paterson, in 1770. 
Fanning, 1789. 
Colonel D. Smith, 1813. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Beady, 1823. 
Colonel Young, 1831. 
Sir Charles Fitzroy, 1837. 
Sir R. V. Huntley, 1841. 
Sir Donald Campbell, 1847. 
Dominic Daly, May 8^ 1854. 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO PRINCE 

EDWARD'S ISLAND. 



Tew. 



1799 



1826 



1832 
1835 



1838 
1842 
1844 

1846 



Orders in Oouncil. 



(February 1.) Confirming an Act of the Governor, 
Council and Assembly giving to this island the name 
of ** Prince Edward's,** heretofore called the " Island 
of St. John." 

(November 20.) Disallowing an Act of the island 
relating to marriages and baptisms, and making poly- 
gamy '* felony," and confinning four Acts of the 
island. 

(March 14.) Confirming an Act of the island for 
raising funds by assessment'on lands. 

(March 4.) Empowering Secretary of State to 
prepare warrant for passing Commission under great 
seal to empower Lords of Admiralty to appoint vice- 
admiral, judge and other proper officers for a Vice- 
Admiralty Court at Charlotte Town, in Prince Ed- 
ward's Island. 

(November 5.) Declaring George Town, in lie 
island, to be a free warehousing port. 

(August 11.) Declaring Charlotte Town, in the 
island, a free warehousing port. 

(September 3.) Establishing certain regulations 
and restrictions respecting iSie fisheries on the 
coasts, bays, creeks and harbours in the island. 

(July 6.) Approving instructions to Governor to 
dispense with certain oaths taken heretofore by cer- 
tain persons. 
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Tear. 



1847 



1848 



Orders in Oonncil. 



(August 10.) Specially confirming, under statute 9 
& 10 Viet. cap. 94, an Act to repeal differential duties 
on exports. 

(October 31.) Suspending the prohibition against 
the importation of certain foreign reprints of English 
books. 



PARLIAMENTAEY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO PRINCE EDWARD'S 
ISLAND. 



Tear. 

1828 
1847 

1854 



Sessional 
Number. 




Farliamentazy Beports, &g. 



Reports on emigration to Prince Ed- 
ward's Island and other North American 
Colonies. 

Address from House of Assembly of 
Prince Edward's Island praying for re- 
sponsible government in that Colony. 

Speech of Lieutenant-Governor of 
Prince Edward's Island. 



HUDSON^S BAY TERRITORIES AND VAN- 

COUVER'S ISLAND. 

The Hudson's Bay Territories c5omprise an area of 
^ore than half a million of square miles, between the 
141 st meridian of W. longitude, and the Atlantic 
Ocean, indented by bays and inland seas, bearing the 
blames of English navigators, who at various periods 
We explored these regions ; Davis in 1585, Hudson 
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in 1610, and Baffin in 1616. In consequence of the 
report of a Frenchman named Grosselin to the 
British Government in 1668, Charles II. granted a 
Charter of Incorporation in 1670 to a Company, 
styled " the Governor and Company of Adventurers 
of England, trading to Hudson's Bay," of which 
Prince Rupert was the chief member, and by whose 
name the territories granted were designated. These 
territories were declared to be a British Colony, and 
were granted in free and common socage on payment 
of two elks and two beavers whenever the Sovereign 
of England should visit them, to the Company and 
their successors for ever. 

After continued conflicts with Erance, the rights of 
the Company were recognised by the Treaty of Utrecht 
in 1713. By statute 43 Geo, III. cap. 138, passed 
in 1803, and by statute 1 & 2 Geo. IV. cap. 66, passed 
in 1821, provisions are made for establishing a civil 
and criminal jurisdiction in the Hudson's Bay Terri- 
tories. In 1838, in pursuance of powers reserved by 
statute 1 & 2 Geo. IV. cap. 66, and in consideration 
of a nominal acknowledgment of 1^. per annum, and 
a bond for the due execution of civil and criminal pro- 
cess, and the registration of all persons employed by 
the Company, a licence of exclusive trade with the 
Indians for 21 years was granted to the Company, 
then amalgamated with the North- West Association 
of Montreal, over all that portion of the North-Ame- 
rican continent which was beyond the boundaries of 
existing Colonies. Provided always, that such Ucence 
should not interfere with Treaties or rights of foreign 
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Powers. By the Oregon Boundary Treaty signed at 
Washington, June 15, 1846, the 49th parallel of N. 
latitude was defined as the limit on the Pacific shore 
of British and United States Territory in North Ame- 
rica, and is now, therefore, the southern boundary of 
the Hudson's Bay territories. The Government of 
the territories is administered under the provisions of 
the Charter of 1670, by Governors, and Councils of 
Chief Factors and Chief Traders at their various esta- 
blishments, at the principal of which there is also a 
Recorder, SheriflF, and Coroner. Trial by jury has 
been established. 

Vancouver's Island, on the W*. coast of North 
America, is situate between the parallels of 48** 17' 
and 50" 55' N. latitude, and 123" 10' and 128" SC 
W. longitude* By a Charter dated January 13, 1849, 
in consideration of a yearly rent of 7*., and on con- 
dition of the estabhshment within five years of a Set- 
tlement on the island of resident Colonists, and re- 
serving rights of repurchase, Vancouvelr's Island was 
granted to the Hudson's Bay Company and their suc- 
cessors for ever. 

The Government of the island is administered by a 
Governor appointed by the Crown, on the nomination 
of the Hudson's Bay Company, aided by a Council of 
seven members likewise so appointed. The Governor 
is empowered to divide the island into Electoral Dis- 
tricts, and to convene an Assembly, fixing also the 
number of Representatives, to be elected by the inha- 
bitant j&'eeholders of 20 acres. 
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OBDEBS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE HUD- 
SONS BAY TEHRITORIES AND VANCOUVER'S 
ISLAND* 



lS7d 
1815 



1840 
1850 



(May 17.) Permitting, Dotvithstanding embargo, 
die two ships " Shaftesbury" and " Rupert" to 8ail to 
Hadson's Bay. 

(Kay 81.) PennittiDg the Hudson's Bay Gompauj 
to send out 180 passengers on board one of their 
ships. 

(October 31.) Approving Charter granting Van- 
couver's Island to the Hudson's Bay Company, sub- 
ject to certain conditions. 

(July 30.) Empowering Lords of Admiralty to con- 
stitute a Court of Vice-Admiralty at Vancouver's 
Island. 

(Januaiy 8.) Approving device of seal for the Go- 
vernment of Vancouver's Island. 



ACTS OF THE IMPERIAL PAELIAMENT EELATIKG 
TO THE TERRITORIES OF THE HUDSON'S BAY 
COMPANY AND VANCOUVER'S ISLAND. 



AcU at PailUment. 



(July a.) 1 i a Geo. IV. cap. fl6.— An Act for re- 
gulating the fur trade of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, and estabhshing a criminal and civil juriadic- 
diction within certain parts of North Amenca. 

(July 38.) 12 & 18 Vict. cap. 48.— An Act to pro- 
vide for the administration of -justice at Vancouver's 
Island. 



* By patent, dated May SI, 1860, the episcopal diocese of 
tupert's Land was constituted. 
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PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO THE HUDSON'S BAY 
TERRITORIES AND VANCOUVER'S ISLAND. 



Tear. 



1819 



1828 



1842 



1849 



Number. 



584 



429 

647 

18 
103 



1850 



1852-8 



542 



83 



Parliamentary Beports^ &c. 



Papers relating to the settlement of cer- 
tain transactions between Lord Selkirk 
and the North-West and Hudson's Bay 
Companies. 

Estimate of public buildings and ex- 
pense of civil establishments on the coast 
of Labrador. 

Copy of the existing Charters of grant 
to the Company by the Crown, and corre- 
spondence relating thereto. 

Correspondence relating to Vancouyer's 
Island. 

Despatches and papers relating to Van- 
couver's Island; also copy of Charter of 
grant thereof to the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, and report of the Committee of 
Piivy Council for Trade on the grant 

Papers relating to the legalily of the 
Powers in respect to territory, trade, taxa- 
tion, and government claimed or exercised 
by the Company on the continent of North 
America, under the Charter of Charles II., 
or in virtue of any other right or title. 

Papers relating to Vancouver's Island, 
being returns of lands sold, and number 
of colonists. 



BERMUDAS. 
The Bermudas form a cluster of about 300 islands^ the 
chief of which are Bermuda, St. George, Ireland, and 
Somerset. They comprise altogether an area of about 
12,000 acres. They derive their name from Bermudez, 
a Spaniard, who first sighted the islands in 1527, and 
were first colonised in 1611, by a brother of Sir George 
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Somers, on whose report the Virginia Company daimed 
them^ and sold their right to 120 persons, who received 
a Charter fix)in James I. in 1612. In 1619, Captain 
Butler went out as Governor, and Representative 
Government was established. By Order in Council, 
dated June 23, 1824, certain male convicts were 
ordered to be kept to hard labour at the Bermudas. 
The Government of the Bermudas is administered by 
the Governor, and a Privy Council of 10 members, 
appointed by the Crown on the nomination of the 
Governor, who also act as a Legislative Council.* The 
Bishop and Chief Justice are ew-offido members. 
There is also a House of Assembly of 86 members, 
representing all the parishes of the island. The Go- 
vernor of Bermudas is also styled Vice- Admiral and 
Commander-in-Chief. His salary was, in 1 8 54, £2746 
per annum. 

Among ths Names of fobmeb Goveanobs, we find the fol- 
i^wiNa :— 

1612. Daniel Tucker. 
1619. Captain Butler. 
1686. Sir Edmund Andrewes. 
1692. Captain Goddard. 
1698. Samuel Day. 
1700. Captain Bennett. 
1713. Henry Pullein. 
1721. John Bruce Hope. 
1727. Captain John Pitt. 
1737. Almeid Popple. 
1746. William Popple. 
1764. George James Bruere. 



♦ By patent, dated July 17, 1839, the Bermudas were an- 
nexed to the episcopal diocese of Newfoundland, constituted 
by that patent. 
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1781. WaUam Bruere. 
1790. Henry Hamilton. 
1794. James Crawford. 

1796. William OampbeU. 

1797. April 7, George Beckwith. 

1805. January 31, Francis Oore. 

1806. March 3, John Hodgson. 
1811. April 26, Sir James Gockbum. 
1819. July 1, Sir WiUiam Lawley. 

1825. September 15, Sir Hilgrove Turner. 
1831. Sir L. R Chapman. 
1839. Febmaiy 8, Lieutenant-Colonel Beid. 
1846. October 1, Captain Charles Elliot. 
1854. July 24, Colonel Freeman Murray. 

ORDEBS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO BERMUDAS. 



Yew. 



1623 



1628 

1637 
1639 

\ 

1680 
1739 



Orderi in Gonncil. 



1762 



(April 28.) Order respecting complaint of planters 
of seizure of tobacco in England for payment of an 
imposition of 4d. in the pound. 

(December 8.) Approving report of Commissioner 
on the state of the plantations, and imposing a duty 
on tobacco for defraying the debts of the adven- 
turers. 

(July 7.) Ordering abatement of duty on tobacco 
imported therefrom, and that less should be planted 
for the future. 

(July 12.) Permitting logwood brought thence to 
be re-es^orted. 

(August 25.) Licensing the ship <* Dorset** to go 
thither, the passengers first taking oath of allegiance 
at Gravesend. 

(July 21.) Directing Attorney-General to bring 
wnt of '* Quo Warranto** against Bermuda Company, 
in pursuance of Order of November 12 last past. 

(November 9.) Ordering Secretary-at-War and 
Board of Trade to lay before Council a report of 
forces sent to these islands during the wars in the 
reigns of King William and Queen Anne. 

P^ovember 26.) Confirming two Acts providing, by 
an import duty on wine and rum, for the payment of 
the members of Council and Assembly. 
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Tmt. 



Olden in Council. 



1834 (June* 28.) Directing certain male convicts to be 
kept to hard labour at Bermudas. 

1833 (July 8.) Confirming Act passed in the island for 
providing salaiy for the minister of the Presbyterian 
Church Uiere. 

(August 14.) For leaving to its operation an Act 
passed in the island relative to the conviction of 
offenders transported to Bermudas from Great Bri- 
tain, 

1836 (July 81.) Declaring that adequate provision has 
been made there for giving effect to statute 3^4 
Will. IV. cap. 78, and confirming an Act passed in 
the island, in February, 1834, mr the abolition of 
slavery there. 

1886 (October ii6.) Declaring the port of St. George, in 
the Bermudas, a firee war^ousing port 

1838 (February 15.) Approving Commission and in- 
structions to Governor Sir Andrew Leith Hay. 

1830 (September 30.) Approving instructions to Go- 
vernor authorising him to apply to the Bishop of 
Newfoundland previous instructions in which Bi^op 
of Nova Scotia is named. 

1840 (October 3.) Approving proclamation of Governor 
regulating value of certain foreign coins now current 
in Bermudas 

2 December 8.^ Declaring Hamilton, in Bermudas, 
ee warehousing port. 
1848 (April 15.) For assenting to an Act passed in the 

island to repeal certain Customs duties. 
1840 (February 13.) Suspending, during the continuance 
of an Act passed there, the prohibition against the 
importation of foreign reprints of English books. 
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PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO THE BERMUDAS. 



Year. 



1810-11 

1813-14 

1814-15 

1816 

1822 

1824 



1825 



1826-7 
1828 
1829 
1830 



1852-3 



Sessional 
Number. 



1854 



94 

39 

224 

156 

325 

17 



29 




937 



428 



Parliamentary Beports, &c. 



Estimates of the charge of the civil 
establishments at the Bermudas in various 
years. 

Contracts for clothing and provision of 
convicts. 

Estimate of the cost of confining, main- 
taining, and employing convicts at the 
Bermudas. 

Comparative estimate of the cost of 
maintaining and employing convicts at 
home and at the Bermudas. 

Estimates of the charge of the civil 
establishments at the Bermudas in various 
years. 

' Return of convicts in the hulks at the 
Bermudas and in England. 

Despatches relative to the revival of 
Bishop Berkeley's College at the Bermu- 
das, and retiun of grants and endowments 
for religious education there from January, 
1843. 

Return respecting the temporary admi- 
nistration of the Government. 



Q 
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SECT. IL— CENTRAL AMERICAN DEPENDENCIES. 

HoNDUBAB, and the Aktilles or West Indian Islands, com- 
prising the Bahamas, Jamaica; The Leewabd Islands 
(Antigua, Dominica, Montserrat, Nevis, St Christopher, 
Anguilla, Virgin Islands, and Barbuda); The Windward 
Islands (Barbadoes, St. Vincent, Grenada and the Gre- 
nadines, and Tobago) ; Tbinidad and St. Lucia. 

HONDURAS. 

Honduras is a territory in Central America, situate 
between the parallek of 1 5** and 1 9"* north latitude, and 
the meridians of 88"* and^O** west longitude. For two 
centuries after its coast was first explored by the 
Spaniards in 1498, it was occupied by buccaneers of 
all nations. English occupation was recognised in 
the 'Treaty of 1670, and by the Treaty of Utrecht in 
1714; and though not mentioned* in the peace of 
Amiens^ Honduras is now admitted to be a British 
Dependency, and has been governed for a century 
past by a Superintendent appointed by the Crown, 
and holding his commission under the Governor of 
Jamaica. In 1765, a rude form of Representative 
Government was estabUshed by Sir William Bumaby, 
and a system of administration of justice (the laws 
of England being in great measure adopted) was 
framed, and in 1809 a code was drawn up and 
printed. The courts are styled the " Supreme Com- 
mission Court," and the " Grand Court," being tri- 
bunals of civil and criminal jurisdiction. Trial 
by jury exists in Honduras. The Civil Government 
was, until recent changes, administered by the Su- 
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perintendent, aided by an Executive Council of 9 
members, appointed by the same authority. Of this 
Council the Chief Justice, the Colonial Secretary and 
Treasurer, the Attorney-General, and the officer com- 
manding the forces, were members. The Representa- 
tive Assembly, called the " PubUc Meeting," as esta- 
blished in 1765, was elected by the British-bom 
subjects, two years resident, and possessed of £60 
sterKng. The qualifications of a member were three 
years' residence, and the possession of property to the 
amount of £300 sterUng. The number of the 
"Public Meeting" was unlimited; any candidate 
supported by 25 registered electors being eUgible; 
the number was at one time 64. The members of 
the " Pubhc Meeting '* were elected for Ufe, and as- 
sembled at stated periods on the first Monday in 
the months of March, July, and November. The 
initiatory power rested with the Superintendent ; all 
measures, initiated with his consent and subsequent 
confirmation, had the force of law within the Settle- 
Dient, unless disallowed by superior authority. 

In 1858, an Act was passed by the Superintendent 
and PubUc Meeting, intituled " An Act to amend 
the System of Government of British Honduras," 
which is the basis of its present constitution. By this 
Act it is provided that the Legislature of Honduras 
shall consist of the Superintendent and a Legislative 
Assembly of 17 elected, and 4 nominated members 
(13 besides the Speaker to form a quorum). The 
qualifications of members to be full age, native birth 
or naturalization, and the possession of personal pro-. 

Q 2 
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perty within the Settlement, to the amount of £400 
sterling. The qualifications of electors to be the 
ownership or occupation of real property, to the 
amount of £7 per annum. The Assembly to last four 
years, subject to prorogation or dissolution. The Su- 
perintendent to have power to nominate four members 
for the same period. Judges and ministers of religion 
disqualified. By s. 42, it is provided that a distinct 
Executive Council may be appointed to assist the 
Superintendent. Power is reserved to the Assem- 
bly to alter the provisions of this Act. Power is 
also reserved to the Superintendent or officer ad- 
nunistering the Government to give or withhold his 
assent to Bills, or reserve the same. Bills assented to 
may be disallowed by Her Majesty within one year 
after receipt by Act of State. Civil List of £6100 
to be granted for civil and judicial salaries in 
British Honduras, £1200 being set apart for public 
worship. The officers of the Government, and their 
salaries, as contained in the Schedule to the Act, are 
as follows : — 

Superintendent* . £1800 per annum. 

Chief-Justice . , 1000 



Police Magistrate . 600 

Attomey-Oeneral . 300 

Colonial Secretary 600 

Treasurer . . 600 



»> 

*t 

If 



The Bay Islands, of which Ruatan is the chief, 
are Dependencies of Honduras, under a magistrate* 
appointed by the Superintendent. 

* Wm. Stevenson and Charles H. Cuyler, Esqrs., now hold 
these offices, under a commission, dated June 7, 1854. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO HONDURAS. 



Year. 



]834 



1852 



Orders in Council. 



(January 24.) Establishing a registration of slaves 
in British Honduras. 

(June 5.) Giving effect in that Settlement to the 
statute 3 & 4 Will. IV. cap. 73, for the aboEtion of 
slavery. 

(August 12.) Gazettmg certain regulations made 
by the Superintendent for giving effect to the Slaveiy 
Abolition Act, and declaring that satis&ctory provi- 
sion has been made for giving effect to the said 
Act. 

(March 5.) Approving letters patent for erecting 
the islands of Euatan, in the bay of Honduras, into 
a Colony, under the name of the '' Bay Islands." 

(November 10.) Approving device of a seal for the 
Government of ihe ** Bay Islands.*' 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, &c., RELATING TO 

HONDURAS.* 



Tear. 


Sessional 
Number. 


Parliamentary Beporti, &c. 


1826-7 


37 


Papers relating to the appointment of 
Major Arthiu: as Commandant, in 1814. 


1829 


334 


Report of Commissioners on civil and 
criminal justice in Honduras. 


1836 


607 


Return of expense of Government of 
Honduras from 1824 to the present time. 


1844 


501 


Returns relating to population, educa- 
tion, trade, and shipping from 1840 to 






1842. 



* Vide infra, p. 276. 
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THE BAHAMAS, 

A cluster of islands (extending from the south 
coast of Florida, to the north of St. Domingo), the 
chief of which are New Providence, Eleuthera, and 
the Cays of Grand Bahama, comprise an area of 
about 5000 square miles. After the discovery of the 
islands by Columbus in 1494, they were alternately 
occupied by the Spaniards, French, and English, and 
by buccaneers of all nations, until 1783, when they 
were finally confirmed to Great Britain, by the peace 
of Versailles. 

Representative Government has existed in the 
Bahamas for more than a century. 

All male inhabitants of full age being freeholders 
to any amount, or householders for six months pre- 
ceding the election, possess the franchise as electors 
for the House of Assembly. ■ The first Act of As- 
sembly on record was passed in 1764, being an Act 
for the Registration of Deeds and Conveyances. In 
1799, a Declaratory Act, the provisions of which have 
been since extended, was passed, recognising about 
200 Imperial Statutes (from 9 Henry III., cap. 8, 
downwar.ds), as of force in the Bahamas, together 
with all Acts touching the Prerogative of the Crown. 
The present constitution consists of a Governor, aided 
by an Executive Council of 9 members, a Legislative 
Council also of 9, and a Representative Assembly of 
31 members. All the members of the Executive 
Council have seats and votes in one of the branches 
of the Legislature. 
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Nassau, in New Providence, is the seat of Govern- 
ment. 

The chief officers of the civil estabUshment at the 
Bahamas, were in 1851 as follows : — The Governor 
and Commander-in-Chief, the Colonial Secretary, the 
Receiver- General, the Chief Justice of the Vice- Ad- 
miralty Court, the Comptroller of Customs, Attorney- 
General, and Provost Marshal. 

The Governor's salary was, in 1854, £2000 per 
annum. 



Ahono the Names of those who have administered the 
Government abe the following: — 

Woodes Boj^^s» July 9, 1717. 

William Dowdeswell. 

Charles Cameron. 

Major-General Lewis Grant. 

G. B. Mathews, March 4, 1884. 

Sir Alexander Bannerman, M6u:ch 0, 1 854. 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE) 

BAHAMAS. 



Year. 



1728 
1798 



1806 



1826 



Orders in Council. 



(July 28.) Empowering the Governor to call assem- 
blies in the Bahamas. 

(February 7.) Confirming two Acts passed in the 
island : 1. For limiting the duration of the General 
Assemblies ; 2. Requiring actual residence of certain 
officers receiving salaries. 

(November 19.) Authorising the Governor to grant 
licences to British vessels to trade, under certain 
restrictions, to the ports of St. Domingo. 

(May 3.) Approving report of Committee for con- 
I firming a Bahama Act, of January, 1824, for regu- 
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Tear. 



1837 

1886 

1886 
1840 



1848 



1849 



1854 



Orders in Gonncil. 



lating the secular concerns of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

(October 18.) Permittmg United States vessels to 
trade in salt and fruit, the produce of these islands, 
under certain circumstances and conditions. 

(July 81.) Declaring that adequate provision has 
been made there for giving effect to statute 3 & i 
Will. IV. cap. 73. 

(May 18.) Constituting Grand Key, Turk*s Island, 
a free warehousing port. 

(December 8.) Commission and instructions to the 
Governor of Bahamas for establishing two separate 
and distinct Councils in the islands, to be called the 
Legislative and Executive Councils. 

(August 11.) Separating the Turks and Caicos 
Islands from the Government of the Bahamas, and 
annexing them to that of Jamaica, and regulating the 
mode of electing their Legislative Council. 

(May 1.) Declaring Her Majesty's assent to an Act 
passed in the islands (No. 1204), respecting certain 
duties of Customs. 

(May 21.) Suspending, during the continuance of 
an Act passed in the islands, the prohibition against 
the importation thither of foreign reprints of books 
published in the United Kingdom. 

(March 9.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to Sir Alexander Bannerman. 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, &c., RELATIVE TO 

THE BAHAMAS.* 



Date. 


Number. 


Parliamentaiy Papers, &c. 


1816 

1829 
1840 


892 

884 
154 


Returns respecting imports and exports, 
and income and expenditure at the Ba- 
hamas. 

Report of Commissioners on civil and 
criminal justice at the Bahamas. 

Papers relating to barracks in the Ba- 
hamas, and health of troops there. 



* Vide infra, p. 276. 
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JAMAICA. 



Jamaica comprises an area of about four million 
acres, or 6400 square miles, being about 150 miles in 
length, and 40 at its greatest width. The island is 
600 miles from Chagres, on the Isthmus of Panama. 
It was discovered by Columbus on his second voyage 
in 1494, and continued a Spanish Colony until 1655, 
when it was captured by the Commonwealth forces for 
Great Britain. In 1655, Cromwell, by Proclamation, 
remitted, for a certain period, all duties on exports and 
imports between Jamaica and England, which provi- 
sion was in 1658 confirmed by Charles 11. , who further 
encouraged trade with Jamaica by the first Navigation 
Law in 1659. 

The Legislation of the Imperial Parliament, with re- 
ference to Jamaica since it has been a British Colony, 
has chiefly related to slavery and the slave trade. In 
1807, an Act was passed abolishing the import of 
slaves into Jamaica. In 1833, an Act abolishing the 
system of slavery, and establishing in lieu thereof a 
system of apprenticeship. And in 1838, a third Act, 
providing for the registration of apprentices, and in 
the same year, after Jamaica had been 329 years an 
European Colony, and 183 an English one, the system 
was finally, by Act of the Local Legislature, abo- 
lished. 

In Jamaica, as in all other British Colonies similarly 
acquired, all English laws existing prior to its occupa- 
tion, and applicable to the Colony, are binding. And 
hy an Act of the Local Legislature, 1 Geo. 11. cap. 1, 
s. 22, all the then existing statutes of England, which 
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had been at any time accepted in Jamaica, were spe- 
cially declared to be binding in the island. 

The first form of Civil Government established by 
England in the island was under a Commission^ dated 
February 13, 1661, and issued by Charles II. to Co- 
lonel Digby, who had the chief command there under 
a Commission from Cromwell. The constitution was 
to consist of a Council of 12, to be elected by the 
people, according to the manner prescribed in the in- 
structions. In 1662, a Municipality was formed, judges 
of session and magistrates were appointed. The 
island was divided into parishes, and free socage 
tenures were introduced. By a Royal Proclamation, 
natural-bom subjects of England bom in Jamaica were 
declared free denizens of England ; during the fifteen 
following years, Lord Windsor, Sir Thomas Modyford, 
Sir Thomas Lynch, and Lord Vaughan, successively 
held the office of Governor. In 1676, a crisis took 
place, and Lord Carlisle was appointed Governor, with 
a Commission framed in pursuance of a Report of the 
Committee of Council on Trade and Plantations, the 
effect of which was to establish in Jamaica a form of 
Government similar to that then existing under Poyn- 
ing's laws in Ireland. This, however, proved im- 
practicable, and in consequence of communications to 
that effect from Lord Carlisle, a supplementary Com- 
mission, framed in pursuance of an Order in Council, 
dated October 20, 1680, was issued, in pursuance of 
which Representative Government was re-estabUshed. 
By its provisions, the Governor was empowered, with 
the advice of his Council, to summon and dissolve 
Assemblies elected by the freeholders, the oaths of 



JAMAICA. 235 

allegiance and supremacy being taken by the members 
elected. The constitution, as established in 1680, con^ 
sisted of a Governor or Captain-General, and Privy 
Council of 10 members, who acted also as a Legisla- 
tive Council, of which the Chief-Justice, Bishop, At- 
torney-General, and others, nominated by the Crown, 
were members, also a House of Assembly. Changes 
have from time to time been made in the representative 
system. In 1 7 74, the qualification of electors was house 
or land to the amount of £10 per annum, or real or 
personal estate of the clear value of £2000 sterling. 

The present constitution of Jamaica rests on two 
Local Acts passed in 1852 and 1854 respectively. 
It consists of a Governor and Privy Council ap- 
pointed by the Crown. A Legislative Council of 17 
members, also appointed by the Crown for life, who 
must be of fall age, and natural-bom subjects, not more 
than 5 to be salaried holders of oflSce. All others 
to be freeholders to the amount of £300 per annum, 
or tax-payers to the amount of £30 per annum. 

The Second Chamber or House of Assembly (which 
consisted recently of 47 members) is elected by all the 
inhabitants of full age, without distinction of creed or 
colour, under any one of the following qualifications. 

1. As freeholders, trustees, mortgagors or mort- 
gagees, to the amount of £6 per annum. 

2. As holders of rent-charge of £30 per annum. 

3. As householders of £20 per annum. 

4. As tax-payers of £3 per annum. 

All persons contributing £10 per annum in direct 
taxes are eligible as members of the House of As- 
sembly. 
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The executive authority in all financial affairs is 
vested in the Governor and the " Executive Com- 
mittee/' a body appointed by the Governor, and con- 
sisting of the members of the House of Assembly, 
and one member of the Legislative Council. To this 
body, so constituted, is committed the exclusive right 
of originating money biUs. They form also a board 
of Audit, and their authority continues during a 
prorogation or dissolution of the House of Assembly. 

Tuek's Island and the Caico's, at the southern 
extremity of the Bahama group, were, by two Orders 
in Council, dated August 11, 1848, separated from 
the Government of the Bahamas, and annexed to that 
of Jamaica, 

The Government is administered by a President 
and Council of eight members, four elected by tax- 
payers who can read and write English, and four 
nominated by the Crown. 

The salary of the Captain-General and Govemor-in- 
Chief of Jamaica was, in 1854, £5000 per annum. 

The chief oflScers of the civil establishment in 
Jamaica were, in 1851, as follows : — ^the Governor-in- 
Chief and Vice- Admiral ; President * of Council ; Re- 
ceiver-General ; Collector of Customs; Chief- Justice; 
Vice-Chancellor, and Attorney-General. There were 
also four Chairmen of Quarter Sessions receiving sala- 
ries of £1200 a year each. The Speaker of the House 
of Assembly received £960 per annum. Jamaica was 
made an Episcopal diocese in 1824. The Bishop is 
a member of the Legislative Council. His stipend, 
from various sources, is £3000 per annum. 
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Among the names of those who have held the Office op 
goyebnor of jamaica are the following, with the 
Dates of their respective Commissions and Instruc- 
tions : — 

Edward Doylie, October 17, 1660. 

Lord Windsor, June 5, 1661. 

Sir Thomas Modyford, 1664. 

Lord Vaughan, 1675. 

Earl of Carlisle, 1678. 

Sir Thomas Lynch, 1682. 

Sir P. Howard, January 21, 1684. 

Duke of Albemarle, 1 687. 

Earl of Inchiquin, 1690. 

William Selwyn, Esq., 1702. 

Lord Archibald Hamilton, 17L0. 

Peter Heywood, Esq., 1716. 

Sir Nicolas Lawes, 1718. 

Duke of Portland, 1722. 

Major-General Hunter, 1728. 

Henry Cunningham, Esq., 1735. 

Edward Trelawney, Esq., 1738. 

Charles Knowles, Esq., 1752. 

George Haldane, Esq., 1768. 

W. H. Lyttleton, Esq., 1762. 

Sh- William Trela\vney, 1767. 

Sir Basil Keith, 1773. 

Major-General Dalling, 1777. 

Major-General Campbell, 1 782. 

Earl of Effingham, 1790. 

Earl of Balcarres, 1795. 

Lieut-General Nugent, 1801. 

Lieut.-General Sir Eyre Coote, 1806. 

Duke of Manchester, 1808. 

Earl of Belmore, 1829. 

Earl of Mulgrave, 1832. 

Marquis of Sligo, 1884. 

Lieut.-General Sir Lionel Smith, 1836. 

Sir Charles Metcalfe, 1839. 

Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, March 11, 1842. 

Sir Charles Grey, September 25, 1847. 

Sir Henry Barldy, August 8, 1853. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO JAMAICA.* 



Yew. 



1660 



1661 



1662 

1668 

1678 
1682 



1684 



1708 
1723 

1729 



1780 



Orden in Council. 



(September 5.) Directing the Plantation Committee 
to inform themselves respecting the island of Ja- 
maica. 

(May 16.) Licensing Captain Poole to raise volun- 
teers for Jamaica by beat of drmn. 

(July 3.) Approving report of Committee on the 
state of the island, on conditions for grants of land, 
defence of the island, and spiritual supervision ; Com- 
mittee to frame a scheme for its government 

(July 16.) Pardoning certain prisoners in order to 
their being sent to Jamaica. 

(April 4.) Ordering certain munitions and stores 
(therein estimated) to be prepared for conveyance to 
Jamaica. 

(October 16.) Ordering the Governor to preser\'e 
the plants on which drugs and aromatic spices grow, 
on iiie island. 

(February 15.) Confirming thirty-six Acts of the 
Governor, Council, and Assembly of the island. 

(February 23.) Confirming twenty-eight Acts of the 
Governor, Council, and Assembly ; also disallowing 
an ordinance declaring English laws to be in force at 
Jamaica. 

(April 2.) Commanding the African Company to 
supply the island with 5000 negroes within the year 
from the date of order. 

(April 2.) Disallowing an Act respecting the price 
of negroes. 

(June 26.) Confirming two Acts to prevent slaves 
being evidence against free negroes. 

(August 6.) Directing the Lords Commissioners 
of Trade and Plantations to provide for laws and 
government of the island after October 1, 1724. 

(May 22.) Confirming an Act of the island (1728) 
to oblige the inhabitants to provide for the immigra- 
tion of a certain number of white people, and im- 
posing penalties in case of default. 

(November 23.) Referring to Attorney-General an 
Act of the island (August, 1729,) "for preventing tlie 



* For Acts of the Imperial Parliament vide infra, p. 289. 
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dangers which may arise from disguised as well as 
declared Papists." 
1737 (January 12.) Approving instructions to Governor 
Trelawney enjoining him not to assent to any Acts 
passed in the island for taxing the Jews residing 
there, as Jews only. 

(January 12.) Confirming an Act for introducing 
white people into the island. 

1828 (August 25.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to Lord Belmore as Governor of Jamaica. 

1829 (March 18.) Confirming report of Committee for 
leaving to their operation certain Acts passed in 
Jamaica. 

(March 18.) Approving certain instructions to the 
Governor altering the mode of disposing of Church 
patronage in the diocese of Jamaica. 

(December 7 .) Appointing the Lieutenant-Governor 
for the time being a member of the Council. 

1831 (August 10.) Extending to the ports of Black 
Biver, Bio Bueno, and Morant, in the island of 
Jamaica, the provisions of the Free Port Act. 

1832 (December 3.) Approving proclamation relating to 
certain societies established in Jamaica for political 
purposes. 

1833 (April 3.) Disallowing Clergy Laws Consolidation 
Act. 

1834 (March 10.) Declaring that adequate provision has 
been made by law, in the island, for giving effect to 
an Act of the Imperial Parliament, passed in the third 
and fourth years of His present Majesty, for the 
abolition of slavery in the British dominions, and 
for confirming an Act passed in the island for that 
purpose. 

1836 (April 13.) Constituting Old Harbour, in Jamaica, 
a nree warehousing port. 

1837 (July 26.) Approving instructions to the Governor 
of Jamaica and its dependencies, authorising appeals 
to Her Majesty in Council in cases respecting the 
liability of persons to serve as apprenticed labourers. 

1839 (May 3.) Approving proclamation issued by Go- 
vernor of Jamaica declaring value of Spanish, Mexi- 
can, and Columbitin doubloons and dollars, and of 
the silver coin of the United Kingdom, in the cur- 
rency of the island. 
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Ym. 



1839 
1840 
1846 
1847 



1848 



1851 



1852 



Orders in Council. 



(July 11.) Approving commission and instructions 
to Sir Charles Metcalfe, Bart. 

(March 5.) Constituting Falmouth, in Jamaica, a 
free warehousing port. 

(January 21.) Constituting port of "Alligator 
Pond " a free warehousing port. 

(August 10.) Specially confirming (under statute 
& 10 Vict. cap. 94J an Act passed in Jamaica for 
repealing, in virtue oi the ahove Act, the differential 
duties imposed on goods imported into the island. 

(August 11.) Approving instructions to the Go- 
vernor providing for the government of the Turk s 
and Caico's Islands. 

(April 14.) Providing for direct appeals from the 
decisions of the Supreme Comt to Her Majesty in 
Council. 

(December 28.) Assenting to two Acts passed in 
the island in Februar}-, 1852 (Nos. 3958 & 9). 

1. For raising monies to be applied to the intro- 
duction of free labourers. 

2. For appointing Commissioners, and authorising 
them to provide return passages for certain immi- 
grants under statute 11 & 12 Vict. cap. 130. 



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, &c., RELATING TO 

JAMAICA* 



Year. 


Sessional 
Number. 


Parliamentary Beports, &c. 


1811 

1816 
1826-7 


279 

508 
554 


Representations and petitions of House 
Assembly of Jamaica to H.R.H. the Prince 
Regent. 

Titles of Acts of Assembly of Jamaica 
relating to the poll-tax on slaves. 

Despatches from Jamaica relative to 
attacks on Wesleyan Meeting House ainl 
the Missionary's dwelling. 



* Vide infra, ^.^IQ. 
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Sessional 
Number. 



1826-7 
1838 



559 



5f2d 



1880 



1831-2 



849 

426 
672 

58 



59 



1835 
1839 

1840 
1846 



/48l\ 
(482 

228 
581 

527 
823 



1847-8 



1849 



63 



280 



Parliamentary Papers, &e. 



Report of Commissioners on civil and 
criminal justice. 

Despatch from Mr. Huskisson to the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Jamaica relative 
to amendment of the slave laws as affect- 
ing religious missions. 

Return of sums voted by House of 
Assembly, from 1825 to 1828, for the use 
of the ^ng's troops in Jamaica. 

Return of King*s troops stationed in 
Jamaica. 

Communications respecting obstacles to 
religious instruction of slaves by mission- 
aries. 

Returns of civil, ecclesiastical, and mili- 
tary establishments, the expenses of which 
are defrayed by the island of Jamaica; 
also annual amount of expenditure and 
ways and means from 1822 to 1831. 

Return of laws passed for the relief of 
Roman Catholics, for the removal of dis- 
abilities of Jews and free persons of 
colour during the last six years. 

Papers respecting the arrest and trial of 
certain missionaries, and the demolition of 
certain chapels in Jamaica; also reports as 
to the number of churches and clergymen 
on the island. 

Return of residence of bishops within 
the diocese. 

Communications relative to the agricul- 
cuUural state of the island, addressed by 
the agents for Jamaica to Lord Normanby. 

General return of exports from Jamaica 
for 53 years, ending December, 1836. 

Despatch from Lord Stanley to the 
Governor of Jamaica, October 26, 1843, 
relative to contracts with labourers in the 
island. 

Return of laws in force in Jamaica for 
regulating the rights and duties of masters 
and labourers, with dates. 

Correspondence relating to the govern* 
ment of Jamaica. 

E 
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Tmt. 


Seuionnl 
Number. 


1850 
186a-8 


1139 
76 

1655 
894 

$268 

269 
285 

1806 








1854 



Parliamentary Papera, &c. 



Papers relative to the affsurs of the is- 
land. 

Copies or extracts of despatches relat- 
ing to the sugar-growing colonies (Ja- 
maica). 

Papers relative to legislative proceedings 
in the island. 

Statement by Commissioners appointed 
mider statute 2 & 3 Will. IV. cap. 125, for 
the issue of Exchequer bills to persons 
connected with the West Indian Islands. 

Correspondence between the Licnrds of 
the Treasury and the Governors of the 
West Indian Colonies relating to the circu- 
lation of British silver and gold coins 
there. 

Return of immigrants and liberated 
AMcans admitted into each of the West 
Indian Colonies since 1847. 

Papers relating to the cholera, and 
report of Dr. Milroy, with correspondence 
thereon. 

Papers relative to legislative proceed- 
ings in Jamaica. 



LEEWARD ISLANDS. 

Comprising Antigua, Dominica, Montsebbat, Nevis, St. 
Christopher's, Anguilla, the Virgin Islands, and Bar- 
buda. 

Consolidated under one Government, by a Com- 
mission dated Dec. 19, 1832, to Sir E. J. Murray 
Macgregor, by which the Colonies of St. Chris- 
topher, Nevis, Dominica, and the Virgin Islands, were 
added to his Government, which had previously ex- 
tended over Antigua, Montserrat, and Barbuda. Each 



ANTIGUA. 243 

of the larger islands comprised in this group has a 
Lieutenant-Governor and a Representative Constitu- 
tbn, all being subject to the Governor-in-Chief, re- 
sident at Antigua. 

The salary of the Governor, and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Leeward Islands was, in 1854, £3000 
per annum. 

Among those who have held the Government of the Lee- 
ward Islands since their constitution are — 

James Macaulay Higginson, May 19, 1846. 
R. J. Macintosh, September ^4, 1860. 
EerBaiUie Hamilton, 185S/ 



ANTIGUA. 

•• • • 

Antigua comprises an are^- of about 70,000 acres ; 
and is said to have been naniied by Columbus, who dis- 
covered the island in 1493, after a church in Seville, 
cafled Sta. Maria la Antigua. The island was granted, 
in 1625 (with all the Carribbees), by Charles L of 
England, to James Hay, Eaii of Carlisle. In 1663, 
Francis Lord Willoughby was appointed Governor by 
Charles II., who had purchased all former right. 
After an interval of French occupation, the island 
was reconquered by the British, and in 1666 was de- 
dared a British possession by the Treaty of Breda, 
trom this period, Representative Government in 
Antigua appears to date. In consideration of a re- 
confirmation to the planters of the lands forfeited 
during the French occupation, the Assembly of the 
idand, by its first recorded Act (May 19, 1668), con- 

E 2 
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sented to the imposition of a 4^ per cent, duty to 
the Crown on all exported produce. 

In 1715, a Court of Chancery, and in 1799, Courts 
of Common Pleas, Error, King's Bench, and Grand 
Sessions were estabUshed at Antigua. The Govern- 
ment, as organised in 1832, is administered by the 
Govemor-in-Chief of the Leeward Islands, who re- 
sides at St. John's, Antigua, aided by an Executive 
Council of 7 members, who are nominated by the 
Crown on the recommendation of the Governor, and 
are also members of the Legislative Council. . There 
is also a Representative Assembly of 27 members 
elected by the inhabitants. 

The Government estabUshed at Antigua consisted, 
in 1851, of the following principal officers under the 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Leeward 
Islands, at the following salaries : — 

Chief-Justice . £1000 per annum 

Provost-Marshal . 600 

Stipendiaiy Magistrate 450 
Comptroller of Customs 400 



»» 



DOMINICA. 

The island comprises an area of about 180,000 
acres. It was first settled by the French in the be- 
ginning of the seventeenth century, and under the 
provisions of the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, in 1748, 
was occupied as neutral ground by Dutch, French, 
and English traders, till 1763, when, by the Treaty of 
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Paris, the island was ceded to England. It was 
seized by France in 1778, and again confirmed to 
England by the peace of 1783. 

It is difficult to ascertain the precise period of the 
establishment of Representative Government in Do- 
minica. By a Commission dated Oct. 26, 1689 
(1 Wra. and Mary), the Crown authorised the Gove- 
nors. Councils, and Assemblies of the Leeward Cha- 
ribbee Islands to ordain laws, statutes, and ordinances 
for the public welfare and good government of the 
said islands (of which Dominica was one), as near as 
may be to the laws of England, and under such re- 
gulations and restrictions as are usual in other Co- 
lonies. In 1764, by a proclamation in similar terms 
with the Commission above cited, Representative Go- 
vernment was re-established in four of the islands 
ceded by the Treaty of Paris, of which Dominica was 
one, and in 1771 a distinct and separate Government 
was created in that island. The Representative Con- 
stitution, however, remained the same, and (having 
survived a five years' French occupation of the island, 
from 1778 to 1783,) is the basis of that which now 
exists. 

Since 1832, Dominica has been governed by a 
Lieutenant-Governor, acting under the Governor-in- 
Chief of the Leeward Islands, to which it belongs. 
The Lieutenant-Governor is aided by an Executive 
Council of 9 members appointed by the Crown, who 
are also members of the Legislative Council, and vote 
as such. There is also a Representative Assembly of 
19 members. 
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The principal officers of the Government establish- 
ment were, in 1851, as follows : — 

Lieut.-General and Vice-Admiral £1300 per anTinm. 
Chief-Justice .... 600 
Stipendiary Magistrate . 300 

Attorney-General . 300 



»» 



MONTSERRAT. 

This island comprises an area of about 30,000 acres. 
It was first seen by Columbus in 1493, and by him 
named after a mountain near Barcelona. It was first 
colonised by a party of Irish Roman Catholics from St. 
Christopher's in 1 632, and having experienced a French 
invasion in 1712, was confirmed to England by the 
Peace in 1783. Representative Government in Mont- 
serrat dates from 1689, whence original Leeward Cha- 
ribbee Island Government was formed. Since 1832, 
the Government has been administered (under the Go- 
vemor-in- Chief at Antigua) by a President and Exe- 
cutive Council of 8 members, nominated by the 
Crown ; who also form the Legislative Council. There 
is also a Representative Assembly consisting of 12 
members. 

The principal officers of the Executive Government 
were, in 1851, — 

The President . . £500 per annum. 
Colonial Secretary 200 

CoUector of Customs . 300 



>» 
Treasurer . , .170 



»» 
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NEVIS, 

A single mountaiii, comprising, with its base, an 
area of about 20 square miles, was first colonised in 
1628, from St. Christopher's by Sir Thomas Warner. 
The island possessed a Legislative Council and As- 
sembly at least as early as 1 664, which is the date of 
the first Act in its printed collection of laws. 

The Government is administered under the Go- 
vernor-in-Chief at Antigua by a President, and an 
Executive Council of 9 members appointed by the 
Crown on the President's recommendation, who also 
form the Legislative Council. There is also a Repre- 
sentative Assembly of 15 members, 3 from each 
parish. 

The chief Government officers are — 

The Lieutenant-Governor . £500 per annum. 
The Colonial Secretary, Treasurer, and Provost Marshal. 



ST. CHRISTOPHER'S. 

St. Christopher's was discovered by Columbus in 
1493, and first colonised by an Englishman named 
Warner in 1623. The island was alternately held by 
French, Spaniards, and English, was ceded to England 
^ the Peace of Utrecht in 1714, captured by the 
French in 1782 ; but again restored to Great Britain 
in 1783. Its aflfairs are administered (under the Go- 
vemor-in-Chief of the Leeward Islands at Antigua) 
^y a Lieutenant-Governor and an Executive Council 
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of 7 members nominated by the Crown on his 
recommendation (who are also members of the Legis- 
lative Council), and a House of Assembly of 24 
Members. 

The priucipal Government officers at St. Christo- 
pher's are — 



The Lieatenant-Goyernor 


. £1300 per annum. 


Chief-Justice 


. 700 


Attomej-General 


. 300 


Treasurer 


600 


Comptroller of Customs 


500 



Amguilla, first colonised by the English in 1650, 
is a Dependency of St. Christopher's, and sends a 
Representative to the House of Assembly, at Basse- 
Terre in that island. 

The resident Government officer combines the 
functions of Treasurer, Coroner, and Justice of the 
Peace. 



VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

This group of 50 islets, the chief of which is 
Tortola, comprises an area of about 50,000 acres, and 
was discovered and named by Colmnbus in 1493. The 
islands were first colonised by Dutch buccaneers in 
1648, afterwards annexed to the Leeward Islands 
Government in a Commission granted by Charles II. 
to Sir William Stapleton, and colonised by English 
planters from Anguilla. The first Representative 
Assembly was convened in the Virgin Islands in pur- 
suance of a petition from the inhabitants, who pro- 
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mised to grants in consideration of this boon, an im- 
post of 4|^ per cent, on exports similar to that then paid 
in the Leeward Islands. The Government of the 
Virgin Islands is now administered by a Lieut enant* 
Governor acting mider orders from the Governor-in- 
Chief at Antigua. There is also an Executive Council 
of 7 members nominated by the oflBcer adminis- 
tering the Government, subject to Her Majesty's 
approval, who also compose the Legislative Council. 
There is also a Representative Assembly consisting 
of 9 members. Among the chief Government 
officers at the Virgin Islands 



The Liieutenant-Goyemor . £800 per annum. 
Chief-Justice . . . 200 ,, 

Collector of Customs . . 800 ,, 



BARBUDA. 



The island was first colonised from St. Christopher's 
by Sir Thomas Warner, was granted by the Crown to 
the Codrington family in 1684, and is still held by 
them on payment of a buck or turtle to the Governor- 
m-Chief at Antigua whenever he visits the island. 






^ By patent, dated August 21, 1842 (revoking patents of 
July 4, 1824, April 2, 1825, May 11, 1826, and September 24, 
1339), the episcopal diocese of Antigua, comprising the Lee- 
ward Islands, was constituted. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE 
LEEWARD ISLANDS.* 



Tear. 



1626 



1631 



1663 



1665 



1668 



1669 



1677 



1680 



1718 

1778 
1783 



Orders in Council. 



(August 30.) Nevis, St. Chbistopheb's, and Momt- 
SERBAT. — ^Licensing one Ralph Merrifield to trade to 
these ** newly-discovered islands." 

(February 22.) St. Chbtstopheb's. — Ordering re- 
ductions of all duties on tobacco brought from thence, 
and continuance of present duties on foreign to- 
bacco. 

(June 24.) Antigua, St. Christopher's, Nevis, and 
Montserbat. — Ordering the Governor of these Plan- 
tations to prohibit all foreign trade, according to the 
Navigation Act. 

(April 21.) Antigua, Montserbat, and Nevis. — 
Confirming certain Acts passed by the Governors, 
Councils, and Assemblies of these islands, imposing 
a ^i per cent, duty in specie on all exported commo- 
dities, in lieu of cdl other duties. 

(June 19.) St. Chbistopheb's. — Ordering Lord Ar- 
lington to write to the French Government concern- 
ing the restitution of that island. 

(July 9.) St. Christopheb's. — Ordering Duke of 
York to investigate and adjudicate on certain 
questions and disputes which arose on the restitu- 
tion of that island. 

(June 8 ) Directing the Bishop of London to ap- 
point six able ministers of the Gospel instead of 
four, as heretofore, to be sent to the Leeward 
Islands. 

(March 11.) Ordering His Majesty's stationer to 
send 15 copies of the Books of Common Prayer, 
Homilies, Canons, and Articles and Tables of Mar- 
riage to the Governor of the Leeward Islands. 

(July 1.) Antigua. — ^Disallowing an Act of the 
island ** to prevent the increase of Papists and Nou- 
jurors.** 

(January 15.) Dominica. — ^Directing all sales of 
land there to be passed imder the seal of the island. 

(July 2.) Dominica. — ^Approving instructions to the 
Governor to propose to Assembly an Act for grant- 



* For Acts of the Imperial Paliament, vide infra, p. 289. 
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i^S ^i percent, dalyon eommodities exported thence, 
to the Crown. 

1 800 (December 1 0.) Babbuda. — For granting the island 

to Christopher Codrington, Esq. 

1802 (August 9.) ViBGiN Islands. — ^Declaring Boad Har- 

bour, in Tortola, a free warehousing port. 

1806 (November 19.) Authorising the Governor of the 

Leeward Islands to grant licences to British vessels 
to trade, under certain restrictions, to the ports of 
St. Domingo. 

1827 (September 3.) Montberrat. — Confirming two 

Acts of the island : I. To regulate the attendance of 
jurors; 2. To limit the number of peremptory chal- 
lenges. 

(November 16.) Dominica, St. Christopher, and 
Virgin Islands. — ^Referring to Committee letter to 
Lord President from Bight Hon. W. Huskisson, re- 
lating to certain Acts of ^ese islands. 

1 8S8 (January 96 .) Anquilla. — ^Permitdng vessels of the 

United States, arriving in ballast at Angoilla, to ex- 
port thence salt or fruit to any foreign country. 

1829 (March 18.) Antigua and Dominica. — Approving 
instructions to the Governors of those islands re- 
specting the disposal of Church patronage there. 

1830 (August 4.) Antigua. — Confirming an Act passed 
in the island relative to the registration of deeds and 
conveyance of estates and slaves. 

1831 (July 27.) St. Christopher's. — Declaring the port 
of Basse-terre, in that island, a free warehousing 
port. 

1832 (August 16.) Anguilla. — ^Declaring the port of the 
island to be a free warehousing port. 

(July 3.) Nevis. — ^Declaring fiie port of Charles- 
town, in the island, to be a firee warehousing port. 

1833 (February 4.) Approving Commission and instruc- 
tions to Sir Evan Maegregor, Governor and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Leeward Islands. 

1 835 (June 1 0.) Antigua. — Confirming (under section 23 

of the Slavery Abolition Act) an Act passed in the 
island, June, 1834, for relieving the slave population 
from the obligations of apprenticeship. 

(July 31.) Antigua and Dominica. — ^Declaring that 
adequate provision has been made in those islands 
for giving effect to statute 3 & 4 Will. IV. cap. 73. 
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Tew. 



Orderi in Council. 



18B6 (JaDuaiy 16.) Nevis. — ^Declaring the same respect- 
ing that island. 

(February 8.) Montserrat. — ^Declaring the same 
respecting that island 

1837 (July 26.) Approving instructions to the Governor 
of the Leeward Islands authorising appeals to Her 
Majesty in Council in cases respecting the liability 
of persons to serve as apprenticed labourers. 

1838 (February 16.) Virgin Isuinds. — ^Aproving instruc- 
tions to the Governor of the Leeward Islands for re- 
vising the list of Councillors for Tortola. 

1839 (May 3.^ Antigua and Montserrat. — Approving 
proclamations issued by the Governors of those 
islands declaring the value of Spanish, Mexican, and 
Columbian doubloons and dollars, and of the silver 
coin of the United Kingdom, in the currency of 
those islands. 

(May 3.) Providing for the government of the 
Leeward Islands during temporary absences of Go- 
vernors. 

1840 (January 3.) Nevis. — ^Approving President's pro- 
clamation fixing rates at which dollars, doubloons, 
and British silver are to circulate there. 

(May 22.) Dominica. — Approving the like procla- 
mation in that island. 

1842 (February 2.) Antigua and Montserrat. — Declar- 
ing St. John's and Plymouth, in those two islands, 
to be free warehousing ports. 

(March 11.) Declaring that three members of 
Council in certain islands shaU form a quorum. 

1860 (June 19.) Antigua. — Suspending, during the con- 

tinuance of an Act passed there, the prohibition 
against the importation, into that island, of foreign 
reprints of British books. 

1863 (February 7.) Montserrat and the Virgin Islands 
—Declaring royal assent to two Acts passed in 
Montserrat (No. 230) land in the Virgin Islands (No. 
196), respecting certain duties of Customs. 

1864 (June 8.) Specially confirming certain Acts of the 
islands for establishing a Court of Appeal (under 
statute 13 & 14 Vict. cap. 16). 
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PARLUMENTAKY KEPORTS, ACCOUNTS, & PAPERS 
RELATING TO THE LEEWARD ISLANDS.* 



Year. 



1801 

1810-11 
1813-14 
1814-15 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 

i8ao 

1821 



1830 



Setdonal 
Number. 



183U2 



1852-3 



70 

94^ 

39 
224 
324 
279 

74 
192 

64 
155 
684 

275 



743 



938 



Parliamentary BeporU, &c 



I Return of funds arising from the 4^ per 
cent duties in the Leeward Islands. 



Estimates of the charge for defraying, 
in various years, the cost of the civil esta- 
hlishment. 



Return of persons holding the office of 
Governor of the Leeward Islands. 

Gross proceeds of produce paying 4^ per 
cent, duty, sent from Antigua, Montserrat, 
Nevis, and St. Christopher's, and quantity 
of sugar exported from each Island, from 
1820 to 1830. 

Report from Antigua respecting the state 
of apprenticed Africans hberated in 1 828, 
and of their mode of employment. 

Correspondence respecting a black regi- 
ment on Antigua, and recruiting from the 
Creole population. 



See also infra, p. 276. 
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WINDWARD ISLANDS, 

Comprising Barbados, St. Vincent, Gbenada, and the 

Grenadines, and Tobago, 

Were consolidated under one Grovernment by a Com- 
mission, dated July 13, 1833, to Sir Lionel Smith, 
thereby constituted Governor of Barbados, St. Vin- 
cent, Grenada, and Tobago ; the three latter islands 
having a Lieutenant-Governor and a Kepresentative 
Constitution, subject to the Governor and Commander- 
in-Chief resident at Barbados. 

The salary of the Governor is £4000 per annum. 

BARBADOS. 

This island comprises an area of about 166 square 
miles. It was first visited by the Portuguese at the 
begimiing of the 16th century. In 1605, an English 
ship belonging to Sir OKve Leigh, called the Olive 
Blossom, visited Barbados, and a cross was then fixed 
where James Town was afterwards built, with the 
inscription " James, King of England, and this 
island." 

In 1634, ** James Town" was built, and a Settlement 
established under the auspices of a London merchant 
named Courteen. In 1635, by patent granted by 
Charles I. to James Hay, Earl of Carlisle, he was em- 
powered to " make such laws as he or his heirs, with 
the consent, assent, and approbation of the free inha- 
bitants of the said province or the greater part of 
them, thereunto to be caUed in such form as he or 
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they in his or their discretion shall think fit or best.'' 
It appears that, by virtue of this patent, successive 
Governors convened Elective Assemblies ; and the first 
Act of Assembly of which record exists, bears date 
May 13, 1646. Various disputes took place between 
Lord Pembroke, Lord Carlisle, Lord Willoughby of 
Parham, and the Earls of Marlborough, and Kinnoulj 
concerning alleged claims in respect of the island, 
which had been numerously colonised during the civil 
war. 

In 16^3, an Act was passed by the Asseihbly of the 
island at the instance of Charles the Second's Govern- 
ment, granting an import of 4^ per cent, on the ex- 
ports from the island, to be applied in compensating 
the claimants and providing for the expenses of the 
Government. By statutes 1 & 2 Vict. cap. 92, passed 
in 1838, this impost was repealed. 

The present constitution of Barbados (the same 
with some modifications as to the franchise with that 
established in 1625), consists of a Governor, who is 
also Govemor-in-Chief of the Windward Islands, 
aided by an Executive Council of 8 members, 
nominated by the Crown. Of this Council, the 
Bishop of the diocese (in which the Windward Is- 
lands, Trinidad, and St. Lucia are comprehended, and 
which was established by letters patent, dated August 
21, 1842,*) is a member. His stipend is £2500 per 
annum. The same persons form the Legislative 
Council. There is also a Representative Assembly of 

* Revoking patents of July 4, 1824, AprU 2, 18^5, May 11, 
1826, and September 24, 1839. 



256 AMERICAN DEPENDENCIES. 

24 members elected annually by all the inhabitants, 
without distinction of creed or colour, being free- 
holders. 

The chief Government functionaries in Barbados 
under the Governor, Commander-in-Chief, and Vice- 
Admiral of the Windward Islands, are — 

The ChiefJustice . £2000 per annum. 
Provost-Marshal 1000 

Collector of Customs 700 



»» 



Thb following are the names of those who have been Go- 

TEBNORS of BaBBADOB SINGE ITS FIB8T CoLONISATIGN— 
THOSE APPOINTED SINCE 1853 BEING GOVEBNOBS AND 
C0MMANDEBS-IN-ChI£F of THE WiNDWABD ISLANDS. 

Francis, Lord Willoughby, of Parham, 1650. 

James Searle, 1652. 

Humphrey Walrond, 1 660. 

WUliam Lord WiUoughby, 1664. 

Sir Jonathan Atkms, 1 667. 

Sir Richard Dutton, October 90, 1680. 

Edwyn Steele, March 37, 1685. 

James Kendall, July 15, 1689. 

Hon. Francis Bussell, 1694. 

Francis Bond, 1696. 

Hon. Balph Grey, 1698. 

Mitford Crowe, January 28, 1701. 

Sir Bevil Granville, August 24, 170«. 

Bobert Lowther, August 28, 1710. 

William Sharp, 1714. 

John Frere, 1720. 

Bichard, Viscount Irwin (died after appointment). 

Samuel Cox, 1721. 

John, Lord Belhaven (drowned on his passage). 

Henry Wortley, 1722. 

Edward Ashe, 1728. 

Samuel Berwick, 1731. 

James Dottin, 1732. 

Emmanuel, Viscount Howe, 1733. 

Sir Orlando Bridgman, 1737. 
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Hon. Robert Byng, October 19, 1739. 

Sir Tbomas Eobinson, Bart., 1742. 

Hon. Henry Grenville, 1747. 

Kalph Weekes, 1763. 

Charles Pinfold, 1756. 

Charles Spry, 1767. 

Hon. Edward Hay, 1772. 

Lieut-General James Cunningham, 1780. 

David Parry, 1782. 

George Poyntz Ricketts, 1794. 

Francis, Lord Seaforth, December 13, 1800. 

Sir George Beckwith, November 24, 1808. 

Stapleton, Lord Combermere, February 14, 1817. 

Lieut.-General Sir Henry Warde, March 2, 1821. 

Sir James Lyon, Jime 11, 1828. 

Sir Lionel Smith, February 21, 1833. 

Colonel Sir E. J. Murray Macgregor, November 7, 1836. 

Su- Charles Edward Grey, August 27, 1841. 

Lieut-Colonel Reid, October 1, 1846. 

Lieut-Colonel Sir W. M. G. Colebrooke, August 12, 1848. 

Francis Hinks, September 24, 1865. 



ST. VINCENT. 

St. Vincent comprises an area of about 84,000 
acres. Its name is derived from its discovery on the 
anniversary of that saint in the Roman calendar, by 
Columbus. After having been the scene of many con- 
flicts between the native races, and European Powers, 
the island was ceded to England by the Treaty of 
Paris in 1763, and received a constitution which sur- 
vived a five years* occupation of the island by the 
I'rench from 1779 to 1783, when it was restored to 
the British Crown. 

The Assembly of St. Vincent was first convened in 
1767. The first Act in the printed collection bears 

s 
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date July 11, in that year. The affairs of the island 
are administered by a Lieutenant-Governor, and an 
Executive Council, who also compose the Legislative 
Council, and consist of 12 members appointed by the 
Crown. There is also a Representative Assembly of 
19 members. The chief members of the insular Go- 
vernment were, in 1851, — 



The Lieutenant-Governor 


. £1800 per annum 


Chief-Justice . 


820 


Attomej-General 


400 


Treasurer 


600 


Provost-Marshal 


526 



The Grenadines, comprising about 120 islets, and 
9000 acres, are included in the Government of St. 
Vincent. 



TOBAGO. 

Tobago comprises an area of about 97 square 
miles. It was first discovered by Columbus in 1498 ; 
first colonised by the Dutch, who, in 1677, were ex- 
pelled by the French, and the island was ceded to that 
Power by the Treaty of 1783. In 1794, it was retaken 
by the English, and ceded again to France by the 
Treaty of Amiens in 1802, but in the following year, 
retaken by a British Force, and finally ceded to Great 
Britain by the Treaty of Paris in 1814. 

The first Legislative Assembly was convened in 
Tobago in 1768. In 1794, the pre-existent consti- 
tution was confirmed, and now exists, subject to the 
authority of the Govemor-in -Chief at Barbadoes. The 
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constitution consists of a Lieutenant-Governor and 
an Executive Council of seven members, including 
the Bishop of the diocese and Chief Justice, who are 
also members of the Legislative Council. They are 
nominated by the Lieutenant-Governor subject to the 
approbation of the Crown. There is also a Represen- 
tative Assembly of 16 members. 

The chief Government officers were, in 1851, — 

The Lieutenant-Governor . £1300 per annum. 
Chief-Justice .... 800 
Colonial Secretary . . 350 






GRENADA. 

Grenada contains an area of about 76,500 acres. 
It was discovered by Columbus in 1498, was colo- 
nised by the French in 1650, was ceded to England by 
the Peace of Paris in 1763. The island received un- 
conditionally a constitution in 1765 by royal letters 
patent to General MelviUe, and after an interval of 
French occupation was again confirmed to England by 
the Peace of 1783. The constitution of Grenada, as 
established on the basis of 1765, consists of a Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and an Executive Council of 12 
members, including the Bishop of Barbadoes and the 
Chief-Justice. The same members compose the Le- 
gislative Council, and are appointed by the Crown. 
There is also a Representative Assembly of 20 mem- 
bers, namely, 4 for the town of St. George, 7 for 
the united parishes of St. George and St. John, 6 
for the united parishes of St. Patrick and St. Mark, 

s 2 



^ 
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and 3 for the island of Carrisecon. A freehold or 
life estate of 50 acres is the qualification for members 
for the parishes, and a freehold or life estate iu a 
house valued at £50 per annum, qualifies a represen- 
tative for the town of St. George. An estate of 10 
acres in fee or for life is a qualification for voters in 
the parishes, and a rental of £20 in fee or for life is a 
qualification for voters in the town. The GrovemmeDt 
establishment of Grenada contains, among others, the 
following officers : — 



lieutenant-Govemor 


. £1300 per annum. 


Secretary and Registrar . 


900 „ . 


Chief-Justice 


800 


ProYOstrMarshal 


900 


Treasurer 


600 


Beceiver-General 


600 * „ 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE WIND 

WARD ISLANDS.! 



Year. 



1626 
1639 

1660 



Orders in Council. 



(August 30.) Babbados. — Licensing one Ralph 
Merrifield to trade with this newly-discovered island. 

(December 22.) Barbados. — Permitting certain 
ships from the Port of London laden with cotton 
wool to go thither 

(February 20.) Barbados. — Ordering claims of 
Earl of Kinnoul, Lord Willoughby of Parham, and 
others respecting Barbados and other Carribee 
Islands, to be heard. 



* The amounts given in this and other schedules of colo- 
nial salaries are of course subject to constant changes, as also 
the titles of the offices themselves. 

f For Acts of the Imperial Parliament, vids infra^ p. 289. 
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Year. 



Orders in Gooncil. 



1660 



1663 



1664 



1665 

1684 
1690 

1699 

1702 

1722 



1743 



1758 



1764 



(July 26.) Barbados.— Ordering search of certain 
vessels for release of certain children and servants 
kidnapped for removal thither. 

(June 10.) Barbados. — Approving report on the 
state of the island, and the iUegal conduct of the Pre- 
sident and Council, and Order thereon. 

(June 24.) Barbados. — Ordering the Governor to 
prohihit all foreign trade according to the Navigation 
Act. 

(August 24.) Barbados. — Approving instructions 
to Governor, Lord Willoughhy of Parham, respect- 
ing complaints of the African Company concern- 
ing non-payment for negroes transported to that 
island. 

(April 25.) Barbados. — Confirming an Act of the 
Governor, Coimcil, and Assembly imposing a 4^ per 
cent, duty on exports, in lieu of all duties. 

(May 15.) Barbados. — Constituting a Court for 
holding pleas of the Crown, except in capital cases. 

(November 20.) Barbados. — Approving instruc- 
tions to the Governor as to pardon of certain persons 
convicted of rebellion sent thither. 

(January 4.) Tobago. — Asserting His Majesty's 
title to the island, and directing representation to ^e 
French ambassador accordingly. 

(May 31.) Barbados. — Approving instructions to 
the Governor to bring forward Bills in Assembly for 
levies for the cost of fortifications there. 

(February 1.) Barbados. — Directing that an Act 
passed in the island in 1719, intituled "An Act for 
" quieting the Minds of the People against the Ter- 
"rors of a Spiritual Court," shall be reserved for 
consideration. 

(April 25 ) Barbados. — Confiraiing an Act of the 
Island passed August 4, 1742, for defraying the 
President's expenses in the exercise of his Govern- 
ment. 

(January 27.) Barbados.' — Confirming an Act to 
raise a sum of money for defraying the expenses of 
the Government there yearly. 

(February 10.) Grenada and the Grenadines. — 
Directing Board of Trade to prepare draft of plan 
and proclamation relative to the settling these is- 
lands, and disposing of His Majesty's lands therein. 
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Year. 



Orders in Oouncil. 



1766 (February 12.) Gbenada. — Directing Board of 
Tiade to prepare drafts of instructions for the Go- 
vernor to constitute a Council and Assembly for that 
island. 

1768 (October 12.) Gbenada. — Approving additional 
instructions to itie Governor for establishing a Coun- 
cil and Assembly in that island. 

1783 (September 26.) Grenada and St. Vincent. — Ap- 
proving instructions to the Governor of these islands 
to propose Bills to their respective Assembhes for 
granting duties of 4^ per cent, on produce exported 
Sience to the Crown. 

1803 (August 12.) Tobago. — For regulating commercial 

intercourse with that island. 

1827 (August 17.) Barbados. — Disallowing Act passed 

in the island to enable the vestries of St. Michael 
and other parishes to tax new comers and residents 
trading thither. 

1829 (March 18.) Barbados and Tobago. — Approving 

instructions to the Governors of these islands alter- 
ing the mode of disposal of Chiurch patronage in the 
diocese of Barbados. 

1831 (Januaiy 31.) Grenada. — Declaring the port of 
St. George, in that island, to be a free warehousing 
port. 

(January 1 3.) St. Vincent. — ^Declaring the port of 
Kingstown, in that island, to be a free warehousing 
port. 

(November 21.) Barbados and St. Vincent. — 
Continuing in force, till March 1, 1832, the provi- 
sions of an Act allowing lumber, fish, and provisions 
to be imported into these islands duty free. 

1832 (October 12.) Barbados. — Confirming an Act 
passed in that island for removing certain restraints 
and disabilities imposed on the free coloiu*ed and 
other subjects of His Majesty in that island. 

1834 (June 5.) Barbados. — Confirming an Act passed 
in that island for giving effect to statute 3 & 4 Will. 
IV. cap. 73. 

1835 (November 20.) St. Vincent. — Declaring that ade- 
quate provision has been made by law in that island 
for giving effect to statute 3 & 4 Will. IV. cap. 73. 

1836 (April 13.) Tobago. — ^Declaring the same with re- 
spect to that island. 
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Year. Orders in GoundL 



1837 (July 26.) Approving instructions to the Govemors 

of the Windward Islands authorising appeals to Her 
Majesty in Council respecting the liability of persons 
to serve as apprenticed labourers. 

1839 (May 3.) Gbenada and St. Vincent. — ^Approving 

proclamation issued by Governors, declaring the value 
of Spanish, Mexican, and Columbian doubloons, and 
of British silver in the currency of those islands. 

(May 3.) Providing for the government of the 
Windward Islands during tlie temporary absence of 
Governors flierefrom. 

(July 11.) Barbados.— Approving proclamation of 
Governor declaring value of certain silver coin in the 
currency of Barbados. 

1841 (May 8.) Tobaoo. — Declaring Scarborough, in that 

island, a free warehousing port 

1848 (December 16.) Babbados. — Suspending, during 

the continuance of an Act passed in that island, 
the prohibition against the importation thither of 
foreign reprints of books published in the United 
Kingdom. 

1850 (March 22.) Approving instructions to the Go- 

vernor of the Windward Islands permitting him to 
assent to Bills for the naturalisation of aliens. 

1 852 (August 18.) St. Vincent.— Suspending, during the 
continuance of an Act passed there, the prohibition 

'against importation of foreign reprints of books pub- 
lished in the United Kingdom. 

1853 (December 29.) Grenada. — Suspending the same 
prohibition as affecting that island. 
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PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, &c., RELATING TO THE 

WINDWARD ISLANDS.* 



Parliamentary Papers^ &c. 



Yett. 


SeMional 
Number. 


1801 


70 


1801-2 


08 ( 
25 ( 


1816 
1820 


(255 7 

1520 j 

68 




293 


1830 


273 


1835 


228 


1839 


107 


1853 


260 



Account of fund arising from the 4| 
per cent, duties at Barbados. 

Reports on petitions from merchants and 
others respecting losses occasioned by in- 
smrections at Grenada and St. Vincent. 

Accomits of payments out of the 4^ per 
cent, duties at Barbados. 

Returns of all Acts of Assembly respect- 
ing the 4^ per cent, duties since 1663. 

Correspondence with the Colonial De- 
partment relative to changes made by the 
Attorney-General of Tobago, touching the 
administration of justice there. 

Gross proceeds of produce paying 4^ 
per cent, duty sent from Barbados, and 
quantity of sugar imported from the island 
from 1820 to 1830. 

Return of the residence since his ap- 
pointment of the Bishop of Barbados 
within his diocese. 

Papers relating to the Windward Island 
Government. 

Correspondence respecting the admis- 
sion of H.M.S. " Dauntless," to free pra- 
tique at Barbados. 



TRINIDAD. 
Trinidad contains an area of about 1703 square 
miles. It was discovered and named by Columbus 
in 1498, afterwards visited in 1595 by Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and, after a period of 200 years' Spanish oc- 
cupation, was taken by the British under Sir Ralph 
Abercromby in 1797, and was confirmed to England 

* Vide infra, p. 276. 
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by the peace of Amiens in 1802. By a Royal Pro- 
damation, dated June 19, 1813, the ancient Spanish 
laws, which were in force when the island was cap- 
tured in 1797, were confirmed, and are still in force, 
subject to such alterations as may have been made by 
orders in Council, and Ordinances of the Local Go- 
vernment since passed. The principal digests of the 
Spanish laws are the " Fuero Real de Espana," and the 
" Recopilacion de las Leyes de las Indias.*' The laws 
of Trinidad, from 1831 to 1848, have been compiled 
in a volume published by the Commissioners of Legal 
Inquiry in 1852. The Courts of Civil Jurisdiction 
in Trinidad are styled the Court of Intendant, or 
Court of Escheats, the Complaint Court, the Court of 
First Instance, the Instance Court of Vice- Admiralty, 
and the Superior Cornet of Appeal. 

The Government of Trinidad is administered by a 
Governor, and an Executive Council of 3 members ; 
the senior Commanding OflElcer, the Colonial Secre- 
tary, and the Attorney-General. There is also a Le- 
gislative Council of 13, 9 Official, and 6 Unofficial 
members. Both Councils are nominated by the 
Crown. There is no Representative Assembly. 

The chief officers of the Government are — 



The Governor, Gommander-in 

Chief, and Vice-Admhral 
Chief-Justice . 
Puisne Judge . 
Colonial Secretary . 
„ Treasurer . 
„ Attorney General 



£3500 per annum. 

2000 

1500 

800 

800 

800 
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Among the Names of those who have held the Govern- 
UK^n of Trinidad abb the foixowikg: — 

Thomas Picton. 

Thomas Hislop. 

Sir Kalph Woodford, March 11, 1842. 

Lord Harris, Octoher 30, 1846. 

Captain C. ElHott, R.N., January 11, 1854. 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO TRINIDAD. 



Year. 



1797 

1802 
1813 



1816 



1816 



1822 



Orders in CoHndL 



(April 5.) Allowing His Majesty's subjects to 
trade thither in like manner as to the other West In- 
dian Islands. 

(Sept. 22.) Approving instructions to the three 
Commissioners for the government of the island. 

(July 21.) Authorising the Ifevy of certain duties to 
he applied solely to the purpose of the internal go- 
vernment of the island in all its branches. 

(November 2.) Authorising the Chief Judge to en- 
tertain summary processes in 6ases where the matter 
in dispute shall not exceed the value of 100 dollars. 

(March 0.) Directing the mode of estimating the 
value of estates taken in execution. (Amended by 
Order of November 27, 1815.) 

(March 30.) For securing the titles to lands there. 

(June 8.) For facilitating and enlarging the re- 
medies of creditors there. 

(June 8.) For removing doubts concerning the vote 
of interest lawful there. 

(June 8.) For removing doubts concerning the va- 
lidity of wills there. 

(May 18.) For suppressing or reducing the number 
of Roman Catholic festivals in the island, especially 
as connected with the administration of justice, and 
ilistructing the Vicar-Apostolic, of the British, Dutch 
and Danish Islands in the West Indies accordingly. 

(August 5.) Repealing privileges heretofore attach- 
ing to supplies furnished to certain estates in Trini- 
dad, and for protecting the rights of mortgagees, as 
well as declaring estates liable to be sold in execution 
for any debt. 
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Year. Orden in CounciL 



1822 {September 16.) For abolishing certain exceptions 
from arrest or imprisonment, and for deliveiing of 
writs of execution to the Alguacil Mayor. 

(September 16.) Declaring the dotal or other pri- 
vate property of married women in the island liable 
for the debts contracted by them in trade, carried on 
by them on their own account, and apart from their 
husbands. 

(September 16.) Establishing criminal courts, and 
for curtailing civil proceedings in the courts of the 
island ; also for reducing the transient tax, and better 
collecting of the insular revenue. 

1823 (January 21.) Extending the jurisdiction of the 
Complaint Court, from 500 to 1000 dollars. 

(Januaiy 21.) Directing the use of stamped paper 
in law proceedings there, and substituting stamps 
in lieu of fees to the public officers therein mentioned. 

1 824 (January 10.) Compelling the attendance of Alcaldes- 
in-Ordinary, and Eegidors at the courts of the island. 

1825 (February 2.) Providing with respect to sales by 
execution. 

(July 2.) Declaring that under proviso of clauses 
of Order of August 5, 1822, it shall be competent to 
the court to stay the sale of any estate in Trinidad, 
taken in execution in satisfaction of a recorded judg- 
ment. 

(March 25.) Vesting in the Bishop of Barbados 
the necessary jurisdiction over the clergy of the Es- 
tablished Church of England in Trinidad. 

1828 (August 25.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to Major- General Lewis Grant 

1829 (March 18.) Removing certain disabilities to which 
persons of free condition, but of African birth or 
descent, are subject in the island of Trinidad. 

1830 (February 2.) For improving the condition of the 
slave population in the island. (Bevoked by Order 
of November 2, 1831.) 

(December 8.) For altering the law of testamentary 
succession in Trinidad. 

1831 (June 20.) For making further provisions for the 
administration of justice in Trinidad. (Amended by 
Order, January 4, 1843.) 

(November 2.) For improving the condition of the 
slave population of Trinidad. 
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Temr. 



Orders in Council. 



1832 (August 15.) Amending Order of June 20, 1831, 

respecting the selection of assessors in Courts of 
Justice. 

1834 (June 5.) Giving effect in Trinidad to statute 3& 
4 Will. IV. cap. 73, for the abolition of slavery. 

(October 15.) Instructing Lieutenant-Governor to 
appoint the Solicitor-General an official member of 
Council in the room of the " Protector of Slaves," 
that office having been abolished. 

1835 (July 15.) Confirming, with various amendments, 
an Ordinance of Trinidad for protecting and pro- 
moting industry and good conduct on the part of 
Africans transferred to that island from Cuba. (Re- 
voked by Order, October 16, 1852.) 

(September 9.) For levying a poll-tax on appren- 
ticed labourers, formerly levied on slaves, in the island. 

1837 (November 18.) Confirming, with certain excep- 
tions, an Ordinance for making and repairing of 
roads. (Revoked by Order, October 16, 1852.) 

1838 (February 15.) Declaring the rights of certain ap- 
prenticed labourers erroneously classed under the 
Slavery Abolition Act. 

(May 15.) Disallowing a Trinidad Ordinance for 
regulating and deciding on apprenticeship contracts, 
and preventing and punishing the harbouring of run- 
away apprentices. 

(June 20.) Extending to Trinidad provisions of 
Order of April 25, 1838, fixing allowances of food to 
apprenticed labourers. 

(July 30.) Regulating apprenticeship contracts in 
Trinidad. 

(September 7.) Regulating rights and duties of 
masters and servants in Trinidad. (Amended by 
Order, June 23, 1841.) 

(September 7.) Prohibiting unlawful occupation of 
land in Trinidad. (Revoked by Order, October 6, 
1838.) 

(September 7.) For regulating law of marriage in 
Trinidad. 

(October 6.) For preventing encroachments on un- 
settled land in Trinidad. 

(November 29.) Confirming, with amendments, a 
Trinidad Ordinance giving summary powers to 
punish persons for common assaults and batteries. 
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Tear. Orders in Council. 



1839 (February 4.) Disallowing a Trinidad Ordinance 
for the regulation of the mUitia. 

(February 20.) Reserving to the Clergy in Trinidad 
their heretofore-existing rights to fees on celebration 
of marriages. 

(May 3. Approving Governor's proclamation rela- 
tive to the value of Spanish, Mexican, and Colum- 
bian doubloons, and of British silver, in Trinidad 
currency. 

(September 28.) Confirming (with certain additions 
and exceptions) a Trinidad Ordinance for the encou- 
ragement of immigration to that colony. (Amended 
by Order, October 6, 1841.) 

1840 (December 8.) Confirming (with amendments) a 
Trinidad Ordinance of May 26, 1840, regulating the 
harbour of port of Spain, and the vessels, seamen, 
&c., in that colony. 

(December 8.) Permitting immigration to the island 
from Sierra Leone, anything contained in Order of 
September 28-, 1839, notwithstanding. 

1841 (February 25. J Declaring San Fernando, in Trini- 
dad, a free warenousing port. 

1842 (August 11.) Exempting liberated Africans brought 
from St. Helena to Trinidad from the operation of 
Order of October 6, 1841. 

1843 (January 4.) Modifying, in the case of immigrants 
from the United States, the provisions of Order, 
September 7, 1838, respecting the rights and duties 
of masters and servants. (Revoked by Order, Octo- 
ber 16, 1852.) 

(June 10.) Empowering the Governor to alter the 
provisions of Orders, September 8 and October 6, 
1838, respecting the rights and duties of masters and 
servants, the suppression of vagrancy, and prevention 
of encroachments on lands. 

(November 10.) Authorising Governor and Legis- 
lative Council to establish laws and ordinances for 
regulating the courts of civil and criminal justice. 
1B44 (May 23.) Declaring the law in the island relating 

to the discounting of bills of exchange and promis- 
sory notes not having more than twelve months to 
run in the colony. 

(July 10.) Repealing so much of Order, August 
17, 1815, as relates to duties on spirits, wines, inha- 
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Tear. 



Orden in ConnciL 



1848 
1850 



bited houses, and transient traders in Trinidad, and 
as relates to recognisances and securities for the exe- 
cution of the duties of Treasurer there. 

1844 (September 3.) Confirming a Trinidad Ordinance 
of March l» 1844, for assimilating the law relating 
to wills to the law of England, and in part revoking 
Order of June 16, 1816. 

1845 (June 30.) Approving instruction to Governor 
revoking his power to grant probates of wills. 

] 847 (April 34.) Empowering Governor and Council to 
alter and amend rules of law respecting registration 
of deeds and marriages within the island, as esta- 
blished by Orders, April 6, 1818, and September 7, 
1838. 

(May 20.) Approving instructions to Governor as to 
time from which Trinidad Ordinances are to take 
effect. 

(February 11.) Confirming Trinidad Ordinance 
with reference to repeal of differential duties. 

^January 8.) Authorising the employment, in the 
Tnnidad coasting trade, of steam vessels of foreign 
build and owned by foreigners, under statute 12 & 1-3 
Vict cap. 29. 

(November 13.) Confirming a Trinidad Ordinance 
for the raising of monies to be applied in the immi- 
gration of firee labourers, 

1851 (February 3.) For imposing certain duties on be- 
quests and legacies, and repealing so much of a for- 
mer Order as relates to that subject. 

(April 14.) For giving permanent, effect to a Trini- 
dad Ordinance of April 10, 1849, respecting the hold- 
ing of the Supreme Civil and Criminal Courts in the 
island. 

(June 25.) Confirming a Trinidad Ordinance of 
April 4, 1851, for establishing an inland post on the 
island. 

(October 23.) Confirming two Trinidad Ordinances 
of May and June respectively (Nos. 10 and 12), autho- 
rising the advancement of monies for public roads in 
the island. 

1852 (June 15.) Confirming a Trinidad Ordinance of 
March, 1852 (No. 4), for amending the law relating 
to the proof and registration of deeds. 

I (August 18.) Confirming a Trinidad Ordinance of 
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Year. 



1853 



Orders in Council. 



May, 1852 (No. 7), altering the time for redeeming 
bonds under an Ordinance for raising funds for the 
introduction of free labourers. 

(October 24.) Confirming a Trinidad Ordinance of 
June 7. 1853 (No. 9), for raising £25,000 to be 
applied to the introduction of free labourers. 



PARLIAMENTAKY PA1>ERS. &c., BELATING TO 

TRINIDAD.* 



Year. 



SeMional 
Number. 



1801-2 
1810-11 

1823 
1827 

1828 



1829 

1830 

1831-2 



1847-8 



1852-3 



86 



184 



{;?} 



551 



525 



f335\ 

1262) 

212 



684 



936 



986 



Parliamentary Papers, &c. 



Papers respecting the state of civilisa- 
tion of Trinidad. 

Papers relating to the constitution and 
laws of Trinidad. 

Papers relating to immigrants to Trinidad 
from the Spanish Main, and other matters. 

Report of Commissioners of Inquiry on 
the registry of slaves on the island. 

Copy of despatch addressed by Mr. 
Huskisson, to Sir Ralph Woodford, Go- 
vernor of Trinidad, relative to land-grants 
and tenures there. 

Reports from protectors of slaves in 
Trinidad. 

Memorial of inhabitants of Trinidad to 
Lord Goderich, respecting a change in the 
Legislative Council, also respecting taxa- 
tion and expenditure there, and his reply. 

Despatch from Governor Lord Harris, 
dated June 80, 1848, relative to a circu- 
lating medium for the Colony, and the es- 
tablishment of a bank in aid of agriculture^ 
there. 

Despatches relating to Trinidad, with a 
plan. 

Copies or extracts of despatches relating 
to Chinese immigrants recently introduced 
into Trinidad. 



♦ Vide in/ray p. 276. 
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ST. LUCIA. 

St. Lucia contains an area of about 1 50,000 acres. 
The island was first colonised by English settlers in 
1639, and having been at various times alternately 
held by France and England, was, by the Peace of 
Utrecht, in 1713, and by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chap- 
pelle, 1748, declared neutral territory. Afterwards, 
by the Treaty of Paris, in 1763, and by the Peace of 
Amiens, in 1802, St. Lucia was ceded to France, hut 
was finally confirmed in the possession of Great 
Britain, by the Peace of Paris in 1815. The laws of 
St. Lucia, except so far as they have been altered by 
Orders in Council, are the ancient laws of France, 
antecedent to the code Napoleon, the Customs of 
Paris, and the various ordinances of the French kiogs ; 
the code Noire, of 1685, approved and signed by 
Colbert, and the Edict of 1685. The laws of St. 
Lucia are embodied in a collection, called the Code 
de Martinique. 

The Supreme Court of the island was established 
by an Order in Council of June 20, 1831. 

The Government of St. Lucia is administered by 
the commamding officer of the troops, and an Execu- 
tive Council, consisting of the Colonial Secretary, the 
Attorney- General, and the Second Military Officer. 
There is also a Legislative Council composed of five 
Official and five Non-official members, in which the Co- 
lonial Secretary, and Attorney-General, have seats and 
votes, and of which the commanding officer is Pre- 
sident. There is no Representative Assembly. 
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The chief officers of the Government establish- 
ment are — 

The Lieuten'ant-Goyemor . Jgl200 per annum. 

Chief-Justice . . . 460 „ 

Colonial Secretary . . 600 „ 

Treasurer 400 

„ Attorney-General 400 



,, Provost-Marshal . 300 „ 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO ST. LUCIA, 



Year, 



1722 

1803 
1829 



1830 



1831 



1832 
1834 



Orders in Council. 



(November 39.) Approving instructions to the 
Duke of Montague, proprietor of the island, respect- 
ing the Acts of trade and navigation. 

(August 12.) Opening and regulating a commercial 
intercourse with Uie island. 

(January 16.) Directing registration of mortgages, 
and other charges on land in the island. 

(January 16.) Altering age of majority in the island, 
from 25 to 21 years. 

(March 18.) Approving instructions to the Gover- 
nor, respecting the mode of disposing of church pa- 
tronage in the island. 

(February 2.) For improving the condition of the 
slave population in the island. (Revoked by Order, 
November 2, 1831.) 

(February 24.) Directing with respect to the pay- 
ment of debts due to minors in the island. 

(November 6.) Establishing a Court of Judicature 
in the island. 

(June 20.) Providing further for the administration 
of justice in the island. (Amended by Order of 
January 7, 1843.) 

(November 2.) Providing certain new regulations 
for improving the state of the slave population. 

(August 16.) Providing for the selection of assessors 
in the court of justice of the island. 

(June 6.) For giving effect in the island to the 
statute 3 & 4 Will. IV. cap. 73, for the abolition of 
I slavery. 
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Tear. 



Orders in Ck>uncil. 



1 835 (September 80.) Declaring Port of Castries, in the 

island, a free warehousing port. 
1888 (February 15.) Declaring the rights of apprenticed 
labourers, erroneously classed under the Slayery 
Abolition Act. 

(June 20.) Extending to the island the provisions 
of Order of April 25, 1838. (See Trinidad.) 

(July 30.) Respecting contracts for service to be 
entered into in the island. 

(July 80.) Approving instructions to the Governor 
for revising the list of official members of the Legis- 
lative Council. 

(September 7.) Regulating duties and rights of 
masters and servants in the island. (Amended by 
Order of June 23, 1841.) 

(September 7.) Prohibiting unlawful occupation of 
land in the island. (Revoked by Order, October 6. 
1838.) 

(September 7.) Regulating the law of marriage in 
the island. 

(October 6.) Approving instructions to Governor, 
regulating precedency of members of Legislative 
Council. 

(October 6.) Preventing the encroachment on un- 
settled land in the island. 
1 839 (February 4.) Confirming, with amendment, an Ordi- 

nance passed by the Governor and Council to amend 
the police laws in force in the island. 

(February 4.) Empowering the officer administering 
the government, to dispense with the services of the 
militia. 

(May 3.) Approving proclamation of Governor 
fixing value of certain Spanish, Mexican, and British 
coins, in the currency of the island. 
1841 (April 1.) Abolishing French " money of account," 

and establishing British sterling in lieu thereof on 
the island. 
1848 (January 4.) Modifying, in the case of immigrants 

from the United States, the provisions of an Order of 
September 7, 1838, respecting the rights and duties 
of masters and servants. 

(June 10.) Empowering the Governor to alter the 
provisions of Orders of September 8, and October 6, 
1838, respecting the rights and duties of masters and 
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Year. Orders in Council. 



servants, the suppression of vagrancy, and preventing 
encroachments on lands. 
1843 (October 2.) Confirming an Ordinance of June 14, 
1843, for establishing district Courts of Appeal, and 
constituting the Executive Council a Court of Appeal 
in the last resort from the decisions of the district 
Courts. 

1847 (August 10.) Specially confirming (under 9 & 10 
Vict. cap. 94.) an Act passed in the island for re- 
pealing differential duties on goods imported thither. 

1848 (May 8.) Confirming an Ordinance of December 
11, 184 7« introducing into the island trial by jury in 
criminal cases, 

1849 (January 31.) Confirming an Ordinance of July 
31, 1848, establishing district Courts of Bequest, 
transferring to the judges thereof the civil jiuisdiction 
of the justices of the peace, in cases of petit debts, 
and extending the same to cases of ejectment. 

(May 1.) Empowering the Governor under certain 
circumstances to elect the official members of the 
Legislative Council. 

(October 6.) Confirming an Ordinance of June 11, 
1849, respectmg the district Courts of Request. 

1850 (January 8.) Confirming an Ordinance of Septem- 
ber 1, 1849, for providing a jurors' book for the year. 

(March 22.) Approving instructions to Governor, 
authorising him to assent to Bills for the naturalisa- 
tion of aliens. 

(June 19.) For improvement of the administration 
of justice in the island. 

(November 13.) Suspending, during the . con- 
tinuance of an Ordinance there, the prohibition re- 
specting reprints of English books. 

1852 (April i5.) Confirming two Ordinances of 1851; 
No. 6,. to raise a loan for formation and repairs of 
roads, and No. 7, to raise funds for the education of 
the inhabitants. 

1854 (October 18.) Confirming Ordinance of Governor, 
and Council of St. Lucia (No. 2 of 1854), to raise 
loan for promoting emigration of Coolie labourers 
into the island of St. Lucia. 
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PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO THE WEST INDIES 
AND CENTRAL AMERICAN DEPENDENCIES 
GENERALLY. 



Year. 



1805 



1806-7 

1807 
1808 

1810-11 



Sessional 
Niimb4>r. 



46 



1812 

1816 
1825 

1826 

1828 

1829 

1830-1 

1831-2 



83 

65 
300 

225 



356 
. 372 
(373 
(172 
\ 266 
(274 

157 



I 



} 



1832 



36| 

1 276 1 

5770 

334) 

334 



362 



363 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 

\ 



Account of duties on sugar, rum, coffee. 
cotton, cocoa, indigo, ginger, and other 
produce imported from > the West Indk 
Colonies. . ; ' . . 

Report on the expedienjey of permitting 
disjbillatibn.from sftgur ;.'also.4'€j)ort on the 
distress of. thie' sugar- colonies. . ' 

Report, from " Committee on the commer- 
cial state of the West India -Colpjiies. 

•Report on the: intercourse between the 
West • India Colonies and the United 
States. 

Report on the expediency of supplying 
the West India Colonies with free la- 
bourers from the East. 

Report of Commissioners of Revenue 
Inquiry, and return of eispense incurred by 
the Commissioners. , 

Return of . colonial produce . consigned 
from the West Indies for, payment of 
duties due to the Goyeiraraetit. 

First report of C^mmissiciners on civil 
aad criminal justice in the .West Indies. 

Second. and; third reports : of Commis- 
sioners on ciyil and criminal justice. 
. Second and tl^ird ^epQrts on civil and 
criminal, j ustice r in Wf s t : I.itdies . 

Corrpspondejipo .I'elative to . tb^ state of 
gaols in the West Indies and South-Ame- 
rican Colonies 

Estimate of the sums required to defrtj 
the charge of salaries to. Goyemors an^ 
LieutenantTGoyemors in the West India 
Colonies. 

Toleration laws passed in the West 
Indies. 
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Year. 



1831-2 



Sessional 
Number. 



381 



562 



1833 



1836 



1837-8 



1840 



736 



560 



137 



83 



1842 
1843 

1844 



1845 
1848 

1847-8 



479 

37 

591 



1851 



< 



426 
322 
230 

r370^ 
399 
467 
643 
732 

L927J 
624 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Report from Select Committee on the 
commercial state of the West India Colo- 
nies. 

Note addressed to Viscount Goderich 
by the legislative agents for the West In- 
dies, praying for the aboHtion of the 4^ 
per cent, duties. 

Amount advanced under 2 & 3 Will. IV. 
cap. 125, for assistance of West India 
proprietors. 

Lord Glenelg's circular (January' 30, 
1836) relative to the sales of Crown lands 
in the West India Colonies. 

Statistical returns relative to the popu- 
lation, state of education, imports, exports, 
shipping, agriculture, &c., of certain West 
India Islands. . 

Circular despatch addressed by Lord 
John Russell to the Governors of the West 
India Colonies, transmitting an Order of 
Her Majesty in Council relative to immi- 
gration into Trinidad. 

Report from Select Committee on West 
India Colonies, with appendix and index. 

Minutes of evidence taken by West In- 
dia Committee. 

Various returns relative to the popula- 
tion, militia, educatioii, trade, shipping, 
currency, and prices of produce and mer- 
chandise in the West Indies. 

West India and British Guiana census. 

Immigration, loans, correspondence. 
. Laws in force in the West India Islands 
with respect to vagrancy. 

Despatches, papers, and reports relat- 
ing to the immigration of negroes, coohes, 
and other labourers from India, Africa, and 
St. Helena, into the West India Colonies. 

Despatches relative to the condition of 
the sugar-growing Colonies in the West 
Indies. 



1 



278 



AMERICIN DEPENDENCIES. 



T«tr. 



1851 

1852 
1852-3 



1853 
1854 
1855 



SeMional 
Number. 



625^ 
231 
269 
270 

894 

266 

3801 

159 

241 

i470j 



Parliamentary Beports^ &c. 



Eetums of immigrants and liberated 
AMcans introduced into the British West 
Indies from 1849 to 1853. 

Betums relative to the West India Mail 
steamers. 

Returns relative to relief to the West 
India Colonies. 

Correspondence relating to silver coins 
in the West Indies. 

Account of loans to the Wesrt India 
Colonies — those repaid, and those still 
due. 



SECT. III. — SOUTHERN AMERICAN DEPENDENCIES 
Brittsh Guiana, Falkland Islands, and Pitcaibn. 



BRITISH GUIANA. 

British Guiana, including Demerara, Essequibo, and 
Berbice, comprises an area of about 100,000 square 
miles, extending from the Corentyn River to the Ori- 
noco on the Atlantic shore of South America. This 
territory was first settled by the Dutch West Indian 
Company in 1621, and having been alternately held 
by France, Holland, and England, capitulated to the 
latter Power, September 18, 1803, and was, by a con- 
vention signed at London, August 13, 1814, confirmed 
to Great Britain. 

The law by which British Guiana is chiefly governed 
is the Roman Dutch law of the United Provinces, and 
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was first promulgated in the districts of which the 
Colony is composed, on October 4, 1774, by the 
States-General. The Comrts and Administration of 
Justice in British Guiana were regulated by Orders in 
Council dated April 23, and June 20, 1831, in pur- 
suance of which Ordinances have from time to time 
been framed by the Local Government. 

By the Commission of Sir Benjamin D 'Urban, 
dated March 4, 1831, Demerara, Essequibo, and Ber- 
bice, were consolidated into the Colony of British 
Guiana, and the constitution of the Colony, as framed 
in 1773, when the three Provinces of which it is com- 
posed belonged to Holland, was, with some modifica- 
tions, confirmed. The following is its present form.* 
A Governor and a " Court of PoUcy " of ten members, 
five of whom (namely, the Chief Justice, Colonial Se- 
cretary, Attorney-General, Collector of Customs, and 
the Governor himself) are official, and five non-official 
members. The non-official members of the Court of 
Policy are chosen by an electoral body of seven mem- 
bers, called the " College of Kiezers," who are them- 
selves chosen for life or during their residence in the 
Colony without any property qualification, by the 
votes of all the inhabitants, male or female, who person- 
ally, or in a representative capacity, pay an income-tax 
on not less than 667 dollars (about £139), or taxes of 
any kind to the amount of 23^ dollars (about £5). 
Any inhabitant is eligible, there being no property 
qualification for a Kiezer, but they lose their power in 

* Vide Order in Council, February 28, 1855. 
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case of absence from the Colony. Vacancies in the 
Court of Policy, arising by the resignation of the 
senior non-official member every second year, are filled 
up, as they arise from a double nomination made by 
the College of Kiezers ; the Governor of the Colony 
having a casting vote. There is also a College of 
Financial Representatives of six members, elected in 
the same manner as the College of Kiezers, but for 
two years only, though eligible for re-election. The 
*' Combined Court," or General Assembly of the 
Colony, on which devolves the sanctioning of the ex- 
penditure of the public money, is formed by the com- 
bination of the ten members of the Court of Policy 
and the six inembers of the College of ** Financial 
Representatives.*' 

By Orders in Council, of December 26, 1851, and 
February 28, 1855, the Governor was authorised to 
effect certain changes in the constitution of the Com- 
bined Coiu-t. 

The salary of the Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief is £4000 per annum. 



Among those who have eecently held the Office of Go- 
VEBKOB OF British Guiana are the following, with 
the Dates of their respective Commissions: — 

Sir W. M. G. Colebrooke, November 22, 1847. 

Heniy Barkly, December 16, 1848. 

Philip Edmimd Wodehouse, February 20, 1864. 

*** By patent, dated August 21, 1842 (and revoking former 
patents of July 24, 1824, April 2, 1825, May 11, 1826, and 
September 24, 1839), the episcopal diocese of British Guiana 
was constituted. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO 
BRITISH GUIANA. 

Tear. Orders in Council. 



1618 (March 16.) Cancelling commission of discovery 
on the river Amazon granted to Colonel Harcourt. 

1619 (April 11.) Granting patent and commission to the 
Duke of Lennox and others. 

1638 (October 1.) Ordering certain reprieved prisoners 
in Newgate to be banished thither. 

1660 (July 13.) Referring to Committee a petition of 
Lord Willoughby, of Parham, respecting a grant of 
part of Guiana. 

1803 (November 21.) For opening a commercial inter- 
course with Demerara and Essequibo. 

1810 (May 23.) Authorising the investment of £13,000, 
being the proceeds of gold coin remitted from Esse- 
quibo and Berbice, in trustees for those Colonies. 

(August 8.) Establishing a court of Vice-Admiralty 
at Demerara. 

1819 (May 28.) For giving validity to certain marriages 
contracted at Demerara. 

1824 (March 10.) For regulating the administration of 
the church and poor's fund at Demerara. 

(March 10.) For improving the condition of the 
slaves at Demerara. 

(August 14.) For amending and carrying into effect 
an Ordinance of the Lieut.-Govemor and Court of 
Policy at Demerara and Essequibo, intituled "An 
Act for the better Government of the Mihtia of those 
United Colonies." 

1826 (January 30.) For dissolving the Council of Govern- 
ment of Berbice, and substituting a new Council in 
lieu thereof. 

(July 27.) Continuing, to December 31, 1827, an 
Order of December 18, 1824, regulating the proceed- 
ings of the Court of Policy in framing laws for the 
government of Demerara. 

1828 (December 16.) Regulating proceedings on appeals 
from the Supreme Court of Civil and Crimin«d Jus- 
tice in Demerara and Essequibo. 

1829 (March 18.) Approving report of Committee on 
four petitions of proprietors and mortgagees of estates 
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Year. 



Orders in Connci].' 



in Demerara against the compulsoiy manumission of 
slaves. 

1829 (May 13.) Confirming ordinance of Lieutenant- 
Governor and Council of Berbice respecting the 
manumission of slaves there. (Revoked February 3, 
1830.) 

(June 10.) For enabling slaves to purchase their 
own freedom on an appraisement in Demerara, in 
cases where the owner may be unable or unwilling to 
effect their manumission by private contract. 

(October 12.) Recognising validity of Ordinances 
of Lieut-Governor and Court of Policy of Demerara. 

1830 (November 5.) Establishing a Court of Judicature 
in British Guiana. 

1831 (June 20.) For making further provision for the 
administration of justice in British Guiana. 

(November 2.) For improving the condition of the 
slave population in Demerara and Berbice. 

1832 (August 15.) Providing for the selection of asses- 
sors in the Courts of Justice in British Guiana. 

(November 6.) Confirming an Ordinance of British 
Guiana for establishing inferior Courts of Justice 
there. 

1834 (June 6.) Confirming (with certain exceptions) an 

Ordinance of British Guiana giving effect to an 
Act of the Lnperial Parliament for fiie abolition of 
slavery. 

1836 (June 24.) Confirming an Ordinance of British 

Guiana, of March 8, 1834, for the government and 
registration of apprenticed labourers. 

(December 21.) Authorising all special Justices 
of the Peace appointed in pursuance of the Slavery 
Abolition Act, and all clergymen and other teachers 
of religion, and medical practitioners, to enter and 
inspect, at their discretion, all hospitals and other 
places in the Colony for the reception of the sick. 

1836 (June 29.) For defining the word "employer," as 

occurring in Ordinance of March, 1834, of Lieut- 
Governor and Court of Policy of British Guiana. 

1838 (April 25.) For regulating the supply of food to 

apprenticed labourers in British Guiana, and for 
revising the classification of apprenticed labourers. 
(May 15.) Approving Commission and instructions 

to Governor H. Light, Esq. 
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Year. 



Orders in Council. 



1838 (September 7.) For regulating rights and duties of 

masters and servants in British Guiana, and for pre- 
venting and punishing vagrancy there, and for pre- 
venting the unlawful occupation of land there, aad 
for regulating the law of marriage there. 

(October 6.) For preventing encroachments on un- 
settled land in British Guiana. 

(October 6.) For confirming, with certain amend- 
ments, two Oi'dinances of British Guiana for incor- 
porating a bank there, to be called the "British 
Guiana Bank." 

(November 29.) For enabling the Governor to dis- 
pense, at his discretion, with the services of the 
militia. 

1839 (February 20.) For saving to the clergy the hereto- 
fore existing marriage fees. 

(May 3.) Approving proclamation of the Governor 
declaring the value of Spanish, Mexican, and Colum- 
bian doubloons, and of British silver, in the currency 
of British Guiana. 

(August 26.) Declaring George Town, in Deme- 
rara, a free warehousing port. 

1840 (March 5.) Confirming, with certain exceptions, 
an Ordinance of British Guiana respecting the 
establishment of a Mayor and Town Council at 
George Town. 

(September 11.) Declaring New Amsterdam, in 
Berbice, a free warehousing port. 

1841 (June 23.) Amending Order of September 7, 1838, 
respecting contracts between masters and servants. 

1842 (April 27.) Disallowing, imder certain contingen- 
cies, an Ordinance of British Guiana to regulate oud 
encourage immigration. 

(June 3.) Continuing to the Combined Court of 
British Guiana, dining the term of a civil list granted 
to Her Majesty, the functions of controlling, subject 
to the civil list arrangements, the general amount of 
the revenue to be raised there, and the appropriation 
thereof. 

1843 (January 4.) Amending an Order of Jime 20, 1831, 
for regulating the administration of justice in British 
Guiana. 

(January 4.) Modifying, in tlie case of emigrants 
from the United Stat.es, the provisions of Order of 
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Year. 



Orders in Council. 



September 7, 1838. (Kevoked by Order of July 6, 
1846.) 

1843 (April 3.) Authorising Governor and Court of 

Policy to make laws regulating the administration of 
civil and criminal justice in British Guiana. 

(June 10.) Empowering Governor to alter provi- 
sions of Orders of September 7, and October 6, 1838. 

1845 (April Ji6.) Authorising the re-enactment of an Or- 

dinance irregularly passed, January 13, 1B45, respect- 
ing the payment of interest on redemption of a loan 
of J6 160,000, to be raised for immigration purposes. 

1847 (October 30.) Declarii^, under statute 9 & 10 Vict 

cap. 94, Her Majesty's assent to an . Ordinance of 
June 16, 1847, respecting Customs duties on inoports 
into British Guiana, under statute 8 and 9 Vict 
cap. 93. 

1860 (January 8.) Confirming an Ordinance of Septem- 
ber 26, 1849, " to extend the exercise of the Elective 
Franchise in British Guiana, to establish a Qualifica- 
tion for Members of the College of Electors, and of 
Financial Representatives to divide the Colony into 
Electoral Divisions, arid to repeal Ordinance No. 86 
of the year 1836. 

(August 14.) Authorising the employment of steam 
or other vessels of foreign build, and owned by 
foreigners, in tlie coasting trade of British Guiana. 

1861 (October 23.) Suspending, during the continuance 
of an Act passed in British Guiana, the prohibition 
against the importation into that Colony of foreign 
reprints of British books. 

(December 26.) Empowering Governor and Court 
of Policy ' to pass Ordinances for . making certain 
changes in the constitution of the said Court, and of 
the Combined Court 
1863 (August 19.) Continuing to the Combined Court, 

for a stated time, certain privileges guaranteed to 
them by Order of June 3, 1842. • 
1854 (January 30.) Approving commission and instruc- 

tions to P. E. Wodehouse, Esq. 

(April 24.) Confirming an Ordinance of British 
Guiana, establishing a Board for the Relief of the 
Poor. 

(March 9.) Extending to British Guiana the provi- 
sions of an Order of August 19, 1853, regulating 
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Year. 



1665 



Orders in ConnciL 



the ate at which American gold shill pass current 
there. 

(February 28.) Authorising the Governor and 
Court "of Policy of British . Guiana, to make certain 
changes. in the' constitution of the said Court, and of 
the Combined Court. 



PAKLIAMENTARY PAPERS RELATING TO BRITISH 

GUIANA.* 



Year. 



1812 



1816 

1824 
1829 
1830. \ 
1837-8 
1840 



Sessional 
Number. 



356 ' 



(609) 
1528) 

ri58i 

J 333 Y 

t338j 

335 



262 

(180 
1232 

77 



{ 



151 



404 



Parliamentary Reports^ &c. 



Papers relative to the appointment of 
Commissioners for managing the Crown 
estates in Berbice, and on the continent of 
South America. 

Papers relative to the Crown estates at 
Berbice. 

Papers relative to the insurrection of 
slaves at Demerara, and to a Court Martial 
held there. 

Report from Protector of slaves at 
Demerafa and Berbice. . 
. Report from Protector of slaves. 

Copies of Orders in Council and Or- 
dinances on relative duties of masters and 
labourers in British Guiana. 

Reports from, ' and despatches to, the 
Goyemor. of British Guiana, respecting 
Hill Coolies introduced into the Colony. 

Correspondence, "between the Secretary 
of State and the Governor, respecting the 
immigration of labourers into flie Colony 
of British' Guiana. ; 

Extracts from Lord Aberdeen's and Lord 
John Russeirs despatches, relating to a 
civil list for the Colony of British Guiana. 



* Vide supra, p. 276. 
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Y«w. 


ScMional 
Number. 


1840 


288 


1843 


404 


1846 

1847-8 


514 

184 


1860 


21 


1861 


154 


1862 


405 


1853 


986 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Betum of memorial of Mr. Schomburgh, 
who lately explored the interior of the 
Colony of British Guiana. 

Correspondence relating to the return of 
Coolies from that colony to India. 

Crown land sale regulations. 

List of estates, and abandoned estates 
in British Guiana, the whole or part of 
which have been purchased by agricultural 
labourers. 

Despatches respecting certain disputes 
between the Governor and the Combined 
Court, concerning the estimates. 

Correspondence between the Governor 
and Earl Grey, on Constitutional Reform 
in the colony. 

Despatches from Governor Barkly, dated 
November, 1851, and January, 1852. 

Betums relating to Chinese immigration 
to British Guiana. 



THE FALKLAND ISLANDS. 

These islands are situate between the parallels of 
5F and 53° S. latitude and the meridians of 57** and 
62* W. longitude. They consist of two large and about 
100 smaller islands, comprising an aggregate area of 
about three and a half milUon acres. The islands were 
discovered in 1594 by Hawkins, and were alternately 
held by French, Spaniards, and English, till 1774, when 
they were for a time abandoned, and finally, after a 
temporary occupation by the Argentine Republic, the 
Falklands were, in 1833, taken possession of by the 
British Government for the protection of the Whale 
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Fishery, and a Governor placed there. The southern 
portion of East Falkland having been granted to 
M. Lafone, a merchant at Buenos Ayres, is now held 
by the Falkland Islands Company. 

The Government of the Palklands is administered 
by a Governor and an Executive Council, consisting of 
the Colonial Surgeon and Stipendiary Magistrate, who, 
with the Colonial Chaplain, and two unofficial mem- 
bers, form the Legislative Council, all being appointed 
by Her Majesty, on the Governor's recommendation. 

The salary of the Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief is £800 per annum. 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO THE FALK- 
LAND ISLANDS. 



1 

Year. 



1843 



Orders in Council. 



1847 



(June 10.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to R. Clement Moody, R.E., Governor of the 
islands. 

(August a3.) Approving device of a seal for the 
Government of the Falkland Islands. 

(October 23.) Approving gi-ant of Charter of In- 
corporation to the Falkland Islands Company. 

(November 22.) Approving commission and in- 
structions to G. Rennie, Esq., Governor of the Is- 
lands. 
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PARLUMENTARY ACCOUNTS AND PAPERS RELAT 
ING TO THE FALKLAND ISLANDS. 



Tear. 



1841 
1844 



1845 



Sessional 
Number. 



3 
591 

108 

129 

193 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Papers relating to the colonisation of 
the Falkland Islands. 

Quantities of the principal artieles im- 
ported and exported to and from the 
Falklands. 

Estimate of sum required to defray 
the expenses of the civil estahlishment at 
the Falklands. 

Correspondence respecting the issaeof 
inconvertible paper-money in the Falk- 
lands. 

Return of the various parliamentaiy 
grants, from 1840, and of the annutd 
income and expenditure of the Falklands. 



PITCAIRN'S ISLAND. 

This island is situate in 25"* 4' S. latitude, and 130" 
8' W. longitude, and comprises about 1200 acres. It 
was originally discovered in July, 1767, by Captain 
Carteret -of His Majesty's sloop SwaUow, and by him 
named Pitcairn's Island from a young man who first 
saw it, son of Major Pitcairn. There were traces of a 
native race and of their idols, but the island was unin- 
habited when taken possession of by the mutineers of 
the Bounty in December, 1789. They were first 
visited by an English ship in 1814, and on November 
SQ, 1838, the island was formally taken possession of 
for the British Crown by Commander EDiott of Her 
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ilajesty*s sloop Fly^ who drew up the laws by which 
he inhabitants have since been governed. The au- 
hority is vested in a Chief Magistrate, elected every 
^ear by the votes of all above 18 years of age, aided 
3y two Councillors, one elected by the votes of the 
people, the other nominated by the magistrate. The 
magistrate swears allegiance to Her Majesty. 

The appeal in cases of dispute is to the captain of 
the first Queen's ship visiting the island. 



ACTS OF THE IMPEKIAL PAKLIAMENT RELATING 
TO THE CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN AMERI- 
CAN DEPENDENCIES. 



Royal 
Assent. 



1806 



1808 



Acts of Parliament. 



1820 



1825 



1832 



(July 3.) 46 Geo. HI. cap. 80. — ^An Act to provide 
for the more effectual examination of accoimts of the 
expenditure of the public money in the West Indies, 
and for the better discovery of frauds and abuses 
therein. 

(June 28.) 48 Geo. III. cap. 91.— An Act for 
enabling the Commissioners appointed to examine 
accounts of public expenditure in the West Indies 
more effectually to investigate the said accounts. 

(July 14.) 4 Geo. IV. cap. 60. — ^An Act to carry 
into effect certain licences permitting the removal 
of negro slaves from the Bahama Islaiids to Deme- 
rara. 

(July 5.) 6 Geo. IV. cap. 88. — An Act to make 
provision for the salaries of certain bishops and 
other ecclesiastical dignitaries and ministers in the 
dioceses of Jamaica, Barbados, and the Leeward 
Islands, and to enable His Majesty to grant annui- 
ties to such bishops on the resignation of their offices. 
(Amended by 7 Geo. IV. cap. 4.) 

(August 16.) 2 & 3 Will. IV. cap. 125.— An Act for 
enabling His Majesty to direct the issue of Exche- 
quer bills to a limited amount for the purposes and 
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Boyal 
Auent 



1338 
1836 

1838 



1842 



1843 



1844 



1848 



1860 



Acti of Parliament 



in the manner therein mentioned, and for giving 
relief to Trinidad, British Guiana, and St. Lucia. 
(Amended by 5 & 6 Will. IV. cap. 51, and 3 & 4 Vict. 
cap. 40.) 

8 & 4 Will. IV. cap. 73. — ^An Act for the abolition 
of slavery. 

(June 7.) 6 & 7 Will. IV. cap. 17.— An Act to make 
provision for the better administration of justice in 
certain of His Majesty*s West India Colonies. 

(August 4.) 1 & 2 Vict. cap. 67. — ^An Act for the 
better government of prisons in the West Indies. 

(August 14.) 1 & 2 Vict. cap. 92.— An Act to 
repeal the 4| per centum (or West India) duties. 

(March 23.) 5 Vict. (Sess. 2.) cap. 4. — ^An Act to 
provide for the increase in the number of bishoprics 
and archdeaconries in the West Indies, and to amend 
the several Acts relating thereto. 

(August 22.) 6 & 7 Vict. cap. 63.— An Act for 
granting relief to the islands of Antigua, St. Kitt*s, 
Nevis, Montserrat, and Dominica. 

(August 24.) 6 & 7 Vict. cap. 87. — ^An Act for 
raising £11,132,000 by Exchequer bills, for the ser- 
vice of the year 1848, and for amending an Act for 
granting relief to certain islands in the West Indies. 

(June 6.) 7 Vict. cap. 19. — An Act for giving addi- 
tional powers to the Commissioners for Uie relief of 
certain of Her Majesty's Colonies and Plantations in 
the West Indies. 

(June 9.) 11 Vict. cap. 22. — An Act for granting 
relief to the island of Tobago, and for aiding the 
Colonies of British Guiana and Trinidad in raising 
money for the promotion of the immigration of free 
labourers. 

(September 6.) 11 & 12 Vict. cap. 130.— ^An Act 
for guaranteeing the interest on such loans, not ex- 
ceeding £500,000, as may be raised by the Britisb 
Colonies on ihe continent of South America and the 
West Indies for certain piuposes. (Amended by 16 
Vict. cap. 4.) 

(May 31.) 13 Vict. cap. 16. — An Act to authorise 
the establishment of Courts of Appeal for certain of 
Her Majesty's West India Colonies. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

AUSTRALASIAN DEPBNDBNOIBa 

I. — ^AusTBALiA or New Holland, comprising New South 
Wales, Victoria, South Australla, and Western Aus- 
tralia. 

II. — ^Tasmania and Norfolk Island. 

III. — ^New Zealand, including the Chatham and Auckland 
Islands. 



AUSTRALIA. 

I.-^NEW SOUTH WALES. 

|JEW SOUTH WALES (as defined by section 46 of 
the Provincial Act embodied in statute 18 & 19 
Vict. cap. 54) comprises " all that portion of Australia 
which is situate between the meridians of 129** and 
154** E. longitude, and northward of the 40th parallel 
^t S. latitude, save and except the territories com- 
prised within the boundaries of the Colonies of South 
Australia and Victoria." 

The Colony of New South Wales, subject to certain 
powers of subdivision reserved to the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, now comprises an area of 680,000 square miles, 
I exceeding that of the united territories of France, 
' Austria, and Turkey. 

u 2 



I 



1 
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The continent of Australia was discovered by a 
French Commander early in the 16th century, after- 
wards visited at various times by Portuguese, Spanish, 
Dutch, and English ships, and was first colonised in 
1788, in pursuance of statute 24 Geo. III. cap. 56. 
By that Act His Majesty in Council was empowered 
to appoint to what place beyond the seas either within 
or without His Majesty's dominions, offenders (who 
from 1619 till the commencement of the War of 
Independence in 1774, had been chiefly exiled to 
America*) should be transported. By two Orders in 
Council, dated December 6, 1786, the eastern coast 
of Australia, and the adjacent islands were fixed on 
as the places of banishment, in consequence of the re- 
port of Captain Cook who had visited the country in 
1770. 

Between 1788 and 1840, about 80,000 convicts 
were sent from this country to New South Wales, 
under a system organised and regulated by various 
Acts of Parliament and Orders in Council framed 
under their provisions. 

By one of these Orders, dated September 4, 1848, 
the system of inter-colonial transportation by virtue of 
which New South Wales had been up to that time a 
receptacle for offenders from other Colonies, was dis- 
continued, so far as New South Wales was concerned. 
The system of transportation from the United Kingdom 
continued, nevertheless, until 18*51, when, by Order 
in Council, dated June 25 in that year, so much o! 

* Vide Chapter VII., on Transportation. 
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the then subsisting laws and regulations on the sub- 
ject as related to the Colony of New South Wales 
and its Dependencies was revoked, and from that 
date transportation to New South Wales altogether 
ceased. 

In the meantime the Civil Government of the Co- 
lony had undergone various changes. TiQ 1843, abso- 
lute authority was vested in successive Governors sent 
out from England, aided by Executive Councils. In 
1843, in pursuance of statute 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 76, in 
addition to the Executive Council (then composed of 
the Commander of the Forces, the Colonial Secretary 
and Treasurer, and the Attorney-General appointed by 
the Crown), a Legislative Council was estabUshed, com- 
prising, besides the above-named oflBcial^, the Collector 
of Customs, and Auditor-General, and 6 non-official 
members, appointed by the Governor, and confirmed 
by the Crown, also 24 elected members, making in 
all 36. The southern or Port Philip district was to 
be represented by 6 of the 24 elected members ; New 
South Wales proper by the remainder. 

The next change in the constitution of New South 
Wales was effected by the provisions of statute 13 & 14 
Vict. cap. 59, which received the royal assent August 
5, 1850. By that Act, which severed the southern, 
now the Colony of Victoria, from the northern dis- 
trict, and defined the geographical boundaries of each, 
the then Governor and Council of New South Wales 
>^ere empowered to establish electoral divisions in both 
districts, and to fix the number of members of which 
the new Councils in each should consist, provided that 
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one-third of the members of each Councfl should be 
appointed by the Crown^ and the remaining two-thirds 
be elected by the inhabitants. The qualification of 
Voters at elections for members of the Councils, esta- 
blished by the Act, was fixed as follows : — ^natural-born 
or naturalised subjects of Her Majesty in New South 
Wales, unconvicted, or if convicted, pardoned, or 
having fulfilled their sentences, were entitled to vote 
under any one of the following qualifications. Eree- 
holders to the value of £100 sterling; householders 
and leaseholders (for three years or more) to the amount 
of £10 per annum, or pasture-licence-holders within 
the district, provided that, in all cases, aU rates and 
taxes in arrear beyond three months preceding the 
election should have been paid. The number of 
members for New South Wales proper, fixed by the 
Governor and Council, was 48, and the first writs 
issued summoned them for March, 1851.^ The quah- 
fication of members of the Council remained the 
same as fixed by sect. 8 of 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 76, by 
which every candidate was required to be a natural- 
bom or naturalised subject of the Queen, possessed of 
an estate of freehold of the value of £100 a year, or 
of £2000 sterling, above all charges and incumbrances. 
The only limitation imposed by the Australian Colo- 
nies Government Act of 1850, on their powers of in- 
dependent legislation, was that which prescribed that 
any Customs Duties imposed by the Provincial Legis- 
latures be uniform, and not inconsistent with existing 
laws and treaties between Great Britain and foreign 
Powers. The 34th section of the same Act defined 
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the 30th degree of S. latitude as the northern boundary 
3f the Colony of New South Wales ; beyond that limit 
power was reserved by the Act to the Crown to con- 
stitute new Colonies in Northern Australia, on petition 
of the inhabitant householders in those territories. 

The Council was empowered by this Act to make 
laws, and to alter the representative system, or to esta- 
blish two Charters, provided (by section 32), that 
every Bill which shall be passed by the Council for 
any such purpose shall be reserved for the signification 
of Her Majesty's pleasure thereon, and that a copy 
of such Bill shall be laid before both Houses of Par- 
liament for the space of 30 days at the least, before 
Her Majesty's pleasure thereon shall be signified. The 
power conferred by this clause (which appHes equally 
to Victoria, Van Dieman's Land, and South and 
Western Australia) the colony of New South Wales 
has already exercised, on the invitation or suggestion 
of the Imperial Government. By a despatch, dated 
December 15, 1852, Her Majesty's Secretary of State 
for the Colonies (Sir John Pakington) communicated 
to the Governor of New South Wales the willingness 
of Her Majesty's Government to repeal the Land 
Sales Acts, and to effect such other legislative changes 
as should be necessary, on the receipt from New South 
Wales of an enactment establishing the constitution 
of that Colony on the basis of that of Canada, and 
granting a Civil List to Her Majesty.* 

* A counterpart of this despatch was also addressed to the 
Governors of South Australia and Victoria, and Van Dieman s 
Land. 
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On December 22, 1853, a Provincial Act, 17 Vict. 
cap. 41, framed in pursruance of the above intimation, 
and intituled " An Act to confer a Constitution on 
New South Wales, and to grant a Civil List to Her 
Majesty," was passed by the Legislative Council of 
that Colony, and reserved by the Governor for the 
signification thereon of Her Majesty's pleasure. 

The main provisions of this Bill are as follows : — ^the 
estabUshment of two Deliberative Chambers, a Legis- 
lative Council, and a Legislative Assembly. The 
Legislative Council to consist of not less than 21 
members, being of full age, naturalised or natural- 
bom subjects of Her Majesty, not less than four-fifths 
of whom are to be persons not holding any civil office 
of emolument under the Crown. One-third to form 
a quorum. The Council, and President to be ap- 
pointed by the Crown, to hold their Seats for five 
years, and after the expiration of that time, all future 
CounciDors for life. 

The Legislative Assembly, as constituted by the 
Bill, consists of 54 members, to be elected for five 
years, 20 to form a quorum. The qualification fixed 
for members and electors is the same. All inhabit- 
ants of full age, natural-bom or naturalised, not having 
been convicted, or if convicted, pardoned, and having 
paid all rates and taxes, to which they may be liable, 
are qualified as candidates and electors under any one 
of the following qualifications. 

As owners of freehold estate of £100 value ; as 
householders ; lodging-occupiers ; or leaseholders (for 
three years) at £10 per annum; as boarders at £40 
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per annum ; as receivers of £1 00 per annum, salary ; 
or as pasture-liceuce-holders for one year. Provided 
always, that electors must possess their qualification 
in the district in respect whereof they claim to vote, 
and that all seats shall be vacated on the acceptance of 
office ; and that no minister of religion, and five enu- 
merated civil officers only, shall be eUgible to sit and 
vote in the Legislative Assembly. 

It is provided, that the same causes shall vacate the 
seats of members of both Houses; viz. resignation, 
absence, declaration of allegiance to a foreign Power, 
bankruptcy, insolvency, treason, felony, or becoming 
a public contractor. 

Provision is also made for dividing the Colony into 
electoral districts and framing electoral Usts, and for 
altering the representative system by Bill assented to 
by a majority of the Legislative Council, and two- 
thirds of the Legislative Assembly. 

The Legislature hereby to be created is to have 
power to impose Customs duties (not being differen- 
tial). The boundaries of the Colony are defined, and 
its existing laws saved. A sum not exceeding £64,300 
per annum, in respect of the Civil List, is charged on 
the Consolidated Revenue Pund of the Colony for Her 
Majesty. 

The Act to have no force till so much of 9 Geo. IV. 
cap. 83 ; 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 36 and 76 ; 7 & 8 Vict, 
cap. 72 and 74; 9 & 10 Vict. cap. 104; 13 & 14 
Vict. cap. 59, as relates to the Colony, and is repug- 
nant to this Act, be repealed, and the entire manage- 
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ment of the Crown lands, and the revenue therefrom 
arisuig, be vested in the Local Legislature. 

Sections 1, 2, 3, 38, 39, 40, 41, 48, and 54, of this 
Bill, contained certain provisions defining " Imperial 
subjects,'** and Umiting the authority of the Crown 
and the Governor with respect to the disallowance of, 
or assent to. Colonial statutes, and for the reference of 
disputed questions in this behalf to the Judicial Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council, and respecting future 
changes in the Colonial boundaries. 

These provisions were deemed to involve an uncon- 
stitutional interference with the Imperial prerogatives, 
on the part of the Colonial Legislature, and were ac- 
cordingly omitted from the Act as assented to hy Her 
Majesty. 

By statute 18 & 19 Vict. cap. 54, the above Act, as 
amended, received the royal assent, and all previous 

* Bills on Imperial subjects are, by Sect 2, defined as fol- 
lows : — 

1. Bills touching the allegiance of the inhabitants of this 
Colony to Her Majesty's Crown. 

2. Bills touching the naturalisation of aliens. 

8. Bills relating to treaties between the Crown and any 
foreign Power. 

4. Bills relating to political intercourse and communication 
between this Colony, and any officer of a foreign Power or 
Dep'endency. 

6. Bills relating to the employment, command, and disci- 
pline of Her Majesty's land or sea forces within this Colony, 
and whatever relates to the defence of the Colony from foreign 
aggression, including the command of the municipal militia 
and marine. 

6. Bills relating to the crime of high treason. 
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\.cts inconsistent with its provisions were repealed ; 
ind the boundaries of the Colonies of New South 
SVales and Victoria were defined. By statute 18 & 19 
Vict. cap. 56, all Acts in force respecting the disposal 
of the waste lands of the Crown in Australia were 
repealed, and other provisions made in Heu thereof. 

The Governor's salary, as proposed by the schedule 
to the New South Wales Constitution Act, is £7000 
per annum. 



The following is a List of those who have held the office 

OF GOVEBNOR OF NEW SoUTH WaLES, WITH THE DATES OF 
THEIR RESPECTIVE COMMISSIONS : — 

Captain Arthur Phillip, K.N., January 36, 1788. 
Captain Francis Gross, December 11, 1792. 
Captain l^terson, December 16, 1794. 
Captain Hunter, R.N., August, 7, 1796. 
Captain P. G. King, R.N., September 28, 1800. 
Captain W. Bligh, R.N., August 13, 1806. 
MajoT-General Lachlan Macquarrie, January 1, 1810. 
Major-General Sir T. Brisbane, December 1, 1821. 
Colonel Stuart, December 1, 1826. 
Lieutenant-General R. Darling, December 19, 1826. 
Colonel Lindesay, October 22, 1831. 
Major-General Sir R. Bourke, December 8, 1831. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kennett Snodgrass, December 6, 1837. 
Sir George Gipps, February 24, 1 838. 
Sir M. C. O'Connell, July 11, 1846. 
Sir Charles A. Fitzroy, August 3, 1846. 
Sir W. T. Denison, August 1 1, 1864. 

*** By patents, dated June 26,* 1847 (revoking patent of 
January 18, 1836), the episcopal dioceses of Sydney and New- 
castle were constituted. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO NEW SOUTH 

WALES. 



Tmt. 



1786 



1824 



1826 
1830 



Orders in Council. 



1831 



1882 



1833 
1840 

1841 
1842 



(December 6.) Appointing, in pursuance of statute 
24 George III. cap. 56., &e eastern coast of New 
South Wales, and islands adjacent, to be places to 
which convicts, sentenced to be transported, beyond 
the seas, may be conveyed. 

(June 23.) Order relating to transportation. 

(October 19.) Empowering the judge of the Su- 
preme Court to make and alter the rules and orders 
of the said Court. 

(November 1 1.) Order relating to transportation. 

(June 28.) Approving instructions to the Governor 
of New South Wales for abolishing a corporation 
called "The Trustees of the Clergy and School 
Lands." 

(January 31.) Approving instructions tp the Gover- 
nor for regulating the disposal of Crown lands in 
New South Wales. 

(August 10.) Approving commission and instruc- 
tions to Major-General R. Bourke, Captain-General, 
and Govemor-in- Chief of New South Wales and Van 
Dieman's Land. 

(June 27.) Extending to the Customs officers in 
New South Wales, and the Australian Colonies gene- 
rally, the powers vested in those officers belonging to 
British North-American Colonies, by statute Geo. IV. 
cap. 114 sec. 50. 

(November 20 ) Appointing Port of Sydney to be 
a free warehousing port. 

(March 6.) Appointing Melbourne, in Port Philip 
district, to be a free warehousing port. 

(May 22.) Approving instructions to Governor Sir 
George Gipps, respecting the alienation and settle- 
ment of the waste lands of the Crown. 

(August 21 ) Revoking certain regulations relative 
to the sale of the waste lands of the Crown. 

(June 29.) Empowering the Governor to exercise 
the prerogative of pardon in cases of treason or 
murder. 

(August 27.) Empowering the Governor to nomi- 
nate the non-elective members of the Legisia- 
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Tear. Orders in Council. 



tive Council to be established under statute 6 & 6 
Yict. cap. 76, and instructing the said Governor as to 
assenting to, or dissenting from, or reserving for the 
royal pleasure such Bills as ma^^be passed by the 
Legislative Council, under the above Act. 

1842r (August Q7.) Approving instructions to the Gover- 

nors of New South Wales, and other Australian 
Colonies, prescribing the forms to be observed in the 
conveyance of Crown Ismds. 

1845 (April 26.) Appointing New South Wales to be a 

place of detention (under statute 6 Geo. IV. cap. 
69), for convicts transported from Van Dieman*s 
Land. (Revoked January 21, 1846.) 

(December 10.) Approving Commission to Sir C. 
Fitzroy, as Governor of NorSi Australia, and charter 
including that Colony. (Revoked December 1 9, 1 846.) 
(December 23.) Appointing port of Newcastle, at 
the mouth of the river Hunter, to be a free ware- 
housing port. 

1847 (March 9.) Establishing regulations relative to the 
sale of waste lands, under the powers contained in 
9 & 10 Vict. cap. 104. 

(September 28.) Appointing Portland, in Port 
I Philip district, to be a free warehousing port. 

1848 (March 2.) Approving Commission to the Gover- 
nor of New South Wales, extending the northern 
limits of that Colony to the 26th degree of south 
latitude. 

(August 11.) Amending Order of March 9, 1847, 
regulating the occupation of lands in New South 
Wales. 

(September 4.) Appointing New South Wales, 
Van Dieman's Island, Norfolk Island, and the Cape of 
Good Hope, places for reception of convicts. 
1849 (May 1.) Approving report of correspondence be- 

tween Earl Grey and the Governor of New South 
Wales, and other Governors of Her Majesty's Austra- 
lian settlements, on the subject of the introduction 
into Parliament of a Bill for the better government 
of those Colonies. 

(June 29.) Authorising the Governor of New South 
Wales to insert in any lease of land, certain con- 
ditions for securing its peaceable and effectual occu- 
pation. 
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Tmt. 



1850 



1851 
1853 

1854 



Olden in Council. 



(June 19.) Empowering the Governor of New 
South Wales to grant leases of land for periods not 
exceeding one year, for pastoral and other purposes, 
on the tOKns therein stated. 

(November ] 3.) Begulating appeals from the deci- 
sions of the Supreme Court of New South Wales, 
to Her Majesty in GounciL 

(June 25.) Revoking Transportation Order of Sep- 
tember 4, 1848. 

(August 19.) Defining constitution of the Sydney 
mint, and prescribing the conditions required to 
secure the integrity of the coin. 

(August 11.) Begulating leases of Crown lands in 
New South Wales, supposed to contain minerals not 
auriferous. (Under statute 9 & 10 Vict. cap. 104 ^ 

loej 

(September 13.) Assenting to a Bill passed by the 
Legislative Council of New South Wales, regulating 
the execution of criminals. 

(October 18.) Approving Order framed on repre- 
sentation of the Master ot the Mint empowering the 
striking of sovereigns and half-sovereigns at the Syd- 
ney Branch of the Boyal Mint, and for giving cur- 
rency to those coins in the Australian Colonies. 



ACTS OF THE IMPEBIAL PABLIAMENT BELATING 

TO NEW SOUTH WALES. 



KojbI 

Awent. 



Acts of Parliament 



1813 



1824 



(December 6.) 54 Geo. III. cap. 15. — ^An Act for 
the more easy recovery of debts in His Majesty's 
Colony of New South Wales. 

(June 21.) 5 Geo. IV. cap. 86. — ^An Act for grant- 
ing certain powers to a company, to be incorporated 
by charter, to be called the Australian Agricultural 
Company, for the cultivation ^and improvement of 
waste lands in the Colony of New Soutii Wales, and 



NEW SOUTH WALES. 



303 



JLmaeuL 



Acti of Parliament, &c. 



1825 



1828 



1830 



1840 



1842 



1843 

1844 

1849 

1860 
1855 



for other purposes relating thereto (Amended hy 
11 Geo. IV. and 1 Will. IV. cap. 24.) 

(June 22.) 6 Geo. IV. cap. 69. — ^An Act for pu- 
nishing offences committed by transports kept to la- 
bour in the Colonies, and better regulating the 
powers of justices of the peace in New South Wales. 

(July 25.) 9 Geo. IV. cap. 83. — ^An Act to provide 
for the administration of justice in New South Wales 
and Van Dieman's Land, and for the more effectual 
government thereof, and for other purposes relating 
Siereto. (Continued by 6 & 7 Will. IV. cap. 46; 
7 Will. IV. and 1 Vict. cap. 42 ; 1 & 2 Vict cap. 50 ; 
2 & 3 Vict. cap. 70 ; 3 4 4 Vict. cap. 62 ; 4 & 5 Vict, 
cap. 44.) 

(July 16.) 11 Geo. IV. and 1 WiU. IV. cap. 39.— 
An Act for punishing offences committed by trans- 
ports kept to labour in the Colonies. 

(August 7.) 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 62. — An Act to pro- 
vide for the constitution of new Colonies within the 
existing limits of New South Wales. 

(June 22.) 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 36. — ^An Act for regu- 
lating the sale of waste land belonging to the Crown 
in the Australian Colonies. (Amended by 9 & 10 
Vict cap. 104.) 

(July 30.) 5 & 6 Vict cap. 76.— An Act for the 
government of New South Wales. (Amended by 
6 & 7 Vict cap. 35, and 7 & 8 Vict cap. 74.) 

(April 3.) 6 Vict cap. 7. — An Act to amend the 
law affecting transported convicts, with respect to 
pardons and tickets of leave. 

(August 6.) 7 & 8 Vict. cap. 72. — ^An Act to clear 
up doubts as to the regulation and audit of the ac- 
counts of the Customs in New South Wales. 

(May 24.) 12 Vict. cap. 22. — ^An Act to remove 
doubts concerning the validity of certain grants of 
land in New South Wales. 

(August 5.) 13 & 14 Vict. cap. 59. — An Act for the bet- 
ter government of Her Majesty's Australian Colonies. 

(July 16.) 18 & 19 Vict cap. 64.— An Act to enable 
Her Majesty to assent to a Bill, as amended by the 
Legislature of New South Wales, to confer a consti- 
tution on New South Wales, and to grant H civil list to 
Her Majesty. 
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Boyal 
Aatent 



1855 



Acta of Parliament, &c. 



(July 16.) 18 & 19 Vict cap. 66.— An Act to repeal 
the Acts of Parliament now in force respecting the 
disposal of the waste lands of the Crown in Her 
M%jesty*s Australian Colonies, and to make other pro- 
visions in lieu thereof. 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO NEW SOUTH WALES. 



Tear. 



1812 

1817 
1830 



Seuional 
Number. 



341 

237 
675 



1831 



261 



1831-2 
1836 
1837 



328 



163 
512 
518 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Report from Select Committee on trans- 
portation of criminals to New South 
Wales. 

Estimates of expense of convicts at 
home and in New South Wales. 

Extract from despatch of Lieutenant- 
Governor Stirling to Sir George Murray 
relative to the progress of the Swan River 
Settlement. 

Instructions given hy His Majesty's 
Secretary of State for promoting the moral 
and religious instruction of the ahoriginal 
inhabitants of New Holland. 

Royal instructions to the Governors of 
New South Wales and other Australian 
Colonies as to the mode of disposing of 
Crown lands in order to facilitate emigra- 
tion. 

Laws and Ordinances passed duiing 
Governor Darling's administration. 

Abstract of Australian Agricultural Com- 
pany's Charter, and other papers. 

Jury laws of New South Wales; also 
papers on secondary punishments by D. 
Heath. 
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Year. 



Sessional 
Nmnber. 



1837-8 



{ 



75 
669 



1840 
1841 



509 
412 



1844 



627 



1845 



267 
639 



1846 

1847 



399 

785 



1847-8 
1849 



1850 



275 

86 

593 

1074 

150 

174 



Parliamentaiy Reports, Sec. 



Correspondence and documents relat- 
ing to measures taken for the advance- 
ment of religion in Australia, also num- 
ber of troops in New South Wales and 
Van Dieman's Land since the commence- 
ment of those Cdlonies, and the number 
of convicts sent thither. 

Ketums of the Crown land revenue of 
New South Wales since 1831. 

Correspondence between the Secretary 
of State and the Governors of New South 
Wales and Van Dieman's Land on the sub- 
ject of secondary punishments. 

Copies and extracts from despatches of 
the Governors of Australian Colonies, 
with reports of Protectors of aborigines, 
and correspondence illustrating the condi- 
tion of the native population. 

CoiTespondence relating to Crown lands. 

Statistics of population, revenue, im- 
ports and exports, immigration, labour, 
railroads, and price of land, in New South 
Wales. 

Correspondence relating to Crown lands. 

Con'espondence with fiie Governor of 
New South Wales respecting the forma- 
tion of a convict Settlement in North 
Australia. 

Ketum of all expenses incurred for the 
Settlement of North Australia. 

Statistics of population, revenue, &c., &c., 
in New South Wales. 

Papers relating to emigration to Aus- 
tralia. 

Papers and correspondence relative to 
the proposed alterations in the constitution 
of the Australian Colonies. 

Letter from Mr. Coulson to the Under- 
Secretary for the Colonies on the Austra- 
lian Colonies Government Bill. 

Despatches relating to the mission of 
the Koman Catholic Bishop Polding in 
New South Wales; also correspondence 
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1320 
1389 



1303 

349 



Farliamentary Beporta, &c 



and papers relating to cases in which any 
bishop in the Australian Colonies has at- 
tempted to exercise ecclesiastical jurisdic- 
tion over anj of bis clergy since 1837; 
also returns of local Acts respecting the 
clergy in those Colonies. 

Eetuma of the population, trade, immi- 
gration, revenue, and ezpenditure of the 
Australian Colonies for ten years, hom 
1839 to 1848. 



^tralian Colonies Government Bill, and to 
[emigration to these Colonies. 



Report of Select Committee of Legis- 
lative Covmcil of New South Wales on 
Crown lands. 

Papers relative to Crown lands in New 
South Wales, Western Australia, and Van 
Oieman's Land. 

Correspondence between Government 
and the East India Company relative to 
steam conunurdcation with Australia. 

Correspondence between the Govern- 
ment of the Colony and the Secretary of 
State relating to the reduction of troops in 
New South Wales. 

Despatches relative to emigration to the 
Australian Colonies. 

Despatches relative to steam comBwni- 
cation with the Australian Colonies. 

Eeports of Committees of Legislative 
Councils of New South Wales and New 
Zealand on steam communication betweeo 
those Colonies and Europe. 

Further papers relative to the alterations 
in the constitution of the Australian Colo- 
nies. 

Papers relating to the mail service W 
Australia. 

Correspondence between the Archbishop 
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Year. 



Sessional 
Number. 



1853 
1852-3 



fU30) 

11508 J 

121 

932 



1001 



1854 



1855 



(1607) 

11684] 

1681 

1610 

1607 

1610 

1611 

1627 

1681 
1684 
436 



fl866\ 
19021 
19151 

J927J 



Parliamentary Beports, &e. 



of Canterbury and the Bishop of Sydney 
in regard to ecclesiastical government and 
discipline. 

Correspondence relative to the recent 
discovery of gold in Australia. 

Papers relating to mail steam service. 

Instructions relative to the division of 
territory in New South Wales into coun- 
ties, parishes, &c. 

Copy of despatch from Governor of 
New South Wales, with Act regulating the 
indenting of assisted emigrants, and their 
employment in the Colony. 

Further papers relative to the discovery 
of gold in Australia. 

Papers relative to the Crown lands in 
New South Wales and Victoria. 

Copy of Treasury Minute, dated March 
22, 1853, relative to Australian mints. 

Further papers relative to the discovery 
of gold in Australia, with a map. 

Treasury Minute respecting Australian 
mints. 

Fmilier papers relative to the constitu- 
tion of the Australian Colonies. 

Further papers relative to emigration to 
the Australian Colonies, with sketches of 
Southern and South-Eastem Australia. 

Papers relative to Crown lands in the 
Australian Colonies. 

Further papers relative to gold in Aus- 
tralia. 

Despatches relating to emigration to 
'New South Wales. 

Further papers relative to the constitu- 
tion of the Australian Colonies. 
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VICTORIA. 

Victoria, or Australia Felix, formerly called the Dis- 
trict of Port Philip, comprises that portion of Aus- 
tralia which is minutely defined by statute 13 & 14 
Vict. cap. 59, hereinafter recited. It was visited, in 
1802, by Flinders and Murray; and after two un- 
successful attempts had been made to plant a penal 
Settlement there from New South Wales, the Colony 
was first really planted by adventurers from Van 
Dieman's Land in 1835, in which latter island penal 
Settlements had been, thirty years before, established 
by Collins and Patterson. In 1836, a resident 
Magistrate was sent to the district from Sydney, and 
a Customs establishment formed. In 1837, the site 
of the capital, named after the then Prime Minister, 
Lord Melbourne, was marked out, and sales of land 
commenced, under the direction of the Governor of 
New South Wales. In 1839, a Superintendent or 
Lieutenant-Governor was appointed, to whom the 
Judicial, Marine, and Police Departments, and the 
Protectorate of the Aborigines, were committed, but 
who, in other respects, acted under Orders from the 
Governor of New South Wales. By the Imperial 
Act 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 76, it was provided that the 
District of Port Philip should send five members, 
and the Town of Melbourne one member, to repre- 
sent their interests in the Legislative Council of 
New South Wales, created by that Act. 

By statute 13 & 14 Vict. cap. 59, reciting that it 
was expedient that the District of Port Philip, then 
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part of the Colony of New South Wales, should be 
erected into a separate Colony, it was enacted, that 
after such provisions as in that Act mentioned should 
have been made, the territories then comprised within 
the said District of Port Philip, including the town 
of Melbourne, and bounded on the north and north- 
east by a straight line drawn from Cape How to the 
nearest source of the river Murray, and thence by 
the course of that river to the eastern boundary of 
the Colony of South Australia, should be separated 
from the Colony of New South Wales, and should 
cease to return members to the Legislative Council 
of such Colony, and should be erected into, and 
thenceforth form, a separate Colony, to be known 
and designated as the Colony of Victoria. Under 
the provisions of this Act (passed in 1850), a con- 
stitution was established in Victoria, precisely corre- 
sponding with that of New South Wales, both as to 
the qualification of members and electors. The num- 
ber of members for Victoria, fixed by the Governor 
and Council of New South Wales under this Act, 
was thirty — one-third of those members being ap- 
pointed by the Crown, or by the Governor, under 
powers delegated to him for that purpose by Her 
Majesty. 

On March 25, 1854, in pursuance of the powers 
reserved to the Council by statute 13 & 14 Vict, 
cap. 59, and of the intimation conveyed by the Colo- 
nial Office Despatch of December 15, 1852, a Pro- 
vincial Act, passed by the Legislature of Victoria, 
and intituled " An Act to estabHsh a Constitution in 



810 AUSTRALASIAN DEPENDENCIES. 

and for the Colony of Victoria," was reserved by the 
Governor for the signification of Her Majesty's plea- 
sure. 

By that Act, two deliberate chambers, a Legisla- 
tive Council and Legislative Assembly, were consti- 
tuted: the Legislative Council to consist of thirty 
members (ten to form a quorum), elected from six 
electoral districts, each member being thirty years of 
age, a natural-bom or naturahsed subject, having a 
freehold estate of £5000 value or £500 per annum 
(judges and minist^ of rehgion being disquahfied). 
The qualifications for electors for the Legislative 
Council are as follows : all persons of full age, natu- 
ral-bom or naturalised subjects, having a freehold 
estate of £1000 value, or £100 per annum, or being 
leaseholders at £100 per annum for five years, or 
being graduates of any University in the British 
dominions, or barristers or soKcitors of the Supreme 
Court of Victoria, or medical qualified practitioners, 
or oflBcers in Her Majesty's sea or land forces, having 
paid rates and taxes, to which they are liable, are 
entitled to vote for members of the Legislative 
Council. 

The Legislative Assembly is to consist of sixty 
members (twenty being a quorum), to be elected for 
five years, from thirty-seven electoral districts. All 
persons of full age (not being judges or ministers of 
religion), being owners of freehold estate of £2000 
value, or £200 per annum, naturalised for five years 
and resident for two years vrithin the Colony, to be 
qualified as members of the Assembly. The qualifi- 



VICTORIA. 311 

cations of electors for the Assembly are, a freehold 
estate of £50 value, or £10 per annum household or 
leasehold, or a twelvemonth's pasture licence; rates 
and taxes being paid, and the same conditions as 
above respecting age, naturalisation, and non-convic- 
tion of offence against the laws. 

It is enacted that no one shall be eligible to sit in 
both Houses ; that four oflBce-holders, at least, shall 
sit in Council or Assembly ; that seats shaQ be liable 
to be vacated by acceptance of office, absence, foreign 
allegiance, insolvency, bankruptcy, or taking a public 
contract. 

The oath of allegiance to be taken by all members. 
Customs duties, not being differential, or at variance 
with treaties, or supplies to Her Majesty's forces, may 
be levied. 

All civil patronage to be vested in the Governor 
and Executive Council, except that of responsible 
officers, to be vested in Governor alone. Pensions to 
be granted to responsible political functionaries losing 
their offices. All taxes, and casual and territorial 
revenues, to form one consohdated revenue, and a 
civil list of £112,750 to be charged thereon in lieu 
of all Crown revenues. £50,000 per annum to be 
reserved for buildings for public worship and minis- 
ters of religion, to be apportioned according to the 
relative numbers of each denomination. Power to be 
reserved to the Legislature to make laws for the 
Crown lands, and, subject to the civil list, to appro- 
priate the revenue. 
Revenue bills to originate in the Assembly. 
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Nothing in the Act to interfere with the existing 
laws, courts, and offices in the Colony. 

Power is reserved to the Legislature to alter the 
constitution by Bill assented to by a majority on 
second or third readings of such Bill. 

The Act to have no force until so much of 9 Geo. 
IV. cap. 83; 5 & evict, cap. 36 and 76; 7& 8Vict. 
cap. 72 and 74 ; 9 & 10 Vict. cap. 104 ; 1 3 & 14 Vict. 
cap. 59, as may be inconsistent with its provisions, 
shall be repealed. 

Sections 1, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, and 43 of this 
BiU contained certain provisions similar to those in 
the New South Wales Constitution Act of the same 
year, limitmg the authority of the Crown and the 
Governor with respect to the disallowance of or 
assent to Colonial Statutes,* which, for the reasons 
above stated in reference to New South Wales, were 
omitted from the Act as assented to by Her Majesty, 
and embodied in the Imperial Statute 18 & 19 Vict. 
cap. 55, which is the basis of the present constitu- 
tion of Victoria. 

The first Governor of the Colony, Sir Charles 
Hotham, received his Commission in 1854. The 
salary voted by the Act, including staff and other 
expenses, is £15,000 per annum. 

* In addition to the six classes of BiUs enumerated in the 
New South Wales Constitution Act, Bills relating to the law 
of divorce were also subjected to the Governor's power of 
reservation by the Victoria Bill in its original form. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO VICTORIA.* 



Year. 



1851 
1852 



1853 



1854 



1855 



Orden in CounciL 



(February 3.) Empowering the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty to erect a Vice- Admiralty Court in that Colony. 
(February 2.] Approving device of a seal for the 
Government ojf Victoria. 

(June 15.) Approving charters of incorporation of 
the Port Philip and Colonial Gold Mining Company. 
(August 8.) Disallowing an Act of the LiBgislative 
Council (under 13 & 14 Vict. cap. 59, s. 12), assented 
to by Lieut.- Governor in September, 1852, "for 
Apprehension of Offenders illegally at large." 

(December 29.) Confirming a Bill passed in that 
Colony, and reserved by Governor, for increase of 
bis salary. 

(December 29.) Approving instructions to Governor 
appointing Auditor-General and Inspector of Police 
members of Executive Council. 

(October 18.) Empowering the Governor of Vic- 
toria to insert certain provisions in leases of lands 
for pastoral purposes. 

(February 8.) Confirming reserved Bill of the 
Legislative Council of Victoria (under 18 & 14 Vict. 
cap. 59, s. 32), to extend the elective franchise of 
Victoria. 

(February 28.) Empowering Governor of Victoria 
to make certain provisions respecting leases of land 
for pastoral purposes ; also to issue mining leases of 
land not aunferous. 



• By patent, dated June 25, 1847 (revoking patent of Janu- 
aiy 18, 1836), the episcopal diocese of Melbourne was con- 
stituted. 
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PAELIAMENTAEY EEPOETS, ACCOUNTS, & PAPEES 

RELATING TO VICTOEIA. 



Tmt. 


Sesiioiud 
Numbttr. 


Parliamentary Beports^ &c 


1852 
1854 
1855 


569 

89 
436 

1719 

f296 

1915 


• 

Betum of vessels' tonnage and number 
of emigrants sailed for Victoria from 1847 
to 1852, and of funds now in the hands of 
the Colonial Land and Emigration Com- 
missioners from that Colony. 

Despatches respecting the river Murray. 

Despatches relating to emigration to 
Victoria. 

Further papers relative to the discovery 
of gold. 

Copy of an Act to enable the bishops, 
clergy, and laity of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, in Victoria, to pro- 
vide for the regulation of the affairs of the 
said Church. 

Despatches relating to the new consti- 
stitution of the Colony. 



SOUTH AUSTRAIJA. 

The boundaries of South Australia, as defined by 
statute 4 & 5 Wm. IV. cap. 95, are between the 
meridians of the 132nd and 141st degrees of E. lon- 
gitude, and between the Southern Ocean, and the 26th 
degree of S. latitude, comprising an area of 200,000 
square miles. It was first colonised by the British 
Government in 1834, in consequence of the report of 
Captain Sturt, who had explored the country fi^m 
New South Wales four years before. 

By an Imperial Act, 4 & 5 Wm. IV. cap. 95, passed 
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in 1834, reciting that divers subjects of His Majesty 
were desirous of embarking for that part of Australia, 
and that it was expedient that provision should be 
made for an uniform system of disposing of the land 
there, and for the general government thereof. His 
Majesty was empowered to appoint three Commis- 
sioners for carrying out the objects of the Act, and a 
resident Commissioner for the government of the 
Colony, The Commissioners were empowered to 
borrow money on security of the land fund, and to 
apply the proceeds in aiding immigration to the Co- 
lony ; but the powers conferred by the Act were not 
to take effect until the Commissioners had raised and 
invested in the names of Trustees to be appointed by 
the Crown, £20,000 as a security against loss to the 
Imperial Government in the foundation of the Co- 
lony. 

In 1836, the prescribed conditions having been 
fulfilled, the Colony was founded, and the site of its 
present capital Adelaide marked out, and the first 
Governor Captain Hindmarsh, appointed. By statute 
1 & 2 Vict. cap. 60, the powers of the Commissioners 
Were defined, and by statute 4 Vict. cap. 13, the 
Lords of the Treasury were empowered to advance 
£155,000 out of the Consohdated Fund of Great 
Britain to the said Commissioners. 

By statute 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 61 (passed in 1842), 
Her Majesty was empowered to appoint in aid of the 
Governor, a Legislative Council of seven members for 
the administration of the afi'airs of the Colony. . The 
Legislative Council appointed under this Act consisted 
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of the Colonial Secretary, the Attorney-General, the 
Registrar-General, and four unoflBcial members. There 
• was also an Executive Council of three members. 

By the 7th and 8th sections of the 13th and 14th 
Vict. cap. 59, the then existing Legislature in the 
Colony was empowered to establish (by laws and 
ordinances to be framed for that purpose), a Legisla- 
tive Council consisting of 24 members, one-third of 
whom were to be nominated by Her Majesty, and the 
remaining two-thirds elected by the inhabitants. The 
provisions respecting the quaUfications and disqualifi- 
cations of members and electors in South Australia, 
were the same with those for New South Wales and 
Victoria. By the 32nd section of this Act, it was 
provided that the Legislative Council formed under 
its provisions might frame a new constitution. In 
exercise of the power conferred by this section, and in 
pursuance of the invitation conveyed in the Colonial 
OflBce despatch of December 15, 1852, a Provincial 
Act was passed by the South Austrahan Legislature 
in 1854, and was reserved by the Governor for the 
signification of Her Majesty's pleasure. 

This Act, intituled " An Act to establish a Parlia- 
ment in South Australia," provides for the constitu- 
tion of two Deliberative Chambers, to be called " The 
Parhament of South Australia," consisting of a Legis- 
lative Council and a House of Assembly. The Legis- 
lative Council to consist of 12 members, to be ap- 
pointed by the Governor, authorised by Her Majesty, 
under royal sign manual, for life ; being 30 years of 
age, natural-born or naturalised ; one-third being a 
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quorum, and the President (appointed by the Go* 
i^emor) to have a casting vote. 

The House of Assembly to consist of 36 members, 
all natural-bom or naturalised subjects of Her Majesty, 
or legally made denizens; being unconvicted, or if 
convicted, pardoned ; being freeholders to the amount 
of £20, or householders at £5 per annum, or lease- 
holders for one year at £10 per annum; having been 
rated or assessed for one year, to be qualified as mem- 
bers or electors for the House of Assembly. Provi- 
sion is miade for the creation of 22 Electoral Districts, 
and till the number of members to be elected amounts 
to 72, the Governor may, on petition, summon one 
new member for every 2000 additional inhabitants 
in any district. 

Electoral lists to be printed, and returning oflBcers 
appointed. The oath of allegiance to be taken by aU 
members — oflSce-holders (with certain specified excep- 
tions) disqualified, and seats to be vacated on appoint- 
ment, also by absence for one year, bankruptcy, felony, 
allegiance to foreign Power, becoming contractor (ex- 
cept as member of Company exceeding 20). Trials 
respecting the validity of controverted elections to be 
referred to a Court of four members of the House of 
Assembly elected by the House, the junior or sole 
acting Judge of the Supreme Court being President. 
The Court not to inquire into the correctness of the 
Electoral roll. Penalties on bribery and treating by 
candidate and authorised agents, unseating and dis- 
qualification of member; by unauthorised agents, 
fine of £2000, or six months* imprisonment, penalty 
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for ofiFering reward £50. The Parliament to last for 
three years, and the session to be held once in a 
year. 

The Act contained other provisions respecting 
Customs duties, and the allowance and disallowance 
of Bills, similar to those contained in the New South 
Wales and Victoria Constitution Acts; also special 
provisions concerning the alienation of waste lands. 
By one of its clauses, it was provided that the con- 
stitution of the Legislative Council created by it might 
be changed by an Act of that body passed in pur- 
suance of an address to that effect, presented for two 
successive years by two-thirds of the House of As- 
sembly. 

Immediately after this Act had been passed in South 
AustraUa and despatched by the Governor for Her 
Majesty's assent, discussions arose in the Legislative 
Council of the Colony, involving a reconsideration of 
the fundamental principles of Constitutional Govern- 
ment embodied in the Act itself, more especially that 
of a nominated Upper Chamber. 

An address was presented to the Governor request- 
ing him to forward to the Secretary of State minutes 
of these debates, from which it appears, that the 
Council desired that the royal assent should not be 
given to the Bill in its present form. It has been 
accordingly remitted to the Colony for the reconsi- 
deration of the Local Legislature. 

Until the Legislative Council shall have finally 
decided on the steps to be taken in reference to the 
Act above cited, the constitution of South Australia 
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rests on the provisions of statute 13 & 14 Vict, 
cap. 59. 

The salary of the Governor was, in 1854, increased 
by an Act of the Local Legislature, and is now £3000 
per annum. 

The following have held the Office of Governor: — 

Gaptain Hindmarsh, E.N., 1836. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Gawler, 1838. 

Captain Grey, 1841. 

Major Kobe, 1846. 

Sir H. E. Young, 1848. 

Sir E. G. MacdonneU, October 18, 1854. 



Year. 



1836 



1838 



OEDEKS IN COUNCIL EELATING TO 
SOUTH AUSTEALIA.* 

Orderp in Council. 



(February 3.) Approving letters patent for erecting 
South Australia into a British Province, under statute 
4 & 5 Will. IV. cap. 95. 

(February 23.) Authorising certain persons to make 
laws for the Province of Sout£ Australia, under statute 
4 & 5 Win. IV. cap. 95. 

(April 28.) Approving device of new seal for Govern- 
ment of Province of South Australia. 

(July 13.) Appointing certain colonial officers in 
the Province of South Australia. 

(April 25.) Approving Commission to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Gawler as Governor of Province of South 
Australia. 

(June 8.) Eeconstituting the Legislative Council of 
Province of South Australia. 

(June 8.) Empowering Lords of the Admiralty to 
appoint a Vice-Admiral, Judge, and other officers for 



* By patent, dated June 25, 1847 (revoking patent of Janu- 
^18, 1836), the episcopal see of Adelaide was constituted. 
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Tetr. 



1840 
1841 
1842 



Orders in Ck>iinciL 



1847 
1850 
1853 

1854 



a Vice-Admiralty Court in the Province of South 
Australia. 

(November 10.) Approving Commission and in- 
structions to Governor George Grey, Esq. 

(January 25.) Empowering Lords of the Admiralty 
to establish a Vice- Admiralty Court in South Australia. 

(August 27.) Approving additional instructions to 
the Governor, prescribing forms to be observed in 
conveyance of Crown lands. 

(August 27.) Approving instructions to Governor 
of South Australia to establish a Legislative Council 
in that Province, under statute 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 61. 

(July 22.) Approving charter of incorporation of 
South Australian Banking Company. 

(Jime 19.) Eegulating the occupation of land in 
the Province of South Australia. 

(June 13.) Begulating the working of mineral 
lands not auriferous, under statute 9 & 10 Vict cap. 
104, s. 6, in the Province of South Australia. 

(November 27.) Assenting to reserved Bill of the 
Legislature of South Australia, for increasing Go- 
vernor's salary for two years. 



ACTS OF IMPEKIAL PARLLUVIENT RELATING TO 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 



Boyal 
Assent. 



Acts of Parliament^ &c. 



1834 



1841 



1842 



(August 15.) 4 i& 5 WiUiam IV. cap. 95.— An Act 
to empower His Majesty to erect South Australia 
into a British Province, or Provinces, and to pro- 
vide for the colonization and government thereof. 
(Amended by 1 & 2 Vict. cap. 60.) 

(May 10.) 4 Vict. cap. 13. — ^An Act to authorise 
the advance of a sum of money out of the consoli- 
dated fund, on account of the Colony of South Australia. 

(June 22.) 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 36.— An Act to regulate 
the sale of waste land belonging to the Crown in the 
Australian Colonies. 

(July 30.) 5 & 6 Vict. cap. 61.— An Act to provide 
for the better government of South Australia. 
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PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS. AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 



Tear. 



1841 
1845 

1852 



1854 
1855 



SeMioml 
Number. 



ni9i 

1394J 
624 

569 



436 
1915 



Parliain«ntary BeporU , lee. 



First and second Reports of the Select 
Committee on South Australia. 

Correspondence on the subject of the 
Colonial Land Fund of South Australia. 

Return of vessels, tonnage, and number 
of emigrants sailed for South Australia 
from 1847 to 1853, and of funds now in 
the hands of the Emigration Commis- 
sioners from that Colony. 

Despatches relating to emigration to 
South Australia. 

Papers relating to the alterations in the 
constitution of South Australia. 



WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

Western Australia comprises the territory between 
the SOtli and 33rd parallels of south latitude, and 
extending from the 129th meridian of east longitude, 
westward to the Indian Ocean. It was first disco- 
vered by the Dutch at the end of the seventeenth 
century, and afterwards visited by the French. In 
order to antidpate that nation in their projected colo- 
i^isation of the country, Western Australia was for- 
inally taken possession of and settled by Great 
Britain in 1829. The Settlement, of which P^th is 
now the capital, was established at Swan River, under 
regulations drawn up by Sir George Murray, then 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. Under the pro- 
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visions of statute 10 Geo. IV. cap. 22 (passed in 
that year)i this portion of New Holland was colo- 
nised. Captain Stirling, in consequence of whose 
report in 1827, the attention of the British Govern- 
ment had been directed to the Colony, was appointed 
first Governor, aided by an Executive Council, con- 
sisting of the Colonial Secretary, Advocate-General, 
Surveyor-General, and Collector of Revenue. 

A Legislative Council, composed of the above mem- 
bers, in conjunction with the two judges and three 
non-official members appointed by the Crown, was 
also constituted. 

By Order in Council, dated May 1, 1849, Western 
Australia was nominated a place for the reception of 
convicts. 

By the 9th section of 13 & 14 Vict. cap. 59 (the 
Australian Colonies Government Bill of 1850), it is 
enacted, that on the presentation of a petition signed 
by not less than one-third in number of the house- 
holders within the Colony of Western Australia, 
charging the expense of its Civil Government on the 
territorial revenues, a Legislative Council, with the 
same proportions of elective and nominee members 
as in the other Australian Colonies, may be esta- 
blished there ; and until such petition be presented, 
the present constitution as defined by statute 10 Geo. 
IV. cap. 22, and the Order in Council of November 
ly 1880, shall remain in force. 

The salary of the Governor of Western Australia 
was, in 1854, £1800 per annum. 
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The following have held the office of Govebnob : — 

Captain W. J. Stirling, R.N., 1829. 

J. Hutt, 1830. 

Andrew Clark, 1845. 

Captain Fitzgerald, August 10, 1847. 

A. E. Kennedy, January 18, 1855. 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO WESTERN 

AUSTRALIA. 



Year. 

1830 
1831 

1838 
1846 



1849 
1850 



Orders in Council. 



(November 1.) Authorising certain persons to make 
laws for the government of &e Settlements in West- 
ern Australia. 

(May 18.) Approving device of a seal for the Go- 
vernment of Western Australia. 

(October 12.) Approving report of Lords of the 
Admiralty on erecting Court of Vice-Admiralty in 
Western Australia. 

(June 8.) Reconstituting Legislative Council in 
Western Australia. 

(July 6.) Approving Commission and instructions 
to the Governor of Western Australia. 

(August I.) Appointing (under 10 Geo. lY. cap. 
22) the collector of revenue in the Colony to be a 
member of the Legislative Council. 

(May 1.) Nominating Western Australia a place for 
the reception of convicts. 

(March 9.) Regulating the occupation of land in 
Western Australia. 



Y 2 



824 



AUSIRALASIAK BBPENDEKOISS. 



ACTS OP THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT RELATING 

TO WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 



Boyd 



J8d0 



1846 



I860 



Acta of PaiUamen^ ke. 



(May U.) 10 Geo. IV. cap. 22.— An Act to pro- 
vide for the Goyemment of His Majesly^s Settle- 
ments in Western Australia. (Continued by 5 & 6 
WiU. IV. c^. 14; 6 & 7 WiU. IV. cap. 68; 1 & 2 
Vict cap. 46; 4 & 5 Vict cap. 43; 5 & 6 Vict c^. 
88; 7 Jk 8 Viet ci^. 57.) 

(August 28.) 9 ft 10 Vict cap. 104.— An Act to 
amend an Act for regulating the sale of waste lands 
belonging to the Crown in Uie Australian Colonies. 

(August 5.) 18 & 14 Vict cap. 59.— An Act for Hie 
better government of Her Majesty's Australian Co- 
lonies. 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, & PAPERS 
RELATING TO WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 



T«ar. 



1829 



1830 



1831 



1838 



1854 



Bmiiffniil 
Nnmbor. 



288 



675 



31 



16861 
t687J 



436 



FlKrliameptary fieports, Sec 



Coorresponden/ee between the Colonial 
Departm^it and oertaiix gentlemen, pro- 
posing to form a Colony on the Swan 
River in Western Australia. 

Extract from despatch of lieutenant- 
Govemor Stirling, to Sir George Murray, 
relative to the progress of the Swan River 
SetUemait 

Estimate of the sum required to defiray 
the charges of the Settlement of Western 
Australia for 1831. 

Expenses defrayed by Great Britain in 
Western Australia up to 1838 ; proceeds of 
land sales; tonnage of shipping cleared 
thither, with statistical report, and land 
regulations of the Colony. 

Despatches relating to emigration U> 
Western Australia. 
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TASMANIA AND NORFOLK ISLAND. 

Tasmania, or Van Dieman's Land, is an island 
situate about 100 miles south of Australia, first 
named from Van Dieman, the Governor of the Dutch 
East Indies, in 1642, when Tasman, the Dutch*navi- 
gator, discovered it. It was visited by Captain 
Cook, in 1773, and circumnavigated, in 1798, by Mr. 
Bass, a navy surgeon, after whose name the straits 
which sever it from the mainland of Australia are 
called. In 1803, the first Settlement of re-trans- 
ported convicts from New South Wales was formed 
at Risdon. These, in 1804, were removed by lieu* 
tenant-Governor Collins to Hobart Town, so called 
after the then Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
Lord Hobart. In 1825, the Colony was declared by 
proclamation independent of New South Wales ; and 
in 1829, by statute 9 Geo. IV. cap. 83, a constitu- 
tion was established. This constitution consisted of 
a I^egislative Council of not more than fifteen, nor 
less than ten members, partly o£Bicial and partly non- 
official. An Executive Council, in aid of the Lieu-. 
tenant-Governor, was also established, consisting of 
the Chief-Justice, Colonial Secretary, and Treasurer, 
and the officer in command of the 'troops. 

By the 7th and 8th sections of the Australian 
Colonies Government Act (13 & 14 Vict. cap. 59), 
the Provincial Legislature,, constituted by 9 Geo. 
IV. cap. 83, was empowered to establish in the 
Colony a Legislative Council, to consist of such 
number of members, not exceeding twenty-four, as 
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they should think fit ; one-third of such members to 
be nominated by Her Majesty^ and the remainder to 
be elected by the inhabitants. The provisions of the 
Act as to the formation of electoral districts, the qua- 
lifications and disquahfications of members and elec- 
tors, and the general proceedings in reference to the 
elections in Van Dieman's Land, were precisely the 
same with those relating to the Colony of South Aus- 
tralia. 

The present constitution of Van Dieman's Land 
has been defined, subject to the royal assent, by a 
Provincial Act, 18 Vict. cap. 18, which passed the 
Colonial Legislature, November 1, 1854. 

By this Act, a Legislative Council and House of 
Assembly are constituted, to be called the " Parlia- 
ment of Van Dieman's Land/' 

The Legislative Council to consist of fifteen mem- 
bers, aged thirty, being natural-bom or naturalised 
subjects of Her Majesty, elected by the inhabitants, 
twelve months resident within the district for which 
they claim to vote, under any one of the following 
qualifications: namely, as freeholders of £50 per 
annum, graduates of British Universities, barristers, 
solicitors, medical practitioners, ministers of religion, 
military or naval oflBcers. Seven members of the 
Legislative Council to form a quorum, and the Pre- 
sident to be elective. 

The second Chamber, or House of Assembly is to 
consist of thirty members, of full age; all natural- 
bom or naturalised subjects (except judges and mi- 
nisters of religion, contractors, and convicts), are eli- 
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gible, and all the inhabitants of full age are en- 
titled to vote under any of the following qualifica- 
tions : as freeholders to the value of £100, as house 
or shop holders, or leaseholders (for three years), at 
£10 per annum, or possessing any of the above- 
named qualifications of electors for the Legislative 
Council. 

By Order in Council, dated July 21, 1866, the 
name of Tasmania was formally substituted for Van 
Dieman's Land, as the designation of the Colony.* 

The salary of the Governor was, in 1864, £4000 
per annum. 



Thb following have held the Office of Goyebnob: — 

LieutenanUColonel D. Collins, 1804. 
Captain Murray, 1810. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Giles, 1812. 
lieutenant-Colonel Danby, 1813. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sorell, 1817. 
Lieutenant-Colonel George Arthur, 1824. 
Captain Sir John Franklin, 1837. 
Sir J, E. Eardley Wilmot, 1843. 
Sir W. T. Denison, 1847. 
Sir H. E. Young, August 11, 1854. 

* By patent, dated August 21, 1842, the episcopal diocese of 
Tasmania was constituted. 
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NORFOLK ISLAND. 

The island contains an area of about 9000 acresr. 
It is situate about 900 miles from Port Jacksoa in 
Australia. It was first discovered by Captam C!ook, 
in 1774, and first colonised from Sydney by a detadb- 
ment of convicts, in 1790, and was afterwards used as 
a penal Settlement for desperate offenders (originally 
British convicts) from New South Wales. In 1834, 
statute 4 & 5 Wm. lY. cap. 65, was passed for the more 
effectual administration of justice at Norfolk Island. 
The government of Norfolk Island was subsequently 
committed to the Lieutenant-Governor of Van Dieman's 
Land, and the affairs of the convict establishment 
were placed under the supervision of the Comptroller- 
General of convicts at Hobart Town. 

By Order in Council of December 29, 1853, a 
previous Order of September 4, 1 848, whereby Norfolk 
Island was made a place to which felons might be 
conveyed, was revoked, and the convict establishment 
on the island has since been broken up, and arrange- 
ments have been made for settling there the inhabit- 
ants of Pitcaim's Island. By section 5 of statute 
18 & 19 Vict. cap. 56, Her Majesty is empowered by 
Order in Council to separate Norfolk Island from the 
Colony of Van Dieman's Land. 



( 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO 
VAN DIEMAN'S LAND AND NORFOLK ISLAND. 






18^4 



1829 



1842 



1848 



1849 



1853 



Orden in CoaneiL 



(June 38.) Appointmg Van Dieman's Land a place 
for the transportation of felons. 

(October 19.) Empowering Judge of Supreme 
Court, haying jurisdiction in Van Dieman*s Land, 
to frame and alter rules and orders of said Court. 

(Februaiy 3.) Approving instructions to &e Lieut- 
Governor of Van Dieman's Land to render valid cer- 
tain grants of land there. 

(May l.S.) Approving report on petition complain- 
ing of the conduct of the Lieutenant-Governor. 

(August 27.) Approving mstructions to Lieutenant- 
Governor prescribing forms to be observed in convey- 
ance of Crown lands. 

(February 11.) Approving instructions to Lieut- 
Governor respecting grants of land and naturalisation 
of aliens. 

(October 6.) Approving additional instructions to 
the Lieut- Governor prescribing regulations for sale 
and occupation of Crown lands for &e future. 

(December 29.) Repealing fonner Order by which 
Van Dieman's Land and Norfolk Island were made 
places to which felons might be conveyed. 



ACTS OF THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT RELATING 
TO VAN DIEMAN'S LAND AND NORFOLK ISLAND. 



^r^^^^^ 



Year. 



1825 



Acts of Parliament, &c 



(June 10.) 6 Geo. IV. cap. 89. — ^An Act for grant- 
ing certain powers and authorities to a Company to 
be incorporated by Charter, to be called the Van Die- 
man's Land Company for the Cultivation and Im- 
provement of waste Lands in His Msyesty's Island 
of Van Dieman's Land, and for other Purposes re- 
lating thereto. (Amended by 10 & 1 1 Vict cap. 57.) 



sso 
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Aeli of Futiiio«n^ &e. 



(July 26.) fl Geo. TV. cap. 83.— An Act to provide 
for the administrslioii of justice in Van Dieman's 
Land. (See New South Wales.] 

(August 13.) 4 A 6 Will. IV. cap. 65.— An Act for 
the more effectual administration of justice BtNor> 
folic Island. 

(March 15.) 5 Vict. (Sess. 2) cap. 3.— An Act to 
confirm an Act of the Xje^aUtore of Van Dieman's 
Land for authonsing the levy of certain dnties of 
Customs, and on spirits. 

(July 80.) 8 & 6 Vict cap. 76.— An Act for the 
government of Van Dieman'g Land. (Set New 
South Walsh.) 

(August 4.) 8 £9 Vict. cap. 96. — An Act to exempt 
Van Pieman's Land from the provisions of 6 £ 6 
Vict c^. 36, regulating the sale of Grown lands. 



PAKLIAMENTARY REPOBTS, ACGOUNTS. & PAPEBS 
RELATING TO VAN DIEMAN-S LAND AND 
NORFOLK ISLAND. 



T«r. 


Seulon.! 

Number. 




1841 

1846) 
1847 J 
1881 

1864 


412 

786 j 

681 

684 

488 
1705 


Correspondence between Secretary of 
State and Governor of Van Dieman's 

ments. 

Correspondence on the subject of breii- 
ing up the convict establishment at Norfolk 
Island. 

Return of convicts sent to Van Dieman's 
Land, from 1844 to 1850 inclusive. 

Return of convicts and emigrants seni 
to Van Dieman's Land, distinguishing 
classes of males and females. 

Van Dieman's Land. 

Papers relating to convict discipline Ui^ 
transportation. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 



New Zealand comprises the insular territories lying 
between the 33rd and 50th parallels of S. latitude, 
knd the 162nd and 163rd meridians of E. longitude, 
)OTtions of which were explored by Tasman under the 
lirection of the Dutch East India Company in 1642, 
md afterwards visited at various times between 1769 
md 1777 by a British naval officer, formerly employed 
n North America, Captain Cook. The islands of 
N^ew Zealand were virtually attached to the Colony of 
^few South Wales in 1787, by a royal Commission, 
ncluding within the limits of that Colony '' all the 
islands adjacent in the Pacific Ocean, between the lati- 
tude of Cape York, and the South Cape." The first 
settlement by British subjects took place in 1814, 
when a station was established at the Bay of Islands 
In the northern island, under the auspices of the 
Church Missionary Society. At the instance of Mr. 
Marsden, then Government Chaplain at Sydney, the 
Governor of New South Wales recognised by Procla- 
mation in that year, the authority of Mr. Kendall, as 
resident magistrate, in any disputes between the natives 
and British sailors; and in 1833, a British resident 
was formally appointed, his salary of £500 a year 
being charged on the Civil List of New South Wales, 
and on him devolved the cognisance of offences de- 
fined by statute 9 Geo. IV. cap. 83, s. 4. 

In 1835, thirty-five chiefs, apprehensive of an 
attempt on the part of the French to seize New Zea- 
land, subscribed a Declaration, constituting themselves 
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into an Independent State, under the designation of 
the " United Tribes of New Zealand." This, how- 
ever, led to no political lesolts. 

In order to provide fipr the government of the Settle- 
ments in the northern island, Kororarika especially, and 
to carry out the recommendations of the Aborigines 
Committee of the House of Commons in 1836, and 
of the Lords' Committee on New Zealand in 1838, 
and in pursuance of an Act of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 62, letters patent were 
issued in 1839, authorising the Governor of New 
South Wales to include within the limits of that 
Colony " any territory which is or may be acquired in 
sovereignty by Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, 
within that group of islands commonly called New 
Zealand, lying between 34" 30' and 47" 10' S. lati- 
tude/' A Lieutenant-Governor and Consul (Mr. 
Hobsoh) was appointed by Lord Nprmanby. His 
staff consisted of a Treasurer, a Collector of Customs, 
a Police Magistrate, two Clerks, and four Troopers of 
the New South Wales mounted Police. At his in- 
stance a Treaty by which the Queen's sovereignty was 
recognised, and the rights of the natives guaranteed, 
(subject to a power of pre-emption reserved to the 
Crown, over their lands,) was concluded. This Tteaty 
was signed by 512 natives at Waitangi on the northern 
island, February 6, 1840, after which, British autho- 
rity was proclaimed on both islands. By Order in 
Council of October 3, 1840, letters patent were issued 
'' Por erecting into a separate Colony the islands of 
New Zealand," in pursuance of the statute 3 & 4 Yict. 
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cap. 62, passed in the same year, by which Her Majesty 
was empowered to constitute the then Dependencies 
of New South Wales, of which New Zealand was the 
moat important, into a new and distinct Government, 
with powers to frame its own laws, subject to the 
confirmation of Her Majesty in Council; all laws 
and ordinances so frained to be laid before the Impe- 
rial Parliament. Accordingly a Charter under the 
royal sign manual was issued on the 16th November, 
1840, for erecting the Colony of New Zealand, and 
for creating and establishing a Legislative and Execu- 
tive CouncU, and for granting certain powers and 
authorities to the Governor for the time being of the 
said Colony. 

By this Charter the limits of the Colony were de- 
fined, and it was declared, that the three principal 
idands heretofore known as the "Northern,'' "Middle," 
and " Stewart's," should be designated respectively as 
New Ulster, New Munster, and New Leinster. The 
Legislative Council was to consist of not less than six 
members nominated by the Crown, and empowered 
to make laws and ordinances for the Colony, under 
mstructions from the Queen in Council. The Execu- 
tive Council was composed of three of the principal 
members of the Government. Provisions were also 
made in the Charter for the survey of the Colony and its 
division into counties, hundreds, and parishes, for the 
protection of the natives, and the promotion of Chris- 
tian civilisation. The seat of Government was esta- 
blished at Auckland, and a Civil List, fixing the salaries 
o{ the Governor and other officers, was drawn up. 
By a royal Charter granted February 12, 1841, the 
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*' New Zealand Company," which had been organised 
under another title in 1837,* received a grant of land 
in the Colony, in the proportion of four acres for every 
pound sterling proved to have been expended in its 
settlement^ on the understanding also of the previous 
extinguishment by lawful contract of all native titles 
to such land. This Company, with the aid of advances 
to the amount of £236,000 out of the Consolidated 
Fund of Great Britain, voted by the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, established, at various times, the Settlements of 
Wellington and New Plymouth in Ulster, and Nelson, 
Canterbury, or Port Cooper, and Otago in Munster, 
and continued its colonising operations for nine years, 
when in 1850 its Charter was surrendered, and the 
Company's lands revested in the Crown, subject to a 
charge of one-fourth of the revenue to arise from the 
sale of waste lands in the Colony, until the claims of 
the Company (assessed in statute 10 & 11 Vict. cap. 
112, at £268,870 15*., with interest at 8^ per cent.) 
should be discharged. 

By an Ordinance passed by the Legislative Council 
at Auckland, June 7, 1841, it was enacted that "all 
unappropriated lands within the Colony of New Zea- 
land, subject, however, to the rightful and necessary 
occupation and use thereof, by the aboriginal inhabi- 
tants of the Colony, are and remain Crown or domain 
lands of Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, and 
that the sole and absolute rights of pre-emption firom the 
said aboriginal inhabitants, rests in and can only be 
exercised by Her Majesty, her heirs and successors.'' 

In 1846, by an Act of the Imperial Parliament, 

* ** The New Zealand Oolonisation Company.*^ 
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* 

9 & 10 Vict. cap. 103, a constitution was framed, 
comprising Legislative Assemblies for both Provinces, 
whose management was to be committed to two Go- 
veraors and two Lieutenant-Governors, under the Go- 
vemor-in-Chief, providing also for the establishment 
of municipal corporations ; but this measure, being 
complicated and impracticable in its provisions, was 
never carried out, and in 1848 (by statute 11 Vict, 
cap. 5) was suspended for five years, and the consti- 
tution of 1839 revived, with the addition of a Legis- 
lative Council established at Wellington, and a Lieu- 
tenant-Gk>vemor of the southern island. 

By statute 15 & 16 Vict. cap. 72, which received 
the royal assent June 80, 1852, the present Repre- 
sentative Constitution of New Zealand was esta- 
bhshed. By that Act a General Assembly was con- 
stituted, consisting of a Legislative Council of not 
less than ten members appointed for life * (five to be 
a quorum), alsa a House of Representatives of not 
more than forty-two, nor less than twenty-four, to be 
elected for five years. Six Provinces, Auckland, New 
Plymouth, Wellington, Nelson, Canterbury, and 
Otago, were also established in the Colony, each to 
be governed by a Superintendent and a Provincial 
Council, of not less than, nine members; both Su- 
perintendent and Council to be elected by the in- 
habitants for four years, unless the Councils should 
be earlier dissolved by the Governor. By the 19th 
section of the Act, the Provincial Councils are re- 
strained from legislating on Customs duties, coinage, 
heights and measures, post-office regulations, light- 

* By the Grown. See ss. d4>9 of the Act. 
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houses, shipping dues, Crown lands, or &om altering 
the civil and criminal law ; and by the 30th section, 
all Bills to which the Superintendent has not a dele- 
gated authority to assent, must be reserved for that 
of the Governor. The uniform qualifications of mem- 
bers and electors for the General and Provincial 
Councils, and for the House of Representatives, and 
for the Provincial Superintendents, are as follows : — 

AU persons of full age being freeholders to the clear 
value of £50, or £10 leaseholders for three years, or 
£10 householders in towns, or £5 householders with- 
out the limits of towns, being natural-bom or na- 
turalised, are qualified as members or electors. The 
General Assembly is empowered to alter the electoral 
districts, and the number of members, and to regu- 
late the sale of waste lands, the rights of ^.the New 
Zealand Company (under statute 10 & 11 ^(ii(. cap. 
112), of the Canterbury Association (under statutes 
13 & 14 Vict. cap. 70, and 14 & 15 Vict. cap. 84), 
of the Nelson Settlement (under 14 & 15 Vict. cap. 
86), and of the Otago Association under valid con- 
tracts, between that body and the New Zealand Coiu- 
pany, being reserved. The Associations of Otago 
and Canterbury respectively are also empowered to 
transfer their powers to the Provincial Councils. By 
Royal Instructions of September 13, 1852, an Execu- 
tive Council was constituted, the members of which 
are now, in pursuance of a despatch of December 8, 
1854, responsible to, and removable by votes of, the 
General Assembly. 

The salary of the Governor of New Zealand was, 
in 1854, £2500 per annum. 
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The office of Goyebnob has been held bt the followino 

Pebsomb. 

Captain Hobson, 1839. 

Captain Fitzroy, 1843. 

Sir George Grey, 1846. 

Colonel Gore Browne, November 14, 1854. 



CHATHAM ISLANDS. 

The largest of these islands comprises an area of 
Bbout 300,000 acres. It was discovered, in 1791, 
by Broughton and Vancouver. The islands were, in 
1841, constituted as a Dependency under the protec- 
tion of Her Majesty's Government in New Zealand. 



AUCKLAND ISLANDS. 

These islands are about 180 miles south of New 
Zealand. They comprise— one island containing about 
100,000 acres, and several small islands. They were 
discovered in 1806, by a whale ship belonging to Mr. 
Enderby, to whose firm a lease, for 80 years, of the 
islands was, in 1847, granted by the Crown, which 
lease was, in 1848, transferred to the Southern Whale 
Pishing Company, incorporated in that year by Royal 
Charter. Mr. Charles Enderby was appointed the 
Company's Commissioner, and Lieutenant-Governor, 
but resigned in 1852.* The islands are now under 
the general Government of New Zealand. 

* Vide Parliamentary Paper, 369. 1856. 
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ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO NEW 
ZEALAND AND ITS DEPENDENCIES 



Tear. 



1840 



1841 
1842 
1843 



1846 

1847 



Orders in Council. 



1849 



1860 



(October 8.) Approving Commission to Captain 
Hobson, GoYemor and Commander-in-Chief of the 
islands of New Zealand. 

(October 3.) Approving letters patent for erecting 
into a separate Colony tihe islands of New Zealand, 
in pursuance of statute 3 & 4 Vict eap. 62, s. 2, and 
instructions under s. 3 of that Act. 

(December 8.) Approving device of a seal for the 
Government of New Zealand. 

(January 25.) Empowering Lords of the Admiraify 
to establish a Vice- Admiralty Court in New Zealand. 

(August 27.) Appointing Wellington, Auckland, 
and Russell, in New Zealand, to be free ports. 

(August 23.) Empowering French ships and ships 
belonging to States within the limits of the East 
India Company's Chai'ter, to trade with New Zea- 
land. 

(December 1 9.) Approving a Charter to provide for 
the government of New Zedand. 

(February 4.) Approving additional instructions to 
the Governor, in pursuance of statute 9 & 10 Vict, 
cap. 103, to make further provision for the govern- 
ment of the New Zealand Islands. 

(April 24.) Approving devices of public seals for 
the Governments of New Ulster and New Mxmster, 
in New Zealand. 

(November 22.) Approving additional instructioDS 
to the Governor respecting die royalty to be reserved 
on minerals raised from waste lands. 

(January 15.) Approving additional' instructions to 
the Governor as to the extent of rural lots, and the 
disposal of Crown lands by auction. 

(May 1.) Approving Charter for incorporating the 
Canterbiury Association for founding a Settlement in 
New Zealand. 

(January 30.) Approving additional instructions to 
the Governor, authorising him to grant land in Neir 
Zealand, on certain conditions, to naval and militai}' 
officers, military pensioners, and aboriginal inhabi- 
tants. 
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Year. 



1850 



1852 
1853 

1855 



Orders in Gooncil. 



(July 15.) Approving additional instructions to the 
Governor respecting die application of the proceeds 
of land sales in New Zealand, and repealing so much 
of chapter 1 3 of Boyal Instructions of 1846, as relates 
to certain demesne lands of the Grown in the Province 
of New Munster, 

(October 16.) Approving proclamation limiting the 
tender of sUver coins. 

(June 13.) Approving additional instructions to 
the Governor, providing for the maintenance of the 
terms of purchase of land, and of pasturage licences. 

(March 31.) Assenting to a reserved Act of the 
Legislature to authorise the General Assembly to 
empower the Provincial Coimcils to enact laws regu- 
lating the sale of waste lands. 



ACTS OF THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT RELATING 

TO NEW ZEALAND. 



Koyal 
Assent 



1840 



1846 



Acts of Parliament 



1847 



1848 



1849 



(August 7.) 3 & 4 Vict. cap. 62. — ^An Act to pro- 
vide for the constitution of new Colonies within the 
existing limits of New South Wales. 

(August 3.) 9 & 10 Vict. cap. 42. — ^An Act to au- 
thorise a loan from the Consolidated Fimd to the 
New Zealand Company. (Amended by 9 & 10 Vict, 
cap. 82.) 

(August 3.) 9 & 10 Vict. cap. 103. — ^An Act to make 
further provision for the Government of the New 
Zealand Islands. 

(July 23.) 10 & 11 Vict. cap. 112.— An Act to pro- 
mote colonisation in New Zealand, and to authorise 
a loan to the New Zealand Company. 

(March 7.) 11 Vict. cap. 6. — ^An Act to suspend for 
^ye years the operation of 9 & 10 Vict. cap. 103, and 
to make other provisions in lieu thereof. 

(August 1.) 12 & 13 Vict. cap. 79.— An Act to 
facilitate the execution of conveyances and other in- 

z 2 
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Boyal 
Assent 



Acts of Parliament 



stroments by or on behalf of the New Zealand Com- 
pany in New Zealand. 
I860 (August 14.) 13 & 14 Vict. cap. 70.— An Act em- 
powering the Canterbury Association to dispose of 
certain lands in New Ze^and. 

1851 (August 7.) 14 & 16 Vict. cap. 84.— An Act to alter 
and amend 13 & 14 Vict. cap. 70, giving certain 
powers to the Canterbury Association. 

(August 7.) 14 & 16 Vict. cap. 86. — ^An Act to re- 
gulate the afifairs of certain Settiements of the New 
Zealand Company. 

1852 (June 80.) 16 & 16 Vict. cap. 72.— An Act to giant 
a Representative Constitution to New Zealand. 

(July 1.) 15 & 16 Vict. cap. 88.— An Act to re- 
move douDts as to the constitution of Christchorch 
Bishopric, and to enable Her Majesty to subdivide 
the diocese of New Zealand. 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, AND 
PAPERS RELATING TO NEW ZEALAND. 



Year. 



1835 



1837-8 



1840 



Sessional 
Number. 



585 



122 



680 



560 




Communications with the Colonial Of- 
fice, relative to an expedition for the re- 
covery of British subjects detained by 
natives in New Zealand. 

Despatch from Governor Sir R. Bourke 
to Lord Glenelg, with four inclosures re- 
lative to the affairs of New Zealand. 

Report from the Lords' Select Com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the pre- 
sent state of New Zealand, and the expe- 
diency of regulating the settiement of 
British subjects therein. 

Despatches containing reports of Cap- 
tain Hobson of his proceedings on his ar- 
rival at New Zealand. 
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Year. 



Sesnonal 
Number. 



1840 



582 



1842 



1844 



669 



556 



1845 



1846 
1840 
1850 
1851 
1853 



C 247 I 
i360 j 

I 660 I 

378 
203 

86 

1280 

1898 

570 



Parliamentary Reports, &c. 



Eeport from the Commons* Select Com- 
mittee, with Appendix, containing state- 
ments of the Committees of the*Chm*ch 
Missionary and the Wesleyan Missionary 
Societies, relative to the New Zealand Mis- 
sion ; also statement of schools, scholars, 
congregations, and communicants, in the 
Colony: also list of ships despatched by 
the New Zealand Company since the date 
of its fomidation; also survey of native 
lands. 

Eetum of lands sold by Government in 
the Colony of New Zealand, since these 
islands became a British Colony. 

Reports from the Commons* Select Com- 
mittee, with minutes of evidence, and map 
of the Colony of New Zealand, with Ap- 
pendix, containing correspondence rela- 
tive to the finances of the New Zealand 
Company, and the titles to their lands, 
together with their assets and liabilities, 
receipts and expenditure, in their various 
Settlements ; also relative to the aborigines, 
and propos£ds for Church extension by the 
Society for the propagation of the Gospel ; 
also despatches reporting the claims of the 
Nanto-Bordelaise Company, to Banks*s 
Peninsula. 

Despatches from Governor Fitzroy. 

Correspondence between the Colonial 
Office, and the New Zealand Company, on 
the constitution of the Colony. 

Returns of land claims. 

Awards of land claims of Commissioner 
Spain. 

Statistics of New Zealand. Population, 
trade, &c. 

Papers relative to the affairs of New 
Zealand. 

Papers relating to the surrender of their 
Charters by tiie New Zealand Company 

Correspondence between the Colonial 
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SeitioiiAl 
Number. 



185d 
1868 



1854 
1855 



ri476 

-{ 147ft 

[l488 

122 



206 
892 
160 



Fttliamentaiy Reports, &c 



Office and the Commissioners, and the 
Directors of the New Zealand Company, 
before July, 1850, since the passing of ' 
statute 10 & 11 Vict cap. 112. 

} Papers relative to llie proposed consti- 
tution of New Zealand, and the sur- 
render of the Company's Charter. 
Correspondence respecl^g the Auckland 
Islands, and Mr. Enderby's absence there- 
from. 

Correspondence respecting the Canter- 
bury Settiement in New Zesdand. 

Corre^>ondence respecting the Bishop 
of New Zealand.* 

Correspondence on the subject of Re- 
sponsible Government. 



* By patent dated October 14, 1841» the episcopal diocese 
of New Zealand was constituted. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

HISTOBICAL SKETCH OF THE SYSTEM OF TRANSPORTA- 
TION OF CRIMINALS TO THE BRITISH DEPENDENCIES. 

TT is not intended here to discuss the vast question 
of Secondary Punishments, or even the policy of 
Transportation as a system, but simply to give a 
brief sketch of the history of that system as it has 
hitherto aflFected the relations of the British Depen- 
dencies with the Parent State. Transportation is not 
an invention of this age or country. Great Britain 
has, in adopting that form of secondary punishment, 
only imitated the example of other countries in past 
and present times. The Greeks, for instance, 
banished offenders to the islands of the iEgean, the 
Romans to Sardinia, the Portuguese to Africa and 
South America. Spain now transports her criminals 
to Puerto Rico, Holland to Batavia, and France to 
Cayenne and Algiers.* 

The transportation of offenders from Great Britain 
was first authorised under the equivalent designation 
of " Banishment " by statute 39 Elizabeth, cap. 4, 
passed in the year 1597. By that Act, justices of 
the peace were empowered to banish ''dangerous 
rogues and vagabonds," but no special place or 
country was named for their reception. The first 

* Convicts are also now transported from Bengal to Singa- 
pore, Tenasserim, and Arracan. . 
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pablic documents authorising the transportation of 
convicts, which specially designate their destination, 
are three Orders in Council, dated January, 1614, 
July, 161 5, and March 20, 161 7, respectively, directing 
certain criminals '' to be delivered to the Governor 
of the East India Company, to be transported to the 
East Indies/' Other Orders to the same effect will 
be found about the same period in the records of the 
Council Office. 

By a letter dated in 1619, and addressed by King 
James I. to the Treasurer and Council of Virginia, 
they were commanded to send a hundred dissolute 
persons to Virginia, which the knight-marshal would 
dehver to them for that purpose. By Order in 
Council of April 10, 1620, twenty men and women, 
reprieved criminals, are ordered to be transported to 
the Summer Islands. By statute 18 Car. 11. cap. 3 
(passed in 1666), the EngHsh judges are empowered, 
at their discretion, either to " execute or transport for 
life, the moss-troopers of Cumberland and Northum- 
berland.*' 

By statute 4 George I. cap. 2, passed in 1717, and 
continued by statute 6 George I* cap. 23, the courts 
were allowed a discretionary power to order felons 
who were by law entitled to their clergy, to be trans- 
ported to the American Plantations. This system^ 
as authorised by these statutes, continued until the 
commencement of the War of Independence in 1774. 

A brief interval now occurred, during which the 
punishment of transportation was discontinued, and 
by statute 19 George III. cap. 74, passed in pur« 
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suance of the recommendations of Judge Blackstone, 
Mr. Eden (afterwards Lord Auckland), and Mr. 
Howard, provisions were made for the erection of 
penitentiaries. This plan was never carried into exe- 
cution by the Government, and the system of trans- 
portation was consequently resumed. 

In 1784, by statute 24 George III. cap. 66, His 
Majesty in Council was empowered to appoint to what 
place beyond the seas oflFenders should be trans- 
ported, and this power was exercised by two Orders 
in Council, dated Dec. 6, 1786, appointing the east- 
ern coast of Australia, and the adjacent islands, as 
places for the reception of convicts. It was in pursu- 
ance of these Orders that the first penal settlement in 
the colony of New South Wales was formed in 1788. 

In 1812, a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons was appointed to inquire into " the manner 
in which sentences of transportation are executed, and 
the ejffects which have been produced by that mode of 
punishment.'' This Committee consisted of the fol- 
lowing members: — ^The Hon. George Eden, Sir 
Samuel Romilly, Mr. Abercromby, Mr. Brand, Sir 
C. Bunbury, Lord George Grenville, Sir C. Burrell, 
Mr. Ryder, Mr. MacDonald, Mr. Pole-Carew, Sir 
Ridley Colbome, Mr. Vernon, Mr. Gooch, Mr. 
Homer, Mr. Greenough, Mr. Peel, and Mr. Lygon. 

In their Report, dated July 10, 1812, this Com- 
mittee having examined fourteen witnesses con- 
versant with the convict system, as then pursued 
in the Australian Colonies, recommended the follow- 
ing modifications in that system : — 1 , The earlier dis- 



346 BRITISH DEPENDENCIES. 

tribution of convicts to settlers. 2. The equalisation 
of the sexes by the introduction of a larger number 
of fenude convicts. 3. The limitation of the Governor s 
power of granting conditional pardons. The Com- 
mittee also advised the permission of distillation in 
New South Wales, and the reform of the Courts of 
Justice.* 

In 1819, the mode of treatment of convicts in 
New South Wales and Van Dieman's Land, again 
became the subject of a Parliamentary inquiry, at 
which the Eight Hon. Charles Bathurst presided, and 
in the minutes of evidence appended to the Report 
presented July 12 in that year, the then existing 
system is minutely described. The Report itself con- 
tains no special recommendation on the subject. 

In 1823, by statute 4 George IV. cap. 47, the em- 
ployment in the Colonies of male convicts under 
sentence of transportation, was authorised by Par- 
Uament. 

In 1824, by statute 5 Geol^ge IV. cap. 84, a new 
element was introduced into the system of transporta- 
tion, by giving to the Governor of a penal Colony, 
a property in the services of a transported oflTender, 
for the period of his sentence, and authorising him to 
assign over such offender to any other person. By 
Order in Council of June 23, in the same year. Van 

* It appears from this Beport, that at that time the total 
population of the four chief districts of New South Wales — 
Sydney, Paramatta, Hawkesbury, and Newcastle — ^was, accord- 
ing to the last returns, 1 0,454 ; that of the two Settlements 
in Van Dieman's Land — ^Dahymple and Hobart Town — 1 821 ; 
and that of Norfolk Island, 177 inhabitants. 
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Dieman's Land was appointed a place for the trans- 
portation of felons. 

In 1828, by statute 9 George IV. cap. 83, the Go- 
vemors of penal Colonies were empowered to grant a 
temporary or partial remission of sentence, and their 
powers in this respect are defined by statute 2 and 3 
Wm. IV. cap. 62. Various provisions for the recep- 
tion and discipline of transported convicts, were sub- 
sequently made from time to time by Colonial laws, 
framed by the Local Legislatures of New South Wales 
and Van Dieman's Land, established under statute 
9 George IV. cap. 83. 

In 1834, an Imperial Act (4 and 5 Wm. IV. cap. 
67) was passed for abohsbing capital punishment in 
cases of convicts returning from transportation. 

By a vote of the House of Commons, April 7, 
1837, it was ordered "that a Select Committee be 
appointed to inquire into the system of transportation, 
its efficacy as a punishment, its influence on the mora] 
state of society in the penal Colonies, and how far it 
is susceptible of improvement.*' A Committee was 
nominated consisting of the foUdlnng members: — 
Sir Wm. Molesworth, Lord John Russell, Sir George 
Grey, Mr. Leader, Mr. Ward, Mr. Hawes, Mr. Ord, 
Lord Howick, Sir T. Fremantle, Mr. F. Baring, Sir 
Robert Peel, Mr. Charles Buller, Lord Ebrington, Sir 
Charles Lemon, and Mr. French. 

This Committee reported, on the 14th of July, 
their inability to present to Parliament, until the fol- 
lowing session, the result of their labours^ but urged 
"the necessity of further and serious investigation 
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into the efficacy of transportation as a punishment, 
and its bearing on the welfare and morality of the 
oommmiity to which it has been applied as a means 
of colonisation/' 

By a subsequent vote of Nov. 24 in the same 
year, the same Committee was re-appointed, and 
having examined at great Itngth fifteen witnesses con- 
versant with convict discipline, both in the penal 
settlements and in England, presented, on the 3rd of 
August, 1838, a Report which concluded with the fol- 
lowing resolutions .• — 

1. " That transportation to New South Wales, and 
to the settled districts of Van Dieman's Land, should 
be discontinued as soon as practicable. 

2. "That crimes now punishable by transporta- 
tion, should in future be punished by confinement 
with hard labour, at home or abroad, for periods 
varying from two to fifteen years. 

3. " That, for the purpose of effectually maintain- 
ing discipline and subordination among the convicts 
sentenced to confinement abroad, of promoting the 
legitimate ends for which punishment is inflicted, and 
also of preventing a recurrence of those social evils 
which have been found by experience to result from 
transportation as hitherto conducted, the peniten- 
tiaries, or houses of confinement, that may be esta- 
blished abroad, shall, so far as possible, be strictly 
limited to those places wherein there are at present 
no free settlers, and wherein effectual security can be 
taken against the future resort of such settlers. 

4. " That rules should be established by which the 
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existing practice of abridging the periods of punish- 
ment of convicts in consequence of their good con- 
duct may be brought under stricter regulation, and 
rendered less vague and arbitrary. 

5. " That on account of the difficulty which a con- 
Vict finds in this country in procuring the means of 
honest livelihood after the expiration of his sentence, 
and on account of the temptations to which he is 
thereby exposed, it would be advantageous to esta- 
blish a plan by which a convict might receive en- 
couragement to leave the country, with the prospect 
of supporting himself by regular industry, and ulti- 
mately regaining the place in society which he had 
forfeited by crime. That if such encouragement 
were limited to convicts who should have conducted 
themselves uniformly weU during then- confinement, 
it might, at the same time, operate as an encourage- 
ment to good behaviour during confinement, and 
might considerably diminish the prejudice which 
must, to a certain degree, attach to any person known 
to have been convicted of a serious offence. 

6. "That the convicts who have been punished 
abroad, should be compelled to leave the Settlement 
in which they have been punished, within a limited 
period after the expiration of their sentences, and 
that means should be afforded them by the Govern- 
ment for this purpose." 

An appendix (No. 10) to the Report of this Com- 
mittee contains a paper on the subject of Secondary 
Punishments,* founded on Parliamentary Reports, 

* Prepared by D. D. Heatis, Esq. 
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and on Official Documents, in the office of the Secretary 
of State. The object of this paper, as set forth at 
its commencement, is ^Ho determine the question 
whether it be advisable to continue the present mode 
of punishment by transportation, and, if the evils 
arising from it should seem to demand a change, 
to inquire what other plan may be advantageously 
substituted for it." 

The whole question is considered in its moral, social, 
political, and financial aspects, and this document con- 
cludes by recommending the establishment of peni- 
tentiaries on the soUtary system, on a large scale, and 
the gradual discontinuance of transportation. 

The system as it existed in 1838, is thus described 
by the Committee : — Convicts, after sentence of trans- 
portation, were sent to the hulks or gaols till the 
period of their departure arrived. During the voyage, 
they were placed under the control of a " surgeon- 
superintendent," who was furnished with instructions 
from the Admiraltv. On their annval at their destina- 
tion, a report was made to the Governor, and a day 
appointed on which the Colonial Secretary went on 
board, mustered the convicts, and directed the removal 
of the males to the convict barracks, and of the 
females to the penitentiaries, or at once, if hired, into 
private service. The convicts were then classified by 
an officer, called the Superintendent of Convicts. With 
the exception of those whose past crimes and present 
characters involved the necessity of continued sur- 
veillance and coercion, the convicts were immediately 
assigned to settlers, on apphcation made to an officer 
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called the Commissioner for the Assignment of Con- 
victs, who was guided in his distribution of them by 
certain Government regulations. 

During the first period of the Australian penal 
Settlements, the supply of convicts so much exceeded 
the demand, that a premium was given to settlers 
wiUing to maintain convicts. Subsequently, the 
demand so far exceeded the supply, that the ob- 
taining convict labour became a matter of diflBiculty 
and competition. Settlers to whom convicts were 
assigned, were bound to send for them within a cer- 
tain period of time, and to pay the sum of £1 a-head 
for the clothing and bedding of each convict, who was 
entitled to receive from his master a fixed amount of 
food and clothing. The position of assigned convicts 
differed materially not only in the different Settle- 
ments, but according to the temper and character of 
their respective masters. In Van Dieman's Land, 
the assigned were required to Uve under the roof of 
their employers; they received no wages for their 
labour, could not work for themselves, or go anywhere 
without a pass. The encouragement held out to con- 
victs under this system, as the reward of good con- 
duct, was a " ticket of leave," and eventually a 
conditional or unconditional pardon. Tickets of leave 
might be obtained by convicts who had originally 
been sentenced for seven years, fourteen years, or for 
life, after a residence of four, six, or eight years re- 
spectively in a penal Settlement. Pardons or eman- 
cipations might be obtained by those originally trans- 
ported for fourteen years, at the fulfilment of two- 
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thirds of their sentence, and by those under life 
sentences, at the termination of twelve years' uniform 
good conduct. 

In January, 1839, certain alterations were intro- 
duced into the system in Van Dieman's Land, in pur- 
suance of instructions from Lord Glenelg to Sir John 
Franklin, then Governor of that Colony ; the chief of 
which were : — 

1. The discontinuance of the assignment of con- 
victs as domestic servants. 

2. The preliminary discipline of all convicts before 
assignment in classified gangs. 

3. The division of the ticket-of-leave holders into 
two classes : — the first, or lowest, to be entitled to a 
certain maximum amount of wages, and to choose 
their own masters ; the second, to be enftbled to hold 
property, real or personal, to attend only'.the annual 
muster, to change their residence at their own option, 
and not to be liable to lose their tickets of leave, 
unless by sentence of the Supreme Court.* 

The Report of the House of Commons' Committee 
of 1888, evoked a counter-expression of opinion on the 
part of the Legislative Council of New South Wales, 
as recorded in the following resolutions passed by 
that body in 1889:— 

'' Resolved, that if transportation and assignment 
have hitherto failed to produce all the good effects 
anticipated by their projectors, such failure may be 

* The Parliamentary documents relating to these changes 
are abstracted in Mr. M. Martin's account of Van Dieman's 
Land. 
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traced to circumstances, many of which are no longer 
in existence, while others are in rapid progress of 
amendment. Also, that in the opinion of this 
Council, no system of penal discipline, or secondary 
punishment, will be found at once so cheap, so eflfec- 
tive, and so reformatory, as that of weU-regulated 
assignment, accompanied by adequate religious in- 
struction/' 

In Van Dieman's Land, the Report of the Com- 
mittee was regarded as a libel on the free population, 
who considered themselves to be involved in the ge- 
neral allegations it contained as to the moral and 
social condition of the Colony. The Report of the 
Committee of 1838 may nevertheless be regarded 
as the inauguration of a new era in the history of 
transportation ; for though received at first with dis- 
favour in the penal Settlements, and though all the 
recommendations it contained were not immediately 
adopted by Parliament, it has formed the basis of much 
subsequent Imperial legislation on the subject. 

In 1839, preparations were made by Lord Nor- 
manby, then Secretary of State for the Colonies, for 
the gradual abolition of assignment, and the diminu- 
tion in the number of prisoners to be transported. 

In 1840, transportation to New South Wales was 
discontinued by Order in Council, dated May 22, and 
in 1841, certain regulations were introduced by Lord 
John Russell for applying the separate system to the 
worst class of convicts in Van Dieman's Land. In 
the same year, the assignment system (originally es- 
tablished by statute 9 Geo. IV. cap. 83) was finally 

A A 
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discontinued in Van Dieman's Land, and in 1842 a 
plan involving a more gradual absorption of convicts 
into the population, called the '' Probation System," 
was attempted under the auspices of Lord Stanley. 
The rapid influx of convicts into Van Diemim's 
Land during the three following years, rendered every 
effort for their distribution and discipline ineffectual, 
and in November, 1845, despatches were sent out by 
Lord Stanley, containing instructions for the forma- 
tion of a new penal Settlement at Harvey Bay, in 
North Australia, for the purpose of " relieving Van 
Dieman's Land from the constant and increasing 
pressure of the large body of pardoned convicts who 
were there vainly seeking the means of subsistence.'' 
By letters patent dated February 2, 1846 (Mr. Glad- 
stone having then succeeded Lord Stanley in the 
Colonial Department), this scheme was initiated, and 
a certain number of " exiles " was actually removed 
to the new Settlements. On Lord Grey's accession 
to oflBce, by Order in Council dated Dec. 19, in the 
same year, the letters patent were cancelled, and four 
years afterwards the survivors, who still remained at 
Harvey Bay, were removed by a British ship of 
war, sent from Singapore, and the Settlement finally 
abandoned. 

In 1847, in consequence of alleged difficulties and 
abuses attending former plans of convict management 
in the penal Colonies, a new system was introduced, 
which is described, in an official letter from Sir George 
Grey, then Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
dated January 20, 1847, as consisting of "a Umited 
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period of separate imprisonment, succeeded by em- 
ployment on public works, either abroad, as at Gib- 
raltar or Bermuda, or in Great Britain, and ultimately 
foDowed by exile or banishment for the remaining 
period of the original sentence." The *' exiles," as 
they were called, sent out under this system, held 
conditional pardons, but were practically free on their 
first landing at their final destination ; but in the fol- 
lowing year (1848) it was deemed expedient to adopt 
some contrivance which might operate as a stimulus 
to good conduct, and as a restraint on the evil dis- 
posed. Tickets of leave were therefore granted to all 
the exiles, who were not permitted to leave the cus- 
tody of the Government, until they had made an 
agreement with some settler to serve him for not less 
than a year, the employers being responsible for pay- 
ing to the Government a certain sum annually from 
their wages. These ticket-of-leave holders were not 
considered eligible for conditional pardons, until they 
had paid a certain sum in this manner, and had be- 
haved well for a time, varying according to the length 
of their respective sentences.* 

In 1849, £30,000 having been voted for the pur- 
pose by Parliament, a certain number of free persons 
and of military pensioners were introduced into the 
Colony of Van Dieman's Land, for the purpose both 
of infusing a loyal element into the population, and 
increasing its means of defence. 

Statute 10 & 11 Vict. cap. 54, provided for the 

* Vide Lord Grey's Colonial Policy, vol. ii. p. 24. 
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enrolment of these pensioners for occasional duty in 
the Colonies to which they might be sent. 

It must be observed that the system thus organised, 
had no reference to New South Wales. Transporta- 
tion to that Colony had been suspended by an Order 
in Council of May 24, 1840, and (after an ineffectual 
attempt to render its renewal acceptable to the Co- 
lonists by a scheme for the simultaneous importation 
of an equal number of firee emigrants) was finally 
abolished, so far as New South Wales was concerned, 
by Order in Council of June 25, 1851. 

In the meantime, an attempt equally unsuccessfol 
had been made to plant the germ of a penal Settle- 
ment in South Africa. By Order in Council of 
September 4, 1848, the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope was appointed a place for the reception of 
convicts, and in the course of the following year a 
certain number of Irish convicts, who had been 
originally sent to Bermuda, were, in pursuance of the 
Order above cited, re-transported to the Cape. The 
repugnance of the fiolonists to this measure, rendered 
it impracticable. The convicts were not landed, but 
forwarded with conditional pardons to Van Dieman's 
Land, and by Order in Council of January 8, 1850, 
the obnoxious Order of September 4, 1848, was re- 
voked, and the scheme of transportation to the Cape 
of Good Hope finally abandoned. 

The next experiment in the disposal of convicts 
from Great Britain, was the establishment of the 
penal Settlement in Western Australia. By Order 
in Council of May 1, 1 849 (in pursuance of a peti- 
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tion fipom the inhabitants of Western AustraKa, re- 
presenting the distress arising there from the deficiency 
of labour), that Colony was nominated a place for 
the reception of convicts. In January, 1850, a penal 
Settlement was formed at Perth, consisting partly of 
convicts who had not fulfilled their period of impri- 
sonment at home, and partly of holders of tickets of 
leave. 

The difficulties attending the administration of 
convict discipline in Van Dieman's Land, were now 
greatly increased by the disputes arising between 
the local Government of that Colony and those of the 
Australian mainland, relative to the immigration to 
the latter, of " expirees " and emancipiats from Van 
Dieman^s Land** In pursuance of a petition ad- 
dressed to Her Majesty by the Legislative Council of 
that Colony, and dated September 16, 1853, an 
Order in Council was issued in January, 1854, by 
which transportation to Vaik Dieman's Land was 
finally aboUshed. The same course had been adopted 
with respect to Norfolk Island, by an Order of De- 
cember 29 of the previous year. 

Western Australia is now, therefore, the only 
British Dependency to which offenders from the United 
Kingdom, or military convicts from other Colonies, 
can be transported. During the first four years after 
the organisation of the penal Settlements at Perth, 
about 3000 of the class first mentioned were trans- 
ported thither. 

* An Act " to prevent the influx of Criminals into Vic- 
toria," received the Governor's assent, November 16, 1864. 
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With respect to the establishments at Gibraltar and 
Bennuda, it only remains to be observed that they 
are not penal Settlements^ but simply temporary re- 
ceptacles for convicts, who are not allowed, after their 
release, to remain in either of these places; and 
during their sojourn there, are under the same disci- 
pline as exists in the hulks and convict prisons of the 
United Kingdom. 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL RELATING TO TRANSPOR- 
TATION. 



Tear. 



1614 
1615 

1617 



1618 



1619 



1620 



1786 



1824 
1826 



Orders in Council. 



(January.) For ordering certain criminals to be 
transported to the East Indies. 

(Jiiy.) For delivering J. Gates, and other reprieved 
convicts, to the Governor of the East India Com- 
pany to he sent to India. 

(March 20.J For delivering John Browne, now a 
prisoner in me Castle of Canterhury, luito Sir J. 
Smith, Goyem(»: «f the East India Company, to be 
sent heyond the seas to the East Indies. 

(Nov. 30.) Ordering James Stringer, a prisoner in 
Newgate, to he sent to Virginia,^ and Heniy Read to 
he sent to the East Indies. 

(April 8.) Ord^ng Henry Lightwood to be sent 
to the East Indies. 

(November 12.) Ordering J. Barre^ a Burgimdian, 
to be transported. 

(April 10.) Ordering twenty men and women, re- 
prieved criminals, to be transported to the Summer 
Islands. 

(December 6.) Two Orders in pursuance of statute 
24 Geo. III. cap. 56, appointing the eastern coast of 
Australia, and the adjacent islands, to be places to 
which convicts, sentenced to be transported beyond 
the seas, may be conveyed. 

(June 23.) Order directing certain male convicts 
to be kept to hard labour at Bermudas. 

(November 11.) Order relating to transportation. 
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Year. 



1840 
1841 
1848 



Orders in Council. 



1849 
1850 
1851 
1853 
1854 



(May 22.) Order discontinuing transportation to 
New South Wales. 

(April 1.) Authorising the transportation of con- 
victs from the United Kingdom to Gibraltar. 

(September 4.) Appointing New South Wales, Van 
Dieman's Land, NoHblk Island, and the Cape of 
Hope, as places to which convicts might be con- 
veyed, and discontinuing transportation from other 
Colonies to New South Wales. 

(May 1.) Nominating Western Australia a place 
for the reception of convicts. 

(January 8.) Bevoking Order of September 4, 
1848, so far as concerned the Cape Colony. 

(June 36.) Revoking Order of September 4, 1848, 
so far as concerned New South Wales. 

(December 29.) Revoking Order of September 4, 
1848, so far as concerned Norfolk Island. 

(January.) Revoking Order of September 4, 1848, 
so far as concerned Van Dieman*s Land. 



ACTS OF THE IMPERIAL PARLUMENT RELATING 

TO TRANSPORTATION. 



Boyal 
Assent. 



1597 



1666 



1717 

1719 
1784 



Acts of Parli«ment. 



89 Eliz. cap. 4. — ^Empowering justices of the peace 
to banish rogues and sturdy vagabonds from the 
realm. 

18 Car. II, cap. 8. — ^Empowering justices of assize, 
and commissioners of oyer and terminer, to transport 
certain offenders to His Majesty's dominions in Ame- 
rica. 

4 Geo. I. cap. 11. — ^An Act for the more effectual 
transportation of felons, and unlawful exporters of 
wool. 

6 Geo. I. cap. 28. — ^An Act for the more effectual 
transportation of felons. 

24 Geo. in. cap. 56. — ^An Act for the more effec- 
tual transportation of felons and other offenders, 
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Soyal 
Aiaent. 



Acts of Parliament. 



1823 



1824 



1825 



1827 



1828 



1830 



1832 



1834 



1837 



1843 



1846 



1847 



and to authorise the removal of prisoners in certain 
cases. 

(July 4.) 4 Geo. IV. cap. 47. — ^An Act for au- 
thorising the employment at labour in the Colonies 
of male convicts, under sentence of transportation. 

(June 21.) 6 Geo. IV. cap. 84. — ^An Act for the 
transportation of offenders from Great Britain. 
(Amended and extended by statute 1 1 Geo. IV. and 1 
Will. IV. cap. 39, and 10 & 11 Vict. cap. 76.) 

(May 25.) 6 Geo. IV. cap. 25.— An Act for defining 
the rights of convicts who receive pardon, &c. 

(June 22.) 6 Geo. IV. cap. 69. — ^An Act for punish- 
ing o£fences committed by transports kept to labour 
in the Colonies, and better regulating the powers of 
justices of the peace in New South Wales. 

(June 21.) 7 & 8 Geo. IV. cap. 28.— An Act for 
further improving the administration of criminal jus- 
tice in England. 

(July 25.) 9 Geo. IV. cap. 83. — ^An Act to provide 
for the administration of justice in New South 
Wales and Van Dieman's Land, and for the more 
e£fectual government thereof, and for other purposes 
relating thereto. 

(July 16.) 11 Geo. IV. & 1 Will. IV. cap. 39.— An 
Act to amend statute 3 Geo. IV. cap. 84, and for 
punishing offences by convicts kept to labour in the 
Colonies. 

(July 11.) 2 & 3 Will. IV. cap. 62.— An Act for 
abolishing tiie punishment of death in certain cases, 
and substituting a lesser punishment in lieu thereof. 

(August 13.) 4 & 5 Will. IV. cap. 67.— An Act few 
abolishing capital punishment in cases of convicts 
returning from transportation. 

(Julv 17.) 7 WiU. IV. & 1 Vict. cap. 90.— An Act to 
amena the law relative to offences punishable by 
transportation for life. 

(April 3.) 6 Vict. cap. 7. — An Act to amend the 
law affecting transported convicts, with respect to 
pardons and tickets of leave. 

(July 3.) 9 & 10 Vict. cap. 26.— An Act for abolish- 
ing the office of superintendent; of convicts under 
sentence of transportation. 

(July 9.) 10 & 11 Vict. cap. 67. — ^An Act to amend 
the law as to the custody of offenders. 
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Royal 
Apsent. 



1849 



1858 



Acts of Parliament. 



(June 26.) 12 & 13. Vict. cap. 27.— An Act to re- 
move doubts concerning the transportation of 
o£fenders under judgment of death, to whom mercy 
may be extended, in Ireland. 

(August 20.) 16 & 17 Vict. cap. 99.— An Act to 
substitute in certain cases other punishment in lieu 
of trstnsportation. 

(August 20.) 16 & 17 Vict. cap. 121.— An Act for 
providing places of confinement in England or Wales 
for female offenders under sentence or order of trans- 
portation. 



PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ACCOUNTS, & PAPERS 
RELATING TO TRANSPORTATION. 



Tear. 


Sessiona] 
Number. 


Parliamentary Reports, &c. 


1812 


341 


Report from Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, on transportation of 
criminals to New South Wales. 


1817 


237 


Estimates of expense of convicts at 
home, and in New South Wales. 


1819 




Ileport from Select Committee of the 
House of Commons on the treatment of 
convicts in New South Wales and Van 
Dieman*s Land. 


1824 


17 


Estimates of the cost of confining, 
maintaining, and employing convicts at the 
Bermudas. 


1825 


29 


Comparative estimate of the cost of 
maintaining and employing convicts at 
home, and at the Bermudas. 


1830 


600 


Returns of convicts in the hulks at the 
Bermudas, and in England. 


1837 


618 


Papers on secondary punishments by 
D. Heath. 


1838 


76 


Resolutions of Council of New South 
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TMtf. 



1889 
1840 
1841 



1848 

1846 
1846 



1847 

1848 
1849 

1850 

1861 



1852 

1858 

1854 
1855 



SaiiioDal 
Number. 



583 
853 
413 

158 
159 

356 

36 

573 



(800 
(811 



( 



941 
11217 
11225 
11531 
1286J 
681 ) 
684 ( 
13615 
14181 
1517 
fl601 
11677 
1795 
1916 



I 



Parliamentaiy Reports, &c 



Wales, and Van Dieman's Land, respect- 
ing transportation and assignment of con- 
victs. 

Lord John Bossell an^Lord Howick's 
notes on transportation. 

Order in Council, of May 22, respecting 
transportation. 

Oorrespondence relating to secondary 
punishments. 

Papers on convict discipline in New 
South Wales and Van Dieman's Land. 
Correspondence relating to juvenile con- 
victs fix>m Parkhurst. 

Returns of spiritual provisions for con- 
victs in the Colonies. 

Correspondence respecting the disposal 
of exiles in Van Dieman*s Land, New 
South Wales, and Port Philip. 

Betums of ships hired for conveyance of 
convicts from 1 Januaiy, 1839, to 30 June, 
1846. 

Correspondence on the subject of trans- 
portation and convict discipline in the Co- 
lonies. 

Correspondence on transportation, &c. 

Correspondence on transportation, &c. 

Correspondence on transportation, &c. 

Returns of convicts sent to Van Die- 
man's Liand. 

Correspondence on transportation. 

Papers on transportation, &c. 

Papers relating to transportation and 
convict discipline. 
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APPENDIX B. 



RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR HER MA- 
JESTY'S COLONIAL SERVICE (Caps. 1, 

2, AKD 8), 

CHAPTER I. 

THE OOVBRNOR. 

§ I. The different Classes of Governors, tie, the duration 
of their Office^ and expense of Commissions. 

1. The Queen appoints to the Goyenunent of a Colony, 
either — 

A Captain-Greneral and Goyemor-in- Chief ; 

Or a Goyemor and Commander-in-Chief; 

Or a Lieutenant-Goyemor; 

Or an Administrator of the Goyemment; or a Presi- 
dent, President of the Council, or (in the case o( 
Honduras) Superintendent 

2. These seyeral officers are appointed by Commission. 
In default of any officer so appointed (through death, ab- 
sence, or otherwise), the Goyemment deyolyes on such Officer 
or Officers as may haye been designated by the Crown for its 
temporary administration on such an eyent 

8. The appointment of either of the aboye- mentioned 
Officers to Her Majesty's Colonies is limited in its duration 
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to a period of six years from the assumption of his functions ; 
but Her Majesty's Government reserves to itself the power 
of prolonging that period. 

4. Under the Act 1 Wm. IV. o. 4^ it is enacted that all 
Patents^ Commissions, or other Authorities for the exercise 
of Offices in the Colonies held during pleasure^ shall con- 
tinue in force until the expiration of eighteen months from 
the demise of the Crown. 

5. No Fees are payable on Governors' appointments ; but 
their Commissions are subjected to certain charges at the 
Patent and Crown Offices, and to ad valorem duties pre- 
scribed by the Stamp Acts. 

§ II. Distinctions between a Civil and a Military 
Governor y as regards the Command of the Troops, 

1. If the Civil Government of a Colony be entrusted to 
an Officer holding a Commission in Her Majesty's Land 
Forces of the rank of Colonel, or of superior rank^ he ex- 
ercises the Command of Her Majesty's Forces within such 
Colony and its Dependencies, if Her Majesty shall appoint 
him specially for that purpose ; but if he is not so specially 
appointed, the Officer in Command of the Troops in the 
Colony will continue in such Command, and will receive the 
Allowances annexed to it, although such Officer may be 
junior in rank to the one appointed to the Civil Government 
of the Colony. 

8. A Civilian, a Naval Officer, or a Military Officer hold- 
ing a Commission in Her Majesty's Land Forces of inferior 
rank to that of Colonel, who shall be appointed to administer 
a Colonial Government, is not invested with the Command 
of Her Majesty's Forces ; but it is his duty, except in the 
case of invasion or assault by a Foreign Enemy, to issue to 
the Officer in Command of the Forces within the Colony, 
Orders for their march and distribution, for the formation 
and march of detachments and escorts, and, generally, for 
such military service as the safety and welfare of the Colony 
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may appear to him to require. All the military details le- 
gardiDg aach distribution, and the manner in which the 
detachment shall be formed and composed, rest with the 
Military Officer, who is responsible that they are con- 
formable in every respect to the Instructions issued to him 
by the Goyemor. The Governor also, as the Queen's 
Representative, gives the word in all places within his 
Government, except on the occasion of hostilities already 
adverted to. 

3. The Officer commanding Her Majesty's Land Forces 
is alone charged with the superintendence of all details con- 
nected with the Military Department }n a Colony, the Regi- 
mental duty and discipline of the Troops, inspections, and 
summoning and holding Courts-martial, garrison or regi- 
mental. 

4. He carries into execution, on his own authority, the 
Sentences of Courts-martial, excepting Sentences of death, 
which must first be approved, on behalf of the Queen, by 
the Officer administering the Civil Government. 

5. He makes to the Officer administering the Civil Go- 
vernment, Returns of the state and condition of the Troops, 
of the Military Departments, of the stores, magazines, and 
fortifications within the Colony, and furnishes duplicates of 
all Returns of a similar nature to those which he may send 
to the Military Authorities at home, or to any Officer under 
whose genera] Command he is placed. 

6. On the receipt of the annual Mutiny Act, the Officer 
in Command of Her Majesty's Land Forces communicates 
to the Civil Authority the "General Orders" in which it 
may be promulgated. 

7. And in the event of the Colony being invaded or 
assailed by a Foreign Enemy, and becoming the scene of 
active military operations, the Officer in Command of Her 
Majesty's Land Forces assumes the entire Military Authority 
and Command over the Troops. 
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§ III. General Powers of an Officer appointed to conduct 

a Colonial Government. 

The duty and powers of every OflScer, who may be called 
upon to administer a Colonial Government, are defined in 
Her Majesty's Commission and the Instructions with which 
he is famished. The following is a general outline of the 
nature of the powers with which he is invested, subject to 
the special law of each Colony. 

1. He is empowered to grant a pardon or respite to any 
criminal convicted in the Colonial Courts of justice. 

2. He has the power of remitting any fines, penalties, or 
forfeitures which may accrue or become payable to the Queen 
(not exceeding £50), and to suspend the payment of any 
fine, &c., exceeding that amount, until Her Majesty's Pleasure 
can be known. 

3. The Monies to be expended for the Public Service are 
issued under his Warrant as the law may in each particular 
case direct. 

4. The Governor of a Colony has, as a general rule, the 
power of granting licences for marriages, letters of adminis- 
tration, and probate of wills, unless other provision be made 
by Charter of Justice or local law. He has also, generally 
speaking, the presentation to benefices of the Church of 
England in the Colony, subject to rules hereinafter laid down. 
(SeeCh. III. § 1.) 

5. He has the power of issuing, in the Queen s name« 
writs of summons and election to call together the Kepre- 
sentative Assemblies and Councils where these exist, and for 
the election of their Members; and also that of assembling, 
proroguing, and dissolving Legislative Bodies. 

6. He confers appointments to Offices within the Colony, 
either absolute, where warranted by local laws, or temporary 
and provisional, until a reference has been made to Her 
Majesty's Government. 

7. He has the power of suspending Public Servants firom 
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the exercise of their functions under certain regulations, 
which must be strictly observed. (See Ch. III. § 2.) 

8. He is empowered to administer the appointed oaths to 
all persons, in Office or not, whenever he may think fit 

9. He ha8> generally speaking, the power of granting or 
withholding his assent to any Bills which may be passed by 
the Legislative Bodies. 

10. He is required, in various cases, by his Instructions, 
to reserve such Bills for the Royal Assent, or to assent to 
them only with a suspending clause, preventing them from 
coming into operation until confirmed by the Grown. These 
cases are not defined alike in all Instructions; but they 
comprise, generaUy speaking, matters touching the Preroga- 
tive, the Currency, the rights of Her Majesty's Subjects not 
resident in the Colony, and any Enactments of an unusual 
nature requiring special consideration. 

11. He is required to direct his particular attention to the 
erection and maintenance of schools, aud to all necessary 
measures for the conversion of Aborigines to ChristiaDity, 
and for their advancement in civilisation. 

12. He is specially required to execute all laws for the 
suppression and punishment of every species of vice, pro- 
faneness, and immorality. 

13. He is strictly enjoined to send home, punctually, 
copies of the Journals and Minutes of Proceedings of the 
Legislative Council and Assembly, together with lists of the 
Members of Councils, both Legislative and Executive. 

14. If anything should happen which may be for the ad- 
vantage or security of the Colony, and is not provided for in 
the Governor's Commission and Instructions, he may take 
order for the present therein. 

1 5. He is not to declare or make war against any Foreign 
State, or against the subjects of any Foreign State. Aggres- 
sion he must at all times repel to the best of his abiUty ; 
and he will use his best endeavour for the suppression of 
piracy. 

16. His attention is at all times to be directed to the state 
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of discipline and equipment of Militia Forces in the Colony, 
and whenever the Militia may be embodied, he should send 
home monthly Returns, with a particular account of their 
arms and accoutrements. 

17. Periodical Reports on this subject, which may not call 
for immediate attention, may be included in the annual 
"Blue Book" hereafter noticed. 

18. He is on no account to absent himself from the 
Colony without Her Majesty's permission. 

19. He is prohibited from receiving Presents, pecuniary or 
valuable, from the Inhabitants of the Colony, or any class 
of them, during the continuance of his office, and from giving 
such Presents ; and this Rule is to be equally observed on 
leaving his office. 

20. In cases where money has been subscribed, with a 
view of marking public approbation of the Governor s con- 
duct, it may be dedicated to objects of general utility, and 
connected with the name of the person who has merited 
such a proof of the general esteem. 



CHAPTER II. 

§ I. CONSTITUTIONS OF COLONIES. 

1. In all British Colonies there is an established Legis- 
lature consisting of the Governor and one or two Legisla- 
tive Bodies, with the exceptions only of Gibraltar and 
British Eaffiraria, in which the Legislative Power is vested 
in the Governor alone; and Heligoland, which remains 
under the old Danish Law. 

2. According to the old Colonial system of Government, 
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Colonies settled by Englishmen were (and are) held legally 
entitled to Representative Institutions. In these the Legis- 
lature consiBts of the Goyemor, a Council nominated by 
the Crown (which acts only as the Executive Council, or 
Council of advice to the Governor), and an Assembly 
elected by Freeholders and others according to the electoral 
laws of each Colony. 

d. Colonies acquired by conquest or cession (commonly 
called Crown Colonies), are under the legislative power 
of the Crown, which exercises that power by Orders in 
Council, and, concurrently therewith, through Laws framed 
by a Local Legislature, consisting of the Governor and a 
Council nominated by the Crown. 

4. Legislative Councils, nominated by the Grown, con- 
sist, generally speaking, in part, of the principal Executiye 
Officers of the Colony, and, in part, of private persons ap- 
pointed by name ; the former usually termed Official, tbe 
latter. Unofficial Members ; the proportions being prescribed 
by the respective Commissions and Instructions to Go- 
vernors. 

5. The rank and precedency of the Members of Council 
between each other is regulated by the Boyal Instructions. 
In some cases, that precedency depends on seniority of ap- 
pointment alone ; but in other cases, that rule is quaUfied 
by assigning to the Official Members of Council precedence 
over the Unofficial Members. 

6. When a vacancy occurs by the demise, resignation, 
&c., of a Legislative Councillor appointed by name, the 
Governor should submit to Her Majesty's Government the 
names and characters of three persons from whom a selec- 
tion may be made to fill up the vacancy; but he is also aa- 
thorised, if he should think proper, to appoint provisionally 
to such vacancy until Her Majesty's Pleasure may be 
known. 

7. The general rule is, that no Member of Council may, 
on pain of vacating his seat, absent himself for more than 
six months except by leave of the Governor, whose power 
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is limited to granting a leave of absence, in some cases to 
twelve, and in others to eighteen months. Any more pro- 
tracted leave of absence must be granted by the Queen 
Herself. 

8. In the Colonies not having Bepresentative Assemblies, 
the initiation of all laws belongs to the Governor. 

9. In every Colony the Governor is vested with authority, 
either to give or to withhold his assent to laws passed by 
the other branches or members of the Legislature, and until 
that assent is given, no such law is valid or binding. 

10. Laws are, in some cases, passed with suspending 
clauses ; that is, although assented to by the Governor, they 
do not come into operation or take effect in the Colony, 
until they shall have been specially confirmed by Her Ma- 
jesty ; and in other cases Parliament has for the same pur- 
pose empowered the Governor to reserve Laws for the 
Crown's assent, instead of himself assenting or refusing. 

11. Every Law which has received the Go\'emor*s assent 
(unless it contains such suspending clause as aforesaid) 
comes into operation immediately or at the time specified in 
the Law itself. But the Crown retains power to disallow 
the Law ; and if such power be exercised at any time after- 
wards, the Law ceases to have operation firom the date at 
which such disallowance is published in the Colony. 

12. In Colonies having Bepresentative Assemblies, the 
practice is, to signify by Order in Council that the Crown 
either confirms (which is rarely done), or leaves to its opera- 
tion, or disallows, every separate Law. 

13. In Crown Colonies the practice is, that the Secretary 
of State signifies to the Governor, by despatch, the Crown's 
allowance or disallowance of each separate Law. 

14. In some cases a period is limited, after the expiration 
of which Local Enactments, though not actually disallowed, 
cease to have the authority of law in the Colony, unless be- 
fore the lapse of that time Her Majesty's confirmation of 
them shall have been signified there ; but the general rule is 
otherwise. 
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16. In Colonies possessing Bepresentadve Assemblies, 
Laws purport to be made by the Queen or by the Governor 
on Her Majesty's behalf, or sometimes by the Govemoi 
alone, omitting any express reference to Her Majesty, with 
the advice and consent of the Council and Assembly. They 
are invariably designated as Acts. In Colonies not having 
Legislative Assemblies, Laws are designated as Ordinances, 
which purport to be made by the Governor with the advice 
and consent of the Legislative Council or (in British 
Guiana) of the Court of Policy. 

1 6. In the Windward and Leeward Island Governments, 
in the West Indies, a deviation from the general rule arises, 
from the circumstance of the residences of the Govemors- 
in-Chief being established at Barbados and Antigua, and 
therefore beyond the precincts of several of the Colonies in 
the legislation of which they concur. To meet the case, it 
is provided that Bills passed by the Council and Assembly 
in any of the subordinate Islands, are to be sent by the 
respective Lieutenant-Governors, before their own assent is 
given, to the Govemor-in- Chief under whom they re- 
spectively act If the Govemor-in-Chief shall insist on any 
amendment as the indispensable condition on which alone 
the Lieutenant-Governor may assent to the Bill, that amend- 
ment, with the unobjectionable provisions of the Bill, must be 
incorporated into a new Act, or, when the forms of proceed- 
ing require it, the Bill, though not actually amended as re- 
quired by the Govemor-in-Chief, may be assented to by the 
Lieutenant-Governor on the express engagement of the 
Council and Assembly to give eflFeot to the Gt)vemor-in- 
Chief 's recommendation by a supplementary Enactment. 

17. The preceding summary must be understood as ap- 
plying to Colonies in general, not governed under special 
Parliamentary Enactments. 

In these the Legislative Power is considered to flow from, 
and to be defined by, the Commission of the Governor. 
But in the case of a large proportion of the Colonies, Acts 
of Parliament have been passed at difierent times creating 
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or modifying their constitutions ; and this for several pur- 
poses^ viz. : — 

1st. To give Bepresentative Institutions to Crown 
Colonies. 

2nd. To enable the Crown to create nominated 
Councils in Colonies settled by Englishmen. 

3rd. To modify in various ways the Electoral Insti- 
tutions of Colonies, the right of the Crown in dealing 
with their Laws, &c., &c. 

18. The following List of Colonies, classified according 
to their several constitutions, has been compiled as accu- 
rately as the nature of the subject will admit. 

1. Colonies with Bepresentative Institutions on the old 
West-Indian model — Council and Assembly : — 



Antigua, 


Barbados, 


Dominica, 


Grenada, 


St. Kitts, 


St. Vincent, 


Montserrat, 


Tobago, 


Nevis, 


Bermudas. 



2. Colonies on the same model, but in which the Legis- 
lative and Executive Councils are separate : — 

Nova Scotia, Bahamas, 

New Brunswick, Honduras, 

Prince Edward's Island, Bay Islands, 
Jamaica, Vancouver's Island. 

3. Colonies in which the same model has been changed 
by Local Enactment into that of a single Chamber or 
Council of mixed Nominees and Bepresentatives : — 

Turks Island, Virgin Islands (Tortola.) 

4. Crown or conquered Colonies with a single Legislative 
Council : — 
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Nominated Legislative 
Council. 



St. Lucia, 

Trinidad, 

Mauritius, 

Ceylon, 

Port Natal, 

Labaan, 

British Guiana : " Court of Policy," a Body specially 
organised under Dutch Law, preserved at the 
Cession. 

Malta: Mixed Council, partly Bepresentative, by 
Charter firom the Crown. 

6. Conquered Colony in which the Crown has wholly 
ceded its liCgislative rights: — 

The Gape of Good Hope : Elective Council and As- 
sembly. 

6. Crown Colonies without Legislative Councils : — 

Gibraltar, British Kaffraria. 

Heligoland, 

7. Colonies in which Bepresentative Institutions exist 
under Parliamentary Enactment and Local Laws sanc- 
tioned thereby: — 

Canada, \ 

Newfoundland, r Nominated Council, 

New South Wales, I and Assembly. 
New Zealand, 

Tasmania, ) Elet5tive Council, 

Victoria, ) and Assembly. 

South Australia : Single Mixed Council. 

8. Colonies in which single nominated Le^slative 
Councils have been established under Parliamentary 
Authority : — 

Sierra Leone, Falkland Islands, 

The Gambia, Hong Kong, 

The Gold Coast, Western Australia. 
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§ II. The Executive Council. 

1 . The Executive Council (whether separate or not from 
the Legislative) has the general duty of assisting the Gover- 
nor hy its advice. In various cases, by local Enactment, he 
is required to act with this advice ; but, generally speaking, 
although highly desirable, it is not compulsory on him to 
do so if he thinks the public interest requires an opposite 
course, in which case very special Eules are laid down for 
his guidance in his Instructions ; which likewise prescribe 
the course to be taken by Councillors in recording their 
opinion in opposition to the Governor's. 

2. Where separate from the Legislative Council, the Exe- 
cutive Council commonly consists of a specially-limited 
number of the principal officers of the Local Government, 
with or without an admixture of Unofficial Members. 

3. The Councillors are appointed by the Governor's In- 
structions or by Warrant from the Crown, the Governor 
having in some cases the power of making provisional ap- 
pointments, subject to the Crown's confirmation. 

4. The Governor has the power of suspending Executive 
Councillors, following, as far as the nature of the case will 
allow, his General Instructions as to the suspension of 
Public Officers ; but the power of dismissal rests with the 
Crown. 

5. The preceding are the general rules relating to the 
constitution of the Executive Council, but in Colonies pos- 
sessing what is commonly termed "responsible Govern- 
ment," the Executive Council is a removable body, in 
analogy to the usage prevailing in the British Constitution. 
The only formal step by which this is usually established, 
is the insertion in the Governor's Instructions of an un- 
limited power to appoint new Councillors, subject formally 
to the Crown's confirmation; it being understood that Coun- 
cillors who have lost the confidence of the Local Legisla- 
ture will tender their Resignations to the Governor. 
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6. The Oolonies in which this fonn of Govemment is 
establiBhedy or in course of being established, ore : — 

Canada, Jamaica, 

Nova Scotia, New South Wales, 

New Brunswick, Victoria, 

Prince Edward's Island, Van Dieman's Land, 

Newfoundland, New Zealand. 

7. In the West India Colonies possessing Bepresentatiye 
Assemblies, the Councils in some cases possess, concurrently 
with the Governor, a judicial authority as a Court of Errors, 
and in some cases they also audit the public accounts. 

8. To the Executive Council, associated with the Chief 
Judge of the Colony, is also in general entrusted the duty of 
administering to the Governor, on his arrival, the usual 
oaths of office ; which being done, the Governor administers 
to the Members of the Executive Council, and others, the 
oaths of office to be taken by them respectively. Each 
new Member of Council, on his appointment, is also re- 
quired to take the oaths applying to his particular case. 



CHAPTER III. 

APPOINTMENTS TO PUBLIC OFFICES. 

1. Throughout the British Colonies the Offices holden in 
the service of the Executive Govemment are all now granted 
and holden at the pleasure of the Queen, except those o( 
Judges of the Supreme Courts of a few Colonies, which are 
holden during good behaviour. 
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2. Of Offices holden at the pleasure of the Grown, a few 
are filled up hy the Governor, or hy the Governor in Oouncilj 
in pursuance of special Enactments authorising, in these 
p£urticular cases, such a deviation from the established form. 
In the absence of such Enactments, Public Offices are 
usually filled up in the name of Her Majesty. All Offices 
of considerable rank, trust, and emolument, are filled up by 
appointments, either provisional or final ; provisional when 
they are made by the Governor on any sudden emergency, 
subject to Her Majesty's approbation; final when they are 
made in obedience to Her Majesty's commands. The right 
of appointment to such Offices is vested as a general rule, 
in the Crown. Nevertheless, under Local Enactments, the 
right of appointments is occasionally vested in the Go- 
vernor, or Governor in Council. 

3. The general rule is, that all Public Offices of consider- 
able rank, trust, and emolument should be granted by an 
Instrument under the Public Seal of the Colony in Her 
Majesty's name. In the case of provisional appointments 
such Instruments are issued by the Governor in pur- 
suance of Her Majesty's General Instructions. In the case 
of final appointments, they are issued in pursuance of Her 
Mcgesty's Special Instructions, which Special Instructions 
are conveyed to the Governor generally in the form of 
warrants under the Boyal Sign Manual, and Signet. 

4. The distinction between Offices which are, and 
Offices which are' not of considerable rank, trust, and emo- 
lument, being in itself vague and indefinite, has been ren- 
dered as precise as the nature of the case admits, by the 
following distinction. Offices are classed under three heads: 
— 1, those of which the emoluments do not exceed one hun- 
dred pounds per annum ; 2, those of which the emoluments 
exceed one hundred, and do not exceed two hundred pounds 
per annum ; 3, and those of which the emoluments exceed 
two hundred pounds per annum ; 5, in the case of offices of 
the first or lowest of the three classes just mentioned, the 
Governor, as a general rule, has the absolute disposal, subject 
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only to the conditiou of reporting every such appointment 
by the first opportunity. 

5. In the case of Offices of the third or highest class, the 
Grovemor is to make a special report of the grounds of his 
appointment^ and is distinctly to apprise the object of his 
choice, that he holds the Office in the strictest sense of the 
ii^ord provisionally only until his appointment is confirmed 
by Her Majesty. In such case^ the confirmation takes place 
in the form already mentioned^ of a warrant under the Boyal 
Sign Manual^ and Signet. 

6. When a vacancy occurs in the second or middle Class, 
the Governor reports it to the Secretary of State, together 
with the name and qualifications of the person whom he has 
appointed to fill it provisionally, and intends to fill it finally; 
which recommendation is almost uniformly followed. 

7. When a vacancy occurs in the higher Class, the Go- 
vernor follows the same course as to reporting the vacancy, 
and provisional appointment ; he is at liberty also to recom- 
mend a Candidate for the final appointment, but it must be 
distinctly understood that the Secretary of State reserves to 
himself the power of recommending another instead. 

8. It is of course impossible to lay down any general rale 
for deciding in what case the recommendation of a Governor 
will, or will not be ultimately sanctioned and confirmed by 
the Queen ; but in general it may be stated, that Her Ma- 
jesty will be advised to regard more favourably appointments 
which are in the nature of promotions of meritorious Public 
Servants, than appointments made in favour of persons new 
to the Public Service ; and that when any new Office has 
been created^ the Governor's recommendation for fiUing 
•it up will carry with it less weight than in the case of Offices 
which the Governor may have found already established. In 
cases of such new Offices^ there will be always more than 
usual reason to anticipate that an appointment will be made 
directly from this country. 

9. It is further to be understood, that in determining the 
propriety of appointments &om this country or from the 
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Colony, regard will probably be had to the comparatively 
advanced state of wealth and population in each Colony, and 
to the number of properly-qualified Candidates among whom 
the Local Authorities may have the opportunity, as vacancies 
occur, of making a selection for Her Majesty's approval and 
confirmation through the Secretary of State. 

10. In the distribution of the patronage of the Govern- 
ment in the Colonies, great weight must always be attached 
to local services and experience. Every Governor will, 
therefore, make once in each year a Confidential Report of 
the claims of Candidates, whether already employed in the 
Public Service or not, whom he may consider to possess that 
qualification, in order that when a vacancy or an opportunity 
for promotion occurs, the Secretary of State may have before 
him the means of judging how far the particular Candidate 
recommended by the Governor is on the whole the best qua- 
lified, and whether a Candidate of proper qualifications is to 
be found in the Colony, or in any adjacent Colony. 

Such Reports being prepared, not in reference to any 
existing vacancy and an actual appointment, but on the more 
broad and deliberative view of the actual state of the Civil 
Service, and the comparative claims and qualifications of 
different Candidates, will obviate some inconveniences which 
have arisen from the simultaneous appointment of an Officer, 
and report on his fitness for Public Office. It will also afford 
to the Secretary of State, who will have before him at the 
same time the whole of these Reports, more effectual means 
than he at present possesses of judging of the merits gene- 
rally of Officers employed in subordinate situations through- 
out Her Majesty's Colonial possessions; and will materially 
increase the prospects of advancement and encouragement to 
meritorious Officers in such situations, by enlarging the 
range within which they may hope to obtain promotion as a 
reward for active and efficient service. In cases where the 
means of effectually recruiting the Public Service, as 
vacancies may arise, shall appear not to be within the Go- 
vernor s reach, the Secretary of State will think it pecu- 
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liarly incumbent on himself to select proper persons in this 
country. 

11. The Governor will institute inquiries into^ and report 
upon the qualifications of other Candidates of whom he 
may have less knowledge, when he sees sufficient reason for 
supposing that the Public Service might gain by their admis- 
sion into ity but in the application of these Bules much must 
be left to the Oovemor's discretion. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT OF BRmSH INDIA, 
AND RELATIONS OF THE IMPERIAL 
GOVERNMENT WITH THE NATIVE 
STATES. 

(EXTBACTED FBOM "STATISTICAL PaPERS RELATING TO InDIA.") 

§ 1. 

The Local Government of British India is now admlnis- Local Go- 
tered partly hy Native, and partly hy European Civil Func- v®""^«^*- 
tionaiies. The agency of the former was first employed 
during the Administration of Lord William Bentinck, and 
though the experiment has heen tried for little more than 
twenty years, there are now more than two thousand Native 
Civil Officers in various departments at various salaries in 
British India. The highest offices in the Indian Civil Ser- 
vice are, however, still held hy Europeans specially trained hy 
a system of Education commenced in England and com- 
pleted in India, apprenticed, in the first steps of their career, 
to Collectors of Bevenue or Administrators of Justice, and 
afterwards gradually promoted according to their qualifica- 
tions to the highest Offices in their respective Departments. 
The large number of Functionaries constituting the Local 
Executive of British India is accounted for partly hy the 
absence of any municipal or representative system, and 
partly .by the commercial undertakings in which the Go- 
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yemment is involyed. The manufacture and levying of the 
excise on salt, the management of the opium monopoly, 
the saperviaion of public works, necessitate the employment 
of a large staff of ojfficials, besides those required for the 
ordinary purposes of judicial and general AdministratioD. 
I**»d- An important department of the Indian Local Government 

jnd is that to which the collection of the land-revenue is dele- 

revenue, gated. The variety and minuteness of the subdivisions to 
which the tenure of land is subjected under the Hindoo 
and Mahometan law of inheritance render this ftmcdon 
peculiarly intricate and laborious. The Government land- 
tenures in British India are divisible into three principal 
classes. 1. The Zemindary, in which the Government re- 
cognise but one individual (the representative of a family or 
proprietary body owning an estate cultivated in common) 
as responsible for the Government demand, in the event of 
whose default the whole estate would be sold for its realisa- 
tion. 2. The Futterdaree^ in which by special arrangement, 
sanctioned by the Government^ an aggregate assessment is 
guaranteed by a proprietary body, each member of which 
cultivates separately his own allotment. 3. The Ryotwar, 
in which the proprietor of each petty holding is made per- 
sonally responsible to the Government for the payment of 
the assessment fixed on his own allotment. 

The amount of the Government assessment on lands held 
under all these tenures is regulated by one uniform rule, and 
**is not to exceed two- thirds of the net produce or surplus 
which the estate may yield after deducting expenses of culti- 
vation.*** All matters relative to the settlement, collection, 
and administration of the revenue, ultimately fall under the 
superintendence and control of a Board of Kevenue in 
Bengal and the North- Western Provinces ; some arrange- 
ments not dissimilar exist for the like purposes under the 
other Presidencies. 

• Vide Section 52 of Directions to the Revenue Settlement 
oflScers in the North- Western Provinces. 
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§2. 

The Legislative provisions for the Government of British Relations 
India, as above described, do not apply to the Territories of ^jg^j qJ^" 
Native Princes with whom Great Britain has entered into vemment 
diplomatic relations, nor to those States with which Subsi- J , . 
diary or Protective Treaties have been contracted. The former States, 
class is not numerous ; it includes the Kings of Ava and 
Siam, and the Bajahs of Dholpore, Tipperah, Nepaul, and 
Bhotan, which are, except in matters in which they have 
undertaken to accept British mediation, absolutely inde- 
pendent. 

The Dependent Native States of India are divisible into 
two classes: 1, Subsidiary; 2, Protected. There are, how- 
ever, certain features in common to these two classes of 
Native States. 

Under both subsidiary and protective treaties, native Go- 
vernments relinquish the right of self-defence, as well as 
that of maintaining diplomatic relations with other States. 
And the British Government, which guarantees external 
security and internal tranquillity, is constituted the arbiter 
of disputes arising between native Princes. 

In one-half of the subsidiary treaties, however, and in the 
large majority of the protective treaties, the British Govern- 
ment engages generally to refrain from interference in the 
internal administration of the native State. The stipula- 
tions in other respects vary in the several treaties and en- 
gagements, but a prohibition of the employment of Euro- 
peans or Americans is a common article, and one binding 
the native chiefs to act in "subordinate co-operation" with 
the paramount power, is almost imiversally introduced into 
the engagements concluded with protected States. 

The main distinction between the subsidiary and pro- 
tective system is that which affects the exercise of military 
power by native States in respect to external aggression. 
Under the subsidiary system, the British Government pro- 
vides a regular military force (special, or otherwise) for tlie 
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protection of the native State, and the native Government 
defrays the cost. With the States not included within that 
tystem, the engagements involve the obligation of protection 
on the part of the paramount Power, allegiance on that of 
the subordinate. In some instances, the dependent State is 
subject to the payment of tribute; in others, it is exempt 
from any pecuniary claim. 

The States with which subsidiary alliances have been 
contracted are ten in number; namely, Cochin, Cutch, 
Guzerat, Gwalior, Hyderabad, Indore, Mysore, Nagpore, 
Oude, and Travancore. In these States the charge for the 
maintenance of the subsidiary force has been commuted, by 
cession of territory in some cases, by annual subsidy in 
others, to the British Government. The native States end- 

« 

tied to the protection of the British Government under various 
arrangements not involving subsidiary treaties, are too 
numerous for specific enumeration. They comprise upwards 
of two hundred States, exclusive of a large number of petty 
Rajahs scattered over the vast area of Hindostan.* 

In some of these, the chiefs are not absolutely inde- 
pendent, even as to matters of ordinary internal administra- 
tion. In several States civil justice is administered by tlie 
chiefs, subject to an appeal to the British Agent, while in 
criminal matters their jurisdiction is still more strictly 
limited. 

* Bhurtpore is a protected State, and in this sense only 
under British rule. Vide p. 11. 
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DEPENDENCIES POSSESSED BY THE NATIONS 

OP EUROPE. 

With the Abea of each Dependenct in Bbicish Squabe Miles. 



- 


GREAT BRITAIN. 








Area. 






Area. 




Square Miles. 




Square Miles. 


EUBOPB. 




Amebioa. 






Malta . 


. 114 


Canada 


. 


350,000 


Gibraltar 


. 3 


Noya Scotia . 


. 


16,000 


Ionian Isles . 


1,000 


New Brunswick . 


• 


26,000 


Isle of Man . 


. 220 


Newfoundland 


• 


35,850 


Channel Islands . 


. 250 


Prince Edward's Island 


2,150 


Heligoland . 


. . n 


Hudson's Bay Territories 


500,000 






YancouYer's Island 






Asia. 




Bermudas 


• 


. 19 




Honduras 






British India and depen- 




Ruotan 




. 28 


dent States 


, 1,100,000 


JLVlAw UCvAA • • • 

Bahamas 




4,440 


Ceylon . . . , 


24,000 


Jamaica 




6,321 


Hong Kong . 


. 27 


Leeward Islands : — 






Labuan 


. 32 


Antigua . 
Dominica . 




. 108 
. 277 


Africa. 




Montserrat 




. 47 


Cape of Good Hope 


200,000 


Nevis 




. 20 


Natal . . . . 


18,000 


St. Christopher . 




. 70 


British Kaffiraria 




Anguilla . 




. 30 


Sierra Leone 


. 220 


Virgin Islands . 




. 80 


Gambia 


. 38 


Barbuda . 




. 72 


Gold Coast 




Windward Islands :— 






Mauritius 


. 700 


Barbados . 




. 166 


Seychelles ^ 


. 60 


i3t. Vincent 




. 121 


St. Helena . 


. 48 


Grenada and Grenadines . 140 


Ascension 


. 31 


Tobago 

CO 


• 

2 


. 97 
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Amkbioa, continued, 
Trinidad 
St. Lucia 
British Guiana 
Falkland Islands 
Pitcaim^s Island 

Australasia. 
New South Wales 



Square Miles. 

1,703 

. 275 

100,000 

6,000 

. 2 



680,000 



Asia. 



Pondicherry 
Mah4 
Tanaon 
Ohandemagor. 



Afbioa. 

Senegal 

Goree . 

St. Louis 

Isle de St. Marie . 

Madagascar, part of 

Nozib4 . 

Mayotte . . . 

Algeria 

Isle de Bourbon . 



Asia. 
Java : — 

Batavia ) 

Cheribou } 
Medura 
Sumatra : — 

Bencoolen 

Padang 

Bangis 

Palembang ^ 

Lampong 

Rhio 

Bangka 

Billiton Island . 



V' 



Aieft. 
Square MOes. 

AusTBALASiA, continued, 
Victoria 

South Australia . . 200,000 
West Australia 

Tasmania . . . 24,000 
Norfolk Island ... 24 
New Zealand and depen- 
dencies . . . 95,000 



FKANCE. 



. 625 



America. 
Guadaloupe . 
Martinique . 
St. Martin, part of 
Mariegolante 
Desiderade . 
Les Saintes . 
Guiana \ 
Cayenne) 
St. Pierre ) 
Miquelon J 



20,009 


Australasia. 




Marquesas . 




Society Islands * 




New Caledonia . 


100,000 


Isles des Pins 


. 864 


Groupe de la Fidelity 



60,000 
2,700 



HOLLAND. 

Asia, continued. 
Borneo : — 
Pontianak ) 
Tatas ) 

Celebes : — 
Mangkassar 
Menado 
Moluccas : — 
Booro 
Banda 
Amboyna 
Temate 
Timor . 
2,260 Bali 



160,000 



} 



, 675 
. 291 

. 135 

38,685 
. 177 



. 524 
1,077 
8,291 
. 411 
. 512 



200,000 



70,000 



60,000 

. 320 
. 32 

13,500 
3,000 
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Asia, continued, 

Lambok 
Sumbawa 
Mangeraay 
Jiindana 
Semao . 



Afbioa. 

Guinea Coast Forts 



Area. 
Square Miles. 



2,500 
8,800 
. 600 
3,500 
. 200 



10,600 



America. 
Guiana 
Gura^oa 
Buen Ayre 
St. Eustatius 
Saba 
St. Martin, part of 
Oruba . 
Surinam 



Australasia. 

Papua, settlements in 



Area. 
Square Miles. 

. 30,000 
. 600 

. 22 

. 20 

. 40 

. 16 

. 28,200 



SPAIN. 




Europe. 


Africa, continued. 




Balearic Isles . . 1,765 


Canary Isles :— 
Fueiteventura ^ 




Asia. 


Lanzarote . 




Philippine Islands :— 


Teneriffe . 




Manilla . . . 30,787 


Gomera 


^ . 3,217 


Mindanao . . 1,296 


Palma 




Isles Babuyanes and Bas- 


Hierro 




checs . . . 1,260 


Gran Canaria 




Isles Biscayas . . 18,749 


Anaboa Isles 1 
Fernando Po / 


. 488 


Marian Islands . . 1,210 


Africa. 






Barbary Coast Settlements : — 


America. 




Ceuta . . . ^ 
Gomera . . . r ^^ 
Melilla ... J 


Cuba . 


. 48,489 


Porto Rico . 


4,007 


Vierges Espagnoles 


. 143 



Asia. 
Goa, &c. 
Damao . 
Diu . 
Timor^i 
Belly I 
Solor J 
Macao . 



POKTUGAL. 

Africa. 



1,428 
. 83 
. 11 



34,661 



11 



Cape de Verde Islands 
Guinea Coast Forts : — 

Bisao, &c. . 
Principe Isle 
Isle of St. Thomas 
Congo : — 

Angola 

Benguela 



!• 



! 



. 241 

36,829 
. 463 

202,823 
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Af BiOA, eonttnticd, 
Mosambique 
Madeira .) 



. Porto Sanio 



Am. 
Squftre Mttea. 

. 283,500 
. 334 



Africa, corUimied, 
The Azores : — 
S. Michael 
S. Maria 
Terceira 
Flores, 



iria . I 
dra . [ 
fl, &c. J 



Area. 
Square Miles. 



1,146 



EUBOPS. 

Iceland 
Faro 



Amsbioa. 
St. Croix 
St. Thomas . 
St. Jean 



DENMAKK. 

AuEBiCA, corUinued, 
37,800 Greenland :— 

496 Julianeshaab . ^ 

Fredericshaab . | 

Lichtenfels . 1 

New Hernhut . y 

74 Holsteinsborg . 

23 Omenak . 

21 Godhavn, &c. . 



3,949 



SWEDEN. 

Amsbica. 
St. Bartholomew . 
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APPENDIX E. 



LAWS RELATING TO CHRISTIANITY IN 

THE DEPENDENCIES. 

The Ecclesiastical element which has been interwoven 
with the British Constitution by a series of Parliamentary 
enactments, forms no part of that system of law and govern- 
ment which necessarily prevails in the Dependencies, 
whether acquired by settlement, cession, or conquest. 
Attempts have indeed been made at various times, as will 
appear from the subjoined Schedule of Orders in Council 
and Acts of Parliament, to establish in certain Colonies the 
same religious machinery which exists in the parent State. 
Thirty Episcopal Dioceses have also been created by 
Letters Patent under the Royal Sign Manual, but the 
spiritual jurisdiction conferred by them is limited to those 
who may voluntarily place themselves within its pale.* 

Neither the Canon Law, nor tlie authority of Courts 
Ecclesiastical (unless constituted by Local Legislatures), 
have any force in the Dependencies.f Neither do the Acts 
of Uniformity, nor those which provide for the maintenance 
and discipline of the Clergy, extend to the Colonies, unless 

* Vide Parliamentary Papers, 175, 1850. 

t Vide Ancient Charters of South Carolina and New York, 
cited in " Anderson's History of tlie Colonial Church," vol. ii. 
p. 548. Also " An Enquiry into the Ecclesiastical Law of the 
Colonies, by the Rev. H. Venn," 1856. 
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imported into them by express legislatiou; and this power 
cannot now be exercised by the Imperial Govermuent, 
except in those few remaining Colonies to which constita- 
tions have not yet been granted. In all the Colonies which 
possess representative government^ the Local Legislatures 
have a full and exclusive power to adapts if they think fit, 
the Ecclesiastical Law of Great Britain to their respective 
exigencies. The West-Indian Colonies have largely exer- 
cised this power^ and in their statute-books will be found a 
long series of enactments of that nature^ commencing with 
the year 1 825, and extending to the present time.* 

The Legislatures of the Australian Colonies have also 
passed laws for the endowment of ministers of religion, 
connected not only with the Episcopal body, but also with 
other denominations of Christians. 

Examples of such legislation will be found in the statute 
books of New South Wales,t Victoria,J and Tasmania. 

An Address has been recently presented to Her Majesty 
from the Legislature of Canada " for the repeal of such 
English Statutes as impede the meeting of the clergy and 
laity of the Church of England in Synod; and that the 
choice of bishops may be left to the clergy and laity of each 
diocese;" in other words, praying for the absolute sur- 

* Vide Letter from Sir James Stephen to the Earl of 
Harrowby. 

t Vide 8 AVill. IV., No. 5 (New South Wales) : An Act to 
regulate the temporal aflfairs of Churches and Chapels of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, in New South Wales. 
Also No. 7 : An Act to regulate the temporal aflfairs of Pres- 
byterian Churches and Chapels in the same Colony (amended 
by 4 Vict., No. 18). Also 2 Vict., No. 7 : An Act to regulate 
the temporal aflfairs of the religious societies denominated 
Wesleyan Methodists, Independents, and Baptists. 

I Vide 18 Vict.: An Act to enable the Bishops, Clergy, and 
Laity of the United Church of England and Ireland in Vic- 
toria to provide for tlie regulation of the aflfairs of the said 
Church, By s. 18 of this Act, the Koyal prerogative in respect 
of the nomination of Bishops, &c., is expressly reser>'ed. 
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render of the Koyal prerogative in matters ecclesiastical, 
within the Colony. No action has, as yet, heen taken by 
the Home Government upon the subject.* 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL, RELATING TO CHRIS- 
TIANITY IN THE DEPENDENCIES. 



Tear. 



1634 



Orders in Conncil. 



1661 
1677 

1679 

1726 



1823 



1829 



1839 



For placing English congregations in all British 
factories, and places of trade in Europe, and else- 
where, in any foreign parts under the ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction of the Bishop of London. 

(July 3.) Approving Report of Committee, relating 
to the spiritual supervision of Jamaica. 

(June 8.) Directing Bishop of London to appoint 
six able ministers of the Gospel to be sent to the 
Leeward Islands. 

(April 25.) Ordaining that all clergymen sent as 
chaplains to His Majesty's Plantations, shall retain 
their fellowships during absence. 

(August 9.) For passing a Commission, empowering 
the Bishop of London to exercise spiritual jurisdic- 
tion in the Plantations, and appointing a Court of 
Appeal from any sentences that shall be given under 
such Commission. 

(May 18.) For suppressing or reducing the number 
of Roman Catholic Festivals in Trinidad, and in- 
structing the Vicar Apostolic of the West-Indian 
Islands accordingly. 

(March 18.) Approving certain instructions to the 
Governor of Jamaica, altering the mode of disposing 
of church patronage in that Island. 

(February 20.) For saving to the clergy and 
ministers of the Christian religion in certain Colo- 
nies, the heretofore existing right to fees on celebra- 
tion of marriage. 



* Vide Parliamentaiy Papers relating to Ecclesiastical mat- 
ters in the Colonies, 1856. 
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ACTS OP THE IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT, RELATING 
TO CHRISTIANITY IN THE DEPENDENCIES. 



Tear. 
1791 

1813 
1819 



1826 



18)i7 
1840 

1853 



Acta of Parliament, &c. 



31 Geo. in. cap. 31, (§ 39, 40.)— Empowering the 
Governor of Canada to form parsonages, and to 
present to benefices. 

52 Geo. lU. cap. 155, (§ 51, 62, and 63.)— Defining 
spiritual jurisdiction of Bishops in British India. 

59 Geo. III. cap. 60. — ^Permitting the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York, and the Bishop of London, 
for the time being, to admit persons into holy orders 
specially for the Colonies. 

6 Geo. IV. cap. 88. — Providing for the salaries of 
certain Bishops and ecclesiastical dignitaries in 
Jamaica, Barbadoes, and the Leeward Islands. 
(Amended by 7 Geo. IV. cap. 4.) 

7 & 8 Geo. IV. cap. 62. — An Act to authorise the 
sale of a part of the clergy reserves in Canada. 

3 & 4 Vict. cap. 78.— An Act to provide for the 
sale of the clergy reserves in Canada, and the distii- 
bution of the proceeds thereof. 

16 Vict. cap. 21.— Authorising the Legislature of 
Canada to make provision . concerning the clergy 
reserves in that province. 
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Aborigines, Parliamentary Paper 
relating to, 305. 

Accra, 169. 

Acts and Ordinances, distinction be- 
tween, 33. 

Aldemey, 93. 

Anguilla, 248. 

Annamaboo, 169. 

Antigua, 243. 

Appellate jurisdiction over Depen- 
dencies, 47. 

Ascension Island, 180./ 

Assemblies, Colonial, powers of, 30, 
374. 

Assiento Contract, 167. 

Auckland Islands, 337. 

Australia, South, provisions for sale 
of land in, 315 ; Government of, 
ib. ; Governors of, 319 ; Orders in 
Council, ih. ; Acts of Parliament, 
320 ; Parliamentary Papers, 321. 

Western, 321 ; Governors 

of, 323 ; Orders in Council, ih, ; 
Acts of Parliament, 324; Parlia- 
mentary Papers, ih, 

Bahamas, 230 ; Constitution of, ih. ; 
Governors of, 231 ; Orders in Coun- 
cil, ih. ; Parliamentary Papers, 
232. 

Barbados, 254 ; Governors of, 256. 

Barbuda, 249. 

Bay Islands, 228. 

Bermudas, 221 ; convicts sent there, 
222 ; House of Assembly, ih. ; Go- 
vernors, ih. ; Orders in Council, 
223; Parliamentary Papers, 225. 

Bishop of London, Order in Coun- 
cil, giving spiritual jurisdiction 
to, 50. 

Board of Trade first established, 11. 

British Colonisation, History of, xxx. 



Burke, Edmund, opinions of on Co- 
lonial Government, xlvii. 

Burmese war, papers relating to, 
133. 

Caico's Islands, 236. 

Canada, 27, 183 ; Political History 
of, 184; Municipal Institutions, 
185 ; Elective Franchise, 186; 
Council, 187 ; Governors of, 188; 
Orders in Council, ih. ; Acts of 
Parliament, 191 ; Parliamentary 
Papers, 194. 

Canterbury Association, Orders in 
Council relating to, 338 ; Acts of 
Parliament, 340 ; Parliamentary 
Papers, 342. 

Cape Coast Castle, 169. 

Cape of Good Hope, Executive Coun- 
cil of, 149; Legislative Council, 
151 ; Representative Government, 
ih. ; Governors of, 152 ; Orders in 
Council, 153; Parliamentary Re- 
ports, 157. 

Carthage, Colonies of, xvii. 

Ceylon, Political Summary, 140 ; 
Charter granted to, ih. ; Council 
of Government appointed in, 141 ; 
Present Constitution of, ih. ; Le- 
gislative Council of, 142; Gover- 
nors, ih. ; Orders in Council, ih. ; 
Pailiamentary Papers, 144. 

Chambers of Colonial Parliaments, 
expediency of two or one, Iv. 

Channel Islands, History and Go- 
vernment of, 89 ; Orders in Coun- 
cil, 94 ; Acts of Parliament, 103 ; 
Parliamentary Reports, 104. 

Chatham Islands, 337. 

Christianity, Laws relating to, 391. 

Clergy in the Colonies, Orders in 
Council relating to, 50, 154, 239, 
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250, 267, 269, 282, 283 ; Acts of 
Parliament, 54, 55, 289, 290 ; Par- 
liamentarj Papers, 65, 196, 307, 
314. 

Clergy Reserves, Acts of Parliament 
relating to, 192, 193 ; Parliamen- 
tary Papers, 197, 198, 199. 

Colonial Acts and Ordinances, defini- 
tion of, 33. 

Bishops, Act relating to, 

55. 



Church, Petitions to Her 
Majesty on legislation relating 
to, 65. 

Office, Dependencies under 



Government of, 16. 

Colonies, Secretaryship of State for, 
first appointed, 10 ; abolished, ih. ; 
revived and united to War De- 
partment, 13 ; separated, lb. 

Crown, Prerogatives of, in respect of 
Dependencies. ( Vid^ " Dependen- 
cies.'*^ 

Crown Lands. ( Vide " Lands, Colo- 
nial.") 

Cumino, vide Malta. 

Dependencies, definition of, vi. ; 
Laws by which governed, 18 ; 
Prerogatives of Crown in respect 
of, 21, 36 ; Orders in Council re- 
lating to, 50; Acts of Imperial 
Parliament relating to, 53. 

Denmark, Colonies of, 390. 

Dix's Cove, 169. 

Dominica, 244. 

East India Company, 16 ; History 
of, 107 ; Orders in Council relating 
to, 121, 122, 123, 124; Acts of 
Parliament, 124, 125, 126, 127. 

Education in St. Lucia, Ordinance 
relating to, 275 ; Religions in the 
Colonies generally, Parliamentary 
Paper relating to, 60 ; in British 
India, 137, 139 ; in the Bermudas, 
225 ; in Australia, 304. 

Elective Chamber, Ivii., Iviii., 30, 376. 

Emigration, Board of, 38 ; of Free 
Labourers from Africa to West 
Indies, Parliamentary Paper on, 
60 ; Parliamentary Returns, de- 
spatches and statistics, 64, 65, 198, 
199, 217, 304, 305, 306, 314, 321, 
324, 330. 

Executive Councils, Constitution of, 



lii. ; responsibility of, liv. ; original 
powers of, 26 ; present Confititu- 
tion of, 377. 
Expenditure, Colonial, Parliamen- 
tary Paper relating to, 59, 60, 63, 
64, 66 ; statistical table for 1854, 
364. 

Falkland Islands, 286; Orders 

in Council, 287 j Parliamentary 

Papers, 288. 
Foreign Relations of Dependencies, 

49. 
Fox, Charles, opinions on Colonial 

Government, 1. 
France, Colonies of, xxviii., 388. 

Gambia River Settlements, 167 ; Go- 
vernment of, 168; Governors, tb. ; 
Orders in Council, iJ. 

Gibraltar, History of, 76 ; Charters 
granted to, 77; Convicts sent 
there, ib, ; Governors of,i5. ; Orders 
in Council, 78 ; Parliamentary 
Reports, 80. 

Gold Coast Settlements, 169 ; Orders 
in Council, 171 ; Parliamentary 
Papers, 172. 

Governors, authority of, 24 ; instruc- 
tions to, 369. 

Gozo, vide Malta. 

Guernsey, Government of, 92. 

Guiana, 278 ; Constitution of, 279 ; 
Governors of, 280 ; Orders in 
Council relating to, 281 ; Parlia- 
mentary Papers, 285. 

Grenada, 259. 

Grenadines, The, 258. 

Greece, Colonies of, xvii. 

Helena, St., 180 ; Orders in Council 
relating to, 181 ; Acts of Parlia- 
ment, 182 ; Parliamentary Papers, 
ib. 

Heligoland, 81 ; Orders in Council, 
lb. 

Hindostan. (See " India.") 

Holland, Colonies of, xxvii., 388. 

Honduras, 226 ; Government of, ib. ; 
Act amending ditto, 227 ; Orders 
in Council relating to, 229 ; Parlia- 
mentary Papers, ib. 

Hong Kong, 145 ; Government of, 
146 ; Orders in Council relating 
to, lb. ; Parliamentary Papers, 
147. 
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Hudson's Bay Territory, 217 ; Char- 
ter granted to Company of, 218 ; 
Treaty defining limits of, 219; 
Orders in Council relating to, 220 ; 
Acts of Parliament, ib. ; Parliar 
mentary Papers, 221. 

Imports and Exports, Statistical 
Table of, 1854, p. 364. 

India, 105 ; Governor-General and 
Council first appointed, 110 ; Board 
of Control, 111 ; Present Constitu- 
tion of, 116 ; Supreme Council of, 
118; Governors, list of, 119 ; Pre- 
sident of Board of Control, i^. ; 
Orders in Council, 120 ; Acts of 
Parliament, 124 ; Parliamentary 
Papers, 131 ; Local Government 
of, 383 ; Land, tenures of, 384 ; re- 
lations of Imperial Government 
with Native States, 385. 

Ionian Islands, History of, 67 ; Char- 
ter granted to, 68 ; Legislative As- 
sembly of, ib. ; Lords High Com- 
missioners of, 69 ; Orders in Coun- 
cil, 70 ; Parliamentary Reports, ib. 

Ireland, Reports of Lords' Commit- 
tee on Colonisation from, 61. 

Italian Republics, Colonies of, xxiii. 

Jamaica, present Political Condi- 
tion of, lix. ; Civil Government of, 
234 ; Governors, list of, 237 ; Or- 
ders in Council, 238 ; Parliamen- 
tary Papers, 239. 

Jersey, Government of, 91 ; Trial by 
Jury in, 95 ; Order in Council re- 
lating to Prison Discipline in, 98. 

Jewish Disabilities, Acts in Canada 
and Jamaica concerning, 64. 

Kaffbaeia, 160, 376. 

Labuan, 148 ; Parliamentary Papers, 
ib. 

Lands, Colonial, Imperial preroga- 
tive in respect of, 38 ; Orders in 
Council relating to, 51, 206, 300, 
301, 313, 320, 329 ; Acts of Par- 
liament, 303, 304, 324, 330 ; Par- 
liamentary Papers, 59, 66, 195, 
196, 221, 227, 304, 306. 

Land tenures in India, 384. 

Leeward Islands, 242 ; Orders in 
Council, 250; Parliamentary Pa- 
pers, 253. 



Legislative Council, Elective, opi- 
nions of Mr. Fox on,l. ; Nominated, 
Constitution of, 29, 372. 

Lucia, St., History and Government 
of, 272 ; Orders in Council relat- 
ing to, 273 ; Parliamentary Papers, 
276. 

Malacca, 106. 

Malta, History of, 72 ; Council of, 
73 ; Governors of, ib.; Orders in 
Council relating to, ib. ; ditto 
appointing Malta the place for 

Eunishment of ofiences committed 
y British subjects within the 
Ottoman Empire, 74 ; Parliamen- 
tary Reports, 75. 

Mauritius, History of, 173 ; Govern- 
ment of, 174 -f Governors, list of, 
ib. ; Orders in Council, 175 ; Acts 
of Parliament, 178; Parliamentary 
Reports, 179. 

Merivale, H., Esq., Lectures on Colo- 
nisation, extract from, Ixvii. 

Mint, Sydney Branch, 302. 

Montserrat, 246. 

Navigatioi^ Law, Act relating to, 
55 ; Report of Committee (Parlia- 
mentary Paper), 62. 

Natal, 161 ; Orders in Council re- 
lating to, 162 ; Parliamentary Pa- 
pers, ib. 

Neyis, 247. 

Newfoundland, 207 ; Government of, 
208 ; Governors, list of, 210 ; 
Orders in Council, 211 ; Acts of 
Parliament, 213 ; Parliamentary 
Papers, ib. 

New Brunswick, 204 ; Government 
of, 205 ; Governors, list of, ib. ; 
Orders in Council, 206; Parlia- 
mentary Papers, 207. 

New South Wales, 291; Political 
History of, 293 ; Constitution of, 
296 ; Governors of, 299 ; Orders 
in Council, 300 ; Acts of Parlia- 
ment, 302 ; Parliamentary Papers, 
304. 

New Zealand, History of, 331 ; Go- 
vernment of, 333 ; Governors of, 
337 ; Orders in Council, 338 ; Acts 
of Parliament, 339 ; Parliamen- 
tary Papers, 340. 

New Zealand Company, Charter 
granted to, 334 ; Acts of Parlia- 
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ment relating to, 339 ; Parliamen- 
taiy Paper, 341. 

Norfolk Island, 328 ; Orders in Coun- 
cil, 329 ; Act of Parliament, iJb, ; 
Parliamentary Papers, 330. 

Koya Scotia, History and Goyern- 
ment of, 2()0 ; Goyemors, list of, 
201 ; Orders in Council, 202 ; Par- 
liamentary Papers, 204. 

Obders in Council, operation of on 
Colonial Acts, 33. 

Passivqers Act, 55. 

Peace of Utrecht, Colonies acquired 

by, xxxiii. 

Paris, 1763, ditto, ih, 

1814, ditto, xxxy. 

— Amiens, ditto, ih 

Peel, Sir Robert, on Canadian Co- 

yemment, xlix. 
Phoenician Colonies, xvi. 
Piracy, Orders in Council relating to, 

52, 142, 153. 
Pitcaim Island, 280. 
Plantations, Council of, established, 

4 ; united to Council of Trade, 6 ; 

abolished, 10. 
Committee, Order in 

Council relating to, 51. 
Population,Statistical Table of (1 854), 

364. 
Portugal, Colonies of, xxv., 389. 
Postage Duties, Act to regulate, bh ; 

Parliamentary Returns relating to, 

66. 
Prince Edward's Island, History and 

Goyemment of, 214; Governors, 

list of, 216 ; Orders in Council, 

%b, ; Parliamentary Papers, 217. 
Prince of Wales's Island, 106. 
Privy Council, first order of, relating 

to the Colonies, 3 ; Committee of^ 

revived, 11. 

Railways, Parliamentary Papers re- 
lating to, 135, 139, 140, 207. 

Regulations for Her Majesty's Colo- 
nial Service, 366. 

Representation of Colonies in Impe- 
rial Parliament (Adam Smitn), 
Ixv. 

Responsible Government, definition 
of, liii. ; Despatches relating to, 
27 ; mode of establishing, 377. 

Revenue and Expenditure of the 



Colonies, Statistical Table (1854), 
364. 

Rome, Colonies, xix. 

Roman Catholic Church in the Co- 
lonies, Reports of, 64. 

Sattaba, Papers relating to, 138. 

Scinde, Papers relating to, 137, 139. 

Secretaries of State for Colonies, List 
of, 14. 

Sereo, 93. 

Seycnelle Islands, 174. 

Sierra Leone, History of, 163 ; Go- 
yemment and Legislative Council 
of, ih. ; Governors, list of, 1 64 ; 
Orders in Council, ih, ; Acts of 
Parliament, 165 ; Parliamentary 
Papers, 166. 

Singapore, 106. 

Slavery, Orders in Council relating 
to, 52, 53, 130, 154, 175, 176, 181, 
229, 238, 239, 251, 267, 268, 273 ; 
Acts of Parliament relating to, 
54, 165 ; Parliamentary Papers, 
144, 167, 271. 

Slave Trade, Act for the abolition of, 
54; Assiento Contract, 167. 

Acts relating to, in Ja- 
maica, 233. 

Spain, Colonies of, xxvi., 389. 

Steam Communications, Orders in 
Council, 270 ; Parliamentary Pa- 
pers, 63, 64, 65, 134, 136, 278, 306, 
307. 

Steam Communication to East-In- 
dian and Australian Colonies, Re- 
port concerning, 63 ; First Report 
of Select Committee on, 64 ; Co- 
pies of statements relating to, 65. 

Sugar-growing Colonies, Report of 
Correspondence on distress of, 62. 

Suttee, practice of. Order in Coun- 
cil relating to, 123. 

Tasmania, History and Constitution 
of, 325 ; Governors, list of, 327 ; 
Orders in Council relating to, 329 ; 
Acts of Parliament, ih, ; Parlia- 
mentary Papers, 330. 

Tobago, 258. 

Trade, Committee appointed for, 51 ; 
Orders in Council relating to^ 51, 
52 ; Acts of Parliament, 55. 

Transportation, Orders in Council 
relating to, 62, 79, 120, 155, 156, 
224, 281, 300, 301, 302, 323, 329 ; 
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Acts of Parliament relating to, 
303, 359 ; Parliamentary Papers 
relating to, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 158, 
225, 304, 330, 361 ; as practised 
by ancient and modem nations, 
343 ; first English Public Docu- 
ments 'concerning, 344 ; Select 
Committee appointed to inquire 
into, 34; discontinued in New 
South Wales, 353 ; unsuccessfully 
attempted in South Africa, 356. 

Trinidad, Government and History 
of, 264 ; Governors of, 266 ; Orders 
in Council, ib.; Parliamentary 
Papers, 271. 

Turk 8 Island, annexed to Govern- 
ment of Jamaica, 236. 



United States, expenditure of, be- 
fore the Revolution, li. 

VanOouveb's Island, 219. 

Victoria, present political condition 
of, Ixiii. ; History of, 308 ; Consti- 
tution of, 309 ; Orders in Council, 
313 ; Parliamentary Papers, 314. 

Vincent, St., present political posi- 
tion of, Ix.; Assembly and Go- 
vernment of, 257. 

Virgin Islands, 248. 

Windward Islands, 254 ; Orders in 
Council, 260; Parliamentary Pa- 
pers, 264. 
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